
" i'hus,iv the question concerning the so-called Old Catholics,
w.ien ahandful of proud professorsand their pupils refused to submitto the dogmatic definition of the Vatican Council, andseparated them-selves from the faith of the entire Catholic Church, the State insistedthat they should still be aocounted as Catholics,and strove to compel
its Catholic subjects to receive from them, as from Catuolics, religiousinstruction, and even the Sacraments themselves. Does not such a
proceeding involve the usurpation by the State of the Church'sauthority to decide mattersof doctrine, by defining whati3heresy andwhatis not ? And whenthe State, by virtue of thisusurpedauthority,forbids the Bishops to excommunicate apostates, does it uot thereby
equivaleutlyforbid the very existence of the Churchitself?'

The eu,ne principleof persecutionunderlies the action taken by
tho Governmentag.dnst the Bishop Chaplain-General of the Army,for haii-ig placed under interdict the military Church of Cologne,upou the altar of which an apostate piijst had sacrilegiously dared tooffer the saedQce of Mass. For this act theBishop was subjected bythe mi'itary authorities to a niilitary court,and forbidden iv any wayto exercise his episcopaloffice. Nay,more,his priests were commanded
to break off ull official relations with him, and some were even dis-
mi-sed becuuse they declared themselves boundin conscience to ot>aytheir Bishop in things spiritual. Could religious liberty be moreflagrantly violated thanin this instance?"

Agaiu, the expulsionof the Society of Jesus and of kindred
orders andcongregations, including tho itedemptbrists, the Laztrists
the Trapists, and the Christian Brothers,Uan act of revolting tyrannyand injustice towards tho Church. Itassails her doctrine, for it is an
article of Catholio faith that the observance of the evangeli-al counselsis part of Chiistim perfection, aud that God does really call men tothis state. To prohibit the religious life, therefore, amounts to a
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pathohc Faith. &o doubt, not now for the first timein the world'shistory has the fool said in his heart there is no God;nor now forthe first time has thomaterialist foundin hi* unbelief a reason tvhyhe should rush on sensual pleasures. Butnever before has infidelitybeen foundso thoroughly organised, so aggressivo, so powerful to des-troy. Itneglects no Channelby which ami-Christian influencescanbe made to reachmen's souls. Itis master of thepress ;in thenews-papers which he evenupon the tables of Catholics;in theperiodicalseditedby infidels, which have free circulation;in the worksof fictionwherein they seek their pleasure; in the handbooks which .popu-larise the discoveries of science;and in the learned treatises whichare theboaat of universities :its baleful forces are constantly at work,now subtly impreBnating men's minds with dislike of creeds, nowcrushing faith at ablow, and now againsapping itby underliningthonatural truths upon which the Christian demonstration rests. Itassumes to be the dictator of thephysical sciences; and its apostlesthough they superciliously disdain even the bare knowledge of wliacrevelation teaches concerning the origin and destiny of man and ofthe world, loudly proclaim to the youth, who, obeying the Materialisttendencies of the age,throng in eager crowds to their schools, thatiaitn cannot be reconciled withscience. It aims at political power,and whenit secures it opposes an iron barrier to all legislation, how-everju«t, whichmight favour the religious interests of the people;while it forces upon millions ofbelieverssocial institutions based onprinciples condemnedby the Christian faith. And thus the name ofJesus— thatname which is above everyname,and than whichnootherunderHeaven has been given to men whereby they may be saved-ismade a sign to be contradicted and blaEphemed, and the CatholicChurch, which, with adoring love, ever has that name in her heartandon her lip-, has been doomedby an aggressiveinUdelity to perishbeneathits blows. J *
But, in spite of allthese exertions, the sacredname of Jesus stillcommands the love andawe of millions. Never has the Church ex-hibited a unitymore perfect than that which now binds throughout

