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CONSECRATION OF NEW MARBLE ALTAR, 8T,
MARY'S CATHEDRAL, WELLINGTON,

————

THE solemn comeecration of a mew marble alar commenced at 10
o'clock, o.m.. on Bunday, Tth December, at Bt, Mary’s Cathedral
Hill Btreet, Wellington, by the Right Rev. Dr. Redwood, Bichop of
Wellington, who wore bis rich, polden, episcopal vestments on the
nuepicicus occasion.  The splendid Cathedral, with its matchless
interior, was erowded, The very impe sing ceremony commenerd
with a processicn of acnlytes, followed by the clergy and Bithop, who
proceeded up the miadle aisle, and afterwards entered the ERDCTLAYY
and began to chant the Litany of the Baints. After this the holy
water, composed of water, ralt, apd wine, was rpecially blessed by
the Bishop for the oceasitn. His Lordship then proceeded round the
altar seven times, sprinkling it with holy water. The water was
£]ro ured by his Lordship with ceruent for hermetically gealing vp a
little tomb or sepulchre ent into the top of the altar, snd containing
4 glass vase with martyr's relics, and & written document of the
particulars of the comsecration. The object of this dociment is to
prove, if it ever became necessary, that the consecration bad taken
place. The aliar was afterwards perfumed with holy incense four
times, and consecrated once with the holy il of catechumens and
three times with the holy chrism. The parts where the altar tahle
joined the ether portions of the structure were nleo consecrated with
the holy oil. Then one grain of incense was placed in each of the
cavities of the four ends of the five crosses cut un the altar, and op
each of the crosses were placed ¢wo tapers crosted with ends turned
up, each end over one of the grains f incense, The tapers were then
liphted, and botk tapers and incense cobsumed to sshes, Towards
the complefion of the ceremony, the blessing of the eleths and orna-
ments took place. After the comsecration of the aliar, which lasted
upwards of two hours. Pontifical High Mass was celebrated, the
Rev. Father M‘Namara, tbe parish priest of the Catbedral being
master of the ceremonies, and the Rev, Father Acguair deacon, and
the Rev, Father Eerrigan sub-deacon.

The choir was full and song Farmer’s Mass in B, They acquitied
themselves most admirably in both voecal and instrumental music
under the able leadership of Mr, Putman, whe bas been for years
endeavouring to perfect the choir, and deserves the greatest eredit for
its present efficient state. Miss Cemino officiated at the hareonium
in & very superior manner. The offertory sung for the occasion was
the * Alma Virgo” soprano sclo of Hummel's offertotiom, which was
rendered by Miss O'Neill with exquisite skill and taste. the finished
clearness of the high notes being truly beautiful, filling the Cathedral
and doing ample justice to the delightful composition, After mass,
the Bishop granied a special Indulgenee of one year, which was read
in English and Latin, to all those that were present ; also an Indul-
gence of forty days to those who would visit the Cathedral on every
anniversary of the day.  Exposition of the most blessed sacrament
then took place, which lasted till vespers, & great number taking
advantage of it to pay the church a visit. At four o'clock in the
afterncon, eight new members were admitted into the gocicty of the
children of Mary, ipstituted by the Rev, Father M‘Namara, and
instructed by the good bisters of Merey,

Thke following day being the glarious 8th Dec., the anniversary
of the proclamation of the dogma of the Immacnlate Conception of
the ever blessed Virgin Mary, the allar dedicated to her in the
Cathedral sbove forth in all its brightness, in preparation for tnat
day. The beautiful statue of the Virgin, gleaming in white and gold
under a most graceful canopy. was brought out in brilliant relief Ty
the light blve of the back-ground. The floral decorations w hich
adorned hoth the bigh altar and that of the Blessed Virgin exhibited
a garden of flowers faultless in arrangement, while the groups of rare
and exotic plants which bung their beads over the golden eauctnary
rails completed devotional Art decorations, made thus charmingly
pleasing by the Misees Johuston, who were also the domors of the
flowers and plants,

