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in which thepublic schools' system wasin force hada populationof
2,666,000, andoutof themonly 8543 could neither read nor write.
The States where the private schools existed had a populationof
3,000,000, out of whom 262.000 were wholly illiterate. This,it waa
claimed,was a triumphot knowledge overignorance, and was taken
to show the light thatpublic schools bring to the intelligence. But
turn tostatisticsof anotherkind. The States that adoptedthepublic
schools' .-ystemhad2459 criminals in prisen, while those States that
adopted the other systemhad only 471. Thus the former had one
native-born inhabitantout of every1084 in gaol, while thelatterhad
only oneout of every 6670. Then thepublic schools' Stateshadone
suicide per annum to every 13,000, and the other States had
only one suicide per annum to every 56,000. The former had
one per annum who died of the effects of criminal lust to
every 84,000; and the latter only one per annum to every
128,000. The public schools' States had one insane person to
every 800 ;and the denominationalStates one to every 1280. Tak-
ing all the States together,notone of themapproachedMassachusetts
as abreeder of criminalclasses, although thatStatehad far andaway
developedthe public schools system to the greatest degree. The
Alta California, oneof the leadingAmericannewspapers,said thatwe
must look for the cause ofthe general rowdyism,idleness,andvicious-nessof therising generationnowherebut to thetraining it hadbeen
receiving. Theprisonreportsof America stated that all the young
criminals canreadand write."

are afraid, after all, it will turn out that human
nature is pretty much the same thing throughout
thesecolonies as itis on the other side of thePacific.
Strange tosay,it wouldappear asif crime was about
tofollow in the wakeof secularism in Australia just
as ithas donein America. We have frequently had
occasion toremark upon the manner in which the
one has paved the way for the other in the country

alludedto,butalways,out of deference for the strongpersuasionsof
many estimable gentlemen amongst our fellow-colonists, have we
allowed thathumanity within the sweep of thess seas might po3sibly
prove ofmore excellentand unbending quality than in the Great
Republic. Still we findourselves obliged toputtwoand two together,
and when we find sostaunchanadvocate of secularism as our con-
temporary the Evening Star holding up horrified hands anent the
crimeinMelbourne,involuntarily werecollect thatthesecular system
has nowhad ample time to show some of its ofiects, whether for
good orwhether for evil, there,and moreover that we might more
especially have expectedit tomake manifest its excellence, were it
possessed of such, in thinning the larrikin ranks. The Evening
Star, however,informsus thatit is otherwise. Here is whathe says," CrimeinMelbourneis fearfullyrife, and the Police Court records
weara sickening aspect. Lanikinismis on the increase, andnoone
is exempt fromits attacks. Gangs of systematic plunderers infest
the city,suicideis on the increase, andshocking cases crop up now
and theninconnection with the Chinese quarter of the town. One
of the latest cases of larrikinismwas abandof roughstaking forcible
possessionof anhotel, helping themselves liberally, destroying the
property,and thennearlykilledthe landlady by strikingher with a
bottle. A shamefulcaseof woman-assaulting is also on record. The
poor creature was onher way to the hospitalwhen a brute met her
and beat her with his fists, and was only prevented from
killing her with a knife by the timely appearance of a constable.
Every week brings its tale of infanticide, and of young women de-
coyedawayand ruined for life. The Chinese quarteris ablot upon
Melbourne." The nurselings of secularism, then,are no improvement,
tosay the least of it,on those of the denominationalism we are told
is finally defunct;but, to follow up the elegantcomparison madethe
otherday by our contemporarythe Daily Times of the denominational
system to a "

deaddog," the vermin shakenoff by the system that is
nowaliveand vigorous are quite as loathsomeas any thathaveever
beenotherwiseproduced. This at the very least, and we have no
doubt whatever that, if they have not already done so, they will
become beforemany years elapse very many times more numerous.
That such has been the case in America itis impossible todeny ; for
His Grace the Archbishopof Sydney, in a fourth pastoral issued by
him,provesitby giving the followingstatistics. We havenot as yet
had time to receive the pastoral itself, but we clip the follow-
ing from a report telegraphed to a Victorian contemporary:"