the world the faithful to their bishops, and the bishops tothe sacredHead of the Church, the >oman Pontiff. This majestic spectacle oftwohundred millions of believers, held together in the unity of onemystic body by the living powerof the authority of the Infallible See,
maddens the enemies of Christ into an auger mired with fear. On theonehand, fieir rageagain*t the Church urges them to open violence
against her;on the other, thedreadof arousing formidableoppositioncounsels more guarded proceedings. Hence, for themost part, theypreferindirect attacks upon the Church. Professing to tolerate nayeven to respect the Catholic Church forits many services to societythey declare their aim to be merely the destruction of priestcraft or ofUltramoatanism, by which names they designate the Divineauthoritygiveu by Christ to the pastors of His Church. This hypocrisy candeceive no oue. The Emperor Deems was undoubtedly oneof themoat deadly enemies who have at any time sought utterly toanni-hilato the Church. And yet, when St Cyprian would describe inasingle phrase the implacablerage that drove this man todrown,iv theblood jithe faithful, tho verynameof Christ, he could findnonemorehtting to portray the crusl persecutor than this -that he was" tyrannm miensus Dei sacerdotibus

"
(c)-a tyrant who hated thepriests of G-oJ. And do not the same words most truthfully depictthe .Decuues of our own day, who seek to justify ev.-ry iniquity towhich their hatred of tho Church urges them by the plea that it isintended lor the repressionof priestcraft ?And as in the third,so also in the nineteenth century, the firstblows of tlu haters of God's pri«st* should naturally fall upou thegreat High Priest ofthe Vatican, sitting at Boine"in the placeof1eter, aud in therank of the sacerdotal chair." When St.Cyprian( f)

praises PopeSt. Cornelius, who « sat fearless iv the sacerdotalchair atKome at tne moment when the tyrant who hated God's priestsuttered very horrible threats, and with much more patience andendurance heard the rise oia rival prince than the appointment of(rods priest at Koine," does not theholy martyr paiut to tholife thesuccessor of St. Cornelius, the gloriousPontiffPius IX. ? Fearless, hesits at Rome in the infallible ehiir ofSt. Peter, confronting the ra»eofthehaters of God's priests;fearless, he listens to them as they uttertheir terrible threat—'- fanda etnefmda;" fearless, he smites with theauthority ot i'eter andof Christ each fresh attempt agaiust the au-thority of the Church. Nay, more, he warns hid enemies that thefemes of evilwhich they havelet loose against that authority will in-fallibly svveop away iv their recoil the authority of civil government;but his words are unheeded, and the ru'ers of the world— dupes oraccomplices of a darkly secret power standing behind their thrones-are lorced, like Deems, to witness with patience tho rise of the re-volutionary nva!s whohurl them from their plucd of pride."But, though impervious to fear, theheart of Pius IX.is but tooopen to sorrow,not indeed (or his own sufferings, or for the loss ofsovereignty, or for the loss of personal liberty, but for tiio desecrationot bion,lor the abominations heis forced to see standing in the holyplaces oi Koine,and, above all, for the persecutions indicted on theChurch by the attacks made on ecclesiastical authority. LikeJVlatathms beholding the evils comeupon the conqueredJerusalem hecriesout :-'Woo is me, wherefore wasIborn to see the ruins of mypeople, and theruin of theholy city, and to dwellthere, when it isgiven into thehands of tho enemies ? The holy places are comeintothe hands of strangers; the temple has become as a man withouthonour. Allher ornaments are takenaway. She that is freeis madea slave. And behold our sanctuary, andour beauty andour elorv islaid waste, and theGentiles havedefiled them.'QJ In the two yearsthathave elapsedsiuce the capture of Eome, Pius IX. has seen hispalaces rifled, churches andecclesiasticalbuildings seized for profaneuses,mimeroucs charitable institutions in his States confiscated theenforced alienation of theproperty of religious orders, religion'com-pletely banished from the schools, episcopal authority even over. fe) Epiat.52.
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ecclesiastical seminaries set at naught, and the possession of theirownhouses refused to the Bishops themselves. He has seenclericalstudents,even when inpriests' orders dragged by the druel conscrio-tion from theultur of the G-od ofPeace, and forced to serveas soldiersin the army, and lie now has the crowning sorrow of beholding thefinal ruin coming upon religious orders by the suppression of thei*principal houses. AH these outrages against the authority of theChurch are so many attempts to destroy the Churchherself. "

