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wealened, their spirits cowed, their rents doubled, trebled, sometimes
quadropled, the potato-crop which had been their main-stay doowed to
”‘f‘ incurable disease, until it seemed scarcely a mercy that they had sur-
vived to be bled and tortured instead of resting under the tender grassy
shroud beneath which their kith and kin slept their untroubled sleep.”
He collected, he says, the statistics of many villages that had formerly
be-en bopalous, but now were almost wholly swept away, * But the
tuin of dead tenants is less to the point than the ruin of living ones.
There is hardly a miserable holding for miles around that bas not
been wrenched up to twice its valuation. The increases were
cﬂectec? by the process known in Connaught as ‘striping the lands”
—that is to say, fieids which were parcelled out in doubtful divisions
ax.uong the members of the little communities, as in the vineyards of
Cnamp_agne, were cut up into separate lots and erected into separate
tenm:xcnes at enormously jocreased rents upon the pretext of enlarged
holdings. And so what upon the surface would seem to be & judicious
way of determining the tenant’s rights and putting an end to litiga-
tion became by due legerdemain a cruel instrument of oppression.
One townland which passed through this subtle crucible went in with
a rental of £60 a year, and camn out with & rental of £217; and the
turbary (right of cutting turf for fuel,) and monntain pasture which
used to be thrown in with the £60 had been shorn away in the pro-
cess.. Another which was once yielding £15 a year was with skilful
manipulation milked for £70. Gold was wrung out of the very bogs.
Upon one eatate tenants who once eujoyed a free range of turbary
were charged 25 6d per house for their fuel (which in the matter of
eight or nine hundred houses, became an exceedingly handsemc
feather in the agent's cap). Upon another estate the unfortunate
turf-banks were rack-rented from 1s to 4s per man's day's cuiting.
A man was paying a rent of £7 ; he reclaimed an acre of bog, and
his rent was én conseguence raised to £14. A holding on the outskirts
of Oughterard which is valued to poor-rates at 158 is reuted at £12,
One of the most improving tenants in the district, whose holding was
rented at £16 10s, was mad encugh to build a farmhounse and expend
'£300 on fencing and draining; his reward is a rent of £40 5y,
instead of £16 108, Not to pester you with cases which bave a
ghaslly family likeness, I will be content with setting down twelve
instances taken at random from four different estates, premising
Ez}'ely that the particulam are at the service of whoever shall question
m

0Old Rent. Increased Rent, Poor Law
Valuation.

£ 8 d, £ s d. £ a 4.

1 30 0 0 B 0 U 25 10 0
? 4215 0 8113 G 48 10 U
3 11 0 0 34 0 0O . 14 5 0
i 2 0 0 80 0 0 R 52 8 0
b 20 00 a 0 0 i6 10 O
6 48 0 0 68 0 © . 37 5 0
7 i 0 0 81 0 0 3315 ©
8 20 0 ¢ 60 0 0 17 10 ©
9 60 0 ¢ 0 0 0 95 16 0
10 14 ¢ 0 62 O 0 2316 O
11 ... 80 0 ¢ 105 o G 42 10 0
12 ...120 0 0 6 0 0 114 &5 ¢

I have searched in vain for materials to lighten this picture of pitiless
extortion. The only land-owner in the neighbourbood of whom I
can honestly say a praisful word is Mr. W, D). Griffith, whose lands
are let often below and seldom above the valuation, and who, like
merciful landlords all the eountry over, has been first and alone
among his neighbours to recognisc tbe pressare of the times by
I_'educing bis rents all round to the level of the valuation. You may
Judge of the contrast between him and his mightier brethren frozm
1!](: fact that one man, who Liolds a farm from bim at £19, the valva-
tion being £18, Liolds & second farm of pirecisely the same quality at
the other side of the ditch, from nuother proprietor, to whom he pays
£15 14s, ok a valuation of £7 10s; and while this man is relieved of
a substantial sharc of his moderate rent by the beneficent landlord,
the answer 10 his appeal to the other prupriefor, to whom he has for

years been paying 100 per cent over tbe valuation, is that ke wui .

sell out the whole property rather thay give a reduction of a peuny,
Apart altogetber fiom the misery wrought by sordid nsuriousoess, I
cotld wring the hearts of your readers with tales of the sufferings
heaped upon peasants by the sallics of mere wanton caprice and
intoxicated power. I eonld tell of an old man of high respectabiliy,
whose gon quurelled willi the agent ; how father and son were flung
ou the roadside togetber ; how the shaift's myimidons tore down the
roufiree ; how the old man clung to the roofless walls, and bavnted
them nielit and day until reason for-nok lim, and the poor oli
maniac canght a discase which meicifully killad him; bow his
stelwail son was driven across the Atlantic, and his five your:
children into the (Oughterard pomhouse. I conld tell of another old
gentleman (gentleman pone the Jess far his rough coat of fiteze) whoee
deathbed was rudely disturbed by the thieat ihat upon kis d-eease
those whom he left after bim sbould dwell theie no more, I could
pam. the tenants of a townland who are at this moment under notice
to quet under penalty of paying doubled rents, for no cther 1 asen in
the world than that their little pastures are coveted by a neiglibouring

world that, if the people of Connemara are kept for ever suspended
over a gulf of ruin, and are at this very hour in danger of toppling
in, it is not by the will of God, but by the will of heartless and
devouring men ! But it may, perhaps, be said that we present here
only gloomy Christmas thoughts to our readers. Btill if our fellow-
countrymen at home are forced to suffer such things, we may well
endure to think of them, There is, however, one consideration con-
nected with them that is full of consolation; it is that we may be
convinced many amongst those who are auffering thus piteously this
Christmas time sre, notwithstanding, comforted, and made able
patiently to endure whatever has befallen them by the boly thoughts
the seagon renews, and the faith that cherishes them.

