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made by the Legielatue, in behalf of eduoation, bave boen accompanied
“by:conditions whioh htive, up: to. the present time, deprived: many
meritorious. teachers of. the-long expected. rewards of their labors—
rewards which should-have been made dependent on:their certified
efficioncy, Without faith it is impomsible to plesse God; and what
doth it profit a manif he gain theswhole world and sulfer the loss of
his. own ‘soul ? These ‘sre, in brief, the eternal tiuths which. masé
‘gevern our conduct in.this matter, whieh directly conoerns the -eternal
ealvation of our flocks, and amid a}! difficultior and perplexities with
which the- question is surrounded, the _heavenly simplicity. of: these
words of Ged will be ‘o lamp to our fest, and a light to our ‘path;’
and the * law of His mouth will be good to us sbove thensands of gold
and silver.” (7} .. o L ‘
“0n the other bavd, with.a uniformity whigh roveals a plan of
united setion and obedience to the same word of, covimand, the infidel
party in France, in Germany, in Belgimm, in Spain, in Austrplia, in
Americs, and in_countries, nearer home, has put forth a scheme of
tuivivaal education, the essential feature of which is, that it shall be
Sratuitous, secular, and compulsory. o .
> “What chiefly. recommends these three quaiities of the modern
educational system is, however, that they ensure the exclusion of

religion,
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““ The Catholic Church can never look with dislike upon a system
of education merely bacause it is gratuitous. - She loves too well Him

Tho snid, ‘Suffer little children to comb unto Me, and forbid them not! matter to overlook, the truth, nor should the shadow of this fel}

%o allow any cousideration of human interest to hinder the approach of
$he very poorest childven to the sanctuary of her maternal bosom. It
to be gratuitous bo & merit in_education, then should religions achools!
bo admittedly the most perfect the world has ever seen, for they
gratuitously give bot only an education of the best kind, but they give
aléo tho unpaid, the unpurchasable service of holy men and women, who
expend their encrgies and telents in teaching the poor of Christ with-
out other reward than the,insults heaped upon them by the well-paid
patrons of gratuitons education. . When the novel systems of education
shall have produced teachers equal in silent, loving, patient unpaid,
Iabour, to S:e memvers of the religione congregations, then, but not
till then, shall we believe tho new-born admiration of gramitous educa-
$ion to be sincere.  But as long ss gratuitous education means that
Catholic parents shall be heavily taxed to pay enormous enlaries to nn
army of inspectors and teachers. whose chief work it will be to slay the
€Cathiolic faith in the souls of children, we cannot but consider the ery
for gratuitous edncution to be a pisce of moceking hypoerisy,” And can!
that education be called gratuitous in whioh a Catholic parent is forced’
to pay for what Lo believes to be the moral ruin of his own child ?

‘“Tt is unpecessory to dwell upon the evil consequences that must
follow to fauth from the second special quality of the new school ;
namely, their secular character, ¢ Without Uhristian 2chools,” any
the Bishops of Germany, * in which the Church can exercise the .
fluence that belongs to her, there is no religions edueation. A school
which is not in full harmony with the Church and with. the Christian
family is o most deadly fo: of both; it is an anti-Church ond an anti=
family (school), which elienates the children from the henrt of, thoir
&arenta and from the spirit of the Clurch, rendering them, in a

ghion bitherto unknown in histoty, either irreligious, or, at best, in-
different to relizion.’

* Finally, in open violation to the natural rights of parents and of
the aacred ¥ights of the Church and to leave to the rising generation no
loophole of escape from anti-Clwistian influences, educstion muat be
compuolsory. What a bitter satire on the v nuted liberty of the age ia
this, that the people must be compelled by fine and imprisontment to
receive educafional liberty ! If the public opinion of the age be in re-
ality enlightened, why should it be necessary to proclaim compulsory
education as one of the great wants of society P And if it be as
unenlightened ns to deserve for its persistent ignorance and severs
treatment nwarded to thieves and evil doers, what are we to think of
the pretensions of those rnen who make war on the Church in the
name of the eniightoned nineteenth contury? These inconsistent
sompulsory educational la#s would have beon unnecessary hod there
been no fetters placed en the action of the Catholic Church. She
binds her sucred ministers continually to impress on the minds of
parents, that the education of their children is o duty imposed on them
by God himself in the 5th Commandment of the Decalogue, and on
the minds of children, that they are bound to devots thewnselves to
such, studies as may suit their state in this world, and prepare {or
eterpity in the next.  This is the sweat power of compulsion of which
the Catholic Chureh possesses the sceret, nad when she places it in
hands of some meek brother or gentlo nun, whose hearts emptied of all
earthly affections, beub only with love of Christ and His listle ones, she
Eromotes the spread of education more efliciently than can ever be done

¥ o penal code beistling with fines and penultiss, We eannot but look
wikh alarm on these growing attempts to substibute physical for moral
gompulsion in matters ol such sacred importance. When the sense of
mara] obligation bhas been awakened in the commaunity, whea men
have forgotton how to obey for conscience’ sulie, when the jail and the
police supply the ehief sanction which is to protect the luw, the dis-
sol ation of society i3 not far distant. And yet this will undoubtedly
be the outeome of the system of graluitous, secular, and compulsory
—edngationg for themgr nu{&is 1es where it 18 not aup-

.to underatand the divine ordinances.

