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 SECULARISM IN ITALY.

——
(From Archbishop Vaughan's late Pastoral LeHer)

IN no country in the world has liberalism in religion found such
extravagant admirers asin [taly nnder the new Pégime.  'Ihe reaction
from the influence of the Uathalic Chureh has been intensified by the
very presence of the Papacy. The once constant and ceaseless effort
of Italian libernlism has been, since the iloly Father has heen
despoiled of his dominions, and since infidelity has held the reins of
government, to monopolize the education of the Italian people, and to
withdraw them from the salutary jnfluence of the Catholic Church,
Becolarist eduecation—* istruzione laioa’—ns it is called, became the
watch-word of the new regencration, The grand aim was to starve
Catholivity out of tho hearts of the people. .\ cortain *#fica cicily)
or civil ethic was introdnced to supersede religion, and the Italinn
world was to arise from bondage and to tejoice in its newly-acqnired
freedom,

What has been the vesult in Ttaly of sceularist cducation and
public schools ? It confirms the terrible lesson whiol has been tangbt us
by Amerieca, and confirms it with fearful emphasis. ['rofessor Lom-
brosi, in his criminal statistics just published. says that in France,
from 1873 to 1875, crime varied from 153 5o 150 for every thousand
inhabitants. In Austria, duling the same tricnmivm, it varied foo
every thousand inhabitants from 143 to 1-86 : whilst in Italy it varied
from 2:82 to 292, Since secularist education hus spread in Italy
crime has been inereasing with extiaovdinaly rapidity, tou great to
be accounted for by increase of population or by political disturbaners,
From the years 1850 to 1858 the grave crimes represent an annual
average of G4{}; from 1860 to 1868, an anuval aver accof 718, Fiom
1800 to 1859 the erimes puaished by labour on the roads for hie were
976G ; from 1860 to 1869 they rise to 1601 ; so that in grave ciime
there is an inereage which i< represented by 21+, and in those punisb-
able with hard labour for life an increase of 60-,

The longer socularist education has bad time to prove its aptitade
for rearing a criminal class so much the more do the plisols swarm
with rufians, and does society itself tremble for its safetv. At Turin
the number « f criminals in 1875 was 4194 ; in 1877, + ;and 1878,
5038,  Naples, in 1878, had an increase of 1718 criminnls on the pre-
ceding year, At Genoa, durng the short triennium of 1876-77-78,
the criminals increased from 7740 to 9331, And soof otiber principal
cities of the Ttalinn Peninsula, Crime whicl is spreial to barbarous
countries has equally increased with those whick are special to
civilized ones. In Turin rape increased threofold at the ralio of £1om
4 to 14 ; swindling from 15 to 87 ; torgeries from 23 to 35, bankrupt-
cies from 6 to 27, In Milan public frands have multiplied from 550
to 1019, homicides from 14 to 21. In Como defraudations of the
Customs in 1876 werie 240, in 1877 they increased to 373, and in 1873,
to 62). In Genea the crime of rebellion increased from 183 to 502,
and robberics from 1087 to 1518, In Venice the vebberies of the
eleven months of 1878 surpassed those of the whole year of 1877 by
45, tiots and homicides by 40, and crimes against poblic travquility
by 288,
hy 32, In Brescia, 1878 surpas ed 1877 in ciime by 36 rebellions
against the publie force, 71 involuntary bomicides, 174 crimes avninst
public honesty, 291 voluntary woundings, and 583 robberies, At
Rologna there were 981 crimes against property, 200 woundings. and
793 criminals who hiad disturbed the public peace.