Comparative ignorance, he says, is amisfortune that leads to crime;
but instruction without thorough religious instruction and moral
education is a calamity that tends directly to produce criminals of
the very worst class. He takes six New England States- namely,
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont. Connecticut, and
Rhode Mand, and contrasts them with six other States— namely,
Virginia, South Carolina,North Carolina, Maryland, Delaware,and
Georgia— toshow the difference. Yet the inhabitants of all thoseStates,he points out,came of the same English race, and held the
same Protestant religion. Theyall had the Prote&tant Bible, and, in
themain, the samemannersand customs,but they disagreedon the
onequestion of religion. The New England States adopted the
system of public schools, but the Virginian States rejected it. Both
systems hadbeenin work for years,and the public schools, according
to the last census, hadadvanced the States in which they existed far
aheadof the other States in purely secular instruction. The States

There are two gentlemen who,of their own accord hare come
prominently before the public in connection with the catastropheat
the Octagon, Dunedin, and from whose

"
tricks and manners" we

learn that the ridiculous not only occasionally approaches thesublime, but may even issue from circumstances attending on
the sad and horrible. One of thesegentlemen is our old, andexcep-
tionally high-spirited, acquaintance,Mr. Denniston,and the other is
the peripatetic reporter of onr contemporary the Lyttelton Times.Mr. Denniston,as we say,we know of old;he is a noble soul brim-
ming over witha fine andcontinual indignation, andashard to holdinas a three-year-old colt. But we look upon him as spoiledby hisnationality and profession; instead of being a Scotchman and a
lawyerhe ought tohail from the county Tipperary and to head a
faction with a shillelagh in his hand from Monday morning till
Saturdaynight, andround again. It's face to face withthree or four
boys of the O'Ryans, or theO'Kellys, or the O'Neils,or somebody else
witha strongspiceofthe "

divil"inthemhe should stand. Itactually
brings the tears tooureyes tosee himpittedoff againstnothingbetter
than abit of a coroner,or a "peeler" orthe likes of that;he's com-pletely thrown away. The othergentleman tells us that he himself
wasonce a warrior too;but wehave only his word for it, and wethink more of one stout Wow dealtbeforeour eyesin the street, thanof
all the reminiscences of warlike hours that could bewrittenfrom this
till doomsday. However, wewill takehis word for it,and whenhe
tells us he has often faced the "

music of the batteries" we willbelievehim. We will even believehe wouldrather do so again than
again take the liberty he has taken;and it is certain he ought to do
so, for itis a grievous impertinenceof any man to consider thatthe
fact of a young lady's having met a most deplorable accident and
bereavement justifieshim in patronizingly alluding to her personalappearancein thenewspapers. Our ex-warrior, however, now that
there is no fighting toengagehis powers, has taken to journalism it
"eems,andit seems,moreover,he has electedhimself a kindof censor
of the Press in general,so that our stationary reporters had better
mind their p's and q's or they will have all their shortcomings pub-
lished to the world, find that in the choicest prose imaginable. That"centre of population more favourably situated" than Dunedin,
(which we suppose is amilitary way of saying Christchurch,) will beforced toentertain a verypoor opinionof them, if they do not look
sharp. Our ex-warrior came down here "personally to instituteinquiries," and he saw and heardno endof wonderful things that our
good-for-nothing lotof reporters had never told him a word about.In the dark he saw a detectivein a dark eutry watchingevery move-
menthe made— and that is a sure tokenof eyes trainedby campaign-ing. He saw a mobof boys with their"irrepressiblemirth silenced"and that is a contradictionin terms only tobe swallowed in presence
of adeterminedfire-eater, such as anex-warrioris sure to be. And,
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