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SCOTCH DOGMATISM. Session in1691 invokedthe aidof the civil power to prevent boys
from swimming altogether. As Chambers puts it in his Annals of
Scotland," to the PuritanKirk in the sixteenthand seventeeth cen-
turies everyoutward demonstration of naturalgoodspirits wasa sort
of sin, lobe as far as possible suppressed,"and thus

"
the whole sun-

shine of life was, it were, squeezed outof the community." The
standard of a religious nation was the prevalenceof universalgloom.

That this scheme of life is the consistent and logical result of
the Calvinistic theology is trua enough. . . We may be surethat
the Westminster Confessionmusthavebeensubjected to a "

verifying
faculty

"
of divines, and the Longer and Shorter Cif-echism havelost

their hold over the popularmindbefore the toneof ordinary preach-
ing and practice couldundergo any material alteration. What may
be themoral or religious results of this change in the long run ie a
tjuestion onwhichit would be premature as yet to hazard any confi-
dent opinion, A narrow or prejudiced creed may often be better
thannone, and the collapseof a firmly compacted dogmatic system
not unfrequently brings with it,at least for the time, a dissolution of
all religious belief. Thus, as Macaulay observes, Catholic countries
have become infidel and again reverted to Catholicism, but do not
become Protestant. On the otherhand, itmust be remembered that
theprofession, however sincere, of a rigidly ascetic codeof obligation
has by nomeans always proveda sure guarantee for even anaverage
observance ofmorality. Nature will have her revenges, and when
the most ordinary and harmless recreations are forbidden as sinful,is
apt to seek compensation in indulgences whichno moralist wouldbe
willing to condone. The charges brought against Novatians in the
early agesof the Churchhave been brought with equal plausibility
against Puritans in our own day. One vice at all events which
Christiansof every school, as well as non-Christian moralists, are
agreed in condemning, is reputed to be a special opprobrium of
Scotland,and the strictest observanceof all those minute and oppres-
sive Sabbatarian regulations to which wehave referred just nowhas
been foundcompatible with consecratingthe day of rest to a quiet
butunlimited assimilation of the liquid whichinebriates but does not
cheer. And, under the old regime, to be drunk in private,though of
coursenot sanctioned as allowable, wouldhave been accounted a far
less heinousoutrageon thedignity of the"honourable Sabbath

"
than

to whistle in the public street. Onits theologicalside Calvinism has
in somecountriesshown a tendency to develope into Socinianism,
which the early Calvinists never hesitated to treat as a capital crime,
and itwill be curious to watch whether a relaxationof theold ortho-
dox strictness in Scotland tends in the samedirection. . . For the
last three centuries thenational religion of Scotlandhasshownastern
and vigorous tenacity of life which has no parallel,so far as we are
aware,inany of the Reformed Churches elsewhere. Ithas now, for
the first time since theReformation, entered ona state of transition
of which as yet we only see the beginning, but which cannot fail,
whatever maybe itsultimate term, to have animportantbearing not
only onecclesiastical mattersbut on the habits andcharacter of the
people.

______^___^^

A PREGNANT MOTTO.

(SaturdayReview, July 19th.)
Itappears to be pretty generally agreed that there is agreat break-
up going on of the old dogmatic temper once so characteristic of
Scotch religion. . . . And at this moment, we believe, the
synods of more than one of the three disunited but doctrinally con-
cordant churches which accept the formularies of John Knox are
exercised by the open disavowalon the partof influential preachers
andprofessorsof the authority of theLonger andShorter Catechism
and Confessionof Faith. It has been even rumoured that, in the
event of disestablishment, a large section of the ministers of the
Kirkwouldcomeover to theEpiscopalChurch and bringtheir flocks
with them, not,indeed,from any abstractpreference for episcopacy
but in pursuit of a wider freedom than the Presbyterianplatform
seems likely to afford them. Be that as it may

