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BY THE ABBE J. E. DARRAS.(Translated from the original French for the New 2ea]aQ(JTabliETn

[Ix isour intentionto publisha-translationof the « History ofChrist
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hiB/li9t° r7> Writt6n iD aD cl°* vent a^le,addressesitself to the toneof thought prevailing inmany minds at the presentday,.and whilst instructing and interesting all, willbe found to proveamongst many, other important points, the need the world had of aSaviour,, the impossibility of its being saved by philosophy,or anyotherhuman,means,and that Christ is the Saviour expected of allnations foreshadowed in the Law of Moses,and foretoW by all theProphets. We consider it will be at once more interesting to ourreaders andmore useful to publishsuch a translationthanburdenourpages w!th somestory of fiction. Even the little of the introductionSoTf t7t7 T f
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6Stimate ° f th6°leVafcion of Bt^-dabuity of the Abbe Darras. Care will be taken that this translationhallbe accurate andas faithful to the original-that is,as literal-astho differences of the idiomsof the two language willp
'
emifc.The following ia the first part of the introduction :—

TT,« 7
" THB

i
W°IPJ)W°IPJ) BEPOBE JSSra CHRIST.

to theForum the eloquence of Demosthenes, could not sustain the'manly vigorof his model. Notwithstanding its many shortcomingshowever, the literary oplendourof the Augustan agehas long dazzledeveutoblindness, the strongest gaze, by hiding the ahallowneasof itsfoundations under the richness of its mouldings. Even in. our oto-day it is a common-place ideatomaguify themoral greatness; poweriullcivihsation, institutions, customs, laws, of what in'classical style is-emphatically called— Antiquity. But,if thePagan world realised theideal of humanperfection, whatneed was therehere belowof ChristtheRedeemer, the Word, " whose light enlighteneth everyman that"cometh into this world?" Where then were "the nations seated in>

darkness,in the shadowof death," whom the splendourof theDivineIncarnation,according to theprophecy oi Ifcaias, wereto illuminate ?."Ifpagan antiquity merits the eulogiums too liberally awarded to it..the Prophets must be impostors ," the expectation of nations, ahallucination; the Messiah, a superfluity; the Gospel, a barbarity.':This isa question worthy our investigation. Let us search out thetruth, then,as wellbeneath the)flowers of poetryand the rhythmd of
'

prose as under the garlands and gildings of the pagan temples. Let^us raise the mask to come to the reality, and draw- aside theveils "
which conceal these mysteries as far as Christian- modesty will allow..What can concern us more closely than- to probe the wounds the■

Saviour came to heal ?— bleeding wounds, that the oil of human-,
wisdomhad failed to close, the balm of pagan literature tosoothe, and'which the united mythologies of Polytheism had only tended to?aggravate.

The Greco-Romantheology is a^direef descendant from Sodom,-
having, for beginning, the absence of. God,' and for end, the most--fearful corruptionthat everexisted. The absence of God from pagan'societies may possibly astonish some superficial minds, who haveadopted, without rightly understanding its meaning, a well-known-phraseofBossuet's,intended to stamp the character of Polytheism.-"All wasGodbut GodHimself," said the greatBishopof'Meaux.After-givinganeloquent andpowerful resnmS of themythological'doctrine andof the philosophy reigning on the shores of the Tiber and1
the binks of the Eurolas, which, however, we cannot insert in thispaper,- and also of the immoral practices of the leading nations of!antiquity, our author proceeds thus:

-
; The entire world sought to shapeitself on the model of th<» pagan>
"heaven, and the earth was one vast theatre of infamy. Vain is it for "
thepoets to conceal under their flowing numbers thehorrors of Poly-theistic theology! They cannot disguise the truth. What doIsay ?■Far from seeking to dissimulate, the Greek and Roman literatures-teach theßO horrors, ea>professo. The lyre of Virgil has attuned itself;
toother praises as well as those ofsylvan woods andsmilingmeadows.It1 has lent its inspiration to themes which might be tolerated in*Gomorrah! Homer pours nectar into the wine cup of the Master ofthe Gods by other hands than Hebe's. Cornelius Nepos undertakes-the task of initiating our youthful students into secrets discreditable-to Alcibiades,Socrates,andPlato.

The absence of God simply meant in that degenerate world1
absence of soul. What hadbecome of the dignity ofmankind duringthis reignof unutterable depravity. Afterdrawing sosad andrevolting'a picture of its horrors,Ihaveno heart to unveil its ludicrous side,-and expose to ridicule a religion which set up for adoration andmutation monsters ofiniquity in the persons ofits Gods. The solemnRomans, in their warlike enterprises,carried sacred fowls along withthe army. These birds were to furnish omens at all times to thesoothsayers. Itmight hapoen that at the moment for consulting the"

oracle nobirds couldbe found,and themilitary operationsshouldhave -
to be suspended. A certain quantity of grains, forming the ritual,,paste, wereplaced outside the cage,within reach of the birds -offh',pultis. If the winged animals set on the food withavidity,especiallyit, intheir eagerness, they let some grains fall to the earth, this was-tbe Inpudium, the happiest of auspices. On the contrary, if theyobstinately remainedin their cage andrefused to eat, the omen was anunhappy one, and the enterprise wascondemned. Who is it that has.left us an official account of thesedetails?' Cicero, himself an augurPossibly tie did not believe in them; he says somewhere that two',augurs OJuld notlookeach other in the face without laughing Butit was important that the plebeians should be the dupes- of their-faithless priests,whose tradeit was tospeculate-inthe credulity of the-vulgar.

