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As an illustration of the extraordinary ignorance prevalent in the
Mother Country of the Geography of her southern posscssions the
following tale may not be without interest to yuur veaders A young
gentleman of considerable private means was ordered by kis medical
adviger a trip to New Zealand, The directions be received on leaving
the paternal roof were clear and simple.—" On arriving at Mclbourne
praceed at once to Dunedin the capital of Now Zealand,  Your jour-
ney as far as Biisbane will be upon camels, which have heen fomnd
the only animals it is possible to employ on account of the sterile
country lying between Victoria and New Zealand. Arrived at Bris-
bane you will proceed by train direct to Dnnedin,” On reaching
Meihourne the young genfleman was, as may be imagined considerably
mystified by his parcnt's considerate directions,

A great deal of fun has lately been poked at the people’s Ministry
ancnt a certain sixpence.  An allowance of £14,000 per annum is
made to the Cabinet, which they arc permitted to divide amongst
themselves in such proportions as they may please. This amount is
provided for nine ministers. On Mr. Cuthbert’s retiring from the Post-
master-Generalship, the remaining eight ministers did not allow his
silary to lapse into the Treasury, as had heen the custom of all
former governments, but shared it amongst themselves, —that is,
shared all but sixpence which they could not divide by eight, and that
slxpence was allowed to lapse into the Treasury. The exposure of
this greed on the pait of the working men’s Government at a time
when there was no money in the Treasory, has produced anylhing
but a favourable effoct on the © Liberals.” Even their own paper,
the /gs, had a leader bitterly reviling them for their rapacity. Mr.
Berry’s arrogant conduct of late has also caused immense disgust
One niglit fo the very heat of the Reform debate he was to be seen in
the dress eircle of the Theatre Royal enjoying the Williamsons® acting
in “S8truck 0iL” Again when the House sal from 4.30 p.m. till 11
o'clock am. the following morning wrangling over the tariff, the
Premicr was in sweet slecp at home and he came to the Mouse next

Say as fresh as paint, and Cromwell-like dismissed the sleepy legisla
TS,

The Reform and Tariff question are both, as I bave said, now
umlgr discussion, and before the debate is over we are likely to have
& ministerial erisis.  Up to this the principal specches on Reform
from the opposition side were made by 8ir John O'Shannecssy and
Mr. Gavan Duffy,  Mr, Berry made a long speech, and contended
that the Bill was that “ reasonable measure ' which the Becretary of
Blate says ought to be snbmitted to the Council, and the rejection of
which will induce the Imperial Government to interfere, To show
hew reasonable this bill really is, T may mention that the Gth Clause
provides that votes shall be payable as soon as they have been
adopted by the Assembly, so that the Council would be completely
ignored, and jobs might be consnmmated before the country had
heard of their existence,

The spring weather Las faitly set in, and the Cricket Reserves
are looking in splendid order, Soon the football matehes will be
beard of no more this year, and already the hearts of crickebers are
beginning to rejoice af the immediate prospeet of their time coming.
It would appaar that inviting English gentlemen cricketers to spend
a season in Australia i3 rather a costly pleasure. The balance-shect
of the Melbourne Club which was presented to the members on last
Baturday shows that over £6000 was received as gate money for
matches played by the English team, The club was nevertheless a
Ioger Ly their visit to the extont of over £100. To ba sure the cap-
tain was a * lord,” but this was paying ratber dear for the whistle.

A supply Bill for £6522,000 was passed in the Assembly on Tues-
day evening, after much protest against voting away the public
money withont fuller information,

M. Berry declaves that legislators shall not have their proposed
outing to the Bydney Exhibition uuless the Taiff and Reform Bills
are advanced a step. He wrged that a division on the Reform
should. be taken that cvening, and the specch making be reserved for
the third readiug. The opposition wrre inflexibie, and it was finally
agreed that the House should sit all through this week,

A good Qeal of sympathy has been elicited here on behalt of
Captam Tevine, master of the Claud Hamilton. The Argus devoted
a vigorous leader to his defence, and called upon the Government to
sweep away the Steam Navigation Board, the mombers of which it
designates as fossils, It points ot that they are judee, jury, and
prosecutor, and that there is no &ppeal from their decision, which in
this instance it states has been singnlarly unjust and cruel.

