
TV,*s£w ?" /£" ?f?fprovincialCouncil wasopenedonTuesday.TheSPEAKER (Mr J.L.Gillies) read the proclamation conveningthe Council,and afterwards announced the returnofnewmembers forthe following districts-:— Mr R. Stout, Caversham;Mr H. Driver,Wakan jMr W. Wood,Waihopai;andMr H.S. Fish,jun.,Dunedin.The Superintendent inthe course of alongthy address, said*.-The declared value of the imports dnring thepast financial year
has been £1,884,998, while the import duty amounned to £262,000, orequal to about one-third of the Customs revenue of fhe Colony;
Of thw sumnone founditsway into theProvincialTreasury.The goldexportedduring theyear was169,212, as against 166,372ouncesduring thepreviousyear.

The totalvalueof Provincialproduceexported, inclusiveof cold,amountsto £2,279 668 as against fil,l«O.O0O for the year beforeThis isequal to £70 per head for eacn statute adult in theProvince,an amount which isunequalledin any otherpart of the worldThe revenue received fiom gold duty,miners' rights, andbusinesstrP^ufyet^ d8'*"*"" "* **> as stWlS*
The total receipts from all sources into the ProvincialTreasuryduring theyear has been £336,900, as against £289,000 during theSTHXWrt;- La9fc yearwe^ga°^th aSank overdraftamount ng
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4n 1S?iniTgg£ tiOVr^ the?nifcedKingdom foxthe yearamounted*° 1»g 6» whlle_the«> had been bornin theProvince 8,000 soulsamollma4T S°ld 2°3>138x BCreS Of ruTal land,"distributedsSdffil»nd5 TrirC^TrBS.Of tOWn "Hotmwrtß th«e had beenSnMflS SE ' vaI1 dlfferpntPrchaßere '' agricultural leases on.Ooldfields therehadbeen granted136, coveringan area of10,389acres.
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a- 86byT b?.n? made- An expenditure ofsome2ffrff ?gIWd) Wh,lCh i9believed would amply recoupwvf". ?V°? tabll""Vto&Mrt to a large numher ofpeoplewhomust otherwisehave left the district.
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t I'B66l^^* a Renumber ofminers hadbeen-induced to engage themselves on other works, and seeing that watertor sluicing purposesduring the past six months had been exceedinglyscarceinmany districts. He could not over-rate the importance offacilitatingas much as possible mutual co-operation of the investing
S« fISI"terestß;
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With a view tomprecomplete developmento?the Goldhelds, and the mitigation of grievances to which the

mimngcommunity wereatpresent subjected, a newGoldFields Billh£t^ which,ifc was hoped,would become
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*97 X? Btatemen' farn«hed by theInspector ofScoools, at leastff5Wv^myir PTleftde9Ußtß 8ch°o1 accommodation, anamount which, inaddrtion to the annualeducational charges, involvedamuch larger dram upon the ordinaryrevenueof the Province than
f r?I?° r?f warrailte(3- Thereseemed toexista good dealof dissat,sfaction with regard to the Dunedin Boys' High School.Zo
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a larSePortion of the annual expen-diture uponmeta ledroads. Itwasintended this year very consider-StUlOreM*i appropriationtowards the mainrotdto the Lakesbothby wayofNasoby andRoxburgh.The estimated revenuefcr (lie current year wouldenable a largeramount of publicworks to be undertaken throughout the interio/ofthe Province thanhad been tno case for several years past. Local?f°£2 £°£i irU?wicP£ 9t yea,Pl*ad beca B«bsidised to the extentof £2 to £1. ShouldtheGeneral Assemblycontinue its Road Boardsubsidy,the same rate would, it vas anticipated,be maintainedduringS'lW8?Tar
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Was Pr°P° sed t0 subßidiße outofProvincial revenueto the extent of pound for pound. Itwas pro-
L° d!t°^V ' A% "Ic<"^ution3 ongoldfields to the same extentas District RoadBoard ratesand Provincialrevenue.The Colonial Legislaturehad authorised a specialloan of £70,000for certainpublic works m thenorthoftheProvince. Ofthis £24.000wasbeing expendedon the breakwater at Oamaru, which promises tobe a great success. A further sum of £25,000 was to be expendedona tramway from the main lineup the valley of the Waitaki.The sum of £13,000 was available for roads and bridges, uponwhich itwas beinguxpeaded. A tender hadjust been accepted for theerection of stone bridges across the Otepopo Jliver and the IslandStream The remainder of the loan was to bs devoted to harborwork atKakanuiand Moeraki,

Paperswouldbe laidbefore theCouncil relativeto thedefence ofOtagoagainst external aggression. A contracthad been entered intoon beha fof theProvince for the resumption ofMessrs. P.Henderson*D,A0"A0"5llneof cmierant 8b>PS from Glasgow toOtagodirect, andMrAuldhad beenurged as to the expediencyof conductingemigration byteamersdirect tothis port.

HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
BY THE ABBE J. E. DARRA3,

(Translatedfrom the original French for the New ZealandTasmt.)
IT.