It is mot swiprising that the anti-Catholic Press in Italy is |

beginning to expiess, with unmistahable energey, the growmy feeling
in the peniusula, regarding the public schools, | Italians arc beoinming
to open their eyes to the terrihle futmie that is in stoie for them  The
Roman Opivivar, one of the lcading journals on the anti-Catholie
side in May (24th), of the current year, tonching upon the reckless
wichedness of those who cast bursting Lombshells amidst the inaffen-
sive oitizens of Florence some short time back, says . “ What was
done in Florcuce ought to be attentively studied by all those who
believe that the problem of popular instruction has not been yet
entizely solved.  We are not among those who reject that instruction
as injurious, but 1t is ceitain that, according as it is at picsent
imparted, if on the one hand it ic wscinl, on the other it is crontive of
setious dangers, The majority of the eriminals of Florence are the
very ones who bave 1eccived 1hat degiee of clementary instiuetion,
wineh by degrees is being rendered general amidst the people and the
Yabouring classes, 1t has alrendy Leen ohserved that that meagme
secd of instruetion, spread amongst the people, produces frait very
different from that which was expected,  In place ol a consciousness
of personal daties, of ohedience to kaw, mul of inciease of public
moality, we bave an cxnsverated iden of per-onal 1ights, an
umneasued pride, and in consequence reboellion acainst every law of
civil society.  Tins, arcording to our opinion, proves nothing against
poylar instroetion in general, bot proves muel: agninst onr methad
of diffusing it.  We bave placed as the basisof our piimary sehools as
meagre a literary and seientific instruction as ean he mivon s the moral
education of souls is nothing more than an aceessory patt. Now the
very reverse of this onght to be done: the foundation of ~eLaols,
ad above all of a sehool for the people. should be moral education,
and oniy after this literary instruction should be aiven. We Lave
said this every time the peace of oy conniry has bren distiebed by
mad aud lamentable artempts, And this we 1epent alwo now on
=occasion of these trials at Florence, The question s one wineh ig
worthy of the attention of stalesmen, [t i vely well that the mate-
rial interests of the people should he looked to. but to forget v to
negleet moral interests 1s to prepare the way for an uely fotore”
The Gazzetta di Genera, another orpan of the ~ame school, torrified by
the same statystics, begins to open its cyes t 3 the blunder of separating
secnlarinstinetion fromeligious training in populareducation, ©Whas
15 the use ot spending millions m public instruetion if oluca-
tion i3 to he conducted in an  inverse order! \We
what is the Mini~ter of Publie Instruction domzr with
coliorts of central and provineinl proreediteri, with hiy nspeetors,
delegates, and seholastic couneils, if morahty decvenses 1 exact pro-
portion to the increase of his bureavcracy ! ™ The hormble inerease

At Trani crimes aganst property fnereased 242, homreides

ask |
his i

‘
| of erime which holds up Italy regenerated by liberalism,” says a

leading Christian vrgan, “1o the contempt of every civilized nation,
ad the conspiracics of a rabble thirsting for blood and hooty, which
liberalism, withits schools without God has formed iu the bosom of our
cties have eaused the most intelligenl mnong liberals to ery out
st divoreing instruetion from religious edneation ; and both by
fengue aud by pen 1o make those Very same protests which Catholics
Ll already ‘made when they declared that it was neeessarv that
1elgion should be made the foundation of the education of the people
and of the youth of our country,” ,

P ——————

DEATH OF THE REV, J. GRANGE.

e
(From the Auckland Fyveman's Jowrnaly
It is with regret we have to anneunce the sad hews og Father
Grange's death,  For the last 18 years he had laboured in the cuuse
of religion in this diccese, and during thag time, bad many hair-
breadth eseapes in the woods and in crossing the rivers of the Bast
Coast, which for many years had been committed to his care. Tt is
well-known that duting the Hanhan tising he and the Protestant
minister of the distriet, the Bev, Mr. Volkner were made prisoners,
The minister was hanged from a tree and the same fate was deereed
for Father Grange,  IHowoever, some of the ehicefs used their influcnee
uften to the 1isk of their owu lives to have the sentence deferted.
Day after day Father Grange was bronght before the meeting, his
sentenee passed end yot he eseaped.  The sufferings he underwent
during the time be was in the bands of the Hau-haus gave his mind
. ashock hom whieh be never completely recovered. He was thos a
sufferer in many ways this luse vears, He was born and educated in
the neighboihood of Lyons, and there joined a religions order of
- teachers called the Cleries of Ht, Vietor, He was for some Years
president of a college at Rochetaille in the suburbs of the city of
Lyons. His wnobtrusive, quiet, gentlo ways had secured for him
many friends who will mounrn hisloss.  Masses were said at 8t. Pat-
rick’s Cathedrnl on Toesday morning at an early hour, for the repose
of the sonl of the late Father Giange, A solemmn requiem mass was
subseruently said in the forenoon with the same object. The Very
r Reverend Pather Fynes acted as celebrant 1 the Rev. Father Walter
| McDonald, deacen, and Father O'Dwyer. sub-deacon, There were
; also present in the sanctunary, Father O'Hara (Otahunhu), Father
- I'aul (Obehunga), and Father Riordan (Panmuie).  The Cathedral
was crowded on the cceasion, and numbers joined the procession s
wended its way to the cometery, The Sisteis of Merey beautifully
draped the chureh in mourning, At the fuoeral obsequies at the
cemetery. the whole of the above-named cleigymen were present,
The young lady boarders of Bt. Mary’s Convent school, Ponsouby, as
well as the orphan elnidren of said institution were, nmonget others,
present.  Reguieseat in pace.

