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old; and after giving so exalted a definition
jortists. 8o wenk and contrndictory did these
naccestible wisdom and truth prove inm the individual ! Aristotle
(384-822), the disciple of Plato, subverted the system of his master,
ond took up his stedy of philosophy by tracing back the effect to the
cause, instead of descending from the cause to the effect. Thus, the
changenble, the casual, the senaational, or whateser relates to the
senses, he made his starling-point. Nihil est in intellectu quod non
Priug frerit in sensd, Hin philosophy benrs the title of Experimental.
Its moral may be =aid to be resumed in thie axiom of Epicurus's,
“ Pleasure covetitutes the highest huppiness of man.” The day on
which immortality was thus solewmnly installed in the domains of
philosophy, the sages were struck with terror at their work. With
Zeno (300 260), they book refuge in the exaggerated rigours of stoicismw.
“ The body is everytling,” said Epicurus: “The body is uolhing™
eay the stoics. “ Plensure js the sovercign good,” says the former :
¥ Pain is not on evil,” reply the latter, What but universal sceplicism
oould follow from these conilieting and contradictory opinione P
Arcesiltus (300-241) based lis philosnphy on it, in the New Academy
of which he was the founder. The basis of all wisdom, he said. is
that we can know nothing, since s criterion of truth is wanting to us.

Meanwhile, what liad.become of humsnity, thus tossed about from
materialiem to spiritnuliem, from spiritualiom te empiricism, from em-
piricism fo formal incredulity 7 Humanity was becoming extinct !
No more izsuc : the celibacy of vice had destroyed the generations at
their souree ; Augnstus was obliged to institute a pennl law foreing the
youth of Bome to warry. Divorce, polygamy, toncubinage, rendered
withal the conjugal yoke easy to besr.  In Home, under Augusus, as
in China in our own day, children were abandoned, sold, or put to
death. This was the barbarous right of the father, and he availed
Himself of it. Afrer the same manner did 8parta deal with her ill-
formed children, costing them into the Taygetus. Humanity was
perishing in the nrenan, by the teeth of the wild beasts, the sword of
the gladiafor, the bloody lash, which tore the naked flesh of the slave.
For elavery was the basis of the Greco-Roman society. The slave was
o thing, a beast of burden, less then s dog. ¢ If ho held the post of
doorkeeper, he was fastened close to his door, with a long chain riveted
to each ankle by av iron ring, A master rarely deipned to speak to
his glaves ; he ealled themn by a snep cf his fingera; when more expla-
nation was needed, some there were who carried their arrogance so
far as to wrile what they had to eay, lest they might prostitute their
worde. The Iaw condemned to the same penalty the individual who
killed the stave of another or his beast of burden. He was to pay the
price fixed ; which varied according to the strength or weakness of the
slave, and the more or less damage done to the master by his death,”
Aa to the master himself, he possessed an absolute right over the slave,
Augustus, in a single day, cansed six thousand of these wretched crea.
tures to be strangled for having allowed themselves to b2 enrollad by
the Benafe in the service of the Republic. A slave was deprived of
the right to earry arms, or to seek death as a soldier dies. The element
emperor, learning one day that ones of Lis slaves had roasted a quail
and eaten it, ordered kim to be crucified. Vedius Pollio canses a slave
to be cast to his mursena for having through awkwardness broken s
preciovs vase. “When n public erime has been committed, when a
master haps been assassinated in his house, the law condemns to the
death of the cross every slave, without distinction, who was under the
roof ab the moment of the crime.” Now, slavery in Rome, Athens,
Sparts, wss in the fearfal proporfion of two hundred slaves to one
free man, Several private citizens in Rome were kngwn to poosess a9
many as twenty thousand slaves. In truth, humanity was dying out
in those regions desolated hy slavery Again, war maintsined sluvery.
Servi servati, ssid the Roman proverb, So slight a value did the code
of public and official worslity set on human life, that Julius Csezar,
that ideal of & hero, caused four thousand Helvetian prisoners to be
redueﬁled to lavery, and other three thousand to have their two thumbs
cutb off.

