
Delisle, the learneddirector of the NationalLibrary, has thoughtifcnecessary to publishadissertation toprove thatitis absolutely falsethat the feudal nobility "ever systematically repelled the very
elementsofinstrrction."

The author commences by examining some important works,
composedatthis period, on the education of the nobles. What dothese works say ? that" the children of nobles haveneedof acquiring
extensive information, and that they should be familiarised withliteraturefrom their youth." (Vincentde Beauvaia.) That the sonsofnobles ought to have threemasters,— one to teach themysteries ofreligion;one "

skilled in science, and especially in the science ofgrammar, thathe may teach how tospeak Latin, toread,tohear, andtounderstand,which is veryexpedientfor the sons of kingsand of
great lords ;" the third, of noble race, and an experiencedknight,"thathe may teach themhow to behavethemselves and toconverseamong great and small, princes and prelates, knights, monks,and
ordinary people." (Gillesde Romme.)

Certainly this is a programme which might be acceptedin ourown days, by themost rigidpedagogue.
Butdo facts agree with theories ? M.Delisle has no doubt ofit. "The list would be very long," he says, "of the baroHS andnobles, who in the middle ages cultivated, with more or less bril-liancy, history, jurisprudence, and poetry. The multitude of re-markablepersons of those times

—
statesmen, warriors, ministerswho weredrawn from theranks of thenobility, is by itself enough tosettle the question.

However, as large crosses take the place of signatures indeedsof the eleventhand twelfthcenturies, ithas been concluded that thenobles couldnot write. This is a great error,easily refuted by thefollowing fact:Thecustom of placing a signature upondeeds,mis-sives,&c, didnot exist during most of themiddle ages;thusnotoneof St. Louis'snumerousletters is signed, and yet it is quitecertainthathe knew how to write!
The good lord of Joinville,Seneschalof Champagne, wroteverywell,as is provedby a curious document discoveredby M. Chazuad

(
keeperof the archives of theDepartment of the Allier.

Bertranddv Gue6clin, who has been represented as the mostilliterateof knights ;Talbot, Lahire, Dunois, and may others, did
notinany waydeserve the reputation for ignorance which theyhavegained. The custom of signing deeds is comparatively modern.Sovereigns only began topractice itin the time of Charles V.;andPhilippe de Mezierescomplainsbitterly of it,saying that a sovereign"

ought to address autograph letters only to bis relations, to thePope,and to foreign potentates." Itseems, then, that whatevermayhavebeen said or written, we must acknowledge the falsity of thefamous formula,"He declared thathe didnot know how to write,ashe wasa gentleman." Inthe Fifteenth Century, in Bretagne, the
notaires-passe,who,it would seem,must have known how to write,wereall of gentlebirth, and it was the sameinDauphine{LaRoqw
TraitS de lanoblesse,c. cxlviii.,edition of 1710).

M. Delisleunhesitatingly concludes, as M. de la BorderieandM.A. de Courson had previously done, " that the nobles in themiddle agesknew how towrite, and that— the learned section of theclergy not included, they werenot more ignorant than themembersof other classes of society." (La Borderie, Melanges dldstoireetdarche'ologie, 2. 60.)

SELF-CURE FOR INEBRIETY.

A person afflicted with a craving for alcoholic liquor, says the
Boston Traveller,can easily supply himself withthe remediesused atnearly all inebriate asylums, and be his own physician at his ownhome without the necessary expense and publicity of visiting anyreformatoryinstitution. His laboratory need contain only a smailquantity of cayenne pepper, apotofconcentrated extractof beef,aud afew grains of bromide of potassium. When the desire for alcoholicdrink recurs,make a tea from thecayennepepper, as strong as can betaken with any degree of comfort, sweeten it with milk and sugar,
and drink. This tea will supply the sameplace that a glass of liquor
would fill,and will leavenoinjurious effect behind. Repeateddailyas oftep a9the appetite returns,it willbe but a few days before thesufferer will have become digusted with the taste of the pepper, andwith the appearance of this disgust disappearsthe love of liquor. Thisfact is proven everyday. Theextract of beef is to be madeinto beeftea according to the directions on the pot,in quantities as may beneeded for the time being, and furnishes acheap, easilydigested andhealthy nutriment, itbeingmade, "to stay on the stomach," whenheavy articles of food would be rejected. The bromide of potassium
is to be used carefully, and only in case of extreme nervousness,thedose being from fifteen to twenty graits, dissolved in water. This isapublic exhibitof tbemethod of treatmentadoptedat the inebriateasylums. In addition thereto, the drinking man should surroundhimself with influences which tend tomake him forget the degrading
associations of the bar-room, and lift him upward. He shouldendeavour,so far ashis business vocations will permit, tosleep,bathe
and cat regularly,and obey tbe laws of health. By the adoption ofthis course, energetically and sincerely,noman who has the will toreform can fail to do so. Hundreds and thousands can attest thetrnth of these statements.

A correspondent of the Times who attempted to cross theRussian frontier without a passport, in the hope of witnessing thereception of the Emperor William at Alexandrovno,was immediately
sent back on to German territory by a scandalised gendarme. Thecorrespondent was unable to learn anything further than that the
two Emperors had met on the most affectionate terms,and from hisdescriptionit would seem that the Russian troopswho guarded theCzar weremost effusive in theirdemonstrations of affection forevery-thing German. He mentions a fact of considerableinterest

—
namely,that the German Kaiser had been preceded by a few days by theillustriousMoltke, whohad beenin secret conference with tbe Cjar

and his advisers.

