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CATHOLIC AFFAIRS AT WANGANUI,
B .

December $th, 1870.

ALTHOUGH no notice of this district has ap in the columns of
the TABLXT for some considerable time, still, like our co-religionists
elsewhere, we have'not been idle. During the year, the church has
been line1 and painted, the sanctuary richly decorated ; confessional,
baptisma! font, and new seats made, in keeping with the architecture
of the building, A very handsome set of stations have been purchased
and hong with the solemn ceremony of the Church special to such an
Gecasion. A new side altar, to which I sball refer heveafter, has been
erected, and altogether the interior of the church now presents a very
rich and imposing appearance. In addition to this, a great many
improvements have been made ountside both to presbytery and church
grounds ; but though much has been accomplished, much still remaing
to be done, and I trust ere long to see a convent erected on the
ground dedieated to the purpose by his Lordship the Bishop, in July
Iast. I may add that the timber is already on the gronnd, and funds
for that object are likely to be available very shortly.

Thanke to the zeal and energy of our pastor, the Rev, Father
Kirk, who has endeared himself to his flock by his devotion to ali
that appertains to their spiritoal weifare, s well ag by the keen

interest he displays in all affairs connected with the parish, we are |~

enabled to have the most beautiful services of the church carried ont
with becoming splendour, On Bunday evening last, the eve of the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, was
witnessed one of those impressive ceremonies which excite our
devotion to onr blesszd Mother. During the vespers proper for the
feast, and while the Magnificat was being sung, the besutiful new
altar of the Blessed Virgin was unveiled, and a magnificent sight met
the eyes of all present, ©On a chastely but richly-decorated altar,
lighted by innumerable tapers and be-decked with vases containing
the rarest flowers ef the season, stood the new life-size statue of the
Blessed Virgin, while in the back-ground fell in ample folds the rich

robe of white and gold, which depended from & handsome corona:

fixed immediately over the head of the statue. Both altar and statne
are worthy of a far better description than I can convey, while the
mixture of warm colours, delicate tints, rich gold, and chaste silver,
denotes the work of a real artist,

Our pastor, after a few words to the congregation generally,
then addressed the children, especiaily those whe had been on retreat
during the past week preparing for their first Communion, which
would be made on the following morning. In earnest but simple
words, he impressed on his young hearers the importance of making
suitable preparation for receiving our dear Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. Then, addressing several young girls about to become
Children of Mary, he enlarged on the importance of the step they
were about to take, the duties that it would necessarily entail upon
them, the examples they were expected to show, and the advantages
and blessinga they would secure by a loyal devotion to our dear
Lady, Itis the gift of few to express all thuy would desire to convey
to the youthful mind, but oar pastor evidently possesses this gift to
perfection.  On finishing this address, which was listened to eagerly
by all, the hymn Ave Mariz Stello was sung, and the priest proceeded
to receive the youthfu) aspirants into the Order of Children of Mary.
On the conclusion of this ceremony, a procession was formed, and
certainly nothing like it has been witnessed here before. The affair
had been so well planned, and the arrangements were so complete,
that nothing occurred to mat the effect of the impressive scene,

Preceded by insence bearer and acolytes, 1ollowed by the cross.
hearer, came the school girls in white and blue, commencing with the
most diminutive; these were followed by the Children of Mary,
preceded by those newly received, bearing lighted tapers ; one of them
carried their large and beautiful gold embroidered banner lately im-
ported (a number of other banners being distributed amoung the
children) ; after these came the membera of the Altar Society, Boys
of 8t. Mary’s Bchool, members of the H.A.C.B. Bociety, followed by
the altar boys and priest.

Benediction of the Blessed Bacrament closed the ceremuonies of
the evening.

The music thronghout the service was well rendered by the choir,

On the foliowing morning Mass was celebrated at eight o’clock,
when a large number of children (upwards of 3¢) having heen again
addressed by our zealons pastor, who assisted them in every possible
manner to worthily approach the Blessed Bacrament, made their first
communion. They were afterwards entertained at the presbytery
by the Rev. Father Kirk, and spent the day in a happy and becoming
manner., CATHOLIC.

