
NEJW ZBAXAND TABLET?. ,
vent schoolsremind us thatnow weareliving inanage of religious
indifference or intolerance, an age of secularism, selfishness and
greed. Thegirl is mother tothe woman. -

Thenuns are rearingup
a raceofwell-instructedanddevout women, whoare tobethefuture
mothers ofalarge portionofthe peopleof thiscolony. Yet the Go-
vernmehtandmenlike the members for Franklin, wonld not only
refuse aid to their schools, but destroy their schools if they only
could,— liberalism and patriotismindeed1 It seems the Auckland
Catholicsareannoyedby the manner of your treatingyour subject
of theblock-vote. They donot seethat theblock-votecanonlybeof
use when two or more powerful Protestantpartiesareat war with
each1other, and their forces,nearly equally balanced. The Catholio
block-voteisthe terror of Protestant parties at home. When did
Irish Catholicseverreceiveanymeasure of justice from aProtestant
majority,exceptunder theinfluence of fear ofself-interest. Perhaps
some of your Auckland readers may be able tosay when; The
Catholic block-voteis uselessor worseundermanycircumstances ;it
ismost formidableunder others. Itcan-makeor destroyMinistries;
destroy them, at least, as Mr. Gladstone knows to his cost. To
expect thattheCatholicblock-votecan tell whenaCatholic andNo
Popery candidate alone contendfor a seat inParliament,as in the
City Westelection,is absurd. TMe RomanCatholics in this colony
should learnpolitical wisdomfromthemistakesoftheirco-religionists
at home. Dissentiou and unnecessary division among themselves
cripple their powerathome, and often well-nigh 'destroy it. They
wish all to be leaders. They will not make Concessions'and stick
loyallyto theirchief, tfnd follow*him. Why do Catholicsanywhere
form apoliticalparty? They doso toupholdpublic justice,loyalty,
andreligion. Accordingly they willneverwant powerfulProtestant
allies,dr evenan' able Protestant leader. The Protestant ranks, in
this and every countryof mixedcreeds,aboundwith just,patriotic,
sincere, and religions men. These men are the natural allies of
Catholics,but notofthem totheprejudice ofothers. The late Mr.
Butt was no Catholic, yet he was an enthusiastic leader of Irish
Catholicsandaneloquentdefenderof theirrights. The likecan be
said of Mr. Curtis. One of thentoßt able and zealousdefenders of
Catholic rights whom England has everseen probably,in modern
times, was Mr. W. Cobbet, M.P., a Protestant and memberof the
Church of England* IfCatholics wouldonly stick td their leaders
andpull well together,being twohundredmillion strong,they could,
by moralforoe alone,and withoutany violenceor shedding one drop
of blood,rule the world. Mr.O'Connell used to saythat no mere
politicaladvantagewas worthonedrop of humanblood, and he was
theonly man whosucceededfor any length of time in keeping the
CatholicsinIreland well together andin peace. Catholics here, as
inIreland,possess great influencein theGovernment,inspiteof their
comparativelysmall numberandpoverty. TheiropponentsinParlia-
ment and thePress, here asathome,may jibe and jeetf at them and
abusethemas theyplease,still they possess great powerasaparty.
It is a pity to see that powerlessened by internaldivisions among
themselves. To secure unity, they ought tomake any sacrifice, how-
evergreat;so faras itcanbe done without a sacrifice of principle.
Stick to your leader andfollow himshouldbetheirguidingprinciple,
The Catholic Episcopateseldom or never interferein politicalques-
tionsunless the interests of religion and justice are threatened seri-
ously. When they dointerfere, they are the natural leaders of the
|laity, who ought to give them a loyal, unhesitating, and cordial
support,and not createany dissention or unnecessary divisions what-
|ever,inanyway. The Catholic whoyields a cheerfulandreadyobedi-
encetohislawfulCatholic superiorwillneverbe eitheratyrant,a traitor
or a slave. The Catholic Church is the mostformidable enemy of

1 tyrants,traitors,andrebelsinall countriesandunderallGovernments;
TheAuckland Catholics seem to think theTablet often indulges in
theuseof tooemphatic or too violent language, by which certain
Protestants areoffendedand alienated fromua. Patience,humility,
andmeekness, under affronts and injuries arenodoubt verybeautiful
Christianvirtues, which we ought all topractice;but,unfortunately,
too often,don'tpractice. Christ, himself,however,theperfectmodel
of patience,andhumility to us all, at times used very strong and
opprobrious language when denouncing the proud, perverse, and
hyprocritical enemies of his religion. The Tabletin resisting the
selfish, unjust, and hypocritical enemies of the Catholics in this
colony does not always, it is true, use the "mincing words of a
waitinggentlewoman." He comesout hotand strong— at time3per-
haps too hotand toostrong. Beitao. That is easilymended. Ex-
cessive eeal in the Catholic cause is a venial fault. Excessive cold-
ness orindifferencei8not— excessive zeal is not common,— whereas,
excessiveapathy is allbutuniversal, or at all events mach toocom-
mon. The Auckland Catholics, therefore,should be indulgent to the
faults of the Tablkt, in so far as they are founded on excessof
Catholic zeal, and not criticise them with severity, or in any un-
friendly or censoriousspirit. But for thespirited proprietorsof the
Tablet weshouldnot have hadaCatholic journal in this colony at
all to thisday. Thatinspiteof »11 itsfaults, andshort comings, the
Tablet is doing good,andgreatgood, service in the causeof truth
and justice,nomancandoubt

—
be he Catholic or Protestant. The

The Catholic in allpartsof this colony owes a debt of gratitude to
theTablet, which will not soonbe repaidby him;when one thinkß
of the many,andcomplicated and cruel insults and injuries,which
theoppressedIrishCatholics have, for so many,many generations,
suffered at thehands of English Protestants, and to someextent still
suffer, evenin this verycolony,nesd we wonder if the Tablet, tho
zealous defender oE Catholic faith, and Catholic rights inKew Zea-
land,should at times pass the boundaries of moderation orgood tasto
in the language he uses ? The wonder is not that he shouM trans-
gress in that wayoccasionally,but thathe should be able torestrain
somuch ashe doeshis feelings ofindignation, andresentmentagainst
shameless andhypocritical Protestant caluminatora and oppressors,
and write of them in tha language of moderation at any time. [
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«E ?°f ¥,?" Onrtiß> Bdirf Bm- However it was agreatcon-mS2^. JB?!.*J8?!.*^ 1* regard to tne S**"lol4«* *6r whichBishopS-Md**heDunedin Catholics are organizing their forces theoathohcs ofAuckland wereofoneheartandonemindinsupporting
SSiST T mJ>athy- A word to the wire; when next theTablet■peaksof theAucklandCatholicshemuitmindhisP.'S and
hi.WKhh». wi)rd8 beforehe writes them, andbe sure thata,!«£ ucWd formation is authentic. Take them aU in all thetSSS";Ca*hoUc> aremodelCatholics; true,to theirprinciplesmi2f? to th(L § ole Like £>lithfal men «Wf *** Jealous of their
££« m°' "f'v d<J.not easily fw« iT« those whoWO«Mseek tocart■**\£ a P°£ 4*

1^CathoUcs orProtestants. Tonmust not judgewiUokland
.Cfttholicß.
Cfttholicß *ar »*7 "ingle individual among them]Jiowever prominent his position. Enough of that. You willJ£ T? Jf^.a reP°rt of «*" dole's speech, in which he handlespSL?0?*1?1 W*to*» The Catholics of Auckland and2%5llte /°?. may well congratulate themselves on havingso tned and discreet a representative in, the House of R«pre-Bentatives as Mr. Tole. It would behani to give a satisfactoryrejoinder tohis speechoneducation, neither in respectofhis facts,figures,or arguments. Butthe twoAucklandsecularoracleshavenotvet spoken They are prettycleverat theartof making the worseappear thebetter cause. They nodoubtwillreply toMr.Tole, andtoy tomakehim out« all in the wrong." Mr.Millandotherauthor-

itiesquotedby Mr. Tolearemerenobodies,4neretyros,andquacksinpolitics compared withthem. One can forgive themassofthepoorerclasses ofProtestants for resisting so strenuously Mr. Curtis'sTtelief■Bill,but onecannot so easily forgiyetljeProtestantclergy,theAingli-cansiespecially,fortheiroppositiontdit. A man of "culture"whowouldopposethatBillisno true friend of Christ,— or he is adis-
Bemwer;adenominationalist sailingunder secular colours. This intact, is therealposition of secularists in general j and Mr. Bowenmore particularly,by whom theKaiapoi "Liberals," so called,have
♥v vT
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Talkof shamsindeed1 Of alltheshams

the Liberal'orsecularistshamsare the veryworst. Theyarewhatthe sage of Chelsea wouldcall « unspeakable*shams. KnowthyselfIac is among the number of these shams himself,— he don't thinkao. Itoccurs tome forcibly thattheCatholic mothers of New Zea-lana should followthenoble exampleof thespiritedCatholicmothersor ijretagne. Let them publicly claim as their inalienableright tohave their children educated agreeably to the dictates oftheir conscience. Let them protest emphatically and publicly
fSainßt the violationof the freedomof their conscience in beingxoreed tosend theirchildren to Bchools of which they disapprove.Mothershaverights andfeelingsno lessthan fathers. Ifthe Govern-ment refuse to listentotheclaim and protestof theCatholicmothersornew Zealand, they canbutsaywith their Bretagnesisters, wewillperpetually repeattoourselvesandour children in thespirit Of thedevout mother of the Machabees, « Dp not fearyour oppressors:prove trueyour ownprinciples as Catholics, and never dishonouryourselvesby yieldingto the efforts of those who woulddetach youtor them. We send our sons willingly to the field to facedeath inngmang thebattles of their Sovereignandcountry,butwewillneversend our childrento Stateschools wheretheir principles will surelytxs destroyed,or wrecked, and placed in extreme danger whennotaestroyed outright. Justiceand moral power areon the side of Mr.i/urtiss, amendmentand will prevail in theend, after aprotractedstruggle. Dr.Wallis is extremelyanxious togivewomenthefranchise,
iieneednottroublehimielfaboutthat.Womanalreadyis investedwithimmense power inher domestic, social, andevenpoliticalrelations:a power which no human authority ever gave her, andwhichnohuman authoritycan takeaway fromher. Sheholds her franchiselmmediately from Godhimself. Her power enables her to exerciseasubtle influence. Itis well nighirresistible— Catholic womenhaveapeculiar claimtobeheardby Government with respect andatten-tionon thesubject ofeducation. TheGovernmentin this as inmostChristian States seeacertain portion of the Catholic women, theirsubjects,renouncing all theenjoyments of the world, eventhemostcovetedhappinessofthe married state, todevote theirlivesand theirfortunes, oftena very large fortune, to the education of the youthoftheir own sex andboys of tender years. The secular education theyf^X vDg °* tbe keßt md seasoned withwholesomeprinciples of theCatholic religion. To carry out their patriotic and pious design,they erect suitable buildings with their own funds, or with verytriflinghelp from others. These buildings are oftenacredit,and anornament to the locality in which they are placed. They carryon
tn 7 not for lucre'8 sake> nor vet *or form J but for the gloryofuod, thegood of their fellow creaturesof allcreeds, andof coursefor the goodof the commonwealth. They, therefore,exercise agreatpolitical influence. Theyarea greatand a beneficent powerin thebtate. Tyrantsmay take, andhave taken thepower from themanddriven themfrom theircountry. A just and freeGovernmentwhichoursprofesses to be,will do neither:but on the contrary will en-courageandaid them intheir labours,or ought todoso. Where willtne Government find womenof any othercreed who serve the causeof education, of Christianity, and their country, with such dis-interested zeal as these Catholic ladies exhibit. Perhaps Mr. W.Sansoncan tell that or theHon.members for Franklin. These twolatter gentlemen ought toknow the religious history of this colonywell, having been reared, Ibelieve, in theProtestant Missionarycamp. Yet they inconcert with others would if they only coulddestroy the nuns' schools, to be replacedby Government girls'schools, from whichthe Catholic religion is banished, and where noreligionsavoa mutilated Christianity is allowed to exist. When wesee the nuns' schools, and witness the pious and humble-spirited

laboursof these ladies we are reminded of the olden times :of theages offaithandcharity inEngland andIreland. Butinthosetimesthere were not a solitary Convent schoolhereand there, the countrywas thickly studied with them. The peopleof all ranks, thepoorer
sort moreespecially, knew their value then,asmany Protestants noware beginning to know it. People then and there witnessed theirdestruction, and their robbery, with sorrow and indignation—

bythose who wereready enough to calumniate and malign the nuns'
character butnot to imitate the nuns' virtues. The present Con- ,

MahaleyEllis, coloured,whosenamehas often appearedin the
publishedproceedings of the Mayor's Court, died suddenly in the
city jail shortly after having used the expression,"IhopeGod may
Btrike medead,"— NorfolkLandmark.
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