In a built enclosure, immediately below the tabernacle of the
new alter, was placed a sealed pglass jar containing a parchment
dovutnent engrossed by My, J. O'Xiell, C.E,, of which the [ollowing is

8 COpY, ViZ.:
AMD G &I M J,
Bt, Mary's Cathedial, Wellington.

“ The following are the names of the members of ihe congrega-
tion who have subsertbed two pounds and upwardstowarde defiaying
the expenses of the Altar. Messis. Edward O'Malley, J. M, Mulligan,
Chbarles Jobnston, Walter W. Johnston, Michael Cosgrove, Michael
Maker, R, P. Collins, Jeremiah O Brien, John Kecfe, Salvatore Ce-
mine, senr.. Charles O Neill, Jamrs Doyle. Mrs. 8. Cemino, Mirs Ellen
O'Connar, Mies Louisa Grant, Miss Horogan, Mrs. Honora Dalz, and
Miss Maria Gorden O Nexll.

*“This Altar bas been erected in the year of Our Lord eighteen
bundred and seventy-nine ; the second year of the Pontificate of His
Holiness Pope Leo XIIL. the fifth yesr of the Episcopate of his
Lordship the Right Rev. Dr. Redwood, Bishop of Wellington. andthe
fortieth year of his age, under the direction of the Rev. Father
Macnareara, 8 M., parish priest of bt, Mary's Cathedral, Wellington,
Charles ('Neill, C.E., architect.

“ Dated this seventeenth day of November, 1879,

*F. E. Jacquier, Fecit Caen, France.”

The evening services were Vespers and Benediction, and a pro-
cescion of the Blessed Sacrament. followed by the various socicties
attached to the Cathedral, The socicties present were the Children of
Mary, about sixty young ladies with white dresses and blue veils and
silver wreaths of fivwers on their heads ; the Hibernian Benefit Ro-
ciety ; the Young Men’~ Bociety, and the Bociety of St Vincent de
Paul. All cerried Iighted candles, and each society was preceded
by its bauner bearer carrying an appropriate symbtolic device. The
way was strewed with flowers by chldren from the Convent of Mercy,
the pions Sisters of which were present, and we may take this oppor-
tunity of bearing testimony to the immense amount of good accom-
plishied by them in the distiiet. The Christian Brothers were also
present, who cannot be too much praised for their untiring zeal to

impart a rubetantial and at the same time religious education tothe
risiug generation in Wellingtnn,

Dr Redwood preactied a most eloguent rermon from the text
“ Thon art a priest for ever, according to the order of Melchiredech”
The new altar is of white marble. made and deripned by M
dacquier, of Caen, France. whn ohtained a gold medal for work
of art at the last Paris Exhihition. It is in sccordance with
the style of the cathedral of the Gothic order. In front is & mapnifie
cently pilt fiink parnel of the * Last Bupper ™ in alte 1eliero. the
canopy of which is supported by red variegated marble pillars. The
front of the table of the aftar itrelf is supported by gieen marble
pillars, Ou the door of the sanctuary the figure of our Blessed Re.
deemer js reulptured in Baesn reliero and gilt. The arch above the
sanctoary door {# supported by two red maible pillars. The hases
and capitals of all the pillars are richly eculptured and gilt. The
altar is approached by three steps and is about nine feet wide and
sbout three feet high. On the altar rest three “altar steps ” for
supporting candlesticks, flowers, and orpaments, baving their fronts
seulptured with floral arrangements, congpicuous amongst which is
the shamrock. On. the top of the sanctuary a chastly designed
canopy is erected with a greined vaulted roof, over which rises a,
light and beautiful open spire, with gilded crockets, finished with a
gilt eross abont twenty feet bigh from the floor. The altar i all of
marble, to which ibe stained glass windows of the chancel form n
most snitable back ground. It is the most complete and valuable in
the colony, and will cost between £500 and £ It wan erccted by
Mesers. Murdoch and Rose, builders and contractors, Wellington,
under the immediate supervision of Mr. Charles O'Neill. C.E. and
architect. At the back ot the altar there ix & movable marble slab,
whick is hung on pulleys and ean be easily slipped up and down in
groves.  This rlah covers from view, when not required, an iron fire
proof chest, that is opened by a secret sprine. The consecration of
the new marble altar will long remain as a most important event in
the history of the Catholic Chureh of Wellington,
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OUR MELBOURNE LETTER.

