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{Saturday, May 17, 1873,

mwake all the money they can out
{applause). ]

It is mo apology to say that the evil is only negative, and that,
although the instruction” of the eommon schools imparts nothing
positively religious, neither do they impart anything irreligious 3 that
they leave the mind, as to religion and morals, a fabule rasa—a blank.
Nhis is just its evil; this constitutes the very danger of this [alse
system. Glive the plant no sun, no heat, no moisture, and it will die
qQuite as effectuaily as if you would put 4 worm at its roots ; give n
<bild 1o food, no drink, no aiv, and its death is as certain as i you
qave it poison ; so, give the spirit no religious culture and it dies. It
-- not positive opposition, but negative indifference, that is at the root
of this evil ; and it is in this 8s in other cages, that distance, eoldness,
and carelessness, more than all else, slienates the heart from all it
ought to love. The child weaned in early infancy, removed from ite
mother, brought up amongst strangers, not permitted to hear her name
pronounced, except with the upturned finger of caution, hearing it is
almost & crime to praise her virtues—such = ¢hild can never have any
of the feelings which belong to the relution of & child with jte mothsr,
It is just the same when Caiholic children are €vaired outside of the
Chureh, where her name is never heard except in a way that implies,
#ke needs to be wartcked.

On the other hand, the State says,  How shall we manage to
please ell partien P’  Ard her shortest answer to that gnestion {s that
religion is to be banished from the school-room-—that as there are so
many religions in America, one cannot be taught without oftending the
consoiences of the others. And I must here observe that the State is
not very fortunate in pleasing any class with their schools. In the
first place, they have the Protestant Bible read, which tells the Jewish
child that his fathers murdered the son of God, his Redeemer; which,
of course, aleo states that our Saviour is God, and that there is a
Trinity of Persans in Grod, and therefore offends the Unitarian and the
Free Religionist. The protest of these olanses against the common
schools finds expression in the Jewish amd "Quaker schools of the
country ; they will not send their children to the common sehools.
And w{mt makes the whole matter so ridiculous before the publie is,
that they have made the schools appear entirely Protestant. The Pro-
testant Bible is read every morning after the roll is called, and the
Protestant form of the Lurd's Prayer: “OQur Futher, which art in
Heaven "~- Thine is t1.e kingdom, the povwer, and the glory,” s made
use of ; and in what is called the * commencement exerciees,” they are
opened by prayer by ono Protestant minister, and closed by the
benediction of another, while the Catholic priest is never ealled upon
to enter these schools, and is entirely iguored so far as having any

RIGHY OR INTEREST IN THEM.

E 1 skmply ridiculous to think that any teacher can entirely
diverea religion from education. It is mixed up witl: everything the
child learns—withy geography, history, grammer, and ail branches of
education—and the teacher, in teaching these branches, ram, by delicate
innuendees, encers, or ridicule, do more in sapping tie foundation of
Faith in that child than by any open attack upon the Church, For
instanee, * Wilson’s Qutlines of Modern History * is o text-book which,
if not taught now, certainly was taught in thousands of these public
#chools, and, for all I know, may be used at this moment in them. Out
of tgia book I will read you a few questions which were put to the
pupilg :—

P Q.—What was the moral character of the Popes in the sixtesnth
ecntury 2

A.—They were immersed in the blackest erimes, whilst they
avowed and their adhersnis proclaimed the doctrine of thejr
irfallibility

Q~—Who was Martin Luther P

A,~A man of bigh reputation for sanetity and learning—a Pro-
fessor of Theology at Wurtemburg-on-the-Rlhe,

Now, such teaching as that, does it or does it not tend, of its own
nature, to eaunse Catholic children to become foss to the Catholie
Church, or to silently fall away and give up its practices? (hisses).
Yea! 1 assert thut af they hear anything upon religion, the teachers,
for the most part being Protestants, in teaching either geozraphy or
history, will be sure to throw in some Liut of the © Glorions Reforma-
tion of the Sizteenth Century,” which the pupil, up to that time, knew
and believed wes simply an Apostecy, that made a creed on its own
authority, ite principles veducing faith to & mere opinion, and virtue
eonsequently to simple convenieace and tuste.

