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IN MEMORIAM.

BY JOAQUIN MILLER.

* Boldiers, from yonder Pyramids

Two thougand years behoid your deeds | "

The red-mouthed orators of war

Make rnswer, and the battle car

Shakes Pharaoh’s dust-heaped coffin lids,

While tawny Egypt bows snd hleeds,

And sees her babes hid ag of old

Along the river reeds,
* - * # *

Rides retribution like a ghost

To point the Sphynx where Libya bled ?

O weep fair maidens of fair France |

A boy, and in his breast 4 lance,

Lies dead in mail on God's outpost,

And thus to die—aie 30, alone,

In that same land where he once lad

Through legions to a throne !

Dead! Stark dead in the tall, rank grass !
Dead I and lone in the great, dark land 1f
O mother ! not Empress now, mother, *
And & nrobler name, too, than all other.

The lauro! leaf fades from the haud,

O mother that waiteth, a masg |

Masses and chants must be said,

And gypress instend,

Dead | Dead in the long, strong grasses !

He died with his sword in his hagng.

Who says it? who saw it? Godsawit!

And T knew him | St. George ! he would draw it
Though they sweooped down in masses

Right on him and darkeneq the land !

Then the seventeen wonnds in his breast |

Ab| these witnesg hest,

Fighting alone, single handed

All heathendom | gi!‘alling alone |
Plt:lful God | The black creatures,
With fierce, savage, cannibal features,
Cursed from the first and Cain-branded,
Rus'h on wherc he lies overthrown -
Strike him dead ! Btrip the dead !
Then back, as in dread,

Doing the thing ke was born to.
What may mortal else than this?
Peasunt Yorn or bory a lord,

BQ a man at plow or sword.
High or low, let no man scorn to
Make hig heritage all his ;

Or, failing in this noblest aim,
Grandly die the same,

Content you 80, for Heaven willed it,
Car & white tombstane with pride

Where this boy crusader died.

Bo to mark the ntmost limit

Of God's law and man’s domain.

Noblest Prinee's blood, he spilled it
éncrous as heaven’s white rain,

And would again.

Bravest, fairest boy ! Oh, never
bew France a knightlier son than thou.

And Paris, changeful, woman Paris,

When she knows what her despair is,

Bhe shall kindlier speak than now ;
aming thee her own forever,

Bhe shall beg thy dust some day

From silent Africa.

Rocky Mountains, June, 1879,
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The failures of farmers are becoming alarmingly great in Eng-
]:111(1. In ISTO they numbercd 229 ¢ in 1875, 354 ; In 1876, 480 in
1877, 477 ; in 1878, 815, and in the first Lalf of 1879 no fewer than
6LL JIn addition, the facts are well known that farmers in many
counties are now losine their capital, that landlords find meat d:f1-
culty in relotiing at any price, and thal the remission of tent has
only met a portion of i difficuity.

Catholic women of Kome in very large numbers have signed and
published a_fm mal protest agamst the proposed  Italian law which
makes the eivi] marriage obligatory before the ceclesiastical. They
sn]em_nly affirm as an imperative duty their unalterable faith in “tlie
doctrine tanght by the one true Chureh of Jesus Christ, namely, that
(,hnst‘lan maniage is a sacrament of divine institution, and that, as
suzh, it belougs not to the Civil I'ower hut to the Catholie Chureh, to
whom the Bon of God has cxclusively confided the administration of
his sacramenta, They feel profoundly, they say, the gratitude they
fe_el_to Jesns Christ for having sanetified the marriaze bond with ITis
Dl‘-'lly_a Graee, for by this means he rajsed wornan to a bigher scale in
the Kingdom of Grace ; while ancient paganism “left her in a posi-
tlon of little ¢lse than that of a slave to man ; to whick state, without
the heip of God, she will speedily return,”

—ITurper's Bazaar,

DARK CLOUDS IN IRELAND.

»-

DuBLIN, July 3. 1879.
THOSE who can recall the fearful scenes of migery and destitution
which prevailed in this country during the years 47 and '48, rendered
remarkable by the failure of the potato crop, are not unlikely to
witness a period almost as trying. A soccession of bad seasons,
extravagant rents, which are not only demanded, but wrenched from
the nnfortunate tenantry at the point of the bayonet, and lowering
prices on account of the vast increase in the impartation of sli edible
commodities, have reduced the condition of the farming classes to a
state bordering on bankruptey, while the depression felt Ly the
agricultural community has spread and continues to expand over all
grades among the industrial classes, Dark clouds, indeed, hover over
the land and in many places they have descended, bringing starva.
tion and positive rmin wherever they have fallen. Factories are
closing ir fofe, the banks refuse to advance money except when
unexceptionable security is forthcoming, and although some landlords
are returning from ten to twenty-five per cent. of the rents the vast
majority must have their * pound of flesh,” and thus there is every
prospect of the country drifting into a state worse than what deci-
mated it in the famine years already allnded to. Misery in its
chrysalis condition only has as yet made its hideons appearance in
Ulster and Leinster, but the western portion of Munster and the
entire province of Connaught have already bowed down under the
awful visitation,

