
How many Freemasonsare there in ths world? This is ratheran interesting question, which a German paper called Inland has?nSntktn
vtoa"S^'er contains eight grand lodges and40,000brethren:France has two grand lodges, with about 30,000Masons; in the United Kingdom there are three grand lodges and140.000 "workers ;" whilst in the United States we find as manyas forty-six giand lodges, with over 580,000 members. Altogetherthere areeighty grand lodges in the world,having altogether 14 602lodges under their jurisdiction, and 894,467 biethren.The Goloeexpresses astonishment at thetoneof hostility towardsKussia pervading the speech of Lord Sali^buiy at Manchester andsays: "If the reported Anstro-Germau alliance prove a nahtyKussia must secure to herself allies to act in the rearof the enemy incase of an emergency. Lord Salisbury's speech not only opensKussiabeyes,butgives herfreedomof action

"
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test the great pi-ogrees they hadmade during theyearineverybranchof their studies, which had gained forthtschool the reputation forpre-eminence which it deservedly enjoyed. He said it wasa truepleasure to him to own that this was due to the able tuition whichthey received, which, he could say with pride and without any fearof flattery,was second to none in New Zealand. (Hear,bear.) HoKnew that the large audiences that had assisted at theirbeautifuldramatic entertainmentshadbeen highly delighted and surprised atsuch a splendidi display of ihcir abilities. Those entertainments, hesaid bad been for him areal intellectual twat. (Hear, hear.) Hecould also say with pride and without Battery that they mighthonoarably compete inBucb exhibitions with the highest schools inEurope. Indeed, he had always found that the cbildienof NewZjealand, and of Wellington in particular, occupied a very dis-tinguished place for talent and industry whencompared with thoseof oder countries. He attributed this to the genial climateof thecountry, whichcontributed to the early developmentof theirintellectand frame. He felt confident that thepupilsof the Convent School,Wellington by joining religion to the cultivationof themind andheart, would assist to a great degree in thelaudable work of raisingup agreat racein this land, and thushelp to makethe colonyagreatnation,not only in wealthbut in cultureand theexerciseof Christian
Vlr

u
Uei- j " Bpoke of tbe aPPr°aching vacation, of the delightsembodied in the sweet word" Home "—of the joys of tbe reality,uome —congratulated the children on tbearrival of the day whichwouldrestore them oncemore to their loved family circles,and badethem tobe as raysof sunshine carryingbrightness and joy into theirhomesteads. He wished thema curry Christmasand a happy new-year,announced th.at the s -hool will re-open on the26th of January,when be hoped all would return full of spirit and courage tostudywell and begin another honourablecontest for excellence, whichhehoped might have as happy and successful a termination as that

W
iaa "y witnessed tbat morning. When his Lordship had con-cluded, Mr. C. C. Graham rose,and,in a ehortspeech,returnedthanksto the Sisteis, in thename of the parents of the children, for thecareand attention which tbe latterreceivedat their hands- He spoke ofthe high standard of education established in the school, bestowedvery gieat piaise on tbe specimens of needlework, painting, anddrawing inspected by the company,particularly on the numerousexercisebooks, which he considered unrivalled for theirneatness andaccuracy, and tbe best proof tbat could be given of the excellenttuitionbestowedby the Sisters. He was surprised beyond measureat tbe progress made by the young ladies during the past year. Hehad had the pleasure of being present at the entertainment on-luesday evening,and the fluency with which the young ladies hadspoken the French and German languages had utterly astonishedhim. The tone andexpression in w hicb they had recitedprovedthatthey must have understood perfectly every word they uttered. Heconsidered that the rapid progress of the pupilsspokemosthighlyfor tbe excellence of the methodof teachingpursued by the Sisters,and whichentitled the school to a pre-eminentrankamong establish-

ments of thekind. He again thanked the Sisters for their efforts onbehalf of their pupils, andcongratulated them on the success whichattended their efforts.
The hymn

"
God Bless the Pope" wassung by the young ladies,and the company withdrew.

TALMAGE IN DUBLIN.

From theDublin Church Bells,
Dr. De Witt Talmage, the Yankeelectuier, has come and gone, andleft behindhim an unsavory reputation. How such crowdscould becollected together to listen to the garbage and disgusting vulgarityof tl is American baffles comprehension! He is thus painted in theLhibhn Freemans Journal:

"A tall man, with a stiff, ungainly figure, a hoarse, harsh,monotonous voice, and a peculiarly ungraceful gesticulation Hehas a y,ay, whichis not pleasant,of uttering the sentences he intendsto be impressive ina long-drawnsolemn drawl,and of waitingat theend oia 'funny' story with anencouraging smile on his face as itwere to give the audience 'a lead' at the laughter and applause. Hebas, besides, a happy knack of enlivening his lectures with 'catchpbrases, such as Mr. Brough's 'That's the sort ot man lam 1
'

orMr Tooles
'
Still lamnot happy.' Dr. Talmage's favourite phrase

last evening was, 'He wasn't a gentleman- never will be— youcannot make them out of that stuff,' which lepeated at closeintervals,m every variety of intonation, was foundmost effective in,provoking laughter."
Illustrating the "wickedness" of men, he told the following-He was going down the road when he met a man with a fiddle Hesaid to the man, "Do you know you are fiddle-faddling away yonrpoul? And theman replied, "Goto grass, yonold ppooriev'l" Itwas withsuch delectable anecdotes as this Dr. Talmage edifitd hisaudience in the Cbribtian Union Buildings, and taught them how tolaugh.

l^?8 ??*?" therev< clergy Presided> and there was a good attend-ance of ladies and gentlemen. A sacied hymn, ""Jubilantes," wasdeverly sung in parts by the pupils, with ace« mpanimenton thebar-ttomurnby MlSsMISs Graham. After which severalselect piecesofmusic,solos, and duets wereperf01mcd on se -eral pianos with great tasteand skill, testifying highly to the proficiency in music. TheMarche auxFlambeaux"especially, a duet played on four pianost£ the Misses Graham, Goulter, M'Donald, Kedwood, thapman,worthington, Bonnington, and Scully, washighly applauded. Nexttollowed the presentation tohis lordship ofau alb,bordered with anexquisite piece of lace three yards in length, and morethan oneyardindepth, the work of the young ladies. An address of presentationwas readby Miss Redwood. The school-room was decorated withdrawings, paintings, and illuminations, thework of thepupils and atable covered withspecimensof their needlework and flower-inakineoccupied the centre of the school-room. There werealso piles of ex-ercise books,which werehighly admired for their neatness and cor-rectness;also a quantity of maps, whichbore witness to their freo-graphical knowledge, for the pupils are required to draw frommemory themaps of everycountry which they study. An excellentmapof the two Americas, drawnfrom memory at the examinationwas to be eeen on the blackboard. The botanybooks, containingspecimensof dry flowers and their organs, collected by the youngladies, and classified as illustrating notesof the lessons theyreceivedw^re especially interesting. All these werehandedround for inspec-

1
cPrizes werethendistributed as shownin the accompanying

Fiest Class.— Prizes : Good conduct and politeness, MissUTabam ;uniform amiability of conduct, Miss B. Redwood " Chris-tian doctrine,Miss A. Scully Ist, Miss A.Cimino2nd;HisLo'idship's
prize(£5) for composition,history, and geography, Miss Graham "
-ttid prize for composition,MissA.Goulter;3rdprize for compositionand history,Miss Scully ;Istprize for recitation, Miss Scully " his-tory,Miss A. Goulter;2nd prize for geography, Miss A Scully "
grammar, Miss A. Cimino (Ist division), Mihs B. Kedwood f2nd'division) ;arithmetic, Miss A. Cimino, Miss M. Sheridan (2nddivi-sion):special subjects, Miss A. Goulter Ist, Mis,s E. Grace 2nd "

tlTlglilisSlglilisS Graham ;Scripturehistory,MissE.Grace;pianoforte'Miss A. Giaham Ist,Miss M 'Donald 2nd;drawing, Miss A GoulterIst,Miss Cimino 2nd;needlework, Miss E. Worthington " Frenchlanguage, Miss A. Goulter ;German language, Miss B. Redwood "
German recitation, Miss J. Bonnington;order,MissE. Worthington:application, Miss Kane;paper flower-making,Miss A Goulter

