
PRO-CATHEDRAL SERVICES, DUNEDIN.

On Sunday last, at 11 a.m., Pontifical High Mass was
celebrated by Bishop Moran, assisted by Rev. E. Royer,
Deacon;Rev. J. Leniban, Sub-deacon;and Rev. J.
O'Connor,Masterof Ceremonies. The sermon was by the
Rev. J.O'Connor. After vespers, which were at the usual
hour, half-past six in the evening,the Bishop preached. He
commenced by announcing the devotions ot the month of
May,and thenproceeded to deliver along discourse on these
devotions

—
their object, and the reason of them. The follow-

ingin reference to this discourse, has been communicated:—:
—

On Sunday, the 27th inst,Dr. Moran delivered the usual
eveningsermon atSt. Joseph's Church. The discourse on
such occasions generallyrefers to the GospelorEpistle,which
is appointed to be readin the Mass of the day, and also in-
tended to be readand explainedfor the instructionand edifi-
cation of the people. It therefore contains »n expositionof
the connection and meaningofthe whole text,or at least of
some particular part which is considered to be of special
interest or importance. But on the evening mentioned the
Bishop departed from the customary course. Instead of
selecting for his subject the Gospel or Epistle of the day, or
any portion of either, he proceeded to recommend to his
hearers, and to defend against the attacks of opponents, the
devotion to the Blessed Virgin, which is so much approved
and cherishedin the Catholic Church. The month of May is
speciallydedicatedby Catholics to the mother of God. It is
the time in which they are expected to excite and increase in
their hearts those sentiments of reverence and devotion
which,as his Lordship proved so well,no true Christian can
fail to entertain towardsher who performed such anexalted
andimportant part in the work of man's redemption. Ac-
cordingly, afterhaving announced tohis hearers theapproach
of this special time, and remarked that themunth ofMay be-
ingin the NorthernHemisphere,whereof course thisdevotion
arose, the most favored and lieautiful month of the year, was
peculiarlysuitable for paying honor to one who is the most
blessedand perfect of God'screatures, he wenton-to state the
reasons which justify Catholics, and which are sufficient to
justify any reasonable man who is a believer in Christ's
divinityand mission in bestowing that honor. The argu-
ments brought forwardwere so numerous and so strongthat
it may be saidinall justice,and with a mindperfectly free
fromprejudice, that it is hard to understand how any man
could evade or resist their force. If a member of another
denominationwerepresent and happenedfor the first timeto
be listening to one who knew how to state precisely, and to
maintain well Catholic teaching, there is little doubt that
whilehe wou\dbeperhaps obliged to alter some of his pre-
vious impressions, and to confess that doctrines which we do
not holdare sometimes attributed to us, he wouldbe at the
same timesomewhat astonishedto find howsuccessfully those
that we do actuallyhold can be defended. Ifhe wereone
of those, forinstance, who are ever readyto accept any rumor
they may hear about Catholic belief or practice,and who,
after imputing to us doctrinesthat are absurd,naturally take
for granted that our arguments must be worthless, the state-
ments and reasoning of Dr. Moran would come, upon him
altogether by surprise. He wouldnot most likelybringhim-
self to admitallat once theconclusions deduced, but it would
be at least impossible for him if he wereafair minded intelli-
gentman to imagine ever afterwards that Catholics were the
blindunreasoningpeople v\hich many who are too careless, or
it maybe too fearful, to hear and examine what they have to
say,so easilybelieve themto be. The firstargument which
his Lordship advaucedwas one drawn from the nature of the
case, and went to prove that the honor which Catholics con-
eider tobe due to the motherof God proceeds directly from
thegreat mystery of the Incarnation, and is therefore to be

referredto it. He pointed out the high dignity and tMr*-'
many wonderfulbenefits Christ conferred on thehuman race
by becomingman;he described the love which men should
therefore feel for Himand for all that belongs or is.dear to
Him;heshowed the intimate relationship which exists be-
tweenHim and His Blessed Mothei, and thenhe askedif it
wasnatural or reasonable to believe that she who fulfilled
such ahi^h office and enjoyed such a close connection with
God was to be denied allshare inourgratitude and love,and
to be utterly excluded from our remembrance. After de-
veloping this argumentat some length, and withgrsat force,
he pioceeded to quote the various passages of Scripture,
whichshow that it is alawful, and must therefore be ause-
ful,practice to pray to the angels and saints. He referred -to
the 12th chap, ofTobias, where the angel declares to Tobias
that he offered hisprayers to God, to the severalplaces in
which St.Paul solicits the prayers of hisbrethren onearth,
to the18th chap,of St.Matthew, where Christ says

