
"
Andyet Mr. Macraeis suspendedI What then becomes of theright of private judgment?"If it be argued that Mr. Macrae is free toexercisehis private

judgment, providedhe agrees with the
'

Standardsof the Church,'I
ask in whatdoeshis right differ from mine, who also am freetouse
my private jugdment providedIagree with the « Standards of theChurch.'"The principle is exactly the same, the only difference being
that in Mr. Macrae's casehe must,under pain of being treatedas aheretic,agree with theinterpretationof certainPresbyterianministers
who compiled a Confession of Faith in the seventeenth century,
whereasImust agree with the interpretation which has alwaysbeenheld,andis heldby HolyMother Church."There is notanargumentusedby the prosecutorsof Mr.Macrae
indefence of their proceeding againsthim which cannotbeemployed
witha thousand times more force to justify the Catholic Churchin
hercondemnation of Luther, Cranmer, and Knox, whosememories
these same prosecutors holdin veneration.

"Luther set himself against the authority of the Universal
Church, and he was a hero. David Macrae set himself against the
authority of the Westminster Confession, and he is aheretic. Was
Inot right inheadingthis letter 'ProtestantInconsistency ?'

"

'■Mr. Macrae reads his Bible for himself, so did they. He
interpretsit for himself, so did they. Hisinterpretationdiffers from
the received interpretationof the time, so did theirs. He is judgedby
the Standards of the Church, so were they. Judged by theseStandards, he is condemned, so were they. The only difference is
thatin one case the Standards are the Westminster Confession of
Faith, and in the other the doctrine of theUniversal Church.

REVIVAL OF THE CORPUS CHRISTI PROCES-
SION.

... _ Rome, June 25th.mount Etnais a most disastrous neighbour to thepeoplewholive
in its vicinity. Although they are frequently driven from theirhomes ty eruptions,their cities being wholly destroyed, as soonasthe danger is past, andevenbefore the lavais cool, they returnto thesame spots nnd begin again to rebuild their cities and toparcel outtheir landsonce more. Scarcely has the late eruption ceased to bedangerous Ihanthemisery of the people on the slopes of Etna isgreatly increasedby anearthquake. The particularsof this disasterare furnishedby a Dr. Vigo, who writes from Acireale, on the coastof Sicily andon the lower slopesof Etna. He paints the picture inthe darkestcolors. "

Poor district of Acireale,"he writes, "uponitslands the lava still smokes and the corpses of [the massacred of]Calatabianoarestill warm!"'
On the17th June, a few minutes after 8 in the morning, thisdistrict wasstricken by another sadder and more terrible disaster.An earthquake, which shook the land in every direction, broughtdeath to several of the citizens, overthrew hundreds of houses,seriously damagedanextended tract of country,beautiful initsculti-vation andrich initsproductions,and produced fear and terror inthehearts of the people.
The terribleshock wa9 keenly felt from Linguaglossa as far asCatania, a distanceof twenty miles as the crow flies. The sceneofdestructionanddeathoccurred over a space of five miles in lengthandoverone inbreadth. The spectacle presented along the surfaceof this tongueof land, lying between the eastern part of Etna andthe sea, is indescribable;and the damage is incalculable. Eightpopulous villages— Pisano, Bongiardo, San Michele, Santa Venerina,Linera snperwre,Linera inferiore, Guardia, and Santa Tecla— werecomprisedin this frightful disaster. Inthe cityof Acireale, althoughnodamage is recorded, the earthquake was sensibly felt. Whatterror strikestheminds of people at such moments may be moreeasilyimagined than described, but no imagination can surpass thereality. The schools and public offices were closed; the peoplepouredforth like ariver into the streetsand thepiazzas,and gathered

ingroups, talking of the sensations they felt, and the fears they
nounshed.

In thepublic square stood the Senator Trombetto,holding inhishanda sheetof paper w hich he gave tobe read to those who askedit. Itwas a telegram relating the disasters which had occurred.Many were afraid to look at it, and several of those who readhesi-tated to repeat its contents to their neighbours, especially to thosewhocame from the district where the earthquake occurred. Thattelegram told of the destruction of humanlife, of the groans of thedying, of the cries of the wounded, and the fright of the survivors,andof the grief of those whosehouses and property weredestroyed.
A slight shock of earthquake on the evening of the 16th first

warned the inhabitantsof their danger. They watched all thenight,keeping their houses open that they might escapeat a moment'snotice, and not going to bed. When morning came they left theirhomesand went into the fields. Twelve hours after the first shockcamea second andstronger one,and this didall themischief. Fourlarge churches were thrown down;an extraordinary number of
country residences, and many houses— their number is notyetknownfell to the ground,burying beneath their ruins several persons whohad neglected to escape. Ten or twelve were killed, and manyseverely wounded. One large village, Bongiardo,is wholly destroyedandis now only aheap of ruins. In other parts houses have dis-appeared, andthose which remain are tottering, brokenanddamaged
to such a degree that they are quite uninhabitable. The ground" isfull of crevices or openings ;the boundary walls of fieldsandgardens
havebeen carried away from their places, and in some instancesnotracesof the foundations are left. The earthquake was preceded bya frightful hurricane accompaniedby lightning. The sky becameobscuiedby a cloud of ashes or dust;a strangeand deafeningsound,frightful to listen to, was heard in the air ;and, in a few seconds,treesandhouses seemed torise up into the air and then sink down
again and disappear,or twist andbreak ina wild way. In fact, thephenomena attending this earthquakeare peculiar as its effects aresaddening. Hundredsof families are left without house or home;
landmarks aredestroyed, andthe misery of the inhabitantsisgeneral.The authorities in theneighbourhood aremaking everyefforttoassistthe sufferers, and subscriptions are being taken up all over the
country.