'
Accessits.— Christian Doctrine, Ist, M.Ahem; 2nd, A.Goulter-f^'7?v°r- £<??mP°sition- lhfc

-
M- E- Grace; 2nd, B. Redwood ';drd, F. Tabor. History,Ist, A. Scully ;geography, A. Goulter ACimino. Giammar, A. Scully ; arithmetic, Miss A. M'Donald "

special subjects, Ist, A. Graham, —Tabor; Scripture history AGraham ;pianoforte, F. Bonnington;drawing, A. Graham -Ger-man language, E.Worthington.
'

SecondClass.— Piizes :ChristianDoctrine, Ist Miss E Grace ■2nd, Miss M. Burns. Scripture histoiy, Miss M. Grace " 'English
history Miss N. Ahem ; geography, Miss J. Mitchell;'grammar,Miss J. Bonnington; writing. Miss A. Connell;arithmetic MissKoch; recitation, lht, Miss M. Grace; 2nd, Mis- Saundars Com-position,Mi«s Mitchell;map drawing, Miss Brassey ;order MissLompton; needlework, Miss Brassey; French, Miss E Tabor-regular attendance, Miss B. Cimiuo;general improvement, Missk'*rankel; music, Miss A. Chapman; application tostudy, Miss MRoss.

Accessits.— Christian doctrine, Ist, Miss J. Bonnington " 2ndMiss M. Grace. Scripture history, Miss M.Ross; English hi'stoiy'
MissM. Grace; geogiaphy, Miss A. Compton;grammar Miss ASaunders;French, Miss A.Cimino.

Third Class.— Prizes:Good conduct and politeness MissBoardness; Christian doctrine, Miss Tinman;Scripture history
Miss B. Cimino ;English history, Miss M.Ahem;grammar Miss EMacguire; geography, Miss A. Luckie ; writing. Miss V Grey "
recitation, Miss B. Cimino;needlework, Miss A. Chapman " regularattendance,Miss M. Ahem;arithmetic, Miss K.Boaidman

"'
FrenchMiss B.Redwood;music, Miss E. Maguire;general improvement'

Miss A.Tabor.
'

Fourth Class.— Prizes: Christian doctrine, Miss M'Caffery "

reading and spelling, Ist, Miss H. Pczzi;2nd, Miss M Grey:writing Miss X Maguire ;spelling, MissF. Tabor;generali'mprove-inent, Miss E.Fitzgerald and Mi&s O'Neal;regular attendance MissJ. Magmnity ;recitation, Miss M'Caffery.
His Lordship'sprize, which consisted of a handsome clock andan exquisite little woik-box, was awarded for English CompositionGeography,and History. The young competitors for thathonourable

premium wererrquired to write without the aidofbooks of referenceand without previous announcement of the subject a composition'
the matter of which was an abstract of French history fiom theoutbreak of the great French revolution to the uownfal)ofNapoleonIt was gratifying to listen to the applause which thebearersTof theprizes for good conduct andamiability and his Lordship's prize re-ceived from their companionsas their names were read aloud, aproofof the merit of the recipientsand the goodspirit that exists in theschool. A very pretty ceremony followed the distributionof piizesThis was the

"
crowning of themostamiable," or theplacingwreathßof flowers emblematic of the good-will of their companions, on theheads of those whohadbeen chosen by ballot in the differentclassesas deserving of the honour. The three young ladies thus favouredwereMiss Grahamin the first class, Miss Maud Grace in the secondand Miss Maigaret Ahem m the third. His Lordship then addressedthe children in termsexpressiveof his affectionate solicitudefor theirwelfare. He began by thanking them for the handsomespecimen oftheir needlework with which they had presented him, and which hevaluedbothas aproof of tlieir skill anda token of their sentimentstowards himself. He offeied themhis warmest congiatulatu.ns onthe unparalleledsuccess which had attended all their efforts in theirvarious exhibitions during tfee past week, and a^ured them of thepleasure ithadbeen tohim to superintend their examinations and
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