
"Finally, in open violation to thenatural righta ofparents andofthe sacred rights of the Church and to leave to the rising generation noloophole of escape from anti-Christian influences, education must becompulsory. What a bitter satire on the v iunted liberty of the ageisthis, that the peoplemust be compelled by fine and imprisonment toseceive educational liberty! If thepublic opinionof the a»e be in re-ality enlightened, why should itbe necessary to proclaim compulsoryeducation as one of the great wants of society ? And if it be asunenlightened as to deserve for its persistent ignorance and severetreatment awarded to thieves andevil doers, whatare we to thiuk ofthe pretensiona of thosemen who mako war on the Church in thename of the enlightened nineteenth century? These inconsistentcompulsory educational la*a would have been unnecessary hod therebeenno fetters placed en the action of the Catholic Church. Shebinds her sacred ministers continually to impress on the minds oiparents, that the education of theirchildren is a duty imposedon themby Godhimself in the sth Commandment of the Decalogue, and onthe minds o£ children, that they are bound to devote themselves tosuch studies asmay suit their state in this world, and prepare foreternity in thenext. This is the sweet power of compulsion of which,
theCatholicChurch possesses the secret, and when she places it inhands ofsomemeek brother orgentlo nun, whosehearts omptiedof oilearthly affections, beat only withloveof C!ni->t and His little ones she
promotes the spreadof educationmore efficiently thancanever be doneby apenal code b.istling with finea and penalties. Wo cannot but lookwith alarm,on these growing attempts tosubstitutephysical for moralttompuJsioa inmatters of suchsacred importance. When the senseofnaoral obligation has been awakened in the community, when menHave forgottenhow toobey for conscience1sake when the jail and thepolicesupply the chief sanction whichia to protect the law, the dU-solation ofsociety is not far distant. And yet this will undoubtedlybe the outcome of the system of gratuitous, secular, and compulsory-"''"tiriciu. frrU^^-rvQPal^oajyit^gJaa^u^hfiajvyhfireit ia not sup-

virtue, wemust protectit with,our ownsouls,andin thesouls of thosewhodepend onus, from the perniciousinfluencesof dangerous read.inK. When you knowthat abook,howeverremarkable,or a journal,howeverbrilliant,l9openly or covertly hostile to the spiritoffaith, letno weakdiffidence of.public opinioninduce you to run the risk ofperusingit. Andbesides protecting,youmust strengthen your faith.For this purpose, to prayer and to constantbearing of the Word ofGod you should add the reading of works written in defence andexplanationofthe Catholicdqctriue. Benot led awayby theexample
ofthose who defend the.reading of dangerous books on the groundthat.in these daysit isnecessary toknow whatis saidagainsc reliaiop.When men, the whole amount of whoseCatholioknowledge ialimited
to indistinct reccollections of the Catechism, learnedby theminchild-hood,spend the best part of their lives over books in which infidelityparadesits blasphemies,now with assumed gravity as scientific con-clusions,nowbrilliant with wit and literary grace,is it wonderful thatmany should suffer the sad shipwreck of their faith? The more tsr,seeing that whilethey unceasingly exposethemselvesto the influenceshostile to faith,these unhappy persons sedulously avoid the sermonsand other religious instructions whichour Holy Mother the Churchprovidesfor her children. Finally,,weshouldavailourselves to the ful-lestextentofallourrights as citizenstoprotestagainst theattacks madeon the authorityof theChurch, and especially against the injustice
done to us in thematter ofeducation.*- *.
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:. ./'.But,beloved,brethren," says St, Cyprian, weought not in tb:»matter to overlook, the truth, nor should the shadow of this fettpersecution so blind our mind and sense as toleave us without light
to understand,the d.ivine ordinances. By learningthecause of thesecalamitiesweshall discover theremedy for our wound. TheLordhaswishedto tryHis .household, and as* longrepose had corrupted thediscipline which had, conic dowutousf.ora God, the Divine judge-
ment has awakened our faith from a declining, and ifImay so speaL,an almost slumbering;state; and whereas we deserved yet more forour sins, themost,merciful Lordhas so moderated all,that what hjv*passedseemed rather,a trjalof whatwo were than an actual inflictionThus spokeSt. Cyprian (»), whenhe sought to explain to his strickenflock tlje designs of Divine Proridence inpermitting the terribleper-
secution of Galliusj and if the sins of the faithful, in the thirdpen>
tury were notwithouttheir share in bringingsufferings on theChurch,can weflatter ourselves in the belief that the sins by which wedailyprovoke theDivine anger have nopart inearning the persecution thatrages to-day. 'Longago it was foretold,'says St. Bernard,speakingof
the Church 'and the time of fulfilment, has now come;behold,in-peace is my.bitterness most bitter: it was bitter when the martyrswere slaughtered,morebitter still when heresy raged,but most bitterat the present time on account ,of the morals of her own children,... Inthe.seour days, is heard* the voiceof theChurch lamenting
aloud:Ihave brought up children and exalted them, but they havedespised ma: fhey. have despisedme and dishonoured me by thei-shameful lives,,by their foul greed of grain, by filthy intercourse, Lythebusiness that walketh.about indarkness." Oh, this mother of oi'f
souls mournsover.theguilt of those Christians who, not only amon"the disobedientArmeniansin theEast, but elsewhere, to the scandalof the faithful, dare,with sacriligeous hand, to rend by schism th-?seamless,r,obe of the Church's unity. How she mourns for the thou-sands who inIreland render fruitless all her maternal care for the; "
salvation,by their,.persistencein the awful crime ofdrunkenness,which
is the fertile sourceof co muchsin. Dearly belovedbrethren, let Usno longer rausoour mother's tears to flow, or strengthen the arm of'her persecutors by our sins, butrather in the spirit ofhumility, and In
a contrite heart, let ua strive to appease the anger of the God ofJustice. The r,ains, the tempests, and the epidemic diseases wit'vwhichthe worldhas been so continuallj visited,bear evident markauf
a chastisement fromheaven, andmake our present positionandfutui -
prospects gloomy in the extreme. Let v-», then, hnmble ourselvesunder thepowerfulhandof God,and by frequent supplications to theVirgin Mother, and to St. Joseph, the protector of .the Univerea1Church, letus.endeavour to avert the calamities that impendover u-.And since the enemies of theChurch have refused to allow tha Sacre«Host of our DivineLord to be invoked by the victims of their perscuting laws, how better can we show ourgrief for His injured honourandour grief for His suffering Church, than by the solemn consecration ofCatholioIreland to the niosc sacred Heart ofJesus. To thisact of devotion andreparation wenow invite you. The Heartof theWord Incarnate is the fountain whence flows the bloodthat cleanses-us fromall Bin. Let usplaceas a sign on our sin-stained souls thebloodof the Lamb, and the exterminating angel of persecution will
notbe able rohurt ua. Then shall we see the 'woe that shall comeupou the nation that riaeth up agaitnt our people; for the LordAlmighty will take revengeou them, in the day of judgment ho Vi'lvisit them.' Then, shall be fulfilled £in our regard the Church'sprayer that wemay not be disheartenedby.the tribulationswhich sh*may have to bear for our sakes;they rather shall be- our glory, fo.>"
noneof us shall suffer aa a murderer,or a miler, or a thief, or t>coveter of other men's things; but if as a Christian let ua not b-j

ashamed,but let ua glorify Godin His name.' To the SacredHea*:ofJesus Christ, then, dearly beloved, we, your unworthy pastors,thhday commend your souls, so dear toChrist, whoredeemed them TilthHis precious blood;so dear toua, who must so aoongive an account
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madeby theLegislature,inbehalfofeducation,have been accompanied
-ty.'conditions which have,up. to.the present time, deprived' many
meritorious^ teachers of> thelong expected rewards of their labors

—
rewards which.should have been made dependent on their certifiedefficiency. Without faith it is impossible to please God;and whatdoth itprofit a man if he gain thewhole world andsuffer the loss ofhis- own sohl? Tliese are, in brief, the eternal truths which mus£
'governour conduct in this matter, whichdirectly concerns the eternalsalvationof our flocks, andamid all difficulties and perplexities withwhichthe question is surrounded, the-.heavenly simplicity of thesewords of God willbe 'alampto our feet,anda light to our ;path;'"nd the

'
law ofHis mouth will be good tous above thousandsofgold

"ndsilver.' (I) .
"On the other hand,with.a uniformity whiph revealsaplan ofUnited action andobedience to thesame word of,command, the infidel

party in France, in Germany,in Belgium, in Spain, in Australia, inAmerica,and in. countries, nearer home, has put forth a scheme ofuniversal education, the essential feature of whichis, thatit shall begratuitous,secular, and compulsory.
..-' "What chiefly.recommends these three qualities of the moderneducational system ia, however, that they ensure the exclusion ofwßp^r „ .. ...„,."The CatholicChurch canneverlook with dislikeupon a systemof education,merely becauseit is gratuitous. R.She loves toowell Himwhosaid, 'Suffer little childrento comeuntoMe, andforbid themnot,'
to allow any considerationofhumaninterest tohinder theapproachofthe verypoorestchildren to the sanctuary of her maternal bosom. Ifto be gratuitous be a merit.injeducation, thenshould religious schools'be admittedly the most perfect, the world has .ever seen, for theygratuitously give notonly an education of thebest kind,but they givealso theunpaid, theunpurchasableserviceofholy menand women, whoexpendtheir energiesarid telencs in teachingthepoor of Christ with-out other rewardthan tbeinsultsheapeduponthemby the well-paid
patronsofgratuitous education..When thetnovelsystemsof education"hallhave produced teachers equal in silent, loving, patient unpaidlabour,to thememoers of the religious congregations, then, but nottill then,shall webelievethenew-born admirationof gratuitous educa-tion tobe sincere. Butas long as gratuitous education means thatCatholic parents shall be heavilytaxed to pay enormoussalaries to onarmy ofinspectorsand teachers, whose chief workit willbe to slay theCatholic faithin the souls of children, we cannot but consider the cryfor gratuitous education to be apieceof mockinghypocrisy.' Andcan!that educationbe called gratuitous in whicha Catholic parent is forced1
topay for what he believesto be the moral ruin of his own child ?

""lt is unnecessary todwell upon theevilconsequences that mustfollow to faith from the second special quality of the new school "
namely, their secular character. 'Without Christian .schools,' saytheBishops of Germany, 'in which the Church can exercise the in-fluence that belongs toher, there is no religious education. A school■whichis not in fullharmony with the Church and with,the Christianfamilyia a most deadly foe of both j itis an anti-Church and an anti-femily (school), which alienates the children from the heart of thoirparents and from the spiritof the Church, rendering them," in afashion hitherto unknownin histoty,either irreligious, or, at best, in-different to religion.'
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