— "See
that youdespise not one of these little ones, forIsay to you
that their angels inHeavenalwayssee the face ofMy Father
who isHeaven." From thelast text he argued with special
effect,proving clearly that Christ nceaut to assert that these
angels are ever in the presence of God, ready at any moment
to uccuse and to bring down vengeance on those whoshould
harm the little onescommitted to their care. From allthis
the conclusion was plain and undeniable. If the angels can
approach the throne of God with their complaints andpeti-
tions, why may not the saintsdo so likewise, for "the Saints
are equal to the angelsT Apoc. If our brethren on earth
can helpusby their prayers, who will deny that they can
help us in Heaven, where they are released from the
imprisonment of the body, and possess the fulness
of knowledge and charity 1 And in fine, if- it is lawfuland
profitable to pray to the angels and saints, is it not
equally lawful and much more profitable to pray to her who
is so far above themallindignity andgrace? His Lordship
ended this part of his discourse by an appeal to common
sense so convincing, that it seemed to render all that he had
said superfluousand unnecessary. He asked if the Blessed
Virgin was not at liberty to do, and if we could be
wronginasking her to do,what we do every day ourselves.
We prayevery day for ourselves,and who will say that the
petitions we offer up on our own behalf are liot equally
powerful when offeredup on behalf of our friends% Is these
such an essential difference between the two acts that, though
one is strictly commanded as lawful and necessary, theother
must bestrictly forbiddenasuseless andwicked1} Neitherreason
nor religion recognises such a difference. On the contrary,
each givesits sanction to that instinct of our nature by which
we are urgedto prayas fervently fox the safety and welfare
of those who are dear to us as we should do for ourown. In
support of the inference which ishere obvious, ho mentioned
the marriage feastof Cana to show that the Blessed Virgin,
whileon earth, employed her iufluence with her Divine Son
onbehalfof her fellow creatures.

The remainder of the discourse was taken up with
proving, from the direct testimony of the Scriptures, the
dignityto which the Blessed Virgin wasraised and the honor
she accordingly deserves. The wordsof Hstonishmentuttered
by the great archangelwho was sent to her as the ambassador
of heaven;thehumilityand joyfulsurprise expressedby the
agedand venerable Elizabethwhenshe receivedher visit,and
cried out, in a moment of inspiration," Whence is this .to
me, that the Mother of my Lord slmuld come to me j" the

Iprophecy of the Blessed Virgin herself, when she declared
that allnations should call her blessed;all this was brought
forward, and was madeuse of in a masterly and convincing
way to provethe dignity of the Motherof God, thereverence
that is her due, and the lawfulness of requesting her inter-
cession. Altogether the discourse was most admirableand
interesting,and waslistered to withtheattention-itdeserved.
Itsmeritmay be judged whenit is saiA that it was specially
distinguished for thatsingular clearness and force whichmark
all Dr. Moran's discourses. This must have been recognised
and will be acknowledgedbyall. But it must havepossessed
anothermerit in the eyes of those, if there weresuch present,
who differed withhim in creed. Though it had referenoe
exclusively to a most delicate matter of dispute between
Catholics andProtestants, it didnot containthe leastallusion
to which anyone couldtake objection. IfDr. Moran didapt
succeed inconvincing every oneof his audience,hecan say at
leastthathe didnot uttera wordto hurt the feelingsor insult
the opinionsof themost sensitive.
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Julius 11, a wnrlike Pontiff, sat on the
throne of St. Peter, and the 'Eternal City' was the scene
of folly, dissipation, and clerical extortion." "All crimes
were to be pardoned for money."

Catholics reading this tissue of faleehood and insult will
find itdifficut to repress indignation from expressingitself in
the strong language,of anger. And yet, the enemies of jus-
tice to Catholics in education think it natural and a
matter of course that we should send our children to be
taught out of this and suchbooks.
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