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nature, had been preserved in the basom of sutiguity, among all
nations, strangers to Grreek civilisation. We may then conjecturs,
with much likelihood, that the genius of Socrates and Plato drew
inapiration from that source. '

As time hastens on its rapid course, the desire of the world
manifasts itself in & more energetic strain of utterance. * Some months
before the birth of Augustus,” says Suetonins, % u ramour, accradited
by the orecles, was spread throughout Rome. It wes announced on
all sides, by the interpretation of a recent predigy, thet nature was
about to bring forth o king for the Roman pecple. The Senate, in
dismay, issues a violent decree, prehibiting the childreen to be-reared
who should be born during the year. It is to Julius Marathua we owe
thia historio detail.” Augustus wos born B.0, 63, Thirty years later
hie ascended the throne of the world, under the title of Tmperor, To
all appearances, the longing of the universe oughb now to be satisfiad.

yet welearn from Tacitus and Suetonius that the werld still con-
tinued to look for a sovereign who wns to come from the East, Tt
was the gencral conviction,” says Pacitus, *that the ancient books of
the priests annonnced that at this period the East wo Ad have the
ascendancy, and that Srom out of Judea should go forth the mostera of
the world.,” #The entire East,” says Suetonius, * looked eagerly for
the fulfilment of an ancient and undoubted tradition, which promised
the scoptre of the universe to rnlers who shonld go forth out of Judea.”
Bingular coincidence! While the Jews saw the lust period of the
seventy weeks of years, foretold by Daniel, drawing to a close, the
Etruscan priests were announcing the approach of the grest yeur, of
the tenth age—prophotic era—in which umiversal Lappinnees was to
reign throughout the world. “Some months before the rupture between
Marius end 8ylla, which was destined to prove eo fatnl to the Romans,”
says Plutarch, * the pure and serene air became all at once disturbed
by lugubrious and plaintive sounds re-cchoing through the heavens.
Consternation filled ol hearts. The Fircsean priests wers nssombled

. it the temple of Bellona, and consulted officinily by the Senate as to
the meaning of the phenomenon. They replied, ‘The ecelestial
frumpet snnounces n new sge which will change the face of the
universe.’

The beautiful verses of Virgil are well-known to all. ©The last
period of the Cumsan oracle,” says the poet, “lhas at Jength arrived.
The world's great ege renews its fnished course. Already the Virgin*
appears, ustering in the blissful reigu of Saturn. A new race desconds
from the heights of Heaven, A child is about to be born, whose birth
will elose theiron time, and bring back the golden age of Saturn. To
thy consulats, illustrions Pollic, is reserved the glorious date of this
Lappy advent of great months, which will roll on their course in joy-
ous succession. Already are the ancient stains of our iniquities effuce d,
and the evils of the earth come to an end.t¥ This child will be en-
dowed with a divine Jife ; he will rulo the pacified world with a fostor-
ing strength and virtue. At thy feet, divine Infunt, shall the carth
pour out its first fruits spontsneonsly, the ivy-branches decked with
clustering berries; the coloenssia, twining with the graceful ncanthua.
For thee the mountain gont will bring ita udder flowing with milk;
the lion shall no longer affright the ismb; near thy eradie, overspread
with flowers, the venomons serpent will expire, the noxious plants die
ouf, and in their stead, the aromatic plauts of Assyrin shall spring
up.] Buch is the nge, whose golden thread the Pareee, fairhful
wenvers of Fate, are hastening to wind off theie slender spindles. Son,
beloved of the gods, august scion of Jehovah, haste thes to receive
our presents which await thee! Behald, the world reels in its vast
orbit, end the continents, the scas, the heavens, to the depths of their
foundations. Al nature thrills with gladness, in joyous expectation of
this newly renovated age. Oh! may my life be still prolonged to sce
this happy day ; may a purting breath still linger on my lips to cele-
brate thy exploital Shew thyself, then, Little Infant, and recognise
thy mother by her beaming snule g

