
What was itall about1 Last week there was a fightrather, indeed,a scuffle
— in the Provincial Council,Dunedin.Why ? One party wanted to get into office, and the other

didnot want togo out. That appearstohave beenthereasonofthe scene. The interests of the Province do not appeartohave been involved in the question, whether the Reid partyor theTolmie party should govern. The Reidites did verywell whenin power,so did the Tolmieites;andno doubt theformer will do very well now that they have wrung thesupremacy oncemore from the former.
Buthow does this scrimmage concern the Province? Sofar and no farther than the loss of time and the waste ofsome hundreds of poundsare concerned. The lateExecutivewas agoodone;the prestnt is also agood one- Theaff.drsof the Province would be equallysafe in thehands of either.What, then, has all this row and bad blood been about ?The wholeaffair passes the comprehension of ordinary men "

onlyProvincial Councillors can master such matters. Fewwillbe disposed to blameMrReid very severely—
a position

at once of power andhonor;and the gratificationof thenoble ambitionof serving one's country for ahandsome con-siderationare things to which fewmen could be expected tobe indifferent. But what is to be said of the members?Surely they ought not to waste public money and timeineffecting a .change of equally capable administrators % Theconstituencies ought to look to this.
But therewas aconstitutionalprincipleat stake1 Indeed!A constitutionalquestion in a Provincial Council which haslio independent legislative powers1 Sucha question in theImperialParliament, or even in the Colonial Legislature,isintelligible;but what this constitutionalquestion has to dowith the making of roads, building bridges, superintending

gaols, &c., is what menof merely common sense fail to see.And it is to be hoped that the majority of tax-payerswilllook upon the turning out of one set of undoubtedly capableadministrators for the purpose of replacing them by anotherset not more capable,and the wasting thereby of nearlyafortnight and some hundreds of public money, is somethingvery absurd and sufficiently criminal to earn for its pc?
petrators relegation from the Council Chamber on the firstopportunity.

The appointment of-ministers in theStafford Governmentand the dismissal of one of them from the provincial office

EDUCATION.
The questioncf education gives agreat deal of trouble to

statesmen everywhere. Why shouldthisbe ? In reality,theprinciple of the question is a simple one; and the chief
difficultyis in finding the pecuniary means of maintaining asufficientnumberof schools. Yet, strange to say, the trouble
of rulersarises not so much from the realdifficulty as from
the simpleprinciple. Ifthe state wouldconfineitself toits ownduties, andloyally recognise the duties and rightsof parents
and the church, justice would soon secure the peace of
societyand the progress of civilisation. -'

The education of their children belongs to parentsas,.
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by the Superintendent, was, it appears, the fons et origo ofthisaffair. The Superintendentof Otagodismissed theProvin-cialSecretary,whodidnot want'tobedismissed, andwho,know-inghispowerinthepresentCouncil,determined tohumiliate hischief. The Superintendent,however, didquiteright;andheactedbetter stillwhen,onthe defeat of theStaffordMinistry, heoffered toreinstate the dismissedsecretary. Thisgentlemanwascertainlynotboundinrigoretoacceptthe offer,hutthe question
inevertheless arises, as he is and was evidently desirous of
serving his Province as secretary:Why did he not acceptthe post whenoffered to him, insteadof waitingtillhe shouldhave an opportunity of wasting both time and money inwrestingit from Mr Tolroie, as if it weresomething to whichheand no oneelsehada strict right. Perhaps he was cheapat the expense;and, indeed, it would appear as if themajority of the Council were of opinion he is the onlypossible Secretary in all Otago. Thepublic, however, enter-tain quite different views, and, as far as we canascertain,
view withdispleasure"the proceedingsof theirrepresentatives.
The peopledesire to see thebusiness of theProvince done asquickly and as economically as possible; and areunwillingthat members of Council should consume their own timeandenergies, and the money of their constituents,indiscussing
constitutional questions which, though important in them-selves in their proper place,become simply ludicrous in theProvincial Council Chamber of Otago.CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK.— MAY.

Sunday 18th— 5p.p.,8.Venautius,M.
Monday,19th— St. PeterCelestine,B.C. RogationDay.
Tuesday,20th— St.Bernardino.Wednesday, 21st— St.Celeatine,Vid. Sup.
Thursday,22ad— Ascension. Holiday.
Friday, 23id— St.Celsus,B.C.
Saturday,24th

—
AurUiuin Chrißtianorum.
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A PARTY FIGHT.

SPAIN.
Were people to believe telegrams, the Culuts in Spain

must have been defeated long ago. At one time the public
wereassured that they had been defeated inevery action ofimportance; at another, that vast numbers had been slainand takenprisoners by the Royal troops—

more recently by
the republicans. Had these reports been true, the Carlists
must longsince have ceased to trouble their enemies. Such,however,is not the case;and the last advices go to showthat even in Madrid itself a rising in opposition to therepublicans was apprehended.

For years enormouslyinghas been going on in reference
to Spanish affairs. The friendsof the usurperAmadeus tried
hard to make the world believe that Spain had welcomed
him to the throne, and received him enthusiastically. Hi*
abdicationaft^r a short tenure of kinglypower is aluminous
comment on telegrams and the reportsof newspapercorres-pondents fromSpain.

The truth appears to be that an audacious minority, aidedby the secret societies, succeeded in seizing on power, and,
havingdone so, determined at any cost to retainit. Thearmy was in their interest,or at allevents it was somanagedas to become their partisan and instrument. By this means-the revolutionary party first made the unfortunate Isabellatheir tooL Tiring ofher, they set up a dictator;and then,"in deference to the monarchial instincts of thenation, theydeterminedto set up a king. This king, however,mustbethe expressionand embodiment of the revolution. Where-fore they must needs seek in foreign parts their new king '

one to their mind could not be found in the governing
families of chivalrous Spain. Well, aking was found in theperson of Amadeus, oneof the sons of therevolutionary King
of Italy. Thus the revolution becameenthroned in Spain aswell as in Italy. This last insult, however, to everythingdearest to Spaniards,raised the country,and Amadeus, after
ashort and gallant struggle, was compelled to abdicate by
the attitude of an outraged people. The revolution, now
stript of the prestige of royalty,stands face to face with the
reaction. The result no man can foretell;but it may behoped that loyalty and religion may triumph in theland so
long the home ofboth.
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