—
THE "WOBLD BEFORE JBST7S CHRIST.The wisdom of thephilosopherswould never, inall probability,havearisen out of chaos but for the marvellous reaction wrought bySocrates and his disciple Plato (470-400). These two master mindsappear for the first time in the schools about the period of thedis-persion of the Jewish people under the Alemseonidce. Yet thedoctrines of Socrates on divine unity,providence,and the immortalityof thesoul,notwithstanding their incontestablesublimity and theirapproximationinmany points to the Mosaic revelation,presentrather-faintoutlines and, as it were, flashes of truth, than a well-definedmethodical, compact whole. "We must necessarily,"said Socrates'"

await the coming of an unknown doctor, who will teachus whatought tobe our sentiments towards the Godsand towards ourfellow*n;en." "
When may we expect this Master?" replied Alcibiades""

with what joy shallInothailhis coming,whoeverhe may be." Thegloryof Socratesas aphilosopherconsists precisely inhis having pro-claimed the utter impotence of human philosophy. From hisknowledge of man in his double nature
—

corporal and spiritual— hewas enabled to take a lucid view of all the laws of ethics, and toexpound them with admirable clearness and'precision. Castinghisinward glance beyond the exterior phenomenaof nature, hs catches aglimpseof theDivine Intelligence which presides over the destinies ofthe world. But,arrived at this point, he is forced to appeal toanunkuown teacher, more than man, to dispel theclouds whichhumanreason,left to its own impotence,cannot penetrate. To the shame ofpaganismbe itsaid, that the only oneofits philosophers who attainedto such sublime elevation of thought was precisely the one againstwhom the dartsof envy andhatred were most fiercely levelled Thesceptics werehonored with laurel crowns— to Socrates was awardedthe cup of hemlock. His disciple, Plato (429-347), drew up in adoctrinal form, under the title of 'The Academic School,' the oralteachings of his master. Plato's philosophy is eminently spiritual.
Jlis doctrine of ideas is one of the most prominent parts of hissystem. Ideas, as alone having the essence,are the typesof all createdthings. The senses lay holdof existingtilings in part or singly, whileideas reside in3-od, who is their commonsubstance, andcanonly bereachedby pure thinking. The soul is an operativepower;virtue astruggle towards the ideal good, which is God j art,an imitation'ofthebeau-ideal, whichmeans God. Truly these are great andnobledoctrines. Their sublimity is an open protest against polytheisticdegradation. Yet, how woefully th*y fall short in the application!By the side of the3e luminous theories, the practiceofthephilosophe-
remains envolopodin the thickest shades of night. He establisheshisideal republic not alone onpolygamy, but on promiscousintercoursethus suppressing family, paternalauthority, and filial piety. He willhavechildren brought up by the State, without evenknowing theirparents;he pens up hia imaginarysocietyintocastes, as inEgypt of

{Saturday,May 10,1873.]NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Animportantproposal tobe be made was the removal from thepresent Lunatic Asylumofall incurable able-bodiedpatients ofwhichthere were now upwardsof40, toa farmin the country,makinetheirlabor available for theirownsustenance, the support of the AsyluminDunedin,and withadvantage to their individualcomfort.A proposalwouldbe submittedto throw open the DimedinHos-pital to themedicalpractitionersin the city. Should the UniversityCouncil establish a School ofMedicine and Suigery, he agreed to thefurther endowment of 100,000 acres of land; it might be well toarrange that the Hospital shouldbe connected with that schoolunderthe direction of the medical and surgical professors. &c was alsodisposed to think that theLunatic Asylumshouldbe under the direc-tion of theProfessor ofMentalScience in the TJniversitv.Ifmoney could be raised, the establishment of a HarborTrustwouldbe a step in the right direction. The work of deepening thaapproachestoDunedin wharf was being vigorouely prosecuted^ andin the courseof amonth vessels drawing twelve feetcould be berthedandswung atRat traystreet pier.
The practicalremoval of the administrationof the Waste LandsAct fiom the control of theExecutive Government, and the vestingthereof inan irresponsibleBoard,he regarded us the weak point inthe Act

—
one which was verylikely seriously to prejudice the public

interest. Although itmight be amendedin the 'House of Represen-tatives, there waslittle ornohope of such amendment being agreed
toby the Legislative Council.

The Council's approval would be solicited toblocksof land beingopen for selection on deferredpayments, to the extentof 30,000 acres,
the maximum areaallowedby law tobe so dealt with this year. Thislimitation precludedthe settingaside of areasonsimilar terms inother
districts. The extensive depasturing district of Wakatipu had notbeen so satisfactorily administered as could be desired, and a localCommissionhadbeen apponted toenquire andreport on the subject.Tt would bea questionas to landof superiorquality, the valueof
which would be greatly enhanced as the countrybecame openedupby the extension of railways, how far it might not be expedienttoincrease theprice. In Canterbury, in which agricultural settlementwas being greatlyextended, thepricehad neverbeenunder £2 anacre.

On Wednesday, the most recently-elected member, Mr H. S.Fish, jun., moved the Reply to His Honor the Superintendent'sAddress, and as soonashe had resumed his seat,Mr Reidmoved thefollowing amendment:
— "That this Council is of opinion that theappointmentofthe gentlemen at present occupying the Governmentbenches, and their retention of office, is in direct opposition to the

system of responsible Government sanctioned by the Council, andthis Council hereby records its protest against anyGovernment being
appointedor holding officeunder such circumstances."

The debate wa9resumed onThursday.
[TheDebate ended onThursday nightby the Governmentresign-ing. A division taken on amotion for adjournment showed that MrReidhad 25 supporters to theGovernment's13.
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