
Mr. F Meenan (delegate fromKumara) said that the resolutionpiaceamhis hands did not require much to be said concerning it.(see 6th resolution).— (Cheers.) The resolution would commendltselt to their owngood sense,andhe only hoped tbat it would meetW vJ tr. succeßß than their previouspetitions. There couldbe nodoubt that the Catholicshadshown earnestnessin the causeof educa-tion, and that they were determined upon educating theirchildrenaccording to their ownconscientious views. This matter alone hethought if takeninto considerationby Parliament,ought to influencethem togrant so justand reasonable a requestas thatpreferred for a
tair share of the publicmoneys devoted to the maintenance of educa-tion,

Mr.N. Moloney(delegatefromPalmerston)secondedthemotion,anasaid that as aCatholic, an Irishman,and Colonist, he had oftenwondered why theCatholics werecheated out of their proportionofthe public funds expendeduponeducation. He felt that they werein theposition of shareholdersof apubliccompany, who contributedthe sameas othershareholdersbut were deprivedof the returns thecompany made. He wouldlike toknow whatoffence they had com-mitted that they shouldbe so disqualified, or how long such injusticewas to last. He had had a good deal to do with pushing for-ward a gentleman who had recently retired from the Government,
and the reasonfor his so doing so was that the gentlemanreferred tonad thenameof being a very liberal man. But when that gentle-got into power it was found that the veryr verse was the case, and, that instead of raising his voice in support of their claims the
Mon. Mr. Stout was oneof their greatest opponents. He for onehadsupportedhim against Mr.Larnach, who wasa veryliberal man.andunfortunately they had been deceived. Their remedy was tokeepon
hammering away andcrying out day after day against the injustice
that wasdone to them,andhe thought that then theParliament wouldbe shamed into doing them some measureof justice. Heknew therewereplenty of peoplewho differed from theminreligion,nationality,
and faith, who felt strongly that they were entitled to a subsidy fortheir schools. All they required was that some allowanceshould be made to their schools. Their claim was just andreasonable,andhe believedthat their fellow colonists, whether theywereinfidelsor whateverthey were,would in time come tosee that
restitutionwas due to the Catholics, and he hoped that time wouldshortly come.— (Cheers.)

The resolution wasalso carriedunanimously.
The MostRev. Chairman then called upon the Secretary, Mr.Pernn, to read thepetition,which wasas follows :—

To the Hon. the House of Representatives or New Zea«
land, Wellington.
Petition adoptedby the AggregateMeeting of Roman Catholics,heldmDuredin on theBthof July, 1879, and signedby authority ofsaid meeting by the persons whose names are herewith ap-pended."

Sheweth thatthe system of public educationby law established
inNew Zealand, inflicts on themagreat grievance and injustice."

Thata system of free, secular, andcompulsory education is in
direct opposition to their conscientious convictions.'"

That consequently they are unable to avail themselves of it,and arecompelled to provide for theirownchildren,andat theirownsoleexpense, Christian schools."That they considerit a hardship and an injustice that these
schools shouldbe refused aidout of public funds, to which they con-
tributeequally with their fellow citizens."That they consider themselves unequally and unjustly treatedby the Legislature, which provides free and secular education at the
expense of all without exception for one portion of the community
and to the exclusion,of all who areconscientiously opposedtoseculareducation."

That in theiropposition to a system of free, secular, and com-pulsory education, which ignores and practically forbids Christianschools, Catholics arenot unreasonable, inasmuchas their principlesever havebeen and are recognised throughout Christendom, as thesafest and best,and areatthis moment embodied in the laws which
regulatespublic schools inGreat Britain."

That wise statesmanship, whilst abstaining from trampling onthemost cherishedconvictions ofanyportion of the community,is ever
anxious toconciliate rather than exasperate even a minority; and
that consequently itis not only unjust but also impolitic to sow the
seeds of discontent,and createa rankling sense of wrongin themindsof any considerable portionof the inhabitants of a State, by such
legislationon the subject of education,as leads to the conviction that
the Government not only ignores, but contemns the conscientiousconvictions of largenumbers."

