
Iremember Cardinal Manning once saying that he kept his eyeon the reports of police cases, morning by morning, and that everyIrishname which figured theic gavehim a"pang of pain. Of eoiuse
that pain isalleviated whenhis Eminence can make the presence ofany of his wandeiing flock in the prisoner's dock the occasion of
their restoration toChn-tiau virtue, a>> was probably the case at theMiddlesex assizes the other clay. A more touching and a more
apostolic sight has not been witnessed for mail? a day than that
■which picsented lUell when the Cardinal drove down to the Couit to
claim as one of his spintual childien a poor woman whom the juiyhad found guilty of a trivial theft, but whom Sergeant Cox was
unwilling, in face of the excellent testimonies £*i\en to her in the
past by various employers, to send back to prison! Iv his difficultyhe sent Cardinal Manning a letter, which the Prelate surprisedhim
by replying to in poison. His Eminence airauged for the woman's
removal to M c Home at Fmehley, and possibly thus rescued n soulthat mi-ht otherwise have been lost. This is a shepherd,indeed, who

io\\» his sheepand is known by them.—" Catholic Times" (Liver-
HOC),

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
Melbourne, 14th October, 1879._ There has been a lull in the education-cum-religious question.

Major Smithhas sent Bishop Moorhouse an official letter inreply tohis communications on the subject of religious instruction in Stateschools. " The Minister of Education points out thatthe adoption
of theproposals submittedby the Bishop wouldnecessitate anamend-
ment of the Education Act. This is a course which the Minister isnot prepaied torecommend. So far, however, as the Minister is ablewithin the provisions of the Act to offer facilities for imparting

Religious instructionhe is anxious to do so." This of course is all.-oonshine, andleaves the questionexactly whereit was.Ithas been officially announced thatthe Minister of Educationhas decided thatMr. J. H.Derrick, the State school teacher of whosesuspensionIwrote to youlately, shall be cautioned andreinstated.The Minister heldbis hand for a time at the instance of the fiiendsof Mr. Derrick,who weredesirous that a publicmeetingshould firstbe heldin the district. At this meetingaresolution wasunanimously
carried in favour of the teacher, and the following resolution was
carried condemnatory of the clergyman :— "

That this meeting viewswith unfeigned regret the conduct of the Eev. C. T. Perks inmakingcharges against the reputation of Mr. Derrick, alleged to be baseduponcurrent rumoursand children's statements."Ina letter in this morning's Argusheaded
"

The Clergy v. theSchoolmasters," Dean Macartney writes :—":
— "It is certainly not on

account of his indifference to the training of the children in hisparish that the vials of wrath have been poured on theheadof Mr.Perks, andhe seems to stand as a beacon to warn the toozealousclergymen, perhaps to warn a too zealous bishop, that there arebreakers ahead."
Thetariff has been passed, and the estimates are being slowlypushed through. The third reading of theReform Bill will be on fordiscussion next week, when weshallno doubt haveplenty of excite-ment. Mr. Berry, who is much better, will be able toresumehisparliamentary duties to-monow.A deputationof miners on strike, from Sandhurst, waited on MrLrcorge Lansell, one of thelargest mine owners here, on the subject

of thereduction of their wages. Inthe course of Mr. Lanseh's replyhegave somehardknocks to the Government. He said :"'Thenextthing can be easily remedied, andIhope it will soon be done, andthat is tor theminers toinsist that themiserable so-calledgovernment
inregard tomining be at once seen to. Iavoidpolitics as a rule, asIthink by working the large venturesIdo Isufficiently fulfil myduties as an average colonist. What is wanted is for the minersto demand some sort of economy in the governing of thesmallhandfulof people inVictoria. Just fancy our Bourke street 'firm'taxing our engines, tools, and appliances,to foolaway in such thingsas cutting down the Nelson, building an exhibition that will be adeadloss to the colony, and spending £5,000 more on that absurd
journey to England. Ifthese expenses were paid out of surplus itwould, inmy opinion, be very bad, but to be done with money
extractedmostly from the workingclasses by making them pay extrator their boots, shoes, and other necessaries, seems to me ridiculousinthe highest degree. Equally absurdis it to pay oiu three membersof Parliament £18 per week."
Ihave heard some good yarns about one of our State schoolteachers which mayinterest your readers. The children and a numberof their parents were assembled to take part in the distribution ofprizes. The teacher commanded silence;this order notbeing imme-diately complied with, he held up apinand saidhe would not com-menceuntil they couldhear itdrop. This producedthe desiredeffect,andamidst breathless silence he asked.

"
Now have you heard the

pin drop ?
"' "

Please Idid," said a ready little urchin. "
That's alie, Tommy," says Mr. Schoolmaster;and with thathe shows to theastonished audience thepin which he still held in bis hand. But it

wasnot long after when Tommy hadhis revengeandit happened inthis wise. The Inspector was expected on a certain day and theteacher, wishing to have a largeattendance promised theboys if theymustered in great force he would show them something that theynever baw before ana would never see again. The boys havingfulfilled their part of the engagement reminded Mr. Schoolmaster othis promise when he pioduced anut from his pocket, cracked it,andshowed them the kernel. "Now boys younever baw thatbefore, and"(putting itinhis mouth.) "you willnever bee it aaain." But, alasfor human resolution! thcnutpioved more than ho could swallow.Beingunsound andunsavoury he spat it out, when Tommy spying
itciies out, "That's a lie, sir, for Ibee iton the floor."Another story told me of this schoolmasterIhardly like to
repeat it is so mol'ane. 1 will, however, tell it as a specimenofsecular teaching. He, oneday, askedhis pupils whyhe was like Jesus
Chnst. On their giving up the riddle he said, because "Ilike littlechildren tocome untome."