It was meet thab (he mistress of the world should ba furnished
with that band of human victims of which Seneca saya i—“ What a
horror were our slaves to think of numbering us!” Egypt, Libyia,
the Hast, Greece, Gaul, oll the provinees of the world sent their van-
quished, in long and jnterminable caravans, to people the ergastulom,
of the pafricinns. In the morkets where the trafilc of this hideous
merchandise was permanently carried on the prisoner of war had a
erown on his head ; this was the derisive merk of his worth. Those
who eame from beyond the sea had their feet rubbed with gypsum or
ohalk. On entering thot Rome where they were about to be buried
alive, the nfamous crosses, standing erect, with forlorn bodies hanging
upon them, met their gsze, near the Equiline gate, Then their eyes
were opened to the sad'truth that the city of Romulns had turned to
ite own prefit the expression of the Gaulish Brennns— Woe to {he
vanquished.” They walked along in o deed silense to the dwelling of
their master, where awaited tliem the gibbat; the lash, the brand,
chains, prison, and death. ¥es, always death! The Roman matrons
and the vestal vigins invoked it by 1nising their finger in the bloody
gumes of the amplitheatre. The gladintors, on their way to deatl,
saluted Ciesar, There were no festivals at which deadly combats
Letween slaves were ot intraduced to rouse the half sleeping guests
on their golden triclivium by the sight of blood. The waalthy Romans
bequenthed, us » legacy to their Liews, the death of their slaves for
a memorial of undyiug affection.

God unknown, huoramity everywhere slnughtered, the soul buried
in 8 monstrous depravity—behold the spectacie of the Greco-Roman
worldl  We have not said ull, and yet the heart sickens nb the
recital. A profound disgust, mingled with an iudescribable terror, full
ol auguish, weighs en the soul in its vapid passage through so much
mornl turpitude, ferocious bavberity, and infernal degradation.  8t.
Paul in ome word swms up onciont civilisation— Dews ventur est.
“They ate to vowit, and somit to cat agnin: scarce deigning to give
themselves (hie trouble of digesting repasts to which all the countries
of the world had contribufed magnificenee.” Thus speaks Seneca,
tho philepher; nud he adds :—Cuius Cresar, whom, I do believe,
mptrre brenghit forth to give in one ensemble an esamplo of wll. viees |

of art, he proscribes
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reunited, in the midst of the greatest wealth, expended in one day one’
hundred thousand sesterces for a dinner. Assisted in this work by hia
guests, lis fancy succeeded in expending nearly the entire of the
annual revenues of three provinces in the omne gigantie repast,.
Asopus, the trogedian, serves up & dish which cost £19,405. Clodius
dissolves in vinegar and drinke s pearl worth £194500. The sostly’
suppers of Lucullus and Antony are well known ; nlso the name of
that Apicius who, after squandering millions on his stomach, put an’
end to himself, saying that a Roman could not live on such = miserable
pittance as two hundred thousand pounds. To crown themselves with
fowers, and lie on couches of purple acd gold in festive halls, where
they were served by beantiful young girls ; to enjoy the bloody spec-
tacle of the gladintors, and devonr the substance of the universe; to-
incbriste themselves at once with wine, blood, and luxury—such is a
picture of life in the age of Augustus,

The natoral winding up of such a life was suicide. Apricns,
ruined, was only putting in practice the precepts of Cicoro—Tnjurias
Setunae, quas forre nequeas, defugiendo relinguas. * 'When one has not
the courage to bear up against the blows of fortumne, one must get out’
of the world.” This ie the lnet form of philosophy. And fear not to:
be ruspected of cowardice by abandoning life, like a soldier who-
throws down his arme and forsakes the post of bonor confided to him,
Suicide is an not of supreme heroism. © If Yyou are unhappy, and that
you still can bomst of a little virtae,” adds Cicero, “put an end to
yourself, as the noblest men hare done” Perhape a future life, the
destinies of the immortal soul, may restraiu your armr. We hear of
the Black Cocytus, of Acheron, the Iufernal River, of torments:
which never end. “ Do you suppose me £o insane as to believe in:
theae fables ?” replies Cicero. Where iz the mind silly enough toadmit-
them ?  “ Either the soul survives decease,” ln continues, *or it
oxpires with it.” A God will one day tell us liow it is, because it ja
very difficalt to discern which of these two opinjona would be the
more probable. However it may be, if fhe soul die, death is not an
evil; if it survive, it cannot be otherwise than lLappy—Si manrent,.
beati sunt. By virtue of this dilemma, which Senéea simplified
still further in his well known sentence, Jut beatus, zuf nubius, ©* Hap-
piness, or uothingness " auicide was hoveriag over the world as over-
its prey; it was branding, with its shameful stigwa, the most illus+
trious memories—Hannibal, Mithridates, Antony, Pompey, Marius,.
Cato of Attica, Cleomenes, Crassus, Denosthenes, Caiug Gracchus,.
Otho; all these heroes of Plutarch are the heroes of suiside. If we-
wished to cousult the thermometer, as it were, of publle morality, and
examine to the end the list of names inscribed by Plutarel in his bio-
graphical eollection as the tablets of immortality, marder would form
the counterpart to voluntary death. Agis, Alcibindes, Cgraar, Cicero,
Coriolanus, Dien, Tiberius Grocches, Nicins, Numa, Plilopeimon,
Sertorins, fall viétima to poison or the sword. The more favored die
in exile. Of the fifiy great men recorded by Plutareh, unly ten had
the happiness of ending their lives gloriously on the battie-fiald or in
the calm and serene enjoyment of the domestic bearth. Now, may
we rightly understand tho sentence of the Prophet, Humanity was-
really seated in darkness, iu the region of the shadoiva of death.