That wise legislation alwaysrespectssuch convictions, and byso doing conciliates the respect and secures the enthusiastic supportof all grades and classee."That, finally, petitionersconfidently appeal toyour HonourableHouse foraredress of the grievance and injustice of which they com-
plain,and ask that such changes may be made in tbe law as will,
whilst inno way impairing the efficiency of public education,meet
their conscientious views, and dothem justice."

And Petitionerswill everpray,etc.
Mr. Cormack (delegate fromRoxburgh) said he badbeenchosen

by his fellow Catholicsof Roxburgh torepresent them, and althoughhe feltnervous,ashe had never before addressed a public meeting,
he had taken courage,andhad asked himself, as a Catholic and a
parent, whyhe shouldbe afraid to address his fellow Catholics andgivebis opinion on the present system of education.— (Applause.)He wouldnot enter into details,as they wereallawareof tbe existing
system of public education— free, secular, and compulsory. One or
two things, however,struck him with regard to the present educa-tional system,and some of the flimsy arguments of secularists, which
were used for the purpose of opposingthe claims of the Catholicaregarding the education of their children. Itwasalwaysmaintainedthat their opponents werefree frombigotry, buthe neverbelieved it.(Cheers.) It was claimed that they were actuated by the purest
motiyes,and thishedidnotbelieveatall,— (Cheers.) Itwaaalsosaid
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who"*H deßt!tu^ clun? to the old faith, and never wavered,du£ ta

e°°J. cn3°ying theirfewards. Followtheir example,do jourfiKnnrl^7°^ families to the State,and to society, and the
men n?Z, 8- VY°U can demand your Redeemer the fulfil-Kp iPt

°m,Tcontained in thewords, «He thatconfessed me
Hearpn ?T^ X* 8° C°nfesa him before mv Father, Who is inxieaven.

—
(Loudapplause.)

Hpi/ii" COnUO,rr'd.elegate for L7tl«lton, seconded the motion.belnfioJhW °h
J
P

ueaß^reueaß^re in ending the resolution that has
amuSempnlyfl^°POfd Mr'Croft8' who has afforded us 80 much
PortTSSi- mm

vftr
"<itlon- Iamhere torepresent the Catholics ofzSi?- ' .?' hke the Catholica of everyother town in New

«,«-*" 6Pnlar*m& underthe injustice of having topay twice for
i i*S°n ° f*¥* Cbildren- So much has alr«ad7 bden ablysaid;Shalllr88"7i°ime to enterfurther iQto thematter- thereforeIsnail simply second the resolution—(Applause.)ihemotion wascarried unanimously.
«wwJ«l!i i!?11 CaFrol1'» delegate torepresenttheCatholicsofNapier,?£K n6n

6 Xt,resolution» (see3rd resolution). (Prolongedcheers.)*£iZ Jo«£ ilI*?1occasion we met in this hall to consider whatSmS?tw d £ ke t0brmg our views before Parliament,Ihad«2SJ£S VTif 011 would be » aid to unanimous opinionsexpressed by the Catholicsof this town,andof the whole colony. I
topSCODBldermS the great sacrifices we weremaking in tryingS"?°VM° Wn 8chv°.?l8'Provide teachers, andpay for the educationsv£Z Zl) i!"60' Whl,^ comPelled to pay for keepingup anothersystem winchwecould not availof that in fairness and honesty theywould see we wereentitled to a proportionate share of the revenuetlrl" 6PJHd'??d to which weare fairly entitled,and whichmeans&anV°Sei7 t0 keeP from us- What do we ask from thegovernment ? We want nothing from them, nor from any class of
rrflprtrtTS I'hn\ a P° ltion of what we P^ t0 keeP 4whatiscalled the State system,a system that don't pleaseanybody. EveniS,-7 *wVn love with ifc when ifc P B̂^' andIcannot helpJi{« « g c reason they liked ifc so well was because it was socurectly opposed to what the Catholics wanted, and this reflectionleads me further to remark that Iblame some ©f the con-gregations calling themselves Christians for the unjust and dishonestmanner m which we, as a body, are treated on this question,
£»Jfc T8:T8:- c .Patent to any person who has lived anyS °S ume m this country that when we look for any-
«n«

g *?£ We consider °ur right, there is a howl raised atSSf*« n
mm° S

St,
t Pitiablebigotryindulged in against usgetting our2£~ 7?Uld think tbat in a grand youngcountry like this,wherewe ought all tobe on thesame levelin thelyes ofParliamenttdat such ablack spot should not for one moment be allowed toexist

*r>u,l nameof thecountry, as that a large portionofitsinhabit-ams werecompelled to pay for teaching what they could not availW,"? t0Tblcb- they werestrongly opposed. Ido not like strong
Jn°iV "llca?be avoided,but the consideration of thisquestion,r£" tbe,mannerm which we havebeen treated, is enough tomake ata^SUnl^1184?3 after as webavedone by alllegitimatemeansfhJ %V ft- etovs'ifc is enough tomake us think and feel thatfcue aaysot bigotry are not overyet— not atleast inthisColony. AndJ«sr TfiTco(e

o
(?Xtltled to get from tbe State:h^e we notdone thewoi-kor thebtatein building schools, for which we have not got oae«!« 1111money erant or land endowment? Havewenotdone more

w£ tT ,° r religious bodies put together, and some of our
«!l scoools are unequalledby any of the public schools -notablywie convent schools, to which someof themost respectablefamilies ofoiuer denominations send their daughters,— knowing full well theKfw train.mg th(jy receive there. Isay, taking all thesexdcts into consideration,that noman whois not blindedby prejudice,
~f

We * " c least Particle of fair honest dealing in his nature canreiuse to giveus what weask for— namely, a pro rataportion of our
U "?nll'So longas the standardofsecular educationinour schools
S*«&« -*at re(luired W the Government;and Ialso say that we
areentitledt

C6aSe agitatingon tbis questionuntil weget what we
»M,if » Connell5n'delegate for Cromwell, seconded the resolution,

M carre.d unanimously.
ti" t

'A\ Wbite( delegate from Christchurch) said:The resolu-T,r,tht " a- Out to ProPoseram sure youwill all agree with. Ithas
iiPnrTgfln whati8rigbt and 3ust» andlam sure this would ap-pear to tnose whoso strongly oppose our just claims if they wouldre-
iiect upon the question. Why should 65,000 Catholics be deprivedoftneir proportion of— lmight say,of their birthright ? Are wenot as
nay 7 as any of ber MaJesty's subjects? Do we notpay our taxes, and contribute most willingly when called
Tii#f «. laudable objects? Look around, from the"nt0theNorth Cape, andyouwill see in every village, hamlet,ana town our schoolsandchurches, and evenour cathedrals arebe-ginning tospringup,and theseprove of whatmaterial we aremade.i"m>? our ideas from our ancestors,andImay say we are trying toimitate their nobleexamples. We are also tryingour utmosttokeepupour schools, at the sametime that we are paying taxes for a Btateeducation from which we can receiveno benefit. Surely we areen-titled to someconsiderationfrom the Government, and we areonlyasking for our rights. With these views Imove the resolution (seeresolution 5).

TheRev.FatherMackay (delegate from Queenstown and Arrow)seconded the motion. The justice of the demandwas,he said, so self-evident thatit wasunnecessary for him to detain themby making aspeech. As the mouthpiece of those who had sent him from the
mountains in the interior,he expressedhis concurrence with the re-solution, and said he would also remind them of the struggles madeby thepeopleunder his charge inaid of the great cause which theyhadmet topromote. Notwithstanding the fewness of theirnumbers, hewasproud tosay that thepeoplewh«m he representedwere inearnest
inthe good work, and hadmade, and were prepared tomake, great
sacrificesinorder to obtain an education for their children such astheycould conscientiously accept.

The^regolutioa was pat to the meeting, and carried unanim-
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