
(Fromour Exchanges.)
Mr. Sebastian W. Bingham was received into the CatholicChurch this weekatFlorence byFather Weld, S.J.— London Tablet,April.19.
Dublin is again returnedby the Registrar-Generalashaving thelargestmortality in the United Kingdom, its death-ratefor the lastweek being 35 per 1000, which is 6 in excessof thatof Manchester,Plymouth, andLeicester, which show the highestrate in England.
Gratifying news has reached Dundee in regard to theNew-foundland seal fishery. Three of the Dundee fleet, the Aurora,Arctic, andNarwahl have been very successful, the former having

secured 26,000 seals, the Arctic 11,000, and theNarwahl 8.000. Pre-viously all the Dundee vessels prosecuted the Greenland fishing, butit w«as believed thatfishing wasbecoming less andless remunerative,hence the despatch of a number of the Dundee vessels to the New-foundland ground. Thechange has been, onthe whole,highly satis-factory.
We take the following from the London Statist :

— "
We gravely

regret that the prospects of English farmers for this year,at a timewhen the depressionof their industry is the harder to bear becauseithaslasted and continued to deepen for several years, shouldbeagainclouded by thepersistentrains whichnow flood a large part cfthe grain-growing counties. A prolonged and hard winter, whichpulverisedand improved the soil, and laid the foundation for good
cereal crops, wanteda genial spring and warmsummer to'result in afine harvest;but the spring is late,ungenial, and so damp that the
wheatand barleyplants bejjin to show unpromising signs."

An infamousattempt wasmade on the 9th May to burndownthe Sisters' school adjoining the Catholic Church at Wyandotte,
Kansas. Thebuilding waaset on fire by means of coal oil being
poured against the rear walls, which after being ignited soonenveloped thebuildiiig in flames, besides sending volumes of smokethrough the building. Most of the inmates rushed into the street intheir night clothes, butby the aidof a bucket brigade the fire wasfinally gