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Telegrams,

———
(REUTER'S BPECIAL.)
. . CALOUTTA, December 19th,
mamlg*_)tmthstandmg the open hostility of the tribes preventing the
. ing of troops prevnausl_y, General Gough started from Ganda-
mu hfor Cabul on the 17th. He encountered no opposition, and
marched all day. He telegraphed on the 18th that he had met with
¢ 110 ReTious opposition, Notman, with a strong force, is co-operating
with General Gough in maiataing communication,

(SPECIAL TO THE MELBOURKE AGE.)
e LoNDoX, (undated).
Tnd nergl Gough marched on Gundamak, attempting to ocenpy
agdalak .Pa.ss, when the hostile tribes in overwhelming strength
cNhecked his advance, and seriously imperilled the force of General
relllisit;nt. A strong detachment is advancing in forced roarches to his
In response to the appeal of the Viceroy, Lord Napier of Magdala
be summoned from London, probably to conduct the Afghan

a Nibilists attempted to assassinate the Governor of Moscow. The
overnor is wninjured.

will
war,

. CaLcuTTA, December 20th.
Gh ]ngeral Gough arrived at Jagdallak unopposed yesterday. The
1lzails hovering about, though numerons, were a disorganised rab-
ble, The other tribes are quiet.,
Norman i3 rapidly advancing.
. . December 22nd.
The latest intelligence from (eneral Roberts, on the 18th, states
all well. There has been no further fighting ; remaining on the de-
fence at Shurpur,

. . General Roberts urges General Gough's immediate advance in
light order. and says he will find no opposition, and when reinfurce-
ments arrive, he can settle Cabul affairs without difficulty.

General Gough left to-day with 140 men and four guns,

The
r0ads to Cabul are clear.

. LoxDoN, December 20th,
At a Conservative mecting at Leeds, Sir Btafford Northeote made
a speech in which he stated the policy of Government was unaffected
by Afghan affairs. It continus to be defence, not annexzation.
December 21st.
By latest news from the Cape the British troope had taken the
stronghold of Secocoeni, Two officers were killed and four wounded.

(REUTER'S BPECIAL.)
) BYDNEY, December 21st,

. Two Chinamen were discovered in a suburb of S8ydney afflicted
with leprosy. One was poisoned, and it is supposed be committed
suicide. The other was taken away late on Saturday night to La
Perouse, close ta the Janding-place of the New Zealand eable, and put
in a tent ear the beach. The place is a favourite pic-nic ground,
and great indignation is manifested by the cable and Custom-house
people. A strong remounstrance was sent to the Premier, As the
action means the absolute isolation of the cable station a8 an inonr-
able quarantine-station, it will possibly affect telegraphic communi-
cation with New Zealand. It is hoped the New Zealand Goverment
will remonstrate with the Bydney Government. There is great alamm,
as the disease is of a most loathsome form.

L . PAR1s, December 21st,
The Ministry have resigned, and Monsieur Freycinet is engaged
forming a new one.
. CALcUTTA, December 22nd.
General Goug_h ig continuing to advance. Yesterday, the Ghilzais
were harassing his troops, so that he attacked and defeated them,
driving them from the heights.
Bright reports the general advance of reinforcements, He
ggchgs Gundamak shortly, and will then co-operate with General
ugh.
(BPECIAL TO THE MELBOURNE AGE.)
LoNDoON, December 21st,
General Gough is marching on Cabul with 2500 men apd. six
guns.
Becoeni is reported to have been killed,
The Revolutionary party are inactive in the Spanish provinces.
The Government have ordered the arrest of the leaders of the party,
including many military officers.

Gommercral,

L SS—
PRODUCE MAREET—DEC, 24, 1879,

Mr. J. Fleming reports for the weck ending Dec. 24, 1879:—
Wholesale prices, oats, 188d to 15 104 per bushel ; milling wheat, 4s 9d
to b per busbel; chicks, 38 6d to 3= 9d ; barley, malting, 5s 64 per
bushel ; feed. 3s to 3s 6d ; pollard, £5 Os per ton ; bran, £4 10s per
')n; flour, £11 10s to £12 per ton; oatmeal, £12 per tor; pota-

0c8, £6 per ton ; hay, £4 per ton; chaff, £4 to #£4 bs per ton;
straw, £25 5s per ton; cnions, 14s per cwt.; new kidney potatoes,
118 per cwt. ; round potatoes, 83; fiaported, 63 to Bs,

MESsRs, MERCEK and McDoNALD, Rattray street, report :—Fresh
butter (hest and favourite brands) 1lb, and b prints, 104 to 1s pe:
b, ; good ordinary butter, 9d to 10d per [b, ; eggs are ls 4d per
doz. ; cheese, 74 per lb. ; hams, 11d per Ib. ; bacon, 10d per b,

——

Farmers and others engaged in agricaltural pursuits will find all
the newest improvements in machinery suited to their requirements
at the establishment of Messrs. T. Robinson and Co., Dunedin, Par-
ticulars will be found in our advertiscment columns.

CATHOLIC 8CHOOL, LAWRENCE,

———

(From the Puapcka Times.)

THE aunoual distribution of prizes in connection with this school took
place on Monday at noon, in the presence of & number of parenta and
friends of the children. The school was adorned with a large number
of _beautlful specimens of needlework, knitting, etc., executed by the
children, who were present to the number of about a huudred. His
Lordship Bisho Moran, who arrived by the midday train from Dun-
edin, took the chair a few minutes afrer the arrival of the train, His
Lordship was accompanied by the Rev. Father Nieuport, the Rev.
Father Crowlu_ay, and the teachers, Mr. aud Miss Horan. Father
Crowley explained the principle on which the prizes were to he
awarded, Only two prizes would be given to any one pupil, beyond
that the reward would be honorary, His Lordship the Bishop then
handed the various prizes (eighty-three volumes in all, besides mis-
cellaneous articles) to the pupils, as their names were read by the
teacher, Mr. Horan. Tn cases of equality the order of priority was
determmeq by lot. It is worthy of remark that as the school ie con-
ducted entirely by the veluntary contributions of the congregation,
86 the prizes were presented by members of the congregation,
and other well-wichers of the cause of edweation, amongst whom Mrs
8. Hales (whom we observed present on the oceasion) was, we under-
stand, a large con_tributor. The following is the prize list i —

Criss L—History : 1st, H. Hart; 2o0d, J. O'Connor.—Geo-
graphy lst, H. Kelly ; 2nd, M. Drew.—Grammar, Ist, H. Hart; 2nd
H. Kelly—Arithmetic : 1st, I. Kelly; 20d, M. Drew.—Resding :
1st, J. O'Conpor ; 2nd, H. Kelly and M, Drew.—Catechism : Ist, M,
Whelan ; 2nd, 8, M‘Cann—Writing : 1st, J. 0°Connor; 2nd, A,
Malone,

Craeg IL—History : 1st, T, Eclleher ; 2nd. M. White.—Geo-
graphy : 1st, M. Tracey; 2nd, J. Rodgers.—Grammar: 1st, M.
Tracey ; 2!1.d, J. Drew.— Arithmetic : 1st, D, Kelly ; 2nd, H. M*Clus-
key.—Reading : 1st, M. Rodgers ; 2nd, M, White.—Catechism : Ist,
E. Eeppel; 2nd, M, Keppel.—Writing : 1st, M, White; 2ad, T.
Eelleher,

Crasg IIL—Bpelling : 1st, M. Flynn; 2nd, M. Hoare.~Geo-
graphy : 1st, M. Feynn; 2nd, C. Cranley—Qrammar : 1lst, B.
Whelan; 2nd, J. Cranliy.— Arithmetic : 1st, J. Cranley; 2nd, J.
Connor.—Reading : Ist, J. Long; 2nd, E. White.—Catechism : lat,
J. Peters; 2nd, M. Hoare.~—Writing : 1st, M, Hoare; 2nd, B.
Whelan.