—
Pilot.

Recently a countryman named Henegan was lucky enough to
come across quite a heap of old silver coin. Some thirty or forty
yards off the shore of Ballysokcery there is a small island— anancient
burial ground— called "King's Island," accessible on foot at low
■water. The manand his child were engaged in collecting seaweed
on theIsland, and under thebank, quite close tosome of the graves,
they saw somecoin. On further search being made, an oldbox wasfound, morr than a foot square, quite full, about twostone weight.
The coin are very thin and of various sizes, from a floiin to a three-
penny-piece. The insciiption is legible on someof them, and dates
of the 11th and 12th centuries appear. The words "David Rex
Scotorum"can be read on some of them, and themonarch's head,
with longhair andcrown.

Over and above the consoling fact that the dead Prince went toConfession andCommunion before starting for Zululand, and that
his life had alwaysbeen a clean and honest one, it is a pleasure to
be able torecord that themotive of his joining in the campaignwas
notmilitary or political ambition, but merely a desire to do some-
thing, lest idleness should lead to mischief. The temptations of a
gay life in London were thrusting themselves on him, and it was
mainly to givethem the slip and to turn his back on them thathe
went to Zululand. That being so, there is something surely of
martyrdom about the tragic death he met by that dark ravine so
many thousands of miles from those who loved him most.

—
CatholicTimes,

The festival of Corpus Christi was celebrated this year in Athenry
withunusual pomp, a processionhavingbeenorganized,duringwhich
the shopsin the town wereclosed. Beforethebenediction hadbeen
given, the Very Rev. Father O'Brien, P.P., delivered an eloquent
sermon, from the reportof whichin the Tuam Herald we take the
following passages :— This is not the time to point with triumphant
finger to theadmirably constructed convents, the capacious colleges,
the costly churches, which, withinthis verycongregationhavesprung
up with a magio rapidity amongst us, and, like so many brilliant
stars in thatblue firmament, nowstud the fair face of Ireland from
shore to shore. But thoughImaynot stay to boast of them,Imay
justly takepride in telling you that, as far asIknow, it was in this
diocese the splendidsolemnity of Corpus Christi with its procession
wasrevivedafter a suspensionof nigh three centuries from the causes
whichIhave so very feebly attempted to enumerate. Yes, it was
indeed duringmy own time in the College ofSt. Jarlath, that, despite
all the appealingmenaces of fining and imprisoning laws wherewith
they were threatened, the archbishop,withhis clergy and the faithful
people,disregarding every menace, had a public procession of the
Blessed Sacrament onCorpus Christi, around the spacious circuit of
the cathedral grounds. Since then,nowsome five-and-twenty years
ago, not only has the Corpus Ghiisti procession been continuned on
each rcciuring anniversary in Tuam, but it has been initiated andcontinued, in and around the churches of every respectable town
in the diocese. Well, feeling that Athenry ought not to be, and
actually is not, second toany parishin the county, or,Imay say,in
the province,either in the chaste decoration of her church or in the
religious spiritof her people, my good co-operator and myself had
concluded thatthe time had fully come when she should no longer
lagbehind— when she should advance to the fore-front, andcelebrate
this festival by the littlebeginning ofa Corpus Christi processionsuch
as youhave witnessed withdelightedhearts, to-day,
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THE EARTHQUAKE IN SICILY. "PROTESTANT INCONSISTENCY."

The Eev. Dr. Glairy, Catholic clergyman, Motherwell, had thefollowing letter in the GlasgowHerald :—: —"
Itis the fundamental principleof Protestantismthat eachmanhas the right to read the Bible for himself and to form his own

judgment of its meaning. The true Protestant is not only allowed
but is bound to exercisehis own judgment asto the interpretationof
the statements of Scripture, looking for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, who is the infallibleteacher of all true believers,and whoit
promised toguide them to all truth." The Church of Rome,on the other hand, holds that

'
inmatters

of faith andmorals nooneconfiding in hisown judgmentshall dare
to wrest the sacred Scriptures to his ownsenseof them, contrary to
that whichhath beenheld, and still ts held, by Holy Mother Church,
whose right itis to judge of the true meaning and interpretation of
HolyWrit.'"Isee that sentenceof suspension hasbeen pronouncedagainst
theU.P. minister of Gourock by his brethem of the Gourock Presby-
tery. Now, had Mr. Macrae the privilege of being a CatholicI
shouldbe atno loss to understand thereasonsof his suspension. He
has wrested the Sacred Scriptures tohis own senseof themcontrary
to thatwhichhas been held,and is still held, byHoly Mother Church.
Butas Mr. Macrae is unfortunately not a Catholic butagenuinaProtestant,Iconfess Iam altogetherat a losshow toaccount for the
proceedings which havebeen takenagainst him."Like a true Protestant Mr. Macrae has read his Bible for
himself ;surely nooneblames him for that. Like a true Protestant
he forms his own opinion concerning the sense of certain passages
thereof. Still in his character of true Protestant Mr. Macraedis-
regards the opinionsof most of his ownconcerning them. True, his
opinions differ onsome points from those held by Dr. Huttonand
others of his rev.brethren;but like a trueProtestanthe sticks to his
ownopinions. He doesnotlose his right of private judgmentbecause
he differs from Dr.Hutton or any number of Dr. Huttons.
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