
"But the supreme effort to weaken the Church's influence is
madeon the educational field, by banishing religion from theschools,
whether ofhigher,middle,orprimary instruction. Inapastoralletterwhich weaddressedto youa few months ago, we endeavoured to set
beforeyouat some length, dearlybelovedbrethren, thedangers which
threaten your faith from pernicious systems of education. The ex-perience ofeveryday thathas since passedhas but strengthened the
convictions we then expressed,sanctioned the warnings we then gave,
and renderedus more determined than ever to straggle to the last,
withall the energy ofour hearts,helpedby the grace of God, against
everysystemof un-Oatholic education, nomatterfrom whatsource it
may come, or by whatpatronsitmaybe recommended. It is chiefly
for the consideration of difficulties arising on this all-important
subject of education that wearenow assembled;but wereservefor a
future occasion the resolutions we have adopted, confining ourselves
atpresent to express our deepregret thatthe generous grants lately

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Saturday, May10, 1873.]

Imade for thinpurposehaverealised 60,024roubles} outof which,afterpurchasing apieceof land,there remainsa balanceinhandof 27,403roubles. Inreference to this matter, the Government of the UnitedStateß has consented to make a most unusual exception to its laws'The convejanceof the landhadoriginally been executed in the nameofFather Bjoering as an American citizen,but has nowbeen trans-ferred to thatof Your Imperial Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary."The Bey. Father Bjoering here spoken of is an adventurer fromDenmark, who became a Catholic, and obtained ordination as aCatholic priest. He subsequently returned to Protestantism; afterwhich he saw that there was money to be made in the service ofButsian "Orthodoxy." Hehassent toCountTolstoy flaming accountsof theprogress theRussian religion was making inAmerica;but hisreportsalwaysconcluded with this formula:
—

MHave the goodness toincreasemysalary." Whenever the latter comes toanend,Ipromiseyouthat there will be no trace whatever of the Russian Church inNew York.
The Illnest \of the Hereditary Grand Duke.

—
The Grand-Duke

was taken ill on the19th,and not until the 25th wasitmade knownthathehadbeensmitten with typhus. It is hoped that the strength
of his constitution will carryhim through it. Ifhe die, itwillbe awarningfromHeavenanda great trial for Russia. The heir-apparent
wouldbe only four years old, and the regencywould causea divisionin the Imperial family as well as in the country. The Emperor is
much affectedat the blow with whichhe is threatened;and there is
greatemotion insociety and also amongst thepeople;for, asIhave
already informedyou,the anti-German feelings commonly attributed
to theGrand-Duke havegainedhim much popularity.

RUSSIA.

(The Correspondent of theLondon" Tablet.')
St.Petebsbttbg,December 18

—
25, 1872.

Panoramaof Petersburg—I should like to make yourreaders"acquaintedwith our capital,so that they may recognise it, incase any
of themhave occasion to visit it. They would find there countrymento thenumber of 2,099, of whom 1,113 are of the female sex. Thepresentpopulationof the metropolis is 667,963,which figures denotean increase of 128,085 souls since the census of 1864. Our firststatistics date from the death of Peter the First, in 1725, at which
periodthere were no more than 75,000persons living on this morass,
and they wereexiles. In 377,380 men there are only 100,000 abovethe age of 30;and thehalf of the heads of familiesliveinseparationfrom them. These two facts must cast a dark shadow overour esti-?, on ,P,P io morals. It is calculatedthat there are inPetersburg£1,305 foreigners-— ten years ago there were but 11,777— and20,882Catholics, who possess three churches. It has been said that theRussians are great travellers,but the official report only shows 4,672
passports to have been granted during last year

