
to give the name of King to the Master who was coming torule oTer
us. If tins sentence is in the Sibylline books, who is ths man andwhat is to be the time of his birth? Ah! eUs alTauSirs'a*d
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hone,aCCOrd t0 in these books a^-thmg buta king! Neither gods nor men wouldever suffersuch a title

vvord,to justify from this moment, so as not to have, tocome back onit the simultaneous mention of David and the Sibyl, in that portionof the liturgical chant, where the Church of Rome traces on hetombs of her children the final catastrophe which will reduce theworld toashes, it suffices to reproducehere another text from Cicero "
Futuraprmentmnt,utdejlagrationem futurum aliquandocali ataueterrarum. Truly, here is a confirmationof the liturgical text" if onewould but reflect onit

— '
Solvetsseclumio favilla,Teste DavidcumSibylla.

The existence of the Sibyls has been recently demonstrated by amember of theInstitute, who has devoted tothis subject two volumcawhich by their erudition impartiality,and judicious criticism, havewon the suffrages of the learned. M. Alexandre has dealt the finp'blow to that narrow-minded, illiberal ph.losophy of the last centurywhich affected to resolve the gravest questions by a derisive burst oflaughter. We refer those of our readers who might desire a moresearching study of the question to this dogmatical work. For ourpart, even before themost authentic criticism had afforded us thisunexceptional confirmation, we found in the testimonies of pa«anantiquuy evidence sufficient to resolve the difficulty. What ?wo said "
Cicero attests that the Sibyl announced the advent of a kit;", whosesovereignty theRomans must recognise if they will besaved-**mAwessevellemus At the very thought of a monarch setting up a<'ain thebroken sceptre of Tarquin the Proud upon the Capitol, therepublican orator is roused. He asks, Where is this king ? Who hasseen him? For what period of the world is he reserved? Headjures both gods and men to avert such a usurpation. And we,witnesses of the folly of these recriminations on the part of theRoman orator, and of the accomplishment, to the letter, of thebibjlhne predictions,we could shut our eyes to the light, and notseethe admirableharmony of the pagan traditions and the propheciesregarding the Measios verifiedin the person of Jesus Christ ! Virgilextols the Sibyl of Cum* and unweaves her oracles in immortalverses;they will be held of noaccount!Among the Sibylline oracles whose text lias reached us, we fiadsome which are Bubsequent to the Christian era. Itmust be so

"'
since paganism didnot perish definitely till three centuries after thebirth of Jesus Christ. But whatmatters it to u9u9 whether the texts atpresent extant be more or less authentic? At the period in whichVirgiland Cicero lived,Chr.stianity was not yet in existence. Vinr'and Cicero arenot suspected of monachisra. In their time, the Sibylannounced the birthof a God in human form, the advent of a Emuwho was to bring salvationto the world, and the final catastrophe ofan universal conflagration which was tobe the end of time. Then, inthe lifetimeof Virgil andCicero, the Sibyl spoke as Isaias and David,
lherefore with the Catholic Church, we have a right to establishundeniably this unanimous movementof humanity,rushing, asit were,into the arms of their Redeemer.

'
t «

It4S n°t, alon,e the.!iolv old mai> Simeon, who, under the porticoof theNew .Temple of Jerusalem, has been admonished(hat his oldage would be consoled by the sightof thepromisedMessiah. Itisnotalone Anna, the Prophetess,who shares this ecstatic hope. Nor is itthe Jews only whohave calculatedthe time,and who await the dawnof the divine aurora. While the courtiers of Herodattempt to turn,to thepront oftheir master thisuniversal expectation,conferringuponthe ldumeaaKing the title of "Messias," the flatterers of Augustus-are applying equally to the Cawar of Rome, the predictions ofthebibyllme C-racles. Allnations arein expectation. The world seems*to stop inits course-the pointa of the heavens are consulted— voicesare hushed—hope alone breathes! The fulness of days is accom-plished Humanity, wrapt in contemplation at this solemn hourassumes the garb of mystery. A silence reigns around,like that oftheUMive.se v-henfirst created,awaiting from thehands ofGod a futureMaster,at the epoch fixedby the Holy Trinity for theformationofman.What a deluge of blood, of crimes and iniquities, has flooded thehuman race since the moment it sprang fo.tli radiant andpure in.its first creation! The WOrk of rehabilitation will be more prodigious still. The day whose splendours aro so soo,i to burst f&
?n« W m 7e7c Tmlh% anCieDfc 80rPeut' °" d "»li*e the blesVg

h iV Al'A1' °M gU ?n,chll
o
d -° f Abrahlll». were to descend upon all the

dc tfotrlJhe Pnesfc, according to (ho order o/MeloniS
WIU fi fTa t r

M?uut
t
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nature, had been preservedin the bosom of antiquity, among allfiahons, strangers to Greek civilisation. We may then conjecture,
fn^Wi? *llkelJood' thafcthe genius of Socrates and Plato drewinspiration from that source.As time hastens on its rapid course, the desire of the world
w *if v- ,_m,a moreenergefcic ofutterance.