From cnquiries which I have personally instituted in Mayo and
Bligo T can asserb that in these counties the farming classes are on
the threshold of the workhouse, Unproitable sezsons bave, as I have
said, led to this; but there is a contributory cause, and this is the
aystem of credit waich traders allowed and ‘which made the popula-
tion anything but thrifty ; and now, that dark days have arrived,
their encrgies are paralyzed and efforts in any direction appear un-
availing. That districta not ag yet included in the scope on which
desolation has come must in a short time feel the terrible depression
is certain, unless Providence interposes, Within twelve months
Leinster farmers have had their rents inereased by more than twenty
per cent., and with fully thirty per cent. of a decrease in the value of
all produce the position can be easily understood. Ireland's oldest
dulec, the head of the Geraldians, has led the way, and just as the
prospects of bad times had become assured his representatives set to
work to increase his reuf roll, the process being in many cases re-
peated in the short space of a dozen years, Agreements, commonly
called leases, were issued only to make the heel of oppression the
more keenly felt, as clauses, rendered legal by an abortive Land Aect,
were introduced to cripple the tenantry and oust them from any
claims which the most stupid enactment in the DBritish statute book
contains. Rents are still forthcoming on sorne places, but in the
counties which I bave named above, Bligo and Mayo, the landlords,
have in many instances not a penny to receive. Their own cruel
misrule has turned on themselves, and by impoverishing those by
whom they had to live they at last fecl the biting of want.

Not a week ago an agent informed me that on the day he ap-
pointed for collections of rents he had not received a cent, nor does he
see any prospect of payment, Monster mectings occur weekly, at
which the people declare 1hat they are willing and woald have no
dificulty to pay fair terms for their holdings. OFf course the
landocracy hold aloof, but how long they can afford to do so remains
toboseen. In the course of onu year 800 ejectments have been
served in Mayo alone so that éaking the small average of six to each
family we would have 4,800 persons in this country alone houseless
cast on the wide world, with no other shelter in their own land save
that afforded by the unions, On Sunday, the 29th June, I attended
a public meeting at Castlebar, which was promoeted for the purpose
of calling attention lo the threatened evictions on the estate of Miss
Crean Lynch, and on that oocasion a Mr, Daly, in speakisg of the
state of the district, said he challenged any commissioner from Dublin
Castle or elsewhere to find within the walls of many of the people
who arc to be evicted “ a second animal, barring a cat, and in some
cases he was aware that there was not sufficient food for the rat
watcher without pinching the supply of some member of the
family."”

But it is useless to pursue this strain, It is patent to every one
that the owners of property must either reduce their rents or take the
lond on their own hands. ~ They are not likely to adopt the latter
course, and may err in postponing the former until it becomes too
late. The importation of cattle and sheep weigh heavily on prices of
beef and mutton, but at the same time if it were not for the supplics
from America and Spain meat would be a luxury only within the
reach of the moneyed classes, The Irish press is, I think, to blame
in nok taking more cognizance of the depression which prevails. In
this eommunication I have avoided details, as later on I shall furnish
instances of misery than which I do not believe human nature in a
civilized and Christianized Btate ever endured snything more
crushing.— New York Herald,

During the hieavy storm of Friday afternoon, June 27th, lightning
struek St. Patrick’s Chuieh, in Chatham Village, N.¥., dcing from
600 dals, to 1,004 dals, wosil of damage.,  The fluid first entered tho
steeple, thirowing ofl the ball at the top, and badly shattering the
woodwork. It then scattered, running in varions directions, and
leaving its marks all over the Chureh. The altar linens were set.
on fire, vases were shattered, iluwers burned and other mischicf done
The wost sericus damage appesrs Lo be, however, the shock to tha
whole building, which may necessitate extensive vepairs.  As soon as
the shock was over, and the chnieh was seon 1o be struck, Henry
Kelley ran indide, and, with great presence of mind, extinguished the
kindling flames on the altar, thus preventing a destructive contlagra.
tion.  Ouly a shoit time Lefure 1he storm a funeral was beld in the
chureh, a large vursber of f1icmds being in attendance.  If the stroke
had comne then, it scems inevilable that there must have been a great
oss of hic, as the eleetric fivid was distributed through the whole
hurchy— Waterloo Catholic Times.