Will not the philosophers at least make amends tous for. thoseshameful and absurd superstitions? Alas!philosophy, separated.from,religious belief, what is it but the perpetual restlessness of humanignorance, heaving amidst the angry billows of self-debate, andevertailingbackinto the abyss of its-ownimpotence.
ThJ» he f®"^ ph^Py tookv its~ BtMtiuS point from materialism..Thales, ofMiletus (600), founderof the lonic School,maintained that,water is the source out of which everything arises, andinto whicheverythingresolves itself. In physics, this doctrinewas anabsurdity,ra religion,a blasphemy. Pythagoras (608-500), the father of theItalianschool, after having visited Egypt and many countries-in theEast, and being initiated in the mysteries of Bacchus andOrpheus,repudiated the physics of Thales as incomplete, and substituted forthema mathematicalsystem, according to whichGod is nothing more,than a complete monad; the soul, a living member: the world a.harmonious assemblage of numbers. The EleaticSchool (600), withits leaders, Xenophanos, Parmenides, and; Zeno, developed thepantheistic germ of the two preceding philosophers. The entireworld a collective being, all-powerful, immutable, eternal, was pro-claimed theDeity. Leucippides,.the founder of the atomio theory:resolved this vast divinity into an infinite numberof atoms, floatingeternally ininfinitespace. Eachof these atoms was a fractional partof theirDeity. The school of Sophists (V.century 8.C.), soon cameto draw from these wild theories a practical inference. Georeias o£"Leontim, Protagoras of Abdea,.Prodicus of Oeos, Hippias of Elis,ThrasymacW Euthedemus, taught that truth and error were two-terms equally devoid of meaning andreality. Scepticism thusbecame-the nnal sentenceof humanreason. This glorious conquest achieved,,the laborsof the firstphilosophicalperioddraw toa close..

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Saturday, May 3, 1873.]

THE CHORAL SOCIETY.
The Dunedm Choral Society gave their fourth andlast concert ofthe seasonm the University Hall onTveBday evening. The audiencewasan exceedingly large one,and, withgood reason,was apprSveWe have seldom heard amateurssohighly efficient as those who tookpartm that eoneert. Great credit i8i8 due to the new and evident^able conductor Mr A J. Towsey, for Ihe excellentmanner fa whichhe has producedselections from Sir Michael Costa's oratoria of 'Eli

'
and which we consider has placed bejond a doubt his quotation'sas an accomplishedconductor Mr Sykes accompanied the chorusesthroughou the evening; M. Fleury rendered great assistance to theleading violinist, MrLittle, andMrMartin, whoplayed theclarionet!" Ti %F"£ on several occasions as the oratorioprogressed The band, which has been materially strengthened,opened with the overture.which was rendered satisfactorily andpleasingly. Arecitative and solo by Mr- Campbell held the attentionLt *}&Vgt wwe°c"'^J^** fecfc> we h*" never heard him tosuch advantagebefore His effort was just such a one as we wouldalmost unconsciously take for many a day to come as a standardwherefrom o judge others. Mr Lewis we have heard to betteradvantage; hehad a alight cold, neveatheleashe was very good Inthe chorus, "Let us go to pray before the Lord," a slight timidSwas observable at first but confidence was soon gained, and theToodtraimugniade itself apparent. A thoroughmastery ofthe music wasshown, he voices blending together finely. The tenor onThe left ofhe conductor had nine clear-tored voices, whichblendedexcellencywith the soprano and bass 5 but when their turn camewith theothers,it was noticeable that the latter were not strong. Itwould bebetter also if the number of the contraltos were increased Thechoruses were remarkable for their steadinessand the harmony of the

There wasanabsenceof thewant ofprecisionobservableon formeroccasions,and great attention was paid to the conductor's baton Itmaybeierementioned that theprayer« Turn thee » byMiss Thomp-son, wairemarkable for the correct mannerin which it was rendered.We havenot heard anything sung equal to this overturehere? withthe exception ofMozart's 12thMasa-whichtheSocietymightattempttoproduce someof the* days-by Miss Julia Mattims and MrsMitchellmthe oldTheatre Royal. Inthe « Marchof the Levites »the wantof anorgan was very prominant, and if ihe Society couldsecure _,t«,lf a permanent habitation they could, remedy thatwant-mfact, considering the good that a Society for thepromotion ofS-t8 mvs\cdd° e8 *n th« *Vof cultivating aproper taste,wa thh£ItfSi lr° y
■ ul°T d> buta9Bisted>iathe erection ofan organinthehall. Many might derrur on the score of expense, but wherethere's a will there's a way,and,if oncepermission were given £ pit
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88°On bePaid for The effect °* c dvePt?oHannah andElkanah wasmuch impairedby the tenor,thanwhoma better was obtainable. Hayden's No. 2 Symphony was artisticalSexecuted-apomtdeserving ofspecial mention was tho blenSnTo?Lhe violin m the A minor passage of the largo movement. The shortspace allowed compels us- to curtail our notice ofthe second partsufficed it to say that the brilliant rendering of the rUin andpjano duett " Grudlauxne Tell" was suchas was listened to witoplea-

cultivatedcontralto voice, and the fascinating singingofm£ sTncllir
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