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world that, if thepeopleof Connemara are kept for ever suspended
over a gulf of ruin,and areat this very hour indanger of toppling
in, it is not by the will of God, but by the will of heartlessand
devouring men?" But itmay,perhaps,be said that wepresenthere
only gloomy Christmas thoughts to our readers. Still if our fellow-
countrymen at home are forced to suffer such things, wemay well
endure to think of them. There is, however, oneconsideration con-
nected with them that is fall of consolation ; itie thatwe maybe
convinced many amongst those who are suffering thus piteouslythis
Christmas time are, notwithstanding, comforted, and made able
patiently to endure whateverhas befallen themby the holy thoughts
the season renews,and thefaith that cherishes them.

weakened, theirspiritscowed, their rents doubled,trebled, sometimes
quadrupled,thepotato-cropwhichhadbeentheirmain-stay doomedto
anincurabledisease,untilit seemedscarcely amercythat they hadsur-
vived tobe bledandtorturedinstead of restingunder the tendergrassy
shroud beneath which their kith andkinslepttheir untroubledsleep."
He collected,he says,the statisticsof many villages thathad formerly
been populous,butnow were almost wholly swept away.

"
But the

ruinof dead tenants is less to the point than theruinof living ones.
There is hardly a miserableholding for miles aiouud that has not
been wrenched up to twice its valuation. The increases were
effected by the processknown in Connaught as 'striping the lands"—

thatis tosay, fields which were parcelled out indonbtful divisions
among themembersof the little communities, as in the vineyards of
Champagne,werecut upinto separate lots and erected into separate
tenanciesat enormously increased rentsuponthe pretextof enlarged
holdings. And so what upon the surface wouldteem tobe a judicious
way of determiningthe tenant's rights and putting anend to litiga-
tion becameby due legerdemain a cruel instrument of oppression.
One townland which passedthroughthis subtle crucible wentin with
arental of £60 a year,and came out witha rental of £217 ;and the
turbary (right of cutting turf for fuel,) and mountain pasture which
used to be thrownin with the £60 had been shorn away in the pro-
cess. Another which wasonce yielding £15 a year was with skilful
manipulationmilked for £70. Gold was wrungoutof the verybogs.
Uponone estate tenants who once enjoyed a free range of turbary
were charged 2s 6d per house for their fuel (which in the matter of
eight or nine hundred houses, became an exceedingly handsome
featherin the agent's cap). Upon another estate the unfortunate
turf-banks wererack-rented fromIs to 4s per man's day's cutting.
A man waspaying a rent of £7 ;he reclaimed an acre of bog, and
his rent was in consequence raised to £14. A holding on the outskirts
of Oughterard which is valued topoor-ratesat 15s is rented at £12.
One ofthe most improvingtenants in the district, whoseholding was
rentedat £16 10s, was mad enough tobuild a farmhouse andexpend
£300 on fencing and draining ;his reward is a rent of £40 ss,
instead of £16 10s. Not to pester you with cases which have a
ghastly family likeness,Iwillbe content with setting down twelve
instances taken at random from four different estates, premising
merely that the particular areat theservice of whoevershallquestion
them :— -

Ihave searched in vain for materials to lighten thispictureof pitiless
extortion. The ouly laud-owner in the neighbourhood of whomI
can honestly say apraisful word is Mr. W. D.Griffith, whose lands
are let oftenbelow and seldom above the valuation, and who, like
merciful landlo'-ds all the country over, has been first and alone
among his neighbours to recognise the pressure of the times by
reducing his rentsall round to the level of the valuation. You may
judge of the contrast between him and his mightier brethren frooi
the fact that one man, whoholds a farm fromhim at £19, the valua-
tion being £18, holds abecond farm of piecisely the samequality at
the other side of the ditch, from another proprietor,to whom he pays
£15 14s, on a valuation of £7 10s;and while this man is relieved of
a substantial share of his moderate rent by thebeneficent landlord,
the answer tohis appeal to the other proprietor, to whomhe has for
yearsbeen paying 100 per cent over the valuation, is thathe wni
sell out the whole property rather tluiu give a reductionof apenny.
Apaitaltogether from tho misery wrought by sordid üburiousness, I
could wring the hearts of your readers with talcs of the sufferings
heaped upon peasants by the sallies of mere wanton caprice and
intoxicatedpower. Icould tell of an old man of high respectability,
whose son quarrelled with the agent ;how father and son were flung
on the roadside together ; how the sheriffs myimidons toredown the
rooftree;how the old man clung to the roofless walls, andhaunted
them nicrht and day until reason forsook him, and the poor oM
maniac caught a disease which meicifully kill-id him; how his
stalwaiL pon was driven across the Atlantic, and his five you^/
children into the Onghterard pooihouse. Icould tell of another old
gentleman (gentlemannone the less for hisroughcoat of flioze) who-^
deathbed was rudely disturbed by the thieat that upon his decease
those whom he left after him should dwell theie nomore. Icould
nnm.1 the tenants of a townland who areat this moment undrr notice
to quit under penalty of paying doubled rents, for nootheT i- >is>on in
(heworld than that theirlittle pasturesarecovetedby aneighbouring
jjinzii'i. Ruf need 1 add another bitter sentence to convince the
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Old Kent.
£ s. d.... 30 0 0... 42 15 0... 11 0 0... 23 0 0... 20 0 0... 48 0 0... 36 0 0... 20 0 0... 60 0 0... H 0 0... 60 0 0... 120 0 0

Increased Rent.

£ s. d.
55 0 0
81 13 6
34 0 0
80 0 0
36 0 0
G8 0 0
81 0 0
50 0 0

300 0 0
G2 0 0

105 0 -0
206 0 0

Poor Law
Valuation.
£ s. d.
25 10 0
48 10 0
14 5 0
52 8 0
16 10 0
37 5 0
33 15 0
17 10 0
95 16 0
25 15 0
42 10 0

114 5 0


