
LITERARY MEN AND THE "CAT."
Archibald Forbes, the famous war correspondent, declares that
he wassavedby the

"cat," which itis nowproposed toabolishfrom
theBritish Army. Twenty years ago,he enlisted ina cavalry regi-
ment. Young, full of spirits, and not destitute of money,he was
scandalously oftenin trouble. Atlengthanescapadegothim placed
for a month in the Sheffieldprovost. He was not cured,however.
Again,brought before his commanding officer, lie waa asked if he
knew be was a second-class man. No, he knew nothing aboutit." Well," said he, "you are, and,a9such, liable to be flogged, and
thenext time youcome before meI'll flog you." Mr. Forbes never
againcamebefore him, andis nowso full of love for the cat that he
pleads for its retention.

Analmost similar experiencewas thatof JohnBoyle O'Reilly. At
eighteen years of age,he enlisted in a hussar regiment, andin the
strength and wildnessof youth began a reckless course. One day a
friendly old sergeant said tohim, asbe was mercbed to the guard-
rcom, "You'll destroy jourself, youngster,if youdon't s*op. The
next time the Colonel's in badhumour, he'll court-martial you,and
you'll be flogged." The wordclungto O'Reilly's mind, and appalled
him into steadiness. But, unlikebis English brotherin literature,he
regards the "

cat
"

withhorror, and considersits usemore degrading
and demoralisingonsoldierswho witness it than wouldbe the death
of thedtffcultor,— Pilot,j

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
CATHOLIC AFFAIRS AT WANGANUI.

Fridaj,December 26, 1879.

December 9th,1870.
Althoughnonotice ofthis districthas appearedin the columnsof
theTablbt for some considerabletime,still,likeour co-religionists
elsewhere,wehave*not been idle. During the year,the church has
beenlineiandpainted,thesanctuaryrichly decorated;confessional,
baptismal font,andnewseatsmade,inkeepingwith thearchitecture
of thebuilding. A veryhandsomeset of stationshavebeenpurchased
andhung with theBolemn ceremonyof theChurch specialtosuch an
occasion. A newsidealtar,towhichIshallrefer hereafter,has been
erected,and altogethertheinteriorof the churchnowpresentsa very
rich and imposing appearance. Inaddition to this,agreatmany
improvementshave beenmadeoutsideboth topresbytery andchurch
grounds;bat thoughmuchhas beenaccomplished,much stillremains
to be done, and Itrust ere long to see a convent erected on the
ground dedicatedtothepurposeby hisLordship theBishop, inJuly
last. Imay add that thetimber is already on the ground, andfunds
for thatobject arelikely tobe available veryshortly.

Thanks to the zeal and energyof our pastor,theRev. FatherKirk,who has endeared himself to his flock by his devotiontoall
that appertains to their spiritual welfare, as well as by the keen
interest he displays inallaffairs connected with the parish, we are
enabledtohave themostbeautifulservicesof thechurchcarried out
withbecoming splendour. On Sunday evening last, the eve of the
Feastof the Immaculate Conceptionof theBlessed Virgin Mary, was
witnessed one of those impressive ceremonies which excite our
devotiontoourblessedMother. During the vespers proper for thefeast, and while theMagnificat was being sung, the beautifulnew
altaroftheBlessedVirgin wasunveiled,and amagnificentsightmet
the eyes of all present. On a chastely but richly-decorated altar,
lighted by innumerable tapers andbe-decked with vases coutaining
the rarest flowersef the season,stood thenew life-size statue of the
BlessedVirgin, while in theback-ground fell in amplefolds the rich
robe of white and gold, which depended from a handsomecorona'
fixedimmediately overtheheadof the statue. Both altar andstatue
are worthyof a far better descriptionthanIcan convey, while the
mixture of warm colours, delicate tints,rich gold, and chaste silver,
denotesthe work of areal artist.

Our goodpastor, after afew words to the congregationgenerally,
thenaddressedthe children,especially those who hadbeenon retreat
during the past week preparing for their first Communion, which
would be made on the following morning. Inearnest butsimple
words,he impressed onhis younghearers the importanceof making
suitable preparation for receiving our dear Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. Then, addressing several young girls about tobecome
Children of Mary,he enlarged on the importance of the step they
were about to take,theduties thatitwouldnecessarily entail upon
them, the examplesthey wereexpected toshow, and the advantages
and blessings they would secure by a loyal devotion to our dear
Lady. Itis the gift of few toexpress all they woulddesire toconvey
tothe youthful mind, but ourpastor evidently possesses this gift to
perfection. On finishing this address, which waalistenedto eagerly
by all, thehymn Are JUaris Stella was sung,andthepriestproceeded
toreceive theyouthful aspirantsinto the Order of Children of Mary.
On the conclusion of this ceremony,a procession was formed, and
certainly nothing like ithas been witnessedhere before. The affair
had been so well planned,and the arrangements wereso complete,
thatnothingoccurred to mar the effectof the impressivescene.