The Book of Wisdom draws a picture of the idolatrous world, each.
feature of which presents n striking reality. ¢ For either they sacrifice:
their children, or use hidden sacrifices, or keep watches full of
madness, so that now they neither keep life nor marriage undefiled,
but one kilieth anotler through envy, or grieveth him by adultery ;.
and gll things are mingled together, blood, murder, thef}, and dissi-
mulation, corruption and unfuithfubacss, tumults and perjury, dise-
quisting of the good, forgetfulness of Grod, defiling of souls, chauging
of nature, disorder in marringe, and the irregularity of adultery and:
unclezubess. For the worship of abominable idols is the eanss, and
the beginning anud end of all evil.” Beliold, then, despoiled of all
ihe zeductions of forin, the fascinalions of poetry, the prestige of’
oratorical art-—behold, in its terrible reality, the carcass of ancient
paganism !  There it is, displaying under our eyes the spectucle of itg-
infamy. But who has killed it 2 “Whjy bas life become extinet in the
bosom of that humamty whese entrails it tore so pitileasly during
frurteen centuries, and whose blood it drenk in torrents? Who wag-
the David of this Golmh-—the congueror of this giant, which nok
Socrates, Plato, Alexander, Cmsar, not even the genius of tha:
scholars nor the arms of herces had been able to veach$ In the-
age of Augustus it was full of life; it had conguered the world, Fromu
the Hast to the West, it commanded victims; bodies and souls,
infaney and age, modesty, vieginity, virtue, fall a prey  fo it=—it
devoured men in thousands " Every.hing seemed to insure it a lagting’
reign. Poets celebrated ite praises in immortal 50ngS; crowns wera-
awardel o it statuzs’s the votwriss of pleasies rushsl wildly to its
feasts ; the smoking incense perfumed its altars ; the people and theie-
kings, the snges themselves, bowed before its divinity. Supposing that
its future had been marked by a-progress analogous to its development
in the pust, it ought necessarily to rench us throagh an uningerrupted!
series of victories. Such being the case,.can we picture to ourselves:
what it would be in our day, having at its dispo-ul the mighty powers-
of modern civilisation 2 The hecacombs of antiguity would be-
replaced by masses of vietims. Insteal of the thivty (housand
gladiators who oxpived in the reign of Augustus, entive nations would:
be transported, will the aid of steam, to the midst of & spacious:
amphitheatre, whose colossal proportions would fir cxceed that of the-
aneient Co'leetim.  Wild bensts would no longar suflice to work the
destruction of vietims; even-ihe sacred fire ol the altws woull con-
sume them ton slowly, Electrieity, with its new!ly diseovered dames,
should add inlensity to the torlures, and the palpitating members,
delivered over to the merey of the inferual mazhines, would be ground
to powiler under their pitiless wheels. Sensuality would lizae for
triburary not alone provirces, but the entice wodd., The Roman
roads, replaced by our modern railronds, would transport in a few days
thiose deheacies which the luxury and the glutieay of the patpicians
were foreed to await for years!  Once more, who has dealt the death--
bBlow 17 paganizri. e alone, whoever he may be, has worked the
greatest miiacle recorded in history, God aloae could do it, sndl
expiring humauity invoked with a.lead voics.a.diviae Saviourn.