Thesepretensions on the part of the State," thus write the Bishops ofTuscany toKingVictor Emmanuel, 'to grant orrefuse its sanction toour evangelical mission, and fetter at its discretion the liberty of ourministry, whichis the liberty of God, constitute an offence againstthe Divine autonomy of the Church and high treason against G-od.This is what the royal Placet and Exequatur amount to, which, inreligious matters, your Majesty's Government grants or withholdsatpleasure. Itis not now n question of mere ecclesiastical discipline,which is changeable, but of principles and dogma, anditi9a dogmaoffaith that the CatholicCliurch hasthe full right of self-government,
and this is the right tlxat is outraged. It is not in our power toalter inany degree the constitution of tho Church, suchas it came tous from the Apostles, and to the Apostles from Christ, and to Christfrom His Father: "Bcclesiae ab Apostolis, Apostoli a Christo,
Ohri.tus a Deo." (h.)"Notwithstanding these truths, whichare the basis of Christian'ity, and deeply rooted in every Catholic conscience, we have beendeprived not only of the liberty of providing pastors for the flock
entrusted to us, but we arenot free to give parochial jurisdiction evenfor an hour to priests whose services may be necessary for the spiritual
wants of the faithful. This being so, you, Sire, as a child of theCatholic Church, will feel in the depths of your heart that we arebutdoiug our duty when we firmly, but respectfully, tell you that there is
not and cannot be anyhesitation as to the line of conduct we shallpursue in such cases, for it is written :— 'ButPeter and the Apostlesanswering, saith, we ought to obey God ritlier thanmen.' (?)

"For the discharge of our duty, curse.*, imprecations, insults,havebeenheaped uponus,and we bore them withresignation,reflect-ing that, before us, Christ our L>rd had been loaded with curses,imprecations, and insults. We were threatened with confiscationandexile,and we took comfort, as we thought how sweet on the onehand was the liberty and sanctity of evangelicalpo.verty, while, on theother, wo considered that the whole earth is the Lord's and thefulness thereof. Andif we shall be threatenedeven withdeath, withGod's help we willmeet it withcalmuess anIserenity; reflecting that
our life ought to be Christ, atid that at times death is a gain, '^for tome to live is Christ, and to die is gain." (/.)'"

We have never paltered with error 5 we have not burned asingle grain of incense to the iuol of popularity;we have neverallowedthepastoral staff to stoop to the meanness, or the injustice,or theprejudices of the age. So muy God give us help to continue inthe path of suffering andof duty.' So far the bishops of Italy on thesad condition to which they have been reduced.Equally harassing is the persecution of which the Church is at
present the object in the German Empire. Fluohed by their newly-acquired power, those who have put themselves at its head, and takenon themselves to speak andact for theEmpire, have assnmed towardsthe Catholic religion the sameattitudeprecisely as that of thePaganJtinperora ot Rome towards Christianity in the earliest age of theChurch. The capital offence of which the primitive Christians woreguilty in tho eves of the law was this, that they refused to admitthe omnipotenceof the Stateinreligious as well as iv civil matters.'We are charged,' says Tertullian, (k) « as being guilty of sacrilegeauuof treuso 1 :this is thechief, nay, the only accusation against us." Ieis plain, fromevena cursoryview of the recent acts of hoitil-ity towards the Church which have occurred in Germany, that theGerman Catholics may repeat this statement, and say: tho only"offence of which weare guilty is, that we cannot give to the State inreligious matters the ready andlojjl obedience which we yield to it ivcivil affairs
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