—
not an excessivenumber. What is more to be lamentedis, that during the sameperiod125,337persons werecommitted to prison,which gives anaverageof343 per diem. Itmay be charitably presumed that,atleast thehalfofthese committals were merely cases of drunkenness. In 1871, thedeathsfrom intoxication were 1,663;this yearthey haveamounted to2,640. There is oneremark to be made on this Bubject;theRussians

lireapeoplewhohabitually drink theleast ofany,and yetitis amongstthem that intoxicationmakes the greatest ravages. The reason is thatl
when they once take to drinking they willdrink hard for several daystogether without eating anything. It is believed, and withreason,that the multitude of holidays increases inebriety more than itstimulates devotion. Besides the "* Imperial" fe*te-days, Tillagefatherings and family meetings, there are 126 days in the year on
which the Popes forbid work. To some saints, such as St. Nicholas,
several days are dedicated,andeven in the midst of harvesta whole
holiday is keptin honor of the foundation of Constantinople J Each
one of these supererogatorysolemnities costsmillions to the country.The result of this abuse is, that the peoplesit idle in thepublic-houses
literally one-half of the year. Emancipation.hss also materially in-
creased drunkenness. The peasants are now no longer stopped by
their masters, who consider that they have not now anybusiness to
trouble themselves about the morals of their late serfs, and who,moreover, wouldnot listen to them— and, by wayofaugmenting theirdiminished revenues, they open as many publichouses aspossible ontheir estates. From these depots of poison for both body and soul
revolution will one day spring:already theyhave produced an enor-mous increase of crime and disease. Formerly suicide wasunknownamongst thelower classes;but,in 1871, thecases amounted to143,andthe papers record several every morning. The cholera has becomeendemic here,just asitis in India. The reason is, that alongside of
our magnificence i.i theatres and opera-houses,the most elementary
sanitary laws are neglected. There was formerly in all the towns aregular service for the removal of filth from thehouses, to the greatbenefit of tillage. Butnow sewage of all descriptionsis throwninto
our splendid canals, which,in consequence are turned intooffensivedrains. Thus itmustbe admittedwith grief that theboastedprogress
of this metropolis is artificialand dependent only on thepresence of
the Court, which everyyearattracts more and more people, the real
populationof Petersburg diminishing year by year,as thenumber of-deaths is always in excess of the births. T,hus, in 1871, there werebut 20,310 births against 26,881 deaths— excess, 6,571! What then
was Peter I.but a wholesale executioner of his subjects ? The true
■benefactorofRussia willbethe statesman whoretransfers its centretoMoscow,and restores its ancient bond of union with that integralChristianity which has its centre in the authority which ChristbequeathedtoSaintPeter and his successors.

H&inion of the American Church with the Churchof Russia.—Under this pompous title the Count Dimitri Tolstoy, Procurator ofthe Synod of Petersburg, has addressed a report to the Emperor.
Here it is:— "ln the year 1871, the American Episcopalians con-tinued their manifestationexpressiveoftheir ardent desire to arriveat
union with the OrthodoxEussianChurch. Thus,after the Congress
of American Bishops,which took place at Baltimore, the Bishops ofFloridaandTennessee attendedat the Russian Church in RewYork,
assisted at divine service, and subsequently informed thechaplainof that Church, the Rev. FatherNicholas Bjoering, that theobject of their visit was toexpress, on behalf of the Congress, the joy
which that Assembly had felt at the establishment of an Orthodox
Church inNew York, and thehopethat this event (the fitting upof
tworooms!) may contiibute to the successful solution of the question
of the union of the Russian Church with the Anglican Church.
Identical notificationswere made to tho Rev.Father Bjoering by the
Bishops of New Orleans andNebraska. Several laymen of theEpis-
copalian communion occurred in thesemanifestations. One of theirnumber, Mr Francis Parkes of Boston, sent a veryremarkableletter
raising the questionof the establishment in America of a NationalChurch, on the basis of pure orthodoxy,butpossessing therites and
ceremonies of the EpiscopalChurch. The authorof this letteraddedthat he believed his countrymen tobe verywell disposed towards thedogmas of the Russian Church, but that he was not so certainas totheir adhesion to rites and ceremonies hitherto unknown to them.
Inview of the importance (!) of this notification,it has been trans-mitted to the MostHoly Synod, by whom it has been forwarded tothe Commissionestablishedin 1869 for the examinationof thepetition
of those Anglicans who desire to unite with our Church. Father
Bjoering also informs us that our little chapel atNew Yorkk con-stantly full of Anglicans who desire to assist at theOrthodox service.Itis thereforebecoming of moveandmore urgentnecessity tobuild Atemple worthyof our religion in that oity andsufficiently spaciom toaccommodateall who may wish to attend. The collection* already