EVIDENCE=S O GOOD WILL, AMONG
NON-CATHOLICH,
| ———
TN those days, when Protestantism, which althongh young i com-
prwison with the Chureh, i= disintegrating, and many of its members
are Tosing all taith in a revealed religion and becoming rank infidels,
it is consoling to see so many taking refuge in the barque of 8t, Peter,
and many othels, almost mconscionsly, drifting towards it.  This is
well,  The mndein Piotestant seets have neariy run their course, and
the confliet will soon Lie exclugively butween the Clurel on the one
hand and Matcrialism and Infidelity on the other, Tt gladdens one,
therefore, to sce that not only in England but in this country the
purest 1n miml and deepest in thoaght among Protestants, and ospe-
- clally amony Bpi-copalians, are one by one taking up the Catholie
usages discardaed by the so-called Reformers of the 16th century, We
already see auricular confession, devetion to the Blessed Yirgin and
the Baints, and the Catholic ritual adopted. Were it not that we
tope their good faith or purity of intention saves them fiom sin in
their empty mimiery of the Holy Baciifice of the Mass, we ecould
deprecate most heartily what scems almost sacriligous to o Catholie ;
but with regard to devotion to the Rlussed Virgin and the Saints, in-
voking their intercession for light, theic can he no misgiving ; noth-
ing but what is good ¢can come out of it, These thoughts, consequent
upon what we bear of the ritualists bath in England and in this coun-
try, have bueen suggested by an account of a memorial window letely
placed in an Episcopal ehurch in Houghton, Mich,, which we rend of
1 o secular paper which has kindly been sent to us, It is a triplet
i window, consisting of three equal lancets and threa t efoils, the contre
lancet 1epresenting the Blessed Virgin Learing in her arms the Infant
Saviour.  * Both the figures and the faces in this group,” says the
newspaper accounit, are of exquiste workmanship and of great
artistic merit, and will bear close inspection, The group is surronnded
by a nimbus, and the head of cach figure by a halo, that about the
Head of the Child being cruciform, as is customary in ancient paint.
ings. This laueet is inseribed ab the bottom with the anecient legen:d
on the tomba in the Catacombs, © Kequicseant in pace, applying of
coutse to those for whom the memorial was erecterd, 4 mothier and son
who had been members of the parvish, eunctas heereves sola in universo
mndo is o familine praise of OQur Blessed Lady ; let us hope that
through her intercession the ranks of the Chuteh will soon be swelled
with those throaghout her pale, and especiaily those whe evinee spme
filial 1egaid tor the Mother of the Redeemer.— Adre Waria,

A German Prolestant jowrnal says the Churek is more and more
taking yoot in the northern part of the grand duchy of Oldenburg,
. O late the Catholies of the cty of Okleuburg bave built a church

which is quite an ornament to the town. At Delmenhorst, also, a
chapel bas been buitt, and the poor people of the place have sub-
- senibed an annnal contribution of 112 dollars toward the interest of

the Luilding capital,  Sumilar works e gomg ou in other parts of
. North Germany, in Hanover, Beklovwig, Mecklenburg, ete,