1 defy Lim to teach the history of England at that period without
either upholding or denying the trath of Cutholicity. He might as
well try to teach geometry aud avoid mention of circles and triangles
a8 fo attempt to teach this history withous implying that the Catholic
Faith ia true or false.

How cau the Protestant teacher in the public school teach that
chapter on the Reformation to the Cutholie child? He would have to
suy that the Catholio religion was the true cme at the tima of the
Reformation, and if it was trie a6 that time it is trie now ; therefore
ail tho rest are fulse. Or he will have to say that all religions are
equally true, or the ridiculous absu~dity that all are equully false ; but
if he keeps silent he practically instils

INFIDELITY INTO THE INFANT MINDE,

But o parent may say: “ The publie schools give my ohildren

the best education to qualify them for this world, then why shall T
gend them to the Catholic sehools P  Tho common sa ing, * Whero
ignorance s bliss *tis folly to be wise,” is eminently applicable and in-
fullibly true in this case (laughter). Ignoranece of profaze learning,
accompanied with the simplicity of faith and the knowledge of the
Divine truth which it tenches, is infinitely preferable to all the pagan
education which such Godless schools impart, 'The worst thing that
can be anid of them ie that they profess to tench no religion at all.
And is not the tendency of this evough to make a child a pagen or an
mfidel ? to make the schools the prolific sodrce of those latitudinarian
rineiples, and the origin of all the infidelity that pervades the land
%Thnt does it tell that child, asit lifts its haughty head and stalks
abwond: with, majestic: aivs,,

of such & responsible positio®

" what ore his feelings at the absence of all Cath

Eatter, very good for the parents at times, but not nceessary for ¥
em.

Of courre the achool is not purely an fidel achool]; but it matters
little if the Catholic child lo: " Divine fatththor gl bub it mutter

se8 Divine fnith—that fuith which is f
that ohild the first root of gr of and germ of Slowr

L i b : 85 grace is the root and germ of glory
—whether it was in an infidel or sectarian schoo! that he lost it.  One

thing is clear: he never hears  favorable word concerning it, for
though no direct attack may be made on it, yot the very atmosphers
that ke breathes there is infected with hostility to his creed ; and
mora eepacially the child of Irish parents is assoviated for the mosb
pa!rt,‘ in those, schools, with the uncompromising enemies of his
religion.