As an illustrationof the Government by mob rule the leprievcof tbcmuideicr Lawienee, is an excellent example. Some monthsago this man shot his suporioi officer, Mr. Fmlnyson, the Secretary
for Railways. For this offencehe -\\as tried, convicted,and sentenced
to be hanged. The jury, however, having recommended him tomercy, on the cxtrnoniinaiy pica that he was in a.state ot irritability
when he committed the offence, the matter was duly referred to theExecutive,which after serious consideiation upheld the decision ofthe court. An agitation sprung up at once in the press, atpublic
meetings, and eveninpailisuncnt. The object of all tl<is agitation
vas to insist that the sentence should not be cairicd out on the plea

10 Lawience's supposed insanity ;that pleahadbeenthcgioundwoik
pif his defence at the trial and had signally failed. The medicalevidence as usual was pretty evenly divided;some do< torsdeclaring
he was mad and others thathe wasnot mad. There\sccmsno donbt
on the point that there wasinsanity in his family and still less doubtthat by drinking he had increased whatever tendency he. had that
way. However, the Executive in order to please themob, or letussay themajority, hadanother sitting and (1suppose after grave con-
demtion), commuted the sentence to imprisonment for life.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
OUR MELBOURNE LETTER.

Friday, October 24,1879.
Itwould appearthatnow-a-days, nomatterhow diabolical andcruel anoffencemaybe, the perpietatorgets agreat deal ofsympathy.

During the afternoon thepapers say that Lawrence was visited by
several friends and the Sheriff (Colonel Rede), allof whomcongratu-
latedhim on thecommutation of his sentence. Youwould fancy thatinstead of shootingpoor Finlayson he had shotdown Ned Kelly, thenotoriousbushranger, and deserved the thanks of the community.In Sydney, the other day, three young scoundrels convicted of aheinous crime were justly sentenced to be hanged, and the mobabsolutely marched to GovernmentHouse andsucceeded inupsetting
the sentenceby intimidation.

The first grand cricket match of the seasoD, between the Inter-colonial teamand sixteen of the Colts, was to have been played onSaturday, but the rain interfered. There is some talk of anotherAustralian elevenbeing formednext month. The followingare thenames of the team:— Bannerman (2), Evans, Murdoch, SpoflEorth,Massie, Garrett,N.S.W.; andBoyle, Alexander,Blackham,Palmer,J.,Percy, Macdonnell, or Slight, Victoria.

EDUCATION BY THE STATE.

(From theManaivatuTimes.)
We know of no single subject so difficult either to write or legislateuponas education ; requiring asitdoes the watchfulcare to preventprivate feelings influencing utterances which are supposed to bg
alone for the public good. A few weeks ago we published in our
correspondencecolumn a letter from Mr. Bruce uponthe samesub-
ject, and to those to whom the gentleman is personally known, anyutteranceor expressionof opinion— but particularly onsuch a gravesubject— wouldbe sure to cany great weight. He is sohighly anduniversally esteemed, and his thorough conscientiousness so well-known, thatno one who read his letter would think otherwise thanthathis only reason in appearing in print was the earnest desire toseeamost momentous question immediately and permanently dealtwith. We agree withhim that education without religious teaching
is worse thanuseless— itis positively dangerous— and we lately cameacross a most unexpected witness in the person of the patriarchalVictor Hugo, whosays in one of his works—" Those parentsshouldbe brought before the tribunals whosent their children toschools overwhich is written— 'no religion taught here.'" But while we soreadily agree withMr. Bruce as to what is required,the manner inwhichitis tobe achieved is not so easily agreed upon. There areseveral clauses in the Education Act of such anature as to precludeany conscientious Catholic from taking employmentunder the Edu-cation Board. The advocates of Bible reading in the schools, wehaveno doubt, arc actuated with the most laudable intentions in
urging its introduction, and gentlemen with liberal views like Mr.Bruce, would do so with a conscience clause— that is, if we under-stand aright, a certain time would be set apart for Biblical instruc-tion, during which, however, the children of parents so objectingwouldnot be asked toattend. This certainly wouldbe a way out ofthe difficulty as far as one section of the community was concerned;buthow about the other ? We have now State schools with com-pulsory education, which makes it incumbent upon persons of alldenominations to send their children, under pain of the compulsoryclause beingput into execution. Well, religious instruction wouldbe provided for one section, and those children belonging to theother would be allowed to grow up without any religious training.
Certainly the courseproposed under the conscience clause would be
amitigationof the evil;but the State shouldhave no half measures,and where all are taxed equally alike, the benefits to be bestowedshould be the same. The difficulty is a weighty one, and it isintensified in the country districts, for we think that in large centres,such as Dunedin. Wellington, Christchurch, Auckland, &c, wheretheCatholic body is sufficiently numerous to fill large schools withtheir owndenomination, they could fairly command assistance fromthe State. We know the really heavy sacrifices which they havebeenmaking inall those cities ior conscience sake,and while we see
no reason, why they should not receive a proportion, of the ratesequalper head to the population, we confess that indistricts such asthis we fail to see how the difficulty can be obviated. Without the
conscience clause, reading the Bible in a State school shouldhaveour mostuncompiomising opposition,for as parents are compelledbylaw to send their children, such a step would he nothing more norless than anattempt to proselytise by Act of Parliament. All whohave the real woithof the rising generation atheart agree withMr.Gladstone, "that every system that puts religious education in theback-ground is a pernicioussystem," butunfortunately the solving ofof the problemis a matter yet- to come.

The Veiy Rev. Canon Quinn, V.G., and lately P.P. of Atby, Go.kiklare,has succeeded the Most Rev. Dr. M'Cabe, Archbishop of.Dublin, in the parishof Kingstown, Co.Dublin.
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