————————

(From Our Own Correspondent,}

MELBOURKT. 10th December 1879,
Dr, Moorhonse gave & lecture last Friday on the snhject of
slavery. A very large and respectable audience—principally Pro-
testant —gathered in the Town Hall to hear him. I think he must
have startled them a gond deal, thoce of them at least who had been
taught to identify the Church of Rome as the Scarlet Woman, He
gave a rapid -ketch of the world, especially the Roman world, ita
pomp, its sensvaliem, its cruelty. its cortempt for the weuk, its
worship of foree, when Christ came down on earth to establish his
Church, and to give her s enmmision to wrestle with all wrong, and to
redress all evil. The Jectmier showed how o nts 21 after cer t ry Popes,
Bishops, Monke, the whole Church militant, set themselves to lift up
the captive tu brotherhood with their fellow-men. They bepan thig
crurade by inculeating the duly of suffering for and RETVIDE One
another ; and showed bow the humility and self-denial taught by
Chiist was violated by the arrogant and dominecring spirit in which
slavery took root. He described with fervid elequence bow the
Church bad braved Roman power at its loftiest height by excommu-
bicating a gladiator on 1he ground that he was a murderer, and any
one who bad been present at these combats on the ground 1hat he
wag acceseory to morder. He showed how, after long years of
struggle these gladiatorial combate, in which annuslly thousands of
slaves had lost their lives, were abolished ; their final coup being
dealt by 8 wonk who bad leaped into the arena in the midst of the
combztanis to protest agsinst the carnage, and the blond of this
grand soul was the last shed dwiing these ** Roman bolidays,” for all
hearts were coaquered by this divine example of relf-sacrifice. To
prove his Christian brotherhood the Chuich made the slave worship
side by side with the freeman in ber temp'es, and even rajsed bim to
the priesthood to teach and to sdminister sacraments to his old
masters. He peinted out the decsees of the Conncils of the Church,
from the 6th century down, for the protection and treeing of rlaves,
and dwelt lovingly on the’ efforts, so n arvellous in their romantic
incidents and in their success made for the 1ancom of captives by the
faitbful, especially by the Bishops many of whom not only devoted
their whole propeity, but melted down the plate of their churches
for this purpose; *and” added the lecturer, * by the time the Refor-
mation occurred slavery was dead.”

At the meeting of the House yesterday Mr, Berry aunonneed
that in conscquence of the vote given on the 1hird veading of the
Constitutional reform Rill, be had waited upon his Excellency and
advised o dissoluticn of Parliament. His Escillency had accepted
the advice and bad sutborised him to make the statement to the
Assembly. The financial bnsin ss is tir be finished at once, when an
immediate appea} to the country will be made.

A two days cricket match betweea eleven of Tasmania and an
eleven chosen from the East Melbourne Club terminated on Monday.
The East Melbourne men kept possession of the wickets during the
whole of the two days, so that the poor Tasmanians had no innings
at all. The score of the East Melbourne men amounted to 742,
Tommy Horan making of his own bat alone 260 ot out.

Things must be in & Lad state indeed in the Catholic parta of
Prussia if speeial trains are to be organised to convey youths out of
Plusia to be confirmed. The Prussian diocese of Troves has been
without a bishop for sone years, and so long as the existing strife
lasta there can be nove. Kortunately that diocese lies clnge to the
Bavarian diocese of 8pires, and a fortnight ago, when Mgr. Ebrler,
the Bisbop of Spires, visited Hombuig specizl train went from St
Wenddl to th t place with 800 youths of Loth s-xes to be confirmed
by the non-Pru-sian prelate, Simila, things happen in other dioceses ;
thus, for instance, the youths of Limburg have to be taken agross the
frontier into Hesse 1o be confirmed by the ccadjutor of Mayence.

When, ch | when, is such an absnrd and iniquitous state of thinge tq
©ome to an end !