— and we are not
engagedhere inpredicting future possibilities— the change of feeling
which has recently taken place,if itis not greatly exaggerated, is a
sufficiently remarkable phenomenon,andcan hardly imply less than
a serious change, whether for better or for worse, of national
character. Our readers mayprobably be familiar with Mr. Buckle's
elaborate comparison of Scotch and Spanish bigotry; he even
identifiesthetwo countries as the most

"'priest-ridden" inEurope.
The word would,nodoubt, requireexplanation,whenso applied,but
themeaning is obvious enough. Andit maybe worth while toshow
by abrief review of the facts, that there was in the temper of Scotch
religionism anelement of dogmatism, or bigotry, or intolerance, or
whatever wemay please to call it, distinguishingit alike from that
of England and of most nations ofthe Continent.

It has been observed by a modern writer that there wasone
country where thePuritanministers succeeded inmoulding alike the
character and thehabits of the nation,and that while England was
breaking loosefrom oldsuperstitions and advancing along the paths
of knowledge," Scotland still cowered in helpless subjection before
her clergy." Andone way in which this clerical influence was kept
up was by boasting the belief in a continual successionof miracles,
sometimes wrought for theprotectionor greater honour of the clergy
themselves,but,in most cases,miracles of terror. ... Sir Walter
Scotthas pointedout,inhis letters onDemonolony thatthe Calvinists
wereof all sects the most suspiciousof sorcery,and themost eager to
punish it as a heinous crime. Hence,in a country where almost
every kind of amusement was suppressed or tabooed, and men's
thoughts were concentrated with peculiar energy on theological
ideas,the dread of witchcraft wasall but universal. Itwas not, as
elsewhere, a superstition diluted by imposture. Mr. Buckle has
called attention to the remarkable circumstance that, among all the
terribly numerous witch trials in Scotland not a single instance of
imposture is recorded. These trials werealmost entirely conducted
by the clergy, but the

"
secular arm

'
was placed ungrudgingly at

their service for theexecution of sentence. On the hideous tortures
employed to extract confessions, and the punishments eventually
inflicted,itis unnecessary to dwell here. Suffice it toobserve how
one traveller casually mentions having seen nine womenburning
together atLeith in1664, and how, in 1674, nine others were con-
demned tobe burned in a single day. . . . And it is noticeable
that, ignorant and superstitiousas the peoplehadbeenin the middle
ages, the first law against witchcraft in Scotland waspassedin 1563,
andit wasnot till thirty yearslater thatitbegan co be systematically
carriedout. The persecution was, therefore, in a very special sense
thework of thePresbyterian ministry, orrather of their creed,which,
partly frompolitical causes connected with the history of the Scotch
Reformation, was shaped more directly on the teaching of the Old
thanof theNew Testament. These executions for witchcraft came
to an end about 1730,but not apparently by the gcod-will of the
Presbytery, who passed a resolution fifty yearsafterwardsdeploring
theprevalent scepticism on the subject.

Itmust not, of course,be imagined thatthe dogmatism and in-
tolerance ofthe ScottishKirk showed itselfonlyin thematterofwitch-
craft. There wasno less zeal displayed in persecuting Papists when
opportunity for it occurred. One of the first results of the final
triumph of the Reformation in Scotland was a law prohibiting any
priest from celebrating, or worshipper from hearing, Mass, under
painof confiscation of his goods for the first offence, exile for the
second, anddeath for the third. John Knoxpublicly denouncedthe
exceptionaltoleration of QueenMary'sprivate Mass at Holyrood as"

more fearful thanif ten thousand armed enemies were landed in
any part of the realm." At the time of the Commonwealth the
Presbyterians did their utmost to thwart the more liberal policy
of the Protector, who was willing to tolerate all forms of Christianity
with the significant exception of

"
Popery and Prelacy." They

wished those only to be tolerated who accepted the fundamentals of
ChnAianity, an^ the list of fundamentals was so drawn as toexoAde not only Socinians, who were to be punished by death,

Papists, Arminians, Antinomians, Baptists and Quakers,
who were tobe imprisoned for life. In1645, the Scotch Parliament
solemnly protestedagainst