For some contuiies past, it has been a matter of astonishment
thet the Church of Christ, in its liturgieal languuge, should proclaim
the harmony existing between the Pagen oracles and the hopes or feara
of Ierncl. Ahere is not a Protestant in the citics of Germany, Eng-
land or Switzerland who does not sneer when he beholds under the
vaulted roofs of the Gthic cathedrals, now transformed inte Lutheran
or Calvinist meeting houses, Lhe seulptured figure of the Sibyl on the
stalls of the aneient canons, side Ly side wirth the statues of the four
great Prophets, The liturgical reaction of {he seventennth century
1 France, was the effect of n somewhas analogoue inspiration. Men
blushed o ¢hant with tho Roman Chureh the fumous verse, ** Testo
David cum Sibylld* How is it that they were not skruck with the
sublimity of the Catholic idea of a universal world, procleiming with
one sceard its belief in Jesus, Seviour and Judge! TUpon their
tripode—from out the depths of tliejr grottoes—under the oaks sacred
to Dodena—on ho Druid’s stone of sncrifice—in the foressts of Gaul—
through the vast plains ol the East—on whatever apot of earth a
human eoul has thrifled to the breath of religious inepiration, the
same fo:th in the coming of » Redeemner, who would tench and judge
mwaort 13, breaks out and overflows the ancient world., The pronise
made in Yden finds & perpetual echo slong the sonorous vault of ages,
rnd to the Catholic Clurch is refused the right to treasure up oune of
the most resplendent proofs of its divine originl It has been said :
Yhe Fibyls are 2 onkish device, hatched amidst the darkness of the
middle ages! Was Vigil o monk? It is he who has eaid, in the
year 43 B.C,,

‘¢ Ultima Cumeei venit jam carminis sotas.”

Did Cicero live in the middle ages ? Hear what he wrote: © Let us
consult the verses of the 8ibyl, which, in her inspirution, she is said o
east to the winds on scaitered leaves. But Iately it was noised
through Rome that an interpreter of the Bibyliine books was about to
develop, in presence of the Senate, the doetrine he Lad read therein,
Aceording to his reading, if we wished ko be saved, we should consent

* Jsa, vii 14.

% Tsa, x. 2,

1 Ioa, xxxv, 1, 2.
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to give the name of King to the Maater wh.
us. If this sentence js in the Sibylline b
what is to be the time of hiy birgh p
soothsayers, combine with one accord to
thing but 2 king! Neither gods nor men would ever suffer such a title
to usurp the Capitol ®  In spite of gods and men, is it not the Cross,
the sceptre of un immortal King, that holds triumphant sway over the
Capitol ?  Magilestly, Cicero's republioan sympathies revolted against
the 8ibyiline oracle. The urator-philosopher meets the prediction of
the 8ibyl with an emphatic denisl, and thys only suceesds in proviog
to future ages his own error and the veracity of the prophetess. Ina
wnord, to justify trom this moment, a0 as nof to have to come buek on
it, the simultaneous mention of David and the 8ibyl, in that portion
of the lisurgical chant, where the Chuioh of Rome traces on the
tombs of her children the final cutastrople which will reduce the
world to ashes, it suffices to reproduce here another text from Cicero :
“ Fulura prasentiunt, ut dgflagrationem Juturum aliquando celi alguae
terrarum.’  Traly, heve is u confirmation of the liturgicul text, if wne
would but refleet on it—
Solvet saclum in favilla,
Teste Duvid cum Sibylla,

The existence of the Bibyls has been recently demonstrated by a
member of the Tnstitute, who has devoted to this subject twn volunes,
which, by their eraditiou, impartiality, and judicions eriticism, hava
won the suffrages of the learned. M, Alexandre has dealt the fine®
blow to that narrow-minded, illiberal plilosophy of the last century,
which affected to vesolve the gravest guestions by a derisive burst of
laughter. We refer those of our rosders who might desire a more
searcliing study of the guestion to this dogmatical work, For our
part, even before the most authentio criticism had afforded us this
unexceptional confirmation, we found in the tertimonics of pagan
sutiquity evidence sufficient to resolve the difficutty. What ? we snid;
Cicero attests that the 8ibyl aunounced the advent of a kiug, whose
sovereignty the Romans wust recognise if they will be suved—si salfve
esse vellemus. At the very thought of a monareh setting up again the
broken sceptre of Targuin the Proud upon the Capifol, the
republican orator is roused, He asks, Whers is this king?  'Who has
gecn him?  For whaot period of the world is hLe reserved ! He
adjures both gods and men to avert such a usurpation. And wd,
witnessea of the folly of these recriminations on the part of the
Roman orator, and of the accomplishment, to the lotter, of the
Sibylline predictions, we could shut our eves to the light, and not see
the admirablo harmony of the bagan traditions and the prophecies
regarding the Messins, verified in the person of Jesus Olhrist! Virgil
extols the Bibyl of Cume, and unweaves her oracles in immortal
verses 3 they will be held of no account !

