Baturday, May 17, 1873.]

NEW ZEALAND TABLETD.

13

other of evil. “ The first is named God, the second the Demon.” |

lus speake Zoroaster, God was Oromaze, the Demon wae cslled
Abrimen.  But, betwesn these two, he placed a medistor, named
Mithas, Now,a time will come, fatal and foredoomed, when Ahriman,
having ecourged the world with innumerable plagues, will be destroyed
and exterminated. The earth will then be made plain, like a smaoth
aid level valley. Men will have one kind of lifo and government,
ecmmon fo ali, and one tongue, aud they will live in continual felicity.
Theopompe writes that the powers of good and evil will combat, one
against the other, iu a etrifo which will last through' a suecession of
oges. Finally, Pluto (the infernal power) will be venquisted, forsaken,
aud destroyed. ~ After whicls, men shall ke happy, and the God who
has nccomplighed this triumph will reposs fpom hia labors in & man-
ner suitable to his diviaity.

Modern philosopby, suled by the Chaldean monuvwents and the

Zond- Avesta, has re-habilitated the entire system of Zoroaster; sfwhich’

Platarch gave but an incomplete analysis, )

Mr Loyard thus sums up the Persian dogma : * Zaronan, Ormuzd,
sad Mithras compose a divine trigd which represents thought, word,
and action, Ormuzd, king of the firmament, created the world by his
word. This word is, I s, Mithras, king of the moving bodies, of
living creatures, and of the earth, king' of the dead or the infernal
Pegion, prozounces Unceasingly the word, charged as he is by Ormuzd,
to preside over the reprodustion of oreated beings. His name signi-
fies, even in Zend, the Word Perbum, His office is inceasantly to com-
bat Ahriman and evil, to diffuse hurmony throughout the world, to
gerve s an example to men, and to Gl the functions of mediator
between Ormuzd and them ; but not between Ormuzd and Ahriman,
es Plutareh suppcges. The text of the Zend-Avests fully justifies my
remark: I a£lrrss my prayer to Mithras whom the mighty Ormuzd
has ercated medistor on' the high mountain, in faver of numberless
eonls dwelling on the earth’ Upon one the most celebrated monu-
ments dedicated by the Romans to the worslip of Mithras, and which
was found in Rome, in & grotto of the Capitolime Hill, we read these
words : *Nama Sebesio; pronounced by the God when planging his
sword into the body of the bull (a victim eacred to the Perainn wor-
ship). 'Lhese two words, the first of which belimgs to the Persian
tongue, signify, *Glory to Scbesing,’ the same gol as Ormyzd, This
formula is an epitome of the prayer given in the sacred books of the
Persians, which Mithras, his eyes raised 0 heaven, addressed to-Or-
muzd, imploring parden for the sin sommitted by the first man and
woman ; the words of M.thros agree perfectly with those which Zoro-
aster aseribes to Ormuzd hinself, the sense being : if Meschia {the
fiest man). had not given-to Ahrimzan 5 worshi p due to Obmnzd alone,
* his sonl,.created puro and immovtal, would have been established in
bliss in the time deareed for recompensing pure sonls! The Madiatar,
the Word, the Mithras of Zorouater, wlio waa to restory harmonyg betweon
hearea anil earth, and to teivmph over the evil o4e, aeco+ding to
Thespompe, is mentioned, in Plato under the nams of Aoyos. Tosum
up-in o word, adds M. Eayard, I shall sy that the =sligions syatems of
the Persians reeognised a supreme, invisible, incomprehensible god,
havinz ueither beginning ner end ; 5 triad ra'ing the world, and eom-
posed of this one god and of the other two gols, created an1 visible,
one of which fulfils the funotions of mesliator and saviour, Zoronater,
in fine, assuming to himself tha quslity of Messinh or liberator, an-
nounead to the entire world, that after his death:should spring from
him, 1n g miraculous manner, three sons—Oschederman, Os-hedermah,
and Sosigsch. At the voice of this last, the whole earth will smbrase
the law, ¢He will choose from the suffering world the esed of Daroudj,
the two-footed (the unclean man), he will destroy ihe tempter, the
bodies of the world wilt be pure. Finally, ‘this Inst liberator will
effect the rosurreciion of tha dead, and the renovation of bodies.’
D'Hervelot, in his Bibliothdque Orientala, hiad already drawn attention
to this important tradition of the miraculous birth of a liberator pro-
mised by Zoroaster. Here ave his words: ‘About Faradj, in his fifth
dynasty, says that Zardascht (Zovoaster), author of the Magonssinh,
had announced that the liberator should be born of a-virgin ' We
now understand why the magi will come to adoro the divine son of
Mary, in the stable of Bethlehem. ‘An invariable tradition,’ sivs
M. Layord, ‘speaks of them as coming from Perais, aud ns being the
first who offered their homage to tha Infant God, saviour of the world,
at his birth.,! The magi, disciples of the Chaldeans, had not forgatten
3};&9 %r?]io‘hecy of the son of Beor: *A stur wiil nrise in the midst of

cob, .

China, enntoned in its isalation, as in the ¢ Invariable Milien,’
holds the same languags on this subject as Persia. The minister Phi
consulted Confuciug, and snid to him, ‘* O, ministor, are you- not a
holy man " He replied, © By no effort of memory ean I eall to mind
any one worthy of that name.” * But,” said-the minister, “ fhe three
Kings, were nob they suints P The thres Kinga,” replied Confucins,
“ were endowed with superior excollence, and fillel with-an enlightened
prudeuce, and an invincible couvage ; but, Khiéou, snints they were
uone, that I know of.”, The minister resumed : * The five lords ; wero
they not suints ' “The five lomls” replied Confucins, © being en-
dowed with an_exalted goodsiess, exercised a divine charity and an
unalterable justice ; but, Khitou, saints they were none, that T know
of” The nunister questioned him again : * The thres who bore the
name of Augustus; were they not saints?” " The fhree mamed
Angustus,” repliecd Confucins, may havs done good in their tims,
but, Khiéor, saints they wero none, that I know of,” The minister,
saized with netenisliment, said to Lim at last, * If such be the ense, who
is there worthy of the name of saint ?* Confurius, moved, replied
however witlh sweetnoss, @ Khiton, T have heard it said that in the
West would appear & Holy Man, who, withont exercising any aet of
government, would quell disturbanges ; who, without opening his lips,
would inssire a spontaneous {ujth who, without effecting any
changes, wor'd produce naturally an ocean of meritorious actions. To
10 man has it been given to say his name ; but, Xhidou, I I'-ave heard
that he alone is the true Saint”  Ilere ave wordls, not less explict,
which we ‘“oroow from Tchoung Young, recently translated by

had
o8t leavned aeso seholar, AL Pauthier. ** The wise prince,” s8ya

Confuciug, * seeks from superior minds aud intellocts s proof of the’
truth, and, consequently, he has s profound knowledge of the Oelestial
mandate; for 8 hundred generations has he been awaiting the coming
of the Holy Man, and he is not subject to our errors. Let this
soversignly-just man appear, with his virtues, Lis powerful faculties,
and the people will not fail o tostify their veneration for him s lot
him spenk, and the people will yield immplicit feith: to “is words ; lat
him act, and the peoplo will not be wanting in expressions of joy.
Thus, the renown of his virtues is an ocean whicl inundates the
empire on all riles; it renches even to the barbavous nations of the
southern nnd northern regions ; wherever ships or caravans resort for
trade ;. wherever the powers of human mdustry can penetrate, in
overy plaee wnder the: canopy of heaven, in every spot on this globe
natillumied by the rags of sun and light, or fortilised by the dews of
“Renven and the morning miat 3 all human beings, who live and breathe,
cannot fail to love and revore him. For this reason is it snid thut hs:
facultics, his mighty powers, and’ virtues exalt him to the heavens.”
Reading thess surprising words, one might take them for n paraphraso
on the inspired ones of Isracl. * The nations shall walk in His light,
and the Kiags in the splendor of His glory”® ¢ Arise, O Jerusalems,
and stand on high, and look sbout towards tho east and behold-thy
children gathersd together from the rising to the sstting san by the
word of the Holy One rejoicing in the rememnbrance of Jod.” .

Iadia, with its multiform inearniitions of Vishnu, spoaks as Chias
sad Persin. We have already touched on this point. The pavable of
the Prodigal Son, forming the fourth chapter of ¢ Lotus de la Boune
Loi,’ one' of the best known of the sacred’ Bdoks which corpdao tite
volumimous literature of the Buddhista, has bven transinted within'
the last few yenrs by MM. E. Burnouf and Foucaur. Munkind is-
there represouted, ns in the gospel, under the figure of a snn, separated
for mauy yoars from the tendercst of fathers. * We have gong-
astray, we are powerl:ss, we are incapable of any effort of otrselves,’
say the sages. Beghovat brings them the law, which they had not’
yet heard. Struck with surprise and admiration, filled with éxtreme
Joy, they rise up, bend the right knea to the earth, bow profoundiy;,
snd join their hands before Beghovat, Their gladness eguals that of
the Prodigal Son who has onee again founi his father. X