THE CATHOLIC HIERARCHY.
Wfc continue ourpublicationcf thepastoralletter of the Archbishops
andBishops of Ireland, assembledin Dublinon the21»t and22nd of
January, 1873, to their flocks, whichWas readonFebruary 3rdof this
year in the different Churches andChapels of that Archdiocese:

—"Ifto all that has beendone against the Churchin O-ermanyweaddthelawsenactedin theSpanishCortes, tocomplete the impoverish-
mentand enslavement of the illustrious clergy of Spain;if, further*more,we observe the acts of the civil Government in several of the
HelveticCantons,inwhichtheStatepresumes to issue decisionsupon
Catholicdogmas, tousurp the episcopal jurisdictionover parishes, toexpel religiousbodies,to provoke to schism;if we consider how inBelgiumthebishopsareforced to refuse Christian burial to the de-
partedchildren of the Church, in consequence of the desecration of
Catholiccemeteries by the action of civilauthorities,wehaveone vast
picture of persecution,in which the brutal tyrannyof PaganSomeis
combined with the malicious cunning of Julian the Apostate, and the
petty meanness of theLowEmpire,inone grand assault against theliberties oftheCatholicpriesthood,in thehope of putting an end, if
itwere possible, to the very existence of the Church of God uponearth."A thirdphaseof persecutionremains, which, whileit invariablyaccompanies the open assaults upon the Christian faith, and theviolentusurpationofecclesiasticalauthority,ofwhichwehavehitherto
spoken,presents itself also in countries where either of the former
methods might be held tobe impossible or inexpedient. The leading
principleof this species ofpersecutionis to weakenasmuchaspossible
the influence of theCatholic Churchuponmen,by narrowingin every
wayher field of operation, aad by restricting her especially in her
actionupon the family and in the school, whichare the two chiefele-
ments ofsociety. To this principlewemay traceas to its source the
entire system oflegislation onmarriage andon education."Modern legislation onmarriageis, inseveral conntries,a strictly
practicalrenderingofthe 65th Propositioncondemnedin the Syllabus,
which says:

'
The doctrine that Christ has raised marriage to thedignityof a sacrament cannot atallba tolerated.' It is intolerant in

the' highest degree: it will not allow that the marriage contract
betweenChristians is a sacrament, andhenceit willnot admit -that theChurch has anyDivinely givenrights with respect toit. Theinstitu-
tionoftheDivorce Court is thenatural consequence of theintroduc-
tion of the so-called civilmarriage, and thenatural result of both19,not only theprofanationof the great sacrament, typifying the union ot
Christ andHis Church, but the loss tosociety of all that purity of
feeling with which the graces of nineteen centuries of Christian faith
had sanctified the nuptial stale. Besides, once the maintenance ofthe unity and indissolubility of marriagehas beenmadedependenton
the caprice of human legislator liable, as they are, tobe swayed bythe worst passions of coiTupt human nature, who can say that the
hideous doctrines of the Communists, more foul than those ofMahomet, may not yotbe legalizedeven in countries once the centre
of Christian civilization? Andunder a system through which the very
!springs of individual,domestic,and civil life havebeen poisoned,what
place willbe left, in a degradedandbrutalizedsociety, for the Spouse
of Chrkt, theHoly Church ofGod?
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