Genernl ;ﬂuzlns.

The iutelligence fiom the Vatican is zoorll with respect to His
Holiness, who has 10sumed his reception of forcign and national visi-
Lors, drives about the Vatiean gardens with bis prelates, and hag
descended jnto the Crypt of 8t Deter's o inspect the recently com-
pleted mosaic pictures of 85, Peter and Paul, ordered by Pius IN. and
executed by the aitists Malusardi and U bisi, Leo XIIL bas installed
in the Vaticau obsvrmtory the distinguished Jesnit astronomer,
Father Ferrari, the friend ang pupil of the late celebrated Father
Becehi and his successor in the observatory of the Roman College,
Trom which the Itaiian Goveinment authoritios recently ojected him.

Bichop Vanghnn, of Sallond, i oan clabointe pastoril on the
suljoet of Peter’s Penee, full of vajnable details, supplies us with two
very impurtant stalemients, Firsd Lo tolls us { Cutholic Heview) that
1he incume of the Holy Bee is but L60.000, or less than 300 Bin dols,,
and secondly that its lowest possiisle expeiditure must each £350.-
000, or something less than 1,750,000 dols.  That this stinall sum
caunot be wasted in luxurious Living we ean leain from this pata-
graph @ * Coming now to the ineome actually regnired, it lias Lern
tstinated that, all tuld, about 5,000 persons, meluding old impiegati,
are dependent upon the Holy Sce,
divided equally would not afford to each of these the wages of a com-
mon English niechanic, while leaving nothing fur the Tope's privy
purse, for houshold expenses, for diplomatic expenses, for fabries, for

The sum we have mentioned, if |

libraries, for offices, for printing and stationery, and for other inevita.
ble incidental charges, The modesty of the estimate may be realized
by observing that the annual expenditure of the English Government
for the single item of © Printing and Btationery,” ezceeds by over
£100,000 a year the suim total required for the maintenance of the
Holy Bee and the Government of the Catholic Church. Truly the
requirements of the Holy Bee are modest !

The Bank of France has an invisible photographie studio behind
the cashier's desk, whence likencases caun, at a signal from the latter,
be taken. The camera is much used, too, in the examination of docu-
ments. An erasure is often obvious in the photograph of a document
which is not seen in the document itself.

According to the Oficial Messenger there were 1,730 conflagra-
tions in Russia during the month of May, occasioning damage to the
extent of more than 2,000.000 roubles. The loss of property of all
kinds inflicted on Russia by fire during the last gix months is valued
by the same authority at more than 30,000,000 roubles,

Mr. Vanderbilt, who swore that he was too poor to pay taxes, has
just bought another railroad , and given a check for 125,000 dollarson
account. He is building a 1,000,000 dollars palace in New York, and
be praposes to build an elevated railway there that will cost four or
five millions, Poor Mr. Vanderhilt [— Pilst.

A magnificent bronze statue of 86 Vincent de Paal was nnveiled
ab the Westehester (New York) Prefectory, recently, in the presence
of his Eminence Cardinal M‘Closkey, and many of the archbishops,
bishops and priests who were present at the dedication of the New
York Cathedral, on the 25th ult.

Edmund Dwyer Gray, the Home Rule Member of Pazliament for
Tipperary, was last week elected Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mr. Gray
is son of the late Sir John Gray. Hes editor and proprietor of the
Dublin Freeman’s Journal

Like cverything else, musical instruments have their periods of
fashion and decline. Bome whose tonies one used to hear every hour
in the day, at some place or other, are now out of date, and the musi-
cal folk would be ashamed to touch them, although their time of
resarrection may, and no doubt will come again. Instronments with
whose names alone were we formerly acquainted are, on the other
hand, now in demand, and in the front rank of these stands, by com-
mon consent, the zither, which is becoming the universal rage.

A eorrespondent of the La Crosse (Wis.) Republican, writing
from Fairmornt, Minn., in reference to a meteor that recently passed
over north-western Towa, says :— Many of our citizens saw the bail,
with a loug trail of smoke behind it, and also heard the explosion,
which resembled the sound of & large cannon.  Reliable reports from
Estherville, Towa, #ay the meteor strack ferra firma abont three miles
north of Estherville, and about fonr miles from the Minnesota line,
1t descended about three o’clock in the afternoon on the 10th inst.,
and was witnessed by a large number of Estherville citizens, It
travelled with fearful rapidity. It made a hole in the ground fourteen
fuot across. and the dirt was scattered in all directions for twenty rods
around. Bhovellers were at onee set to work, and the meteor was
found fifteen feet nnder ground. Tt was aboul the size of a bushel
basket, and weighed 530 pounds, I have just examined a hali-pound
specimen of the strange visitor which is in possession of the Senfinel,
of this place. It is of a metallic substance, and as bard as steel.”

An instrament has been invented in France for aiding in the
resnscitation of persons apparently drowned, or who from any other
cause have been temporarily deprived of animation. It consists of &
cylinder of sheet 'iron lazge enough to contain the body of an abul
person. It is closed at one end, and the inanimate individnal is
inserted, fect foremost, in the receptacle, as far as the neck, round
which there is placed a padded diaphiragm, fasttued to the cylinder
80 a8 to be air-tight. An afr-pump, attached to an opening in the
tube, creates a partial vacuum, and then the enter asmosphere, by its
own pressure, forces its way into the lungs by the mouth and the
nostrils, which arve lefs exposed. By a reversed action of the pump,
the air is allowed to re-cuter the cylinder, and respiration ig theraby
re-established. A glass plate inseried in the iron casing enables the
operator to watch the movements of the chest, which rises and falls
as in life, with the working of the pump. The action may be repeated
eighteen times in a minute, an exact imitation of natural breathing
being thus produced. .

In the Italians journals, even in some of those most hostile to
Catholic practices, we find stated some facts concerning the good
effects of Bacramental Confession, which they accompany with
exclamations of admiration and astonishment. By the official report
of the Directors of the Bauk of Agricultural Credit, it appears that in
the city of Bose, in Sardinia, during the course of Lent, the sum of
102,210 Ttaliag lire, stolen by different parties from this bank, was
returned to it through three confessors, a thing which could mevey
have happened but for the sincere repentance of the undiseoverced
thieves. The liberals wonder greatly at this, but those who are
acquainted with the working of this holy Bacrament, as it is daily
practised, are awarc thal restitution of the goods of others and
several other salutary cffects are but the ordinary fruits of Sacra-
mental Confession,

Dr. Schlieman writes to the London Zimes thatin his excavations
in ancient Troy he has discovered the positive proof that the Trojans
understood the art of burning brick, and practised it for ages before
the Lurning of the city. He says :—% Having in company with these
friends (Professor Virchow and Mr, Bournouf) most curefully ex-
amine 1 many heaps of bricks, we Lave all three become convineed
that the latier have been slightly burnt in ovens before baving bccp
employed for building, hecause they are too wniformly burnt to admit
that their burning should have been produced solely by the great
conflagration ; besides, even in compact masses of bricks, we wever
found a 1aw, merely sun-ied biick.”

As an illualration of the prevalent extravagance of dress in our
any Tt is saied that Lonuets are selling &t Paris Just now at ineredible
prres. A lady can easily procure one for 2,500 dollars, They are
made of imitation lace, but carved in mother-of-pear], and decorated
with jewels Bueh a figore as 1,250 dollars is estimated as comg-
pal‘ati:’cly cheap, and this, be it remembered, is under a repablican
regimd,