"
Some monthsDeiore the birth ofAugustus," says Suetonius,« a rumour, accreditedDy the oracles, was spread throughout Rome. It wasannounced onail sides, by the interpretation of a recent prodigy, that nature wasabout to bring forth a king for the Eoman people. The Senate, indismay, issues a violent decree,prohibiting the children tobe rearedwho should be born during the year. Itis toJulius Marathus weowethis historic detail." Augustus wasbornB.C.63. Thirty years laterlie ascended the throne of the world,under the title of Emperor. Toall appearances, the longing of the universe ought now to be satisfied.Andyet welearn from Tacitus andSuetonius that the worldstill con-tinued to look for a sovereign who was to come from theEast. "Itwas the general conviction," says Tacitus, " that"the ancient books ofthepriests announced that at this period the East woJd have theascendancy, and that from outof Judea should go forth themastersof

*i y?at
' "

Tho entire Easfc>" saVB Suetonius, " looked eagerly forthe fulfilment of anancient andundoubted tradition, whichpromisedthe sceptre ofthe universe torulers who shouldgo forthout ofJudea
"

Singular coincidence! While the Jews saw the last period of tlieseventy weeks of years, foretold by Daniel,drawing to a close theEtruscan priests wereannouncing the approach of thegreat year, ofthe tenth age— prophetic era-in which universal bappmness was toreignthroughout theworld. « Somemonths before theruoturebetweenMarius andSylla winch was destinedtoprove so fatal to'theRomans,"says Plutarch, "
thepure and serene air became allat once disturbedby lugubrious and plaintive sounds reechoing through the heavens.Consternationfilled a1hearts The Etruscan priests wereassembled.m the temple of Bellona,and consulted officially by the Senate as tothe meaning of the phenomenon. They replied, 'The celestialtrumpetannounces a new age which will change the face of theUuIVOF£fO«

" T_he
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b<;autiful of Virgilare well-knownto all. "The lastperiod of the Cumsean oracle,"says the poet, "has at lengtharrived,
ihe world s great tge renews its finishedcourse. Already the Virgin*appears, ushering in the blissfulreignof Saturn. Anew race descendsirom theheights ofHeaven. A child is about tobe born, whosebirthwill close theiron tune, and bringback the golden age of Saturn. Tothy consulate, illustriousPollio, is reserved the glorious date of thishappy adventof great months, which will roll on their courseinjoy-ous succession. Already are the ancient stains of our iniquitiesefface dand the evils of the earth come to an end.f This child will be en-dowed witha divinelife;he will rule thepacified world witha foster-ingstrength and virtue. At thy feet, divine Infant, shall the earthpour out its first fruits spontaneously, the ivy-branches decked withclusteringberries;the co|ocagsia,twining with the gracefulacanthus.J*orthee the mountain goat willbring its udder flowing with milk:thehon shall no longer affright the lamb; near thy cradle,overspread■with flowers, the venomousserpent will expire, thenoxious plants dieour, and in their stead,the aromatic plants of Assyria shall springup.J feuch is the age, whose golden thread the Pare®, faithfulweaversof Fate,arehastening to windoff their slender spindles. Sonbeloved of the gods,august scion of Jehovah, haste thee to receiveourpresents which await thee ! Beheld, the world reels in its vastorbit, and the continents, the seas, theheavens, to the depthsof theirfoundations. All nature thrills withgladness, in joyousexpectation oftmsnewly renovated ago. Oh !maymy life be still prolonged to seethis happy day.may o partingbreath still linger on my lips tocele-brate thy exploits! Shew thyself, then, Little Infant, and

P
recognisethy mother by her beaming smile !"§ 6

fllof^OrA?me?en îf8.past' ifc hns been amatter of astonishmentthJV«" "°J i!T' mitS'itm'gical language,should proclaimtheharmony existing betweenthePagan oracles andthehopes or fears\LI * ?T *!nntlaJProteßtoa
J
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Wl,tze?*nd £ h° does nofc sneer wll<>n he beholds under thevaulted roofs of the Ckthie cathedrals,now transformed into Lutheranor Calvmistmeetinghouses, the sculptured figure of the Sibyl on thes alls of the ancient canons,side by side *irh the statues of "the four

i, 5"rr°P \h% lltur/ic^ reacfci°n of the seventeenth century>nFrance, was the effect of a somewhat analogous inspiration. Menblushed to chant with theEoman Church the famous verse, "TcoteJSrfrt,F",* iiVhat they Were not "truck with thesublmuty of the Catholic idea of a universal world, proclaiming withone accord its belief m Jesus, Suviour and Judge! Upon theirripods-fromout the depthsof their grottoes-under th« oiks sacredto Dodona— on the Druid'sstone of sacrifice— in the forssts of Gaul—through the vast plains of the East-on whatever spot of earth ahuman boul has thrilled to the breath of religious inspiration, thesame faith in the comingof aRedeemer, who would teach and judgemart Is, breaks out and overflows the ancient world. The promiserf? '!, I",fi"r 8 aP^Petual echo along the sonorousvaultof ages,md to theCatholic Church is refused the right to treasure up one of«|e most resplendentproofs of its divine origin! It has been said:laocibyls area wonkwhdevice, hatched amidst the darknessof theJTeaiiajfo VVasVll"Sllattlonl£? It he who has said, in the
"c Ultima Cumaeivonit jamcarminiß Betas."

DidCicero livein the middle ages ? Hear what lie wrote: "Letusconsult the versesof the Sibyl, which,inher inspiration,she is said tocast to the winds on scattered leaves. But lately it was noisedthrough Rome that an interpreter of the Sibylline books was about todevelop,inpresence of the Senate, the doctrine he hadread therein.According to his reading, if we wished tobe saved, we should consent
* Isa. vii 14.
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