CLAsR IV.—Bpelling : 1st, .G. M‘Cluskey ; 204, C. Cranley.—
Geograghy: Ist, T, O'Driscoll; 2nd, J. Roughan.—Grammar : lst,
T. O'Driscoll ; 2nd, J. Whelan,.—Arithmetic : 1st, J. Roughan ; 2nd,
M. Roughan,—Reading : C. Cranley ; 9nd, M, Airey.—Catechisra :
lst, W. Joyce; 2nd, M. Airey.

Crasg V.—Rpelling: 1st, O, Fitzgerald; 2nd, C. Kelly.—
Reading : 1st, C. Eelly ; 2nd, J. Plynn. —Arithmetic : 1st, J. O'Leary;
2nd, W, Drew.

CrLass VI—Bpelling: lst, P. O'Leery ; 2nd, C. Rodgers.—
Reading : 1st, M. Connors; 2nd, J, Airey.—Arithmetic: lst, J,
Airey ; 2nd, T, Roughan,

SPECIAL PROGRESS,—Attendance : M. Airey and T. Kelleher,
Good conduct : K. M‘Cluskey and J. Cummings.—Work : 1st, C.
Gregan ; 2nd, C. Cranley ; 3rd, A, Kelly ; 4th, J. O'Leary.—Arith-
metic (Mr Connot’s prize) : H, Hart.—Catechism : H. Hart,—Algebra
and Geometry : H. Hart.

. On the conclusion of the distribution of prizes, the Bishop de-
livered an address, which will be foznd in our leading columns, The
school was afterwards dismissed until January 15th,

CHRISTCHURCH.
———p———

A MEMOEABLY DAY,

MoRDAY the 8th inst. being the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
was chosen as the day on which the children of the required age in
the parish, should make their first communion.

Rev. Father Devor, Spiritual Director of the Sunday schools,
had been incessant in his endeavours to prepare the little ones for
this great act of their lives, and judging from the large number (130)
who were preseated on that morning his labours had not been in
Yam.

The Feast, though not one of obligation, was generally observed
a8 such by the people. There were three Masses during the day, and
berediction during the evening, At the children’s Mass, which took
place at 9.30 A.M., the Church was crowded, there being at least 600
boys and girls belonging to the schools, and more than twice as many
adults. The girls, (under the care of their devoted and self-sacrificing
teachers, the Bisters) wereall neatly attired, especially those approach-
ing Holy Communion, who wore white robes decked with wreaths
and veils. The boys, too, were in their holiday garb ; the privileged
ones wearing rosettes, white gloves and ties. Mass was celebrated
by the Bev. Faiher Devoy, the childicn singing suitable hymns, and
Professor Hughes accompanying on the graud organ,

After the Gospel the good priest who had already done so much
towards preparing these children, addressed them for the last time
previous to their receiving. The words ot his text wete, © Buffer the
little childien to come to me, and forbid them not, for of such is the
kingdom of beaven,” That be succeeded in interesting them with
the preference shown innocent little ones by our Lord when he made
uic of these words was most evident. The rev, Father recapitulated,
23 it were, his previous ipstructions to them ; and whilst not frighten-
ing or perplexing them in the least, he neverth:less forcibly impreased
upon their young minds the stupendous favour about to be hestowed
on them by Jesus Christ in giving Himself to them as their spiritual
food. He was evidently much affected himself, whilst discoursing on
the great love of God for mankind. His words had a remarkable
effect upon the whole congregation, many of whom were moved to
tears, That his words were thoroughly undersiood by the children was
evident from their sabsequent demeanour, Their devout attention dur-