LITERARY MEN AND THE «“CAT.>

——t————

ARBCHIBALD FORBES, the famovs war correspordent, declares that
he was saved by the “cat,” which it is now proposed to abolish from
the British Army. Twenty years ago, he enlisted in & cavalry regi-
ment. Young, full of epirits, and not destitute of money, he was
ascandalously often in trouble. At length an escapade got him placed
for & month in the Sbeffield provost. He was not cured, however,
Again, brought before his commanding officer, he was asked if he
knew be was a second-class man., No, be knew nothing about 16,
“Well,” said he, “you are, and, as such, liable to be fogged, and
the next time you come before me I'll flog you.” Mr. Forbes never
again came before him, and is now so full of love for the cat that he
pleads for its retention,

An almost similar experience was that of John Boyle O'Reilly, At
eighteen years of age, he enlisted in a hussar regiment, snd in the
strepgth and wilduess of youth began a reckless course., One day s
friendly old sergeant said to him, as he was merched to the guard-
rcom, “*You'll destroy yourself, youngster, if you don't stop. The
next time the Colonel's in bad humour, he'll court-martial yon, and

ou'll be flogped.” The word clung to O'Reilly’s mind, and appalled

im into steadiness. But, unlike hiz English brother in literature, he
regards the ¥ cat" with horror, and considers its use more degrading
and demoralising on scldiers who witnees it than would be the death
of the defanlter —Filot. |

SINGER'S BEWING MACHINES

Those who are mot prepared
to pay cash at the timo of
R{u:chase, can obtain a

ACHINE by DEFERRED

PAYMENTS,
on guch terms as may suit their
circumstances, All our Family
Machines are now supplied
with the
TRIPLE-ACTION WHERL,

BEWARE
of Cheap Machines; as a rule
they are perfect “rubbish,”

NOTICE.
Cash Deposit Reduced to £1,
i Weekly Payments, Gs.
G. M. ALDRICH,

AGENT,
PRINCEB BTREET, DUNEDIN.
[CIRCULAR.]

Princes street, Dunedin,
November 1st, 1879
R. WEST has the honour to inform his customers and

e the public generally that he has This Day taken Mr. J. H,
POPE into PARTNERSHIP.

The husiness will in future be carried on under the firm of G, B,
WEBT & CO.

The partnership arrangements wecessitate that all sums due to
&, R. WEST should be paud as soon as possible, He is therefore
compelled to request the setilement of outstanding debts, and to
intimate that all acconnts due to the late firm must be paid before
the 1st of Decewmber,

The new firm tespectfully solicit & contipuance of the support
which hag enabled VIr, West in the past to cater matisfactorily for
the musical publie of Duncain. No efforts will be spared by them to
have constantly on hand a large and well selected Stock of all kindas
of Insiruments, a8 well as the best and newest Music, and the
Standard Works of clagsical composers,

A vigit to the Warehouse will convinece intending Purchasers of
Music, or of Pianos, Harmoniums, Violins, Flutes, Concertinas, etc.,
thst the Stock of G B. West & Co., contains the articles they require,
of first-rate quality and at reasonable prices,

CABH R.A.G.E. ONLY
THE ROYAL ARCADE GRGCERY EMPORIUM,
{(Next Clifford and Morris's)

Will be
OPENED on BATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20THm

With a Choice Btock of
GROCERIES, WINES, BPIRITS, axp GENERAL PROVISIONS.
This Establishment will ba condncted on

ABBOLUTELY CABH PRINCIPLES,
Everything will ba of the Best Quality, and the Prices
THE LOWEST IN THE CITY.

The R.A.G. K, Groceries will please all,
The R.A.G.E. Teas best and Cheapest.

The R.A.G.E, Coffees pure and fragrant,
The R.A.G.E. Wines superior vintages,
The R.A.G.E. Spirits highly recommended.

This Purely Cash Business will meet a felt want in the com.
muynity. No credit will be given, and as no bad debts wiil be
incurred, the Prices for first-class Groceries, Wines, Spirits, and
Provisions will be lower than have ever been attempted in Dunedin,

Goods on being paid for wiid be delivered free of carriage to all
parts of the City and suburbs,
CASH RAG.E. ONLY

DONALD REID AXND OO.

AUCTIONEZRRS,
AND BTATION AGENTRB,
Higa BrreEer, DUNEDIR,
Hold Auction Bales as under ;
Fat Btock—At Burngide Bale Yardy, every Wedpesday at 11.30 am,
Wool, Sheepsking, Hides, and Tallow,—At Wool Btores, Princes
Street South, every Monday, at 11,30 a.m,

STOCK

Fat Btock by rail should be forwarded to the Burnside Railway
Biding. Our agent will be in attendance at the Sale Yards every
Wednesday moraing to take delivery of Fat Stock forwarded to us
by rail or otherwise, and to arrange same for sale.

Wiol, Grain, or other Produce by rail should be addressed to our
Railway Siding, Princes Btreet South,

Cash advances made on Wool, Grain, Stock, ete., consigned to us
either for sale or shipment.

Produce stored at the very lowest rates.

Improved and unimproved Freehold Farms for sale in all parts
of the Province at loweest prices and on remarkably easy terins of

yayment
DONALD REID AND CO,