Preceded by insencebearer and acolytes, iollowed by thecross-bearer,came the school girls in white andblue,commencing with the
most diminutive; these were followed by the Children of Mary,
precededby thosenewly received,bearinglighted tapers;oneof them
carried their largeandbeautiful gold embroideredbanner lately im-
ported (a number of other banners being distributed among the
children) ;after these came the members of the Altar Society, Boys
of St.Mary's School, members of the H.A.C.B. Society, followed by
thealtarboys and priest.

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament closed the ceremoniesof
theevening.

Themusic throughout the service waswell rendered by the choir.
On the following morning Mass was celebrated at eight o'clock,

whena large number of children (upwards of 30)havingbeen again
addressedby our zealouspastor, who assisted them inevery possible
manner to worthily approachthe Blessed Sacrament, made their first
communion. They were afterwards entertained at the presbytery
by theRev. Father Kirk, andspent the day in ahappy andbecoming
manner. Catholic.
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gINGER'S SEWING MACHINES
JL Those whoarenot prepared

to pay cash at the timo of
HB— iJßfafc^ MACHINE by DEFERRED

Vm f/Dl circumstances. AllourFamilyBML wju&jk Machines are now supplied

lU^^^^Hnd TRIPLE-ACTION WHEEL.

Ifter Pwil °' Ch^PMachines;as a rule

1

CashDepositReduced to £1.

G. M. ALDRICH,
AGENT,

PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN.
[CIRCULAR.]

'

Princes streot, Dunedin,
NovemberIst, 1879

aR.WEST has the honour to inform his customers and" thepublic generally that he has This Day takenMr.J. H.
POPEinto PARTNERSHIP.

The business willin futurebe carried onunder the firmof G.B,
WEST & CO.

The partnership arrangementsnecessitate that all sums due to
G.R. WEST should be paid as soon as possible. He is therefore
compelled to request the settlement of outstanding debts, and to
intimate thatall accounts due to the late firm must be paidbefore
the Istof December.

The new firm respectfully solicit a continuance of the support
whichhas enable/1 Mr. West in the past to cater satisfactorily for
the musical public of Duneuin. No effortswill be sparedby themto
haveconstantly on handa large and wellselected Stock ofall kinds
of Instruments, as well as the best and newest Music, and the
StandardWorksof classical composers.

A visit to the Warehouse will convince intending Purchasersof
Music,or of Pianos, Harmoniums, Violins,Flutes, Concertinas,etc.,
tW the Stock of G. R. West &Co.,contains the articles they require,
ef first-rate quality andat reasonable prices.

CASH R.A.G.E. ONLY

rpHE ROYAL ARCADE GROCERY EMPORIUM,
(NextCliffordandMorris's)

Will be
OPENED on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th

With aChoice Stockof
GROCERIES, WINES, SPIRITS, ajtdGENERAL PROVISIONS.

This Establishment willbe conducted on
ABSOLUTELY CASH PRINCIPLES.

Everything will ba of the Best Quality, and thePrices
THE LOWEST IN THE CITY.

The R.A.G.E. Grocerieswill pleaseall.
The B.A.G.E. Teasbest and Cheapest.
The R.A.G.E. Coffees pure and fragrant.
The R.A.G.E. Wines superiorvintages.
The R.A.G.E. Spirits highly recommended.

This Purely CashBusiness will meet a felt want in the corn*
munity. No credit will be given, and as no bad debts will be
incurred, the Prices for first-class Groceries, Wines, Spirits, and
Provisions will be lower than haveever been attemptedinDunedin.

Goodson beingpaid for will be delivered free of carriage to all
parts of the City andsuburbs.

CASH R.A.G.E. ONLY

TyiTltf ALD REID A Nl) (ToT
A UCTIONEERB,

STOCK AND STATION AGENTS,
High Bteeet, Dunedin.

Hold Auction Sales asunder:
Fat Stock

—
AtBurnside Sale Yards,everyWednesday at 11.80 a.nu

Wool, Sheepskins,Hides,andTallow.
—

At Wool Stores, Princes
Street South,every Monday,at 11.30 a.m.

Fat Stock byrailshould be forwarded to the Burnside Railway
Siding. Our agent will be in attendance at the Sale Yards every
Wednesday morning to take delivery of Fat Stock forwarded to us
by rail or otherwise, and to arrangesame for sale.

Wool, Grain, or other Produceby rail should beaddressed toour
Railway Siding, Princes Street South.

Cash advancesmade onWool, Grain, Stock, etc.,consigned to us
either for sale or shipment.

Produce stored at the verylowest rates.
Improvedandunimproved FreeholdFarms for sale in all parts

ofthe Provinceatloweest prices and on remarkably easy termsof
payment

DONALD REID AND CO.