=

virtue, we must protect i with.our own souls, and in the souls of those
who d%gend on u, fram the pervicious inBuences of dangerous reads
ing. ha‘n you know that a book, however remarkable, or a journal,
however brifltant, is openly or covertly hostile to the =pirit of faith, let
no week giffidence of public opinjon mduce you to run the risk of
%emuing it.  And besides protecting, you must strengthen your faith,
'or this purpose, to J)myer and to constant heiring of the Word of
God you should add tho roading of works written in defence amd
explanation of tho Oatholic doctrine. Bo not led away by the example
of those who defend the .veading of dangerous booke on the groynd
that in these days it is necessary to know what is said againac religiop.
When men, the whole amount of whose Cathislie knowledge is limited
to indistinct reccollections of the Catechism, learned by them in child-
hood, spend the beat part of their lives over buoks in which infidelity
paraden ita blagphemies, now with sssumed gravity as seieutific cops
clusions, now brilliant with wit and literary grace, i3 it wonderful that
many should suffor the sad shipwreck of their faith? The more . £o,
.eeing that whila they unceasingly expose themaelves to the infiuenoes
hostile to fuitl, these unhappy persons sedulously avoid the sermons
and other religions instractions which our Holy Mother the Churok
“provides for Ler children, Finally, we should avail ourselves to the ful-
Eaét extent of all our rights as citizens to protest against the attacks made
on the anthority of the Church, and eapeciolly against the injustice

;

done to us in the matter of education,
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: 1. But, beloved brethren,” says St, Cyprinn, we ought not in this
porsecution so blind cur mind and sense as to leave us withont light
By learning the cause of thess
calamities we shall discoyer the remedy for our wound. The Tsord has
wished to try His hoasehold, and ns loug repose had corrapted the
discipline which had come downto us f.om God, the Divine judge-
ment has awakened our faith from a declining, and if I may so spea.. ,
an almost slumbering state; and wheress we deserved yet more for
our sins, the most. mereiful Lord hns so moderated all, that what hp:
pnssed seemed rather a trial of what we were than an nctual inflistion
Thug spoke 8t Cyprian (), when he sought to explam to his stricken
flock the designs of Divine Providence in permitting the terrible per-
recution of Galliug; and if the sine of the fuithful, in the third een-
tury were not without their share in bringing sufferings on the Church,
ocan we flatter ourselves in the beliof that the sins by which we daily
provoke the Divine anger have no part in causing the persecution thaé
rages to-day. ¢ Longago it was foretoid,’ says 8t. Bernard, speaking of
the Church *and the time of fulfilment, has now come; behold, in
pence is wny bitkerness most bitter: it was bitter when the martyvs
were slaughtered, more bitter atill when heresy raged, but most hitter
atthe present time on account of the morals of her own chiidren,
« + _» 1Inthese our days is heardthe voice of the Church lamenting
gloud : T have bronght up children and exalted them, but they have
despised me : they have despised me and dishonoured me by thei-
ehameful lives, by their foul greed.of grain, by filthy intercourss, Ly
the business that walketh about in darkness.” "Oh, this mobher of oir»
souls mourns over the guilt of those Christians who, not only amon-
the disobedient Armenions in the East, but elsewhers, to tha scandal
of the faithful, dave, with sacriligeous hand, to rend by schism th-
seamless robe of the Church's unity. How she mourns for the Ehou-
sands who in Irelgnd render fruitless all her maternal carve for the: -
salvation, by their.persistence in the awful crimoe of drunkenness, which
ia the fertile source of so much sin. Dearly beloved brethren, let us
no longer cause our mothet's tears to flow, or strengthen the arm of
her persecutors by our sins, but rather in the spirit of humility, and =
a contrite hearf, lek us strive to appease the anger of the God of
Justice. The xains, the tempests, and the epidemic disensea with
which the world has been go continunlly visited, bear evident marks of
a chastisement from heaven, and make our present position and futu. »-
prospocts gloomy in the extreme, Let us, then, hnmble ourselves
under the powerful hand of God, and by frequent supplications to the
Viegin Mother, and to 8t Joseph, the protector of the Universe'
Ghurch, let us.endenvour to avert the calamities that impend over u:
Ard sines the enemies of the Church have refused to allow the Sacreu
Host of our Divine Lord to ba invoked by the victima of their perz2
cuting luws, how better can we show our grief for His injured honour
end our prief for His suffering Church, than by the solemn conscers
tion of Catholis Irelund to the most sacred Heart of Jesus. To this
ret of devotion and reperation we now invite you. The Heart of the
Word Incaraste is the fountan whence flows the blood that cleanses
s from all sin, et us place ns o sign on our sin-stained soule the
blood of the Lamb, and the exterminating angel of persecution will
not ba abla ro hut ra, Then shull we soe the ®woe that shall eome
upou the nation that viseth up agninst our people; for the Lord
Almighty will take revenge on thew, in the day of jodgment he w'l
visit them. Thon shall be fulfilled fin our regurd the Church’s
prayer that we may hot be dishenrtenad by the tribulations which she
may have to bear for our sakes; they rather shull be- our glory, fie
‘none of us shall suffer as a murderer, or & railer, or a thief, or a
coveter of other men’s things; but if as a Christian let us not b
ashamed, but let us glorify God in His name.”  To the Sacred Heais
of Jusus Christ, then, dearly beloved, we, your unworlhy pastors, thi
day commend your souls, so dear to Christ, who redeemed them with

His precious biood ; so denr to us, who must so soon give an accoun.,
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