Among the Sibylline oracles whose text las reached us, we fnd.
some which are subsequent to the Christian era. It must be so;
since paganism did not perish deflnitely till three centuries sfter the
birth ot Jesus Christ. But what matters it to us whether the texts at
present cxtant be mors or less authentic? At the period in which
Virgil and Cicero lived, Christianity was not yet in existence, YVirg?
and Gicero are not suspected of monachism. In their time, the Sibyl
sunounced the birth of a God in human form, the advent of a King
who was fo bring salvation to the world, and the fnal catastrophe of
an universal eonflagration, which was to be the end of time. Then, in
the lifetime of Virgil and Cicero, the Sibyl 8poke as Isning and David.
Thevefore, with the Catholic Chureh, we have n right to establigh
undenjably this unanimous movement of huwanity, rushing, as it were,
into the arms of their Redeemer.

It is not alone the Loly old man Simeon, who,
of the New Temple of Jerusalem,

o wes eoming to rule oVer
ocks, who is this man, a2

Ab! let us all, nugurs and
discover in thesa hooks any-

andar the portico
has been sdmoaished 1hat his old
age would be consoled by the sight of the promised Messizh, Tt ianot
alone Anno, the Proplietess, who shares this ecstatio hope. Nor is it
the Jews only who have ealeulated the time, and who awuait the dawn
of the divine qurorn. While the courtiors of Herod uttempt to turn
to the profit of their master this universal expectution, conferring upon
the Jdumean King the title of * Meesins,” the fatterers of Augustus
are applying equally to the Cesar of Rowne, the prodictions of the
Bibyllme Oracles. AN nations are in expectativn. The world seems
to stop in ita course—the points of the heavens are consulted—voices
are hushed—hope ulone breathes! The fulness of days is nccom-
plished  Humanity, wrapt in contemplation at this solemn hour,
assumes the gasb of mystery. A silence reigns aronnd, like that of the
univeise whon firgb created, awaiting frow the hands of God a future
Mastor, at the epoch fxed by the Holy Trinity for the formalion of man,
What o deluge of blood, of crimes sad iniquities, has flooded the
hawman race since the mowent it sprang forth radiunt wnd pure in
its first creation! The work of rehabilitation will be more pro-
digions still. ‘F'he day, whose splendours are 50 sooa to burst forth
upon our gaze, i3 that one which will illustrate the triumph
of u doughter of Eve over the ancient gerpent ; vud realize the bless-
ings which, through a child of Abrabam, were to desesnd upon all the
trbes of the carth., The Priost, acearding to the order of Molehise-
d-¢; the Faaac of Mount Moriah; the Expectation of tha eternal
hills, foretold by Jacob ; the Prophot, raised up by God, ke Moses;
the Conguerer, the sou of David ; bacifie, like Sotomon ; wnose reign.
signifies peace ; whose name is Emmanuel . God with us; whose
mother wos 4o be u virgin; who was to be born in Bethilehem; whose
mesengers were to go forth, even to the onds of the ocarth and the
distant islands, 10 aunnounce the Kingdom of 1feaven ; the Messial), in
fing, is about to nppear. Alrendy his star, pnnvunsed by Bulasm

Las been pointed oub by the Mugi in the Kast, Come, Sou of the
Patrinrchs, Inheritor of the Kings of Juda, Hope of thejust, true Lamb
of the Sucrifice, Ark of the immortyl Covenant-—realize all the figures,
accomplish all the promises; consummnte the world in unity! The

Old Testament, with its train of vensrable promises, surrounds your

oradle. Humunity, bowed under (he yoke of error, seuted in the
shadow of four thousand Fears, awaits the light of your countennnce,
It bounds, like the thirsty stag Lanting for the fountuing ; it longs to
plunge itself in the strenms of living water, opencd by the Sayiouw,
and springing up to eternal life.