THE first of & seties of articles on New Zealaud, in
JUDGRE Chamber's Jowrnal of Oct. 18th, signed ¥ W, C.”
BATHGATE AT and whose contents are, for the most part, derived
HOME, from conversations beld by the writer with Judge
Bathgate and from the Judge's lectures, speaks
highly of the advantages offered as a field for emigration by this
colony, and should go far towards inducing a desirable class of
emigrants to select it a8 their destination. Of Judge Bathgste him-
self the writer speaks as follows, testifying that bis Honour's well-
deserved popularity and his reputation for ability, although doubtless
sustained and increased, were mnot originated i this colony i—
*“ When, thirty years ago, we began to reside during the summer
months on the banks of the Tweed, we were fortunate in having for
acquaintance, in the nefghbouring tows of Peebles, a geotleman of
agrceable manners, singular sagacity, versatility of talent, great
earnestness of purpose, and withal a keen sense of humour and love
of anecdote. This was Mr. Jobn Bathgate. Professionally a solicitor
and banker, he occupied the responsible position of Procurator-Fiscal
for Pecblesshire, Mr. Bathgate was one of those rare individuals
who are able at once to ‘see the idea.’ At the slighest hint, he saw
the bearing of a case, which others failed to comprebend. Desirous
10 promote improvements of all sorts, he tock a lead in establishing a
railway between Peebles and Edinburgh, which, in spite of dolorous
prognostications, has proved a marvellous success ; for besides being
an eight per cent. line in perpetuity, it has largely increased the
prosperity of the district, He had “ seen the idea,” which & number
of people who affected to be very wise could not see at all. Usefulin
forwarding every good work, and never grudging trouble, a pang
camne over the neighbourhood when he announced his intention of
emigrating with his family to New Zealand. ‘What could he mean?
He was much estesmed, had an excellent business, and got through
his varied duties without difficzlty.” We happen to koow why he
contemplated this extreme step. Ouve of his reasons was that his
numerons family were growing up, and the setthag of them in life
tnight become & source of perplexity, Buta tiore serious reason coti-
siated in an alarming bronchial affection, an-l he felt that if he tried
to encounter a repetition of winters in Great Britain, bis deom would
speedily be the chuichyaid. For safety, a warmer and more equable
climate was necessacy. Moved by these consilerations, Mr. Bathgate
gave up all his appuintments, disposed of his property, aud honoured
with testimonials of public respect and remewbrance, shipped bimself
off with his wife and family to New Zealand.” The manner in which
Dunedin obtaived 1ts name is described as fullows :—* This was in
1863, at which time, as a Brilish colony, New Zealand was still in its
infancy. “We, in fact, remember the commencement of it in 1840,
nader the auspives of the New Zealand Association, of which Edward
Gibbon Wakifield was the moving spirit, Wakefield’s notiou was to
found settlements of a temptingly denominaiional character. One,
to be caliad Canterbury, with Christcharch as its cupital, was to be
specially a home for membery of the Church of England. Another,
designated Otago, with New Edinburgh as its capital, was to be set
aside for Scottish Presbyterians, Possibly, the schome was of service
at the outset in attracting eettlers, A prospectus having fallen into
our hands, we felt an ubjection to tae name New Hdinbargh, Indeed,
we disiike all names of places with the word ‘New,’ such as New
York, New Oileans, and &0 ot  The term New Zealand, which, like
others of its kind, shews weakness of invention, is particularly scnse-
less and objectionable. With this opinion, we suggested, in a letter
to the edi or of a New Zealand juuraal, published in Loodon, that for
tae name New Edinburgh might advantagecusly be substituted the
term Duuedin, which 15 the Celtic name for Bdinburgh, The suggeﬂ-f
tim was embiaced by the Nuw Zealand Association, and hence
I inedin Lecume the accepted nane tor the capital of the provinee of
Otago.”

W have given some food for thonght this Christmas-

EOME CATHOLIC time that is @erived from the sad intelhgence of
BCHOOLS decay and the total wreek of all hope of prosperity,

we now turn with feelings of relicf to considerations

that contrast brightly with all this and chime in well with the
rejoicing that sbould prevail at the present season, We allude to
the reports that reach us from all sides of the condition and progress

muzivr. Tul need 1 add another hitter sentence to convince the | of Catholie schools in New Zealand, We hear of cxamioations held