WE take the following from the Appendix to the sixth volume ofMontalemberts "
Monks of the West ;" Authorised Translation,p._ Certain writersof the last century, and of thepresent one,havedesired tomake their readers believe(and their object may easily beguessed) that the medieval monks only instructed in their abbeys

children destinedto the religious life, and that thenobleclasses wereproud of remaining without any literary culture. His EminenceCardinal Pitra, inhis Bisvory of St.Leger, has proved thefalsity oftfiisview. He there makesitevident— l. That under the Prankishiiing Clotaire 11., St. Chlodulphe, who afterwards becameBishopofMetz,hadbeen brought up with St. Leger at the school for the greatvassals, and, "asbelonged to his rank, and according to tlie cus-tom of the sons of nobles,he is sent toschool and instructedinliberalstudies, tit par emt et vt nobilium filiis fieri solet, scholiatraditvr et libekalibus litteris docendus exhibetur"— (Tit SLeodeg., c.3, Act. SS.O.B.) 2. That St.Landebert,fromhis infancy'a,ftma fereatate, had been under the care of learnedmen andhistorians adtiros sapientes et storicos. (Vit. S. Land6 c 2 ibideCtS° v3iThat-Bt- Wand«"e (Vit., c. 2, ibid), in the characterofanoble, had received the noble education— that in whichmilitaryhistory and ancient literature were taught, and which was imbruedwith Christian principles,as well as with those of profane learningvnManbusgestis de antiquis discipline,qtjippe UTnobilissimhsnooihter edvcatvs, et crescentibvs sanctce vita morihus cvnctxsque
owundaitarwin rerwin disciplinis imfaitus, Bfc.These facts, moreover, are proved by every page of medievalhistory;andin our days the strongestevidencesof themhave beenaccumulated. Butas the absurd formula, "Being a gentleman heaidnot knowhow to sign his name,"is often repeated, evenin bis-tonesmeant for young people: we beg leave to do justiceupon ithere, first by pointing out the textsquoted byMabillon, Ziegelbauer
and their contemporaries, and then by appealing, as to the facts, totne opinion of themost competent modern writers.

A passage ofEckhardof St. Gall,brought tolight by DomPitrasnows that there werein the monasteries two kinds of schools— onefor children intended for the cloister Coblati);the other where thesons of nobles and princes came to study, exteriorem in quamagnatvm nobilivmque Überi fingebantw. (Brouwer, Antiquit,guldens.,p. 36.) Here is Eckhard's text, which shows veryclearly
the distinction that existed between the clerks sent by the bi«hopsand tbe young nobles intended to return to the world:

'"
After ashort time they are sent to the cloister school with theB.Notker,andtne other childien who follow themonastic rule traduntnr post brevetempus SCHOL2E CLAUBTM, cvvi B. JVotkero et cumcateri*, mona-CHiCi habitus yueris. Exteriores tero,id estcanonical, lsoni cumbaioinone etejvscomparibm." (Vit. S. Notkeri,c. 7.)

The nutriti,among whom were the sons of dukes, counts, andseigneurs hada free choice between a knightly careerin the worldand the Me of a monk in the cloister. Men of the highest meritwere tobe found inboth. Thus we have noreason tobe astonishedwith M. Charles de Remusat that the historians of the twelfthcentury relate how the young nobles left their paternalcastles incrowds, to go and liveinhutsbuilt of brancheson thebanks of theArjussou, whitherAbelardhad transported his school (see CornsonJJtst deltpeuples Bretons, vol. ii. p. 655.) No one will suppose,surely, that these young nobles gathered round a philosophic theo-logianweremen without literary culture. Knowing,however how
tenacious some historical falsehoods are in France, M. Leopold
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as also what he might have saidin reply,had time and opportunitybeengivenhim. His answer wasdestined tobe nippedin thebud;for, withhis usual ill-luck, just atihis momentthatunfortunateFredDonovanblunderedinupon the conversation, toask thedoctor what
be thought of "that glorious thing Miss Nevillehad just played."Perhaps,however,after all,nfither Mrs. Carew nor the doctor verymuch regTetted the interruption. For theformerhad said quiteasroucb as ehe intended, andcertainly the latterhadheardmore thansufficient forone night's reflections He soonafter took his leave,onthe excuse of the fatigue consequent on his journey;not, however,before he bad whispered toMrs. Carew that he should certainly call
nextmorning.

He was as good as bis word;for aboutnoonhe presentedhim-self, and with anunusual flush on his cheek andastrangelight inhiseye asked for Miss Neville. Again he was shown into the longdrawing-room, and again he and Maude had a conference,all tothemselves, but with a very different result from that of thedaybefore; for atiheend of half-an-hour thedoctor suddenly made hisappearance,with themost radiant countenancepossible,in the roomwhere Mrs.Carew and Fanny weresittingand,marching straight upto the former, shook bothher lands,and kissedboth her cheeks, andcalled her "mother." His entrance was the signal for Fanny tovanish,and inamoment she was by her cousin's sidein the drawing-room. Shehadcome preparedtoask amomentousquestion,but shehad no need to ask it. Something she saw at a first glance wasanswer sufficient to it at once,for ononeof the fingersof Maude'spretty white hand gleamed the diamond ring thatRichardO'Mearapadalways worn inmemoryof his mother.
One fine summer morning, in the year of grace 1871,a verypimple wedding took placein Ballycross. Homely were the festivi-ties,unostentatious the toilettes, and the bridegroom by no meanseither handsome, rich, or young. And yet, as the blushing bride,leaningon the arm of her happy husband, steppedfrom the. porch ofthe little church upon the pathway strewn with flowers, a goldenradiance brightened the scene as the angels behelditandblessed it.Orod himself was that day binding together and blessing till deathtwo faithful and loving Catholichearts in thatunionunclouded andperfect— a truly Catholicmarriage.

[the end.]
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