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'balholic Fuaith. No doubt, not now for the first time in the world’s
history has the fool snid in his heart there is no God ; nor now for
the first time lias tho materialist found in his unbeliof & reason why
he should rush on sensual plensures.  But nover bofore hos infldelity
been found so thoroughly organised, so aggressive, so powerful to des-
skroy. 1t neglects no thaunel by which anti-Clhiristian influonces ean
ke made to reach men’s souls. It is master of the press ; in fhe newa-
papers which lie even upon the tablea of Catliolica; in the periodicals
edited by infidels, whioh have free circulstion ; in the works of fetion
wherein they seck their plensure; in the handbooks which popua-
larize the discoveries of sctence ; and in the learned troutises which
are the Boust of universitics : its baleful foreos ure constantly at work,
now subtly itmpregnating men's minds with dislike of creeds, now
crushing faith at o blow, and now again sapping itby uadermining the
ustural truths upon which the Cbristian demonstration reses, It
wssumes to be the dictator of the hyaical sciencos ; and its apoatlos
though they superciliously disdain even the bare kmowledge of what
revelution teaclies coucerning the origin and destiny of man and of
the world, loudly proclaim to the youth, who, obeying the Materialist
tendencies of the age, throng in eager erowds to their schools, that
faith connct be reconciled with scionce. It aims at political power,
and when it secures it opposes am tron barrier to all legislation, how-
over just, which might fuvour the religious interests of the people ;
while it forces upon millions of believers social institutions basod on
prineiples condemned by the Christian faith, And thus tle name of
Jesus—that ceme which is above every name, and thas which no other
woder Haaven has been given to men whereby they may bs saved—is
made a sign fo be contradicted snd blaephamed, ancd the Cutholic
Chuveh, which, with adoring iove, ever has that mame in her ireart
and on her lips, hns been doomed by an aggressive inlidelity to perish
benegath its blows.

But, in spite of all these exertions, the sacred nume of Jesus still
commands the love and awe of millions. Never lue the Church e
hibited n unity more perfect than that whieh now binds throughent
the world the fuithful to thefr bishops, and the bighopa to the sacred
Heud of the Church, the Momen Pontiff, This majestio spectacle of
two hundred millions of believers, held together in \he unity of one
wyatic body by the living power of the authority of the Intallible See,
maddeis the anemies of Christ into an anger mized with foar.  On tho
one hand, heir rage againit the Church urges them to open violence
agaiust her ; op the cther, the dread of arousing formidable opposition
counsels more gunrded proceedings, Hence, for the most pact, they
prefer indiveet attacks upon the Church. Professing to tolerate, nay,
even Lo respeob the Outholic Church for its many services to society,
Lhey declare their aim to be erely the destruction of priestcraft, or of
Ultramontanism, by which nawmes they designate the Dirine authority
given by Christ to the pastors of His Chureh. This hypocrisy ean
deceive 1o oue. The Emperor Decias was undoubtedly one of the
moat desdly enemies who have ab any time sought utterly to anni
hilato the Chureh. And yob, when 8t Cyprinn wonid describe in a
single phrase the implucuble rage that drove this man to drown, in the
blood Jf the fujthful, the very namo of Chirist, he could find nowe mory
fitting to portray the crasl persccutor thap this —that e was
*tyraonus infensas Dei sucerdotibus ¥ {2) —n tyrant who hated the
priests of God.  And udo uot the saine words moast truchfully depies
the Decinses of our own duy, who seck to Justify every imquity to
which their hatred of the Chureh urges thim by the plea that it is
intendud tor the repression of priesteraft P