"thetoleration ofany sectsorschisms con-
trary toour solemn league andcovenant." And the Puritans carried
with them across the Atlantic to thenew world the intolerance they
had practised at home. Maryland, in the hands of its Catholic
founders, had been— much to their credit— the solitary refuge of
oppressedsectaries of every kind;but, when the Puritans gained
theupper hand there, they at oace subverted the existing rule, and
enacted the whole penalcode against those who had so generously
received them. . . . The vexatious and inquisitorialinterference
of the Scottish Kirk Sessions with every department not only of
publicbut privatelife wasanother veryeffectualmeansof sustaining
this rigidly dogmatic spirit. Resistance was punished by fines,
whipping, branding with red-hot iron, and public penances of the
most humiliating kind. . . It wasa sin to visit a friend, to water
your garden, toshave, toride, to walk, or to whistle on theSabbath.
To bathe was a deadly sin on Sunday, andof very questionablelaw-
fulness at any time ;a boy hadoace been miraculously struck dead
while indulging in that carnal amusement, and the Glasgow Kirk

Accokdixo to the royal customholding for centuries amonghispre-
decessors, the medallion commemorative of the Pontificate of Leo
XIIIhas been struck ;the work was finished in June last. On the
obversa is the likeness of the Holy Father, majestic and calm, and
the year,1879. On the reverse stands the Church, figured as a
matron, the tiara on the head, the cross in the right hand, and the
tables of the law in the left. On the exergue are the words:— The
nationand tlie kingdom thatmill not serve Thee shallperish.

There is nodenying, that these words, taken from IsaiahIx.12,
are a repetition,but withmore force, of those we ha\e just noticed
in theencyclical of 1878. Every one who has studied history with
profit will declare that the words of Isaiahhavebeenclosely verified.
The rejectionof the authority of Christ's Church is followed by social
disorders:ittends to anarchy andbarbarism.

Isaiah's words are thus explainedby St. Jerome :—":
— "The nations

and their rulers, whorefuse the excellent and useful service of the
Church,by which they aremade partakers of the Apostolicdignity
shall fall intothat perdition which is prepared for the wicked,and
whatever they have shall become desolate,since they would not have
God for theirguest."

The illustrious Commentator of more moderntimes, Cornelius a
Lapide,records a long series of kingdoms of old that assailed the
Church andare nomore; thatof the Arians, the Goths, the Vandals,
the Nestorians, the Butychians, the Iconoclasts, the Monothelitea,
andof otherheretics, powers thathavenojvdisappeared. Referring
to the Turkish empire, which was then all powerful, Cornelius a
Lapideremarks that ittoo wouldbe broken upunless itsubmitted to
the Church. What would he havesaid mreference to the Kingdom
of Italy thatis now established in Rome, to war against the Churcb
and thePope ? We know what he would have said, and also we
know whathas actually been said, only a few weeks ago, by an
Italian Statesman of a greatname, by Joachim NapoleonPepoli.

On the19thJune, the MarquisPepolicommenting, in theItalian
Senate,on the prophetic words of Isaiah engravedon the medallion
of Leo XIII., declared "his country to be sick, needing a radical
cure,if they wouldavoid a catastrophe." He showed that

"
misery

in Italyis as a wave that is daily increasing." He reminded them
that every year thousands upon thousands of Italians flee from their
homes, through sheerinability of finding a livelihood. He read to
them the telegram despatchedonthe 27tb April last from Genoa by
700 Venetian working-mento Garib.iKh : '' We are on our way to
rejoin our fellow-countrymen in the vast regions of Brazil,being
driven from outnative land by the sad consequences of the adminis-
trations that misgovern Italy." And he a'ldod, "there are more
deaths in Italy than inother countries," and "itis a very sad fact,
that whilemmtality is decreasing in other countries,it is increasing
inItaly by three per cent."

Pope LeoXIII.has already appnled twice to Italy, to repent
andreturn to the service of Chrib^s (Jhurch and His Vicar. Will
time be granted to the peoplefor a third warning.? —Bombay Catholic

Jbxaminer,
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