g'ZI.‘lrw science which prodnces saintliness is not a part of this system ;
and whilst it talks about the freedom -and the right of public schools,
it passes over, untonched and unrevealed, the worst 0}7 all elavery—a
moral slavery, which likewise overclonds the intelleet on all matters
which rise above the material life; and the very highest perfection
it aime at is to treat the pupil ag an intelletun] being simply, and no
more ; that Christianity eome into the world to promote civilizntion
sud shonld rank secoud to it ; that development of commerce, the
accumulation and distribution of wealth, the diseoveries of physical
science, “the easing of the wheels of society,” maiing the world
in fact, the home, and this life the objeot, of man: as if thess wers
the grand ends which the Lord had in view in giving Himself a spori-
fice for His creatures—that our last end Iay in cowmfortable homes, pal-
ace cars, abundance of food, hridges, railways, canals and docks, with a
wide empire and the fair array of a well-ordered goverament and the
charme of a well chosen society. Ah! how differentis all this from
the principles and teachings of the Catholic Church, which las ever
oxhibited, where she had full development, her influence upon the
buman heart, and the interior life of man, Catholic not merely in
territorinl extension, becanse, from the rising to the settang of the ann,
she has erected her altars and offered up hor sacrifice in every land;
bat Catholic also as appealing to 81l the faculties and the feelings of
our complieated humanity {applanse)~—subordiaating them all in well.
ordered harmouy to the greater glory of the Creator and kindling every -
where the genius of her children, by the light of Faith and warmth of
Christion Iove ; making it fruitful for God’s honur and man's apiri-
tual progress; foaring neither the march of intelloct nor the progrees
of knowledge; having uothing to fear, bul everything to gain from
truo liberty, as free discussion, shew up the deformity of error and
the beanty and symmetry of Catholic truth (zvest applanse). Yes!
this Carholic Ohurch has a creed to sway the actions, to curb the
passions, and to give an interior conviction of religious truth, Yes! we
believe that religion is not Jocked up by the sexton’s key iu the cathe-
dral, io be circulated from Sunday to Sunday, or on some week day
morning, when there may be people to raceive it ; but thatit was ine
tended hy Jod to enter into all our dealings, labors, and relation.
that by ita inhererit blessings man was to be made happy here a3 we™
a8 hereafter. The fesr on the part of the Catholic boy manfully to
manifest his religious spirit, which is an obstacle to religious practives
in the schools, is & paltry human respect which very often atterwards
makes him & elave to a bad public opinion. Take a boy from the
school of the Ohristien Brothers and bring him into a public school »
olic proctices, of '
Catholic teaching ? The school has no sacred images, and the children
must hide their rosaries. Of course they are not asked to apostatize
from their faith, but then they are not allowed to make any professiou _
of it for o many minutes and hours of the dey; that is to say, the
State buries their souls for so many minutes sed hours of time ; and
during these periods religion is in‘abeyanue, and the Cathokio energies
of the soul muat lie dormant. That boy uever hears a word of the
glorious old maxims of the Cathaliec Church, * That life is better than.
food ;” * that to save men's rouls is bettar than to foed them,” * thay
the hairs of the head are all numbered, and the flight of the
sparrow is traced ;" * that all should be veconciled to their lobin
lifs, for that the Almighty God bestows the blossings of thia
life ageording to weight and measura.”  These would take away that
envy, and sweep from the very roots {hat Jjealousy and discontent so
nutural fo the humble classes, the remote and the immediate canse of
the strife betweon eapital and labor, whish is now the great problem
of the age (uppluuaeB

Again the assertion that the public schools give the best educu-

tion evenin a literary point of view, I deny. A scholar from the
Christian Brothers’ achools is as fully and thoroughly instructed when
he goes out in the world us one from the public-schools, notwithstand-
ing all the pecuniary advantages which the public schools have over
our Oatholic schools. They have the publia treasury at their backs to
secure guccess ; our achools have to depend entirely upon voluntary
contributions. What would they be if we had our share of the public
fonds—money fo build, good saleries for our teachers, all the schosl
furnitare, even down to the slate-poncils, free to the children—the
advantages now possessed by the public schools The parents say,
“How will I pay the public school tax and then pay for my own
school 7 My answer is if that child of yours was sick, and one doctor

- failed to heal hie, would it not be bebter to call in another, and pay

for the serviees of both in order to

SAVE THE CHILDP

The Btate says again there are so many sects in this epunty y how'
shall we give each their proportion of the public funds? T answer: Give
the Catholicsone portion, snd then manage 8o that the other sects, whion,
according to their own admission, though differing on minor points.
yet agres upon some common principles, can conveniently divide the
remunder among themselves (applause). The Catholics must stand
alone, beeause their dootrines are dismetrically opposed to the differens
seots, but the Protestanta can so adjnst their dootrinal differences s 6o
hold corrmon schools among themselves, and get their share of the
publie funde. .

Finally, my friends, that Church: which emerged from the persecus
tions of the Romen emperors has baen the grant edueating body of the

bub that religion is a purely acconda 5, knowledge as it advanced,

world, Bhe hos headed the warch of thought and systematized
Her hishops, her dioceses, sud her monsstio:



