
What, then,do Catholics ask? Justic* ! To beput ouafootingIofequality with their fellow-citizens, to have an equitable share ofthepublic fundsgranted for thepromotion ofeducation,to whichtheycontributeincommon with their fellow-citizens, set apart for aidingthem to teach their children in their ownschools the subjects usually
taught in the public schools.

The first resolution was proposed byMr. Perrin. He said -—MyLord Bishop,Ladiesand Gentlemen,— The resolution placed in myhands as the delegate appointed here to represent the Catholicsof Nelson, Winton, and Naseby relates to the violenceoffered to the Catholic -conscience by the secular system
of education. We are frequently told that this system pre-sents nothing to us with which we may not reasonablyagree:but this is manifestly untrue. We Catholics have a firmbelief inthe existence of God:we are taught by our creed, and wehold our creed as something definiteand all-important that our livesare to be regulated in view of the constant presence of God Weare not permitted to thrust it aside as a thing that it may beuseful now and then to recognise,but we areboundcontinually tolive init. We are told to offer to God as a continualprayer, notonly set forms ofwords andappointed modes of action; but everyword, every thought, everydeed. But how shall we offertoGod anyaction that tends to hide theknowledge of Him from ourfellow-creatures. Much more from those whom he has madedepend-
ant onus for it— our own children. We should openly mock Himwerewe toattempt todo so, and blasphemously call upon Him tobless our crying sin. Again, what father er mother is here to-night?—

And Irejoice to see so many of our Catholic mothers here, formuch more than on the fathers the lot of the children depends onthem. Itis acknowledged, and there have been many striking ex-
amples of its truth, thatitdependschiefly on the mother whether orno the child shall growup a worthy member of society. lam gladthen, to see themothers come here to protestby their presence against
the attempted destruction of their children's faith, and to give apledge of their determination toupholdit. Icongratulate themandpropose to them thenoble exampleof those women of Brittany, themost glorious because themost faithful of all the provinces ofFrancewho stoodup the other day and warned the men making a like at-tempt upon their children, that if such an outrage werepersisted in they would remember the mother of theMacchabees and rear up a race to resist as warriors the attack ofimpiety, and as martyrs to endure its utmost rage. What parent,then, is therehere to-night whodocs not carryinhishearta continualprayer for his children. Buthow can hehope that God will answerhis prayerand bless with the sense andprotection of His presence
those whomhe has withdrawn from His presence? How can hepre-
tend to offer to God that which, in fact, so far as in him lay, he hasshut out from the sight of God1 Or shall he consider that he canplease God by presuming to pray that He will accept the gift, thatwithanimpiety more horrible than that of Jephtha, he has at thesame time offered to the enemy of God and man— the god of thegodless schools. Itis not because this system is the system appointedby the law that Catholics are to find initall they need. There is alaw superior to this law whichhas provided these school ;a law thatwas recognibed by the Heathen themselves, and which they held
themselves bound to obey by preference, when there wasany dis-crepancybetween what it enjoined, and what was commanded bymen. The tragedian Sophocles, for instance, made his heroine
Antigone declare that death itself should not force her from thisobedience. When she had performed the burial rites for her deadbrother, and the anger of the Kinghad overtakenherinconsequence,
she declared his proclamations had no power to over-ride the un-
written and immoveable laws of the gods ; nor should any fearof death induce her to incur the penalty of their breach. They
tell us Catholics that our consciences should be less tender than
thatof this heathen maiden. We who havelived in the the falllightof IheGospel, andtasted of the promises, should at the bidding ofmen, without a qualm, renounce our firm convictions, give up thehopes thathave hitheito been the lamp of our lives,and taken away
fiom the sight of surely approaching death its terrors. Butmay wenot, oneand all,make our boast with King Arthur, "Iam notmadeof soslight elements." The habit of our lives, basedon our firm andreasonable faith,are not tobe thus easily renounced. We cannot attheir bidding, consent to offer to God our lives dtfiled and stintinginHis nostrils because wehave shut out from the knowledgeof nimthose whom he has especially invited to come to Him. We cannotstifle the prayer,none the less constant because it may be for the
most partsilent, that continually dwells in our hearts for our littlechildren, because to gain any earthly advantage or to avoid anyearthly loss wehave, of our own free will,given over those childreninto the hands ofmen who know not God but openly denyHim. Ibeg therefore topropose, (see first resolution).

|ft The second resolution was proposed by Mr. Crofts, one of the» delegatesappointedby the Catholics of Invercargill. He said : MyLord, rev.clergy, ladies and gentlemen,— We have met to-night toconsider one of themost momentous questions that can possibly beagitatedby any civilised community. Itconcernsnothing morenor
less than the temporalandeternal welfare of the rising generation.
As His Lordshipand Mr. Perrin have so very ably stated our case
andasIknow there are many other resolutions to be proposed,itis'

k. not my intention todetain you for any considerable time. But still,
because this is the

"affection of my heart," as Paddy says,Idon't
see thatIshould be prevented fromspeaking on thesubject. Infact,
Ican'thelp doing so.

— (Hear,hear.) The resolution that has been
placedinmyhand,as adelegate fromInvercargill,isasfollows. (Seere-
solution 2.) Now Idont think Ishall require much eloquence,my
Lord, to piove thatitis calculated to impair the moral tone of the
community.— (Hear,hear.) Unchristian andanti-Christian weknow
itis, because where the nameof the Creator is forbidden to be men-
tionedin the public schools itmust necessarily be so. Itappears to
me that the so-called philosophersof the piesent day want to drive
God from His own Creation by their puny little efforts.— (Cheers.)
Theycall themselves philosophers,forsooth,and they say, "We willwipe God away from the State, from the family,and fromthe school,

and we will take care that our youngstersgrowupinnosuch super-
stition as a belief in God, or the doctrine of future rewards and
punishments." Now whatis meantby education? Iwasat ameet-ing at Invercargilla fortnight ago, which wasattendedby gentlemen
who wanted tohave the Bible read in the schools. Some of them
spoke ina very gentlemanly and inoffensive tone indeed,but there
wasonegentleman present who wantedtheBible, the wholeBible,and
nothingbut the Bible,and whostruck outin themost pugilistic atti-tudes,as-ifhe thought thePopewascoming throughtheceiling.— (Loud
laughter.) TomBayersneverstruck outsonicely

—
(renewedlaughter.)

it reminded mevery much of the pictureIonce saw of some Puri-
tans pulling down a building:—one of those sacred ornaments of
antiquity;he appeared for all the worldlike the leaderof thatmob.(Laughter.) He wanted to make out that weCatholics had nocon-sciences,and this Icouldnot stand at all, at all— (laughter)— soI
steppedon to the platformand begged to take the liberty of inform-
ing him that he was misrepresenting the Catholics. Ibelievehe
representedRivertonor someother outlandishplaceinSouthland. I
told himIwould provetjhim that wehadconsciences.Iacquainted
him with the fact that weput our right hands in our breeches-pocket
to pay for the system of education wedon't like, and then put our
left hands into the other pocket to pay for the system we do like.

—
(Laughter anu cheers.) He wasawfully indignant atme for telling
him thathe had noright tousurp thepartof the Creator by da ing
to judge my conscience.— (Hear,hear.) But, again Iask, what is
education1 Educationis thebringing out of the faculties of man.
All parties agree with this definition as far as itgoes. Whether itis
complete or not is another question. There are some who maintain
that a man with ahealthy constitution, keen senses, lively imagina-
tion,passionate feeling, anda well-stored memory, is ij)so facto an
educatedman. ButIdon't think that definition goes far enough.
Education is the bringing out of the faculties of man, and enabling
him to use those faculties towards a proper end. The end of all is
Christ. Inthebeautiful wordsof the catechism, we areheretoknow
and serve God, to see Him hereafter, and enjoyHim for ever.—
(Applause.) Now thosematerialists, of course, wouldsaythatthis is
allsuperstition. '-ThesuperstitionthattaughtDominic de Gusmanand
Francis of Assisiuni how torevelin deeds of evangelicheroism, and
stamptheir namesupona century— thattookIgnatius from thebreach
of Pampeluna's walls to makehim the father of that mighty race,
which, ifitcouldboast ofXavier only, \\ouldhavegiven Christendom,
asit were, a thirteenth apostle— that disciplined the schools of Eu-
rope, and still reaps the fruit of its great parent's prayer,that
it m.ght never fail to suffer persecution. They tell us that
we are priest-ridden. Imay inreturn tell them, asa layman

—
anda

veryhumble one at that— that if such a deploiable state of things
was to occur, andif his Lordship, whopresides here to-night, was to
sofar forgethis duty in thematter.Iwould be one of the very first
togivehim a quiet hint about it.

— (Lahguter and Cheers.) Those
whosay that we are priest-ridden

—
well, tell them that they are

gentlemen,and that's not the t'-uth.
—

(Laughter and applause.) We
havebeenso used to abuse during the last 300 years that we can
stand such a slander as that. Our forefathers have been placedin
theposition that they have had thepot of porridge in onehand and
the Bible in the other, and have had their faith attacked,but they
havecried

"
No ;we would rather die poor than reject our beloved

faith.'"— (Loud cheers.) And are we in New Zealand going toallow
a few paltryphilosophers to usurp to themselves all the intelligence
in the world ? Why, there is more intellect represented on thia
platform to-night— andIamnot including myself— (laughter)— than
ina lot of these petty so-called philosophers put together.— (Ap-
plause.) And these fellows, because they have a smattering of law
andpolitics, go in for whatis called the Liberal party. Now, what
is the diffeieuce between ihc secularists and the Catholics? Itis
just the same as the difference between a physician and a pastry-
cook.— (Laughter.) The physician will prescribe what is proper

—
though oftennasty— for jour ailments, and thepastrycook will pres-
cribe whatis tasty and what goes down well.

—
(Renewedlaughter.)

Well, the secularists will findin time that these tasty things willnot
agree with them, and they will only be too glad toapply to the old
physician at the Vatican to be cured.— (Applause.) The secularists
are tryinghard to wrest religious education outof yourhands. Well,
they can't do it.— (Cheers.) They want to chase God from the
family, fromthe school, and from the State. The strife is waxing
hotter andhotter every day. Iam not a prophet,lamsorry tosay,
but my opinionis that we are advancing rapidly towards the day
when there willbe a warbetween Christianity and Materialism,and
Christianity will stand or fall with the dear old Church;and we are
not afraid that the Church will fall.— (Loud cheers.) She has stood
theblasts of a goodmany storms,andIthink Bhe will get over this
oneby-and-bye. Inthemeantime letusall put our shoulders to the
wheeland pushon the good oldcause. The Statemaymake asmany
laws as itpleases,butit will never get us to give up the religion
which our forefathers fought for hundreds of years.

—
(Applause.)

Itis a iemarkable fact that one of the most conservative Govern-
ments in the world— the present English Government— is under-
taking a national Catholic University in Ireland at the present
moment,and itis no less remarkable that the so-called liberalists of
New Zealand are doing the very oppositething here. Isuppose that
is because we areat the Antipodes,and do things by therule of con-
trary.

— (Laughter.) Butin England the man at the head of affairs
is too clever an historian, and too astute a statesman, to coin-
tenanceinfidelity. England, with allher faults

—
andshe hasa great

many, as you know— has never yet given up her belief in God— that
blessing which wassent her by the Almighty and by St. Augustine,
is retainedby her upto this time.

—
(Applause.) That belief isa ful-

crum, so to speak, and the momentshe givesup the whole State will
fall andcrumble to atoms, The greatest lights of the universe,
ancient as wellas modern,have been,as weknow, the championsof
religion. Shall we Catholics, consent to put up with the pre-
sent stateof things any longer ? Idon't think we ought to do so,
and, therefore, trust that we shall alllend our utmost aidin securing
our rights and privileges. Ever remember the trials and persecu-
cutions of your forefathers whoreduced to the most abject stateof
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