And asin the third, 50 also ju the niucteenth century, the fArst
blows of th: haters of God's priests should natarally fall upow the
great High Priest ofthe Vatican, sitting at Rome “in the place of
Peter, and 10 the rank of the sucerdotal chair.””  When 3. Cyprian( f)
prasses Pope 8t. Corneling, who * eut fearless fn the sacardotnl chiuir ot
Home at the momeat when the tyrant who hated God's priesta
uttered very horrible throuts, nnd with much more patience and
eudurance heard the rise of u vival prince than the appointment of
God's priest ut Rome,” does not the holy tgartyr paint to the life the
suceessor of 31, C.roelius, the glorious Poutiff Fius (X, P Fearless, he
sits a¢ Rome in the infullible chiiv of St. Peter, confroating the rage
of the Liaters of God’s priests; fearlesa, he listena to them as they utker
their terrible threat—' fanda et nefinda 37 fearless, he wmites with the
authority of Peter und of Christ each fresh attempt against tiie au-
thovity of the Cliurch. Nuy, more, he warns his enemiga that the
#orcos of evil which they have let luose against thut anthority will iu-
fallibly sweop wway in tiewr recuil the authority of civil government ;
but his words are unheeded, and the rulers of the world—dupes or
usccomplices of a durkly secrot power standing behind their thronos—
are forced, like Decius, to witness with patience the rise of the re-
volutionury rivals who hurl them from their Placa of pride.

* Buf, though impervious to fear, the heart of Pius IX. is but too
open to sorrow, uot indeed for his own suferings, or for the logs of
sovereignty, or for the loss of persenal liberty, but for tho descerntion
of Bien, for the abominulions he is foreed to sce stunding in the holy
places of Home, ond, above all, for the persecutions intlicted on thoe
Church by the altacks made on ecclesiastical authority, Like
Matathins belolding the evils come upon the conguered Jesusnlem, he
cries out :—*Woe is ne, wherefore was I o to sco the ruins of my
people, and the ruin of the holy city, and to dwell thece, when it 1a
given into the hunds of the enemies? ‘Fbe Loly places ure come into
the hunds of strangers; the temple has become as u mun without
honour. All hor ornaments ave taken away, She that is free is made
a slave.  Aud behold our sanctuary, and cur beauty and our glory is
laid waste, and the Gtentiles heve dafilsd them.’ (7} In the two years
that have elapsed sivee the capture of Rome, Pios 1X. has seen his
palaces rifled, churches and ecelesstical buildings seiged for profone
uses, nwmeroues charitable institutions in his States coufliscated, the
cnforced alisnntion of the property of religious orders, religion tom-
pletely bunished from the schools, episcopul authority even over
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ceclesinstienl seminaries set at naught, and the possession of their
own houses refused to the Bishops themaelves. e hus seen clerieal
students, even when in priests’ orders; deagged by the drasl conacrip-
tion from the altar of the God of Peace, and forced to serve ns soldiers
in the urmy, and le now hns the crowniug sorrow of beholding the
final ruin coming upon religious ordars by the suppression of their
principal houses. All these outrages against the anthority of the
Chureh are so many attempts to destroy the Church herself. ~ @ These
pretenaions on the part of the Stato” thus write the Bishops of
Tuseany to King Vietor Eumanuel, ‘to grant or refuse its spuction to
our ovangelical nission, and fetter nt its diserstion the liberty of our
winistry, wlich is the liberty of Gtod, covstitute an offence againat
the l)ivine autonomy of the Churell and high tresson agoainst God.
This is what the royal Placet and Exeguatur amount to, which, ju
religious matters, your Mujesty’s Governmeni grants or withholds at
pleasuro. It is not now a gquestion of meve ecclesiasticul discipline,
which is changeable, but of principles and dogma, and it is a dogma
of fuith that tha Cutholio Chuvch has the full right of seif-government,
and this is the right that is outraged. 1t is not in our power to
elter in any degree tiie constitution of the Chareh, such us it eame to
us from the Aposties, nnd 5o the Apostles from Christ, and to Christ
from His Father:  “Heolesine ab Apostolis, Apostoli o Christo,
Cliristus o Deo” (%, .

** Notwithstanding these traths, which are the basis of Christiun:
ity, and deeply rooted in every Catholic vouscience, we have heen
deprived not enly of the liberty of ‘providing pastors for the {lock
entrusted to us, but we ure not free to give yarochinl jurisdiction even
for an hour to priests whose services may he necessary for the spiritual
wanta of the faithful. ‘Fhis being so, you, Sire, as a child of the
Catholic Ghurch, will foel in the depths of your heart that we are Bub
doiug our duty when we firmly, but respectfully, telt you that there is
not and cannot be any hesitation as to the line of conduct we shall
pursug in such oases, for it is written 1~ But Peter and the Apostles
answering, saith, we ought to obey God vather than men. @

“Hur the discharge of cur daty, curses, imprecations, insulls,
have baen heaped upon ui4, and we bore them with resignation, veflect-
ing that, before us, Christ our Lord had been loaded with ewrscs,
imprecations, nnd insults.  We wero threatened with confiscation
and cxile, and we took enmfort, ns we thought how sweet on the one
hand waa the liberty and sanctity of evangelical poverty, while, on the
other, wo cousidered that the whole earth s the Tword’s and the
fulness thereof. And if we shall be threatened even with death, with
God’s help wo will meat it with calmuess an { serenity; reflesting that
our life ought to be Christ, aitd that at bimes death is a gain, “for to
me to live is Christ, aud to die is gain.” ()

“We have never paltersd with error; we have not burned &
single grain of incense to the iuol of popularity ; we have unevor
aliowed the pastoral ataff to stoop to the meanness, or the injustice,
or the prejudices of the uge. No may God give us help to continue in
the puth of sufforing aud of duty.’ So fur the bishops of Italy on the
gad condition to which they have been reduced.

Kgually harussing is the persecution of which the Church is at
praseat the object in the Grerman Empire. Fluched by their newly-
acquired power, thoss who have put themselves at its head, and taken
on thamselves to speak and wet for the Empive, have sssomed towards
the Cutholic religion the same attitude precisely as that of the Pagan
Lanperors ot Rome towards ‘Ohristinnity in the earlicst age of the
Church, The eapital offence of which the primitive Christlans wera
guilty in the eyes of the law wes this, thut they reflused to admit
the owmipotence of the State in religious as well as in civil matfors,
¢ We are charged,’ says Tertuilian, (%) “as being guilty of sacriloge
and Of treuso t : this Is the chief, nay, the only accusation against us.

** L ie plain, from even a cursory view of the recent acts of hoatils
ity towards the Church which have oceurred in Germany, that the
Gurman Cutholies way repeat this statement, and say : the only
offence of whioh we are guilty is, that we canuot give to the State in
religions mntters the ready and loyal obediense which we yield to it in
civil affuirs

** Thug, in the guestion concerning the su-called Old Catholies,
waan o handful of proud professors and their pupils refused to submit
ta the dogmatic defiuition of the Vatican Council, tnd separated thems-
sulves from the faith of the entive Cutholic Chureh, the State insisted
thut they should still be aocounted as Catholics, and strove to compel
its Catlholic subjects to receive from them, as from Catnolics, religious
instruction, end even the Sacraments themselves, Does not such a
proceeding involve the usurpation by the State of the Chuvclys
anthority to decide matters of doctrine, by deftaing what is Leresy and
what is not P And when the State, by viriue of this usurped authority,
forbids the Bishops to excommunicate apostates, does it not thereby
equivalontly forbid the very existence of the Chuveh iteelf

¢ Tie su ne principle of persecution underlizs the actisn taken by
the Governisens agsinse the Bishap Chaplsin-General of the Army,
for huiing placed uader interdict the miitary Churelt of Cologue,
upon the altar of which an apostate prisst had sacrilegiously dared to
offer the saciifica of Mass. For this nct the Bishop woa subjeeted by
the mi'itary suthorities to a wilitury court, and forbidden in any way
to exercise his episcopal office. Nay, more, his priests were commandad
to break off all officinl relutions with him, end some were even dig-
mi-sed becuuse they declared themselves bound in conselence to ohay
their Bishop in things spiritusl.  Could religions liberty be move
flageantly violated than in this instance P )

“ Again, the expulsion of the Tocisty of Jesns and of kindred
orders and congregatins, including the Hedemptorists, the Lazurists
tho Trapists, aud the Chuistian Brothers, is an act of revoiting tyranny
and injustice towarda tho Church. It assails her doctrine, for it is an
article of Catholie faith that the observance of the evangeli~al counsols
is purt of Chuistin Perfectiun, aud that Grad does really cell men to
this state. Po prohibit the roligious life, thervefore, amounts to a
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