“ The islands wait for thee,” had enid the inwptred PropHets;_ hu!l-
ing through long ages the coming of the desired*of’ nations. Tu s nbt
alittle surprising to find the echo of this irrspired word in the two
Americas, those vast continents whose existence the andient world
surmised, but never realised. * A frightful serpent,” say the Salum;s,
“ formerly ravaged the borders of Orinoco. The Goc‘: Para sent His-
son from heaven upon the earth to combat this formidable serpent.
The monster was vanquished and killed. Para theu said tothe demon,
who dwelt in the body of the reptils, * Begone to Heli, ae_cursal one:!
Never shalt thou re-enter wmy houss. ™ 'Pia Norgh Americana are not
less expliciy than those of the South. * An anclent prophecy, says:
M. Humboldt, #led tho Mexicans to hops for a beneficent roform in
Eheir religions ceremonios ; the burthen of thiy prophesy was that
Centeoth, in the end, would triumph over the fergeit, Jf the q‘her'
gods, aad ghat human sacrifices would give place to innocm'f. offerings,.
Lsuch a8 the first frnits of the harvests,” It is a trx.mslatmn in the
artless idiom of the savages of the well known prediction of Malu:'h)‘f.
* For from the rising of the sun evea to the going down, my name 1%
great among the (entiles, and in every placa thereria a sserifice, and
thers ia offered to my nams a clean obiation.” The dogma of the
‘rehabilitation is- found in all the traditions of the human race, closely
linked with that of the eriginal full. “The woman o_t' the serpent,}
called also the woman of ocur flesh, beeause the Mexicans pegardad
her a3 the mother of all mortals,” continues M Humboldt, * ia always
represented in connection with a great serpent, and other paintings:
present to ws a spotted snake, cut in pieces by the great spirk
Tezentlipon, or by the sun personified, the god Ponatuch, who appesrs’
to be identical with the Krischna of the Hindoos, celebirated in th_B‘
‘Bhagavata Pourana, and with the Mithras of the Perstwis. This
serpent, overthrown by the great spirit when he takes the form of one
“of the subordinate divinities, it the gexius of evil—a trne Kako+
daimon.” Finally, to complete these conce tions on a point of sueh
leading interest, M. [Tumboldt adds =~ We find in several rituals of
the ancient Mexicans, the fgure of an unknown animal, ’ndorged with:
acollarand o kind of harness: but pitreet with darts.” Feom the
tradirions whieh hava been preserved eo our time, ii ia the symbal of
suffering innocence ; ns such, the representatio1 reealls the lamb of
the Hobrews, or the mystic idea of an expiatory sacrifice; destined to
appease the nauger of the Divinity,

Astonishing unanimity of hope and belief i1 n liberator, through--
ouf the most distant and widely romavel reglons o' the ghbe_! The
Mediator of Persia, China, Tndis, anl the two Ame_l‘u 19, was 1'uvolse:1‘
in the forests of the Novth, under the snowy vault of the Ssandinavian:

| +ky, by Vola, the sacred prophetess, in the assembly of the podds

"Agaln, we have, under the title of Voluspn, thit strangs hymn whicir:
M. du Méril calls the * Song of the Sibyl,” and- M. Ampirs, the
* Apocalypse of the North.” “The traditwas on whicl this sucient
poem rests, belong to the-most ancient Seandinvian Myiholozy. Here:
the gods are posmicul beings, not heroic personages. It is o fragment;,-
or more, the re-uninn of several fragments, which contiin a summary”
of the principal Scandinavivn myths, callel to miand rather than re«
traced, by some fihe strokes of a poetry often obs:u-"c,‘. always?
funtastical, oceasionally sublime.” Taving rebraced the-oriziu of tho-
world, the-ereation: of man, and” the labara of the gods, Vul.-;_wlates«
the coming of the evil genius and the perseverance ef men whieh fol~
lowed s a consequence. llero her struin becomas elernied : — The*
plain where Saturn and the' good gads,” she continues, * will mest i
combat haa a hundred days march in lenzth and breadth:  Bzhotd the

place which is assigned to them.” Kverything connscted with this
great combak, whose issue ia to decide the destiny of the wgrlc'i, g
“ developed,” eays M. Ampére, “ with the complaissnce of a vibphet:
who menaces his enemies” Finally, vietory will rémain with ter
Grods, the world will be renewed, and'the reign of justico will com-~

menee, never more to-snd..



