
ECCLESIASTICAL STATISTICS OF GERMANY.

(Compiled for this Paper.)
Inthi* compilation we shall speak not of the German Empire,

but of Germany. Our object is to give the statistics of the Church
in the German Land. Therecently established Empire does not in-
clude all Germany, andis not conterminous withit;and whilst con-
taining only a part of Germany proper, comprises within it other
landsandother races besides the German.

Anasterisk (*), however,will be placed before thenames of the
Dioceses and theEcclesiastical Conscriptions of the Empire.

We have not been able to find any reliableauthorities ofamore
recent date than 1850. An accurate idea, however, can be formedI>y
allowing for theusual percentage of increase in population,&o.

Inthe year1850,Germanyhad forty-two millions of inhabitants,
ofwhom twenty-threemillions wereCatholics. Without countingsome
exemptedBishoprics

—
that is, such as are immediately su.bordiu.ateto

the Holy See, andsome Vicariates Apostolic
—

this country had nine
Archiepiscopal Sees, each of which hadunder itoneor moreSuffragan
Dioceses. These constituted nine ecclesiastical provinces.

1. The Archdiocese of Vienna inAustria, Suffragan,Lineand
St.Poelten.

2. Archdiocese ofSalzburg, Suffragan,Tient,Brixen,Lavant,
the See of whichis at St. Andre, Gurk, Seckan,Loeben.

S. Archdiocese of Goritz iv Illyria, Suffragan, Trieste aad
Capodistria,Farenz andPola, Layboch.

4. Archdiocese of Prague inBohemia,Suffragan,Leitmeriht,
Koeniggritz, Bridiveis.

5. Archdiocese of Olmutz inMoravia, SuffraganBrann.
#6. Archdiocese of Munich' Freysingen, iv Upper Bavaria,

Suffragan, Augsburg, Katesbonne,Passau.
*7. Archdiocese of Bamberg, in the Bavarian Province of

Upper Franconia, Suffragan, Eichstadt, Wourtzbourg,
ipire.

*&. Archdiocese of Cologne, in RhenishPrussia, Suffragan,
Munster,Paderhorn, Treves.

*9. Archdiocese of Fribourg, in the GrandDuchy of Baden,
isuffragan, Mayence,Kottenbourg Limbourg, andFulda.

Besides these 9 provinces, there were 3 Bishoprics which were
exempt,viz. .-—

*1. Breslau inSilesia.
*2. Osnabruck inHanover.
*3. Hildesheim inHanover.

And4 Vicariates Apostolic,viz.:
—

*1. Luxembourg.
*2. Saxony.
*3. Anhalt.
*4. The Vicariate of the North, comprising the Faithful of

the three free cities, and those of Holesteiu andMeek*
lembourg.

Infrne, twoDelegations.
*1. Brandobourg.
*2. Pomerania.

Since 1850, we believe some changes have taken place. For
example,the Vicaviato of Luxembourghxgbeen raisedto theposition
of a Diocese inOrdinary, and a Vicar Apostolic, whois a Bishop in
Partibus, has baen appointedto Berlin.

As will be perceived,we do not speak ofEast and West Prussia
and thePolish ProvinceofPoson, though formingpart of the present
GermanEmpire. The reasonof this has been stated above.

The following table gives the number of canons, deans, and
parishes,andCatholic population,ineach ofcheße Dioceses:

—

THE H. A. C. B. SOCIETY.
A bbakch of theHibernianAustralian CatholicBenefit Society was,
itmay be stated, inaugurated in the school-room, Dunedin, on the
eveningofSt. Patrick'sDay last. This society was established in Mel-
b»urne someyears ago, and has proved most successful, numerous
branches beingnow in existence throughout the colony of Victoria.
Some months previously a movement was set on foot by Mr T. B.
chapter for theestablishment of branches of the society in Dunedin
and throughout the Province of Otago. Mr Shapter shortly after-
wards leftDunedin,but the movement has since teen carried to a
successful issue by the energetic efforts of MrF. J. Bunny (Secretarypro tern),anda few other gentlemen who joined the society at the first
meeting. A sufficient number of members having joined, office-bearers were appointed,and the services ofMrM C. Joyce(of the St.
Ignatius branch,Richmond,Victoria) were secured for the opening of
the new branch inDunedin. On the occasion of the formal inaugu-
ration inSt.Joseph'sschool-room, the room wss tastefully decoratedwith flags and evergreens in honor of the occasion. There was anumerous attendance of members and intending members, as well as

j.a

*
68' r ovee> a8presiding officer, having read an openingaddress,themembers were initiated, and the office-bearers installed as

follows :— President, Mr E. Carroll;Vice-president, Mr Robert
Carroll (lateofNo.1branch, St Francis, Melbourne);Secretary,Mr
F. J. Bunny j Warden, Mr C Bunny;Guardian, Mr C. Fearon;Treasurer, MrE.Downey. IheSecretary read a telegram from MrShapter, congratulating the members on the success so far obtained.
The Secretary,after referring to the obstacles which the movementhadencountered,and whichhad been overcome,said that those pre-sent would doubtless be pleased to learn that,notwithstanding thefact that their expensesup to thepresent had been veryheavy, they
were now only a few poundson the wrong side. The objects of the
society were,it was said, aid in case of sickness or death, and the
promotionof social intercourse between its members. llieDunediubrauch now numbers twenty-six benefit members and six honorarymember?, anditis expectedthat fresh accessions to its ranks will soonbe made.

Branches ot the society have also been established in NewZealand, in almostevery town on the West Coast,and at the Thames.
Authority for opening branches at Oamaru andSt.Bathans has been
received. Already thirty haveiutimated their intention of joiningthe
Oamaruibraiich. Active steps arenowbeing taken for thoformation
ofbranches at Lawrence and at Invercargill, and the Lawrence one
willprobubly^iavea very large members' roll. We hope to be soon
inaposition togive details of the several branches of this excellent
societyin New-Zealand.

On the occasion of his late visit toHokitika,the Right Rev.DrMoran,in refeniug toan address from a local branch of the Hiber-
nian Society, was reported iv the 'West Coast Times 'as follows :—:

—"'
Hislordshipexpressed thepleasure with which he receivedit. He

saidhe was asked in the address to give the society his patronage, and
he gaveitmoet willingly,because he approvedof it, andhe would be
veryglad to seethat .allinthe community who could joiuit woulddo so.
Itwasnot everysociety ofwhich he could say he same. There were
societies and societies. Some were banned by the Church, and
others were blessed. The Hibernian Society was one of the latter.
There wasno secrecy init,and the Church abhorred secrecy. When-
ever there was seciecy there was suspicion. Men who meant to do
righthadnothing to fear from an opendisclosure of their proceedings;
but where thoseproceedings were kept secret, there were just grounds
toguspect that therewere evils,"

From the preface to the manual of the rules of the society, we
learn that, at a conference of delegates from the Irish Australian,
Hibernian, and Albury Catholic Benefit Societies, held inMelbourne
in April, 1871» these societies were amalgamated, ana formed the
nucleus of thepresent flourishing H.A. C.Society, with its large roll
of members andnumerousbranches. The much desiredunion of the
severalCatholic BenefitSocieties having been effected, was regardedas
a matter for sincere congratulation, and it was believed that rapidas
hadbeen the progress of these societies wlieu acting independently of
each othei, it would be far surpassed by the present society. The
hope entertained at theamalgamatioaof thesocieties, tojudge from the
reportsappearing from time to timein the Melbourne'Advocate,'aud
from what we have heard here, has been in tho last two years
abundantly fulfilled."

The Hibernian Catholic Society," the preface says, "as its
nameimplies, is essentially a Catholic Benefit Society,andas such is
open to Catholics of every nationality, yet, bearing in mind what
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prohibition of the free exercise of the Catholicreligion. Itassails her
jurisdiction,forit forbids to priests belonging to religious orders all
exorcise of the sacredotal functions. It assails her sacred right,of
property,for it inflictsupon her the lossof somany religioushouses
built andmantainedby the alms of the faithful. Finally, it inflicts
the penaltiesofconfiscationand of exile upon men who have never
beenbrought to trial,much lessconvictedofany crime against theState
Andin the commonruin are involved the convents even of religiousladies,who arenow condemnedto spendin exile the lives theysonobly
risked in tendingtho woundedon thebattle fields andin thehospitals,or which they had consecrated to the education and service of the
poor of Christ. We will not dwell upon others of the penal laws
lately passed,such as that againstpreachers, wl-ose discourse may bo
interpreted tobe antagonistic to the policy of the empire,or the law
forbidding the young to becomemembers ofreligious confraternities;
or the decreeforbidding thededicatior of an ecclesiasticalprovince to
theSacred Heart of JVsus Christ. Nor will we speak of the still
more stringent measures, which, with growing shamelessness of
persecution,are now openly announced as tobe put into operation
against Catho'ics. We have said more than enough to Bhow the
violence oftheGerman persecution.

(Tohe Continued.)

Irelandhas done and is now doing for the faith, it is felt that to
cherish thememory of that dear old land, from which nino-tenthiof
our members hail,is not incompatible with the objectsofthe society."

Itmay be necessary to call the attention of non-membersof the
society tothe facts thatitisabenefit societyunder the immediatesanc-
tionof theChurch ;that itia non-political;that there ia nothing ofa
secret nature about it,neither signs nor pass-wordsbeing used, and
that its meetings are open to thepress.

The entrance fees and rate* of subscription are as moderateft*
practicable,having regard to thebenefits secured,a synopsis of which
we subjoin:—A benefit member receives during illness onepoundper
week for twenty-six weeks,15s. for the next thirteen weeks,and 10«.
for a further period of twenty-six weeks j on death of wife, £10 ;at
his own death his relatives receive £20. He has medical attendance
and medicine for himselfand family immediately on joining. Ifa
single man, witha widowedmother andbrothers and sisters uuder18
years of age,he lias medicalgttendance andmedicine for them.

Hehas these on paymentof an entrance fee, varyingaccording to
his age, fi-om £1 5s to £3, anda weeklycontribution of not. less than,
one shilling or more than one shilling and sixpence,and a shilling per
quarter to the incidental fund. Members must, at admission, be
between 18 and 40 years of age,but aperson above 40 and under 45
yearscan be admittedon paying an entrance fee of £3, together withh
Bum equal to whathe wouldhavepaidhadhe beeii amember from the
time be was40 years old. Honorary and life-honorarymembers aw
provided for, and may, on payment of a small weekly contribution,
secure medical attendance. A member removing has a clearance,
which admits him into the branch of the Sooiety iv the locality to
whichhemoves;and here we may remark that, with thenumber of
brancheswhich are so suddenly starting intoexistence inNew Zealand
of late, wemay safely anticipate that everydistrict or hamletinNew
Zealand, having 30 Catholic mm, will have a branch,and that to
whateverpart of the Colony amember removes,he willfind abranch
of his society and frieids to extend the hand of welcome to him.
The benefits, religiously, socially, and intellectually arising from this
society are self-evident,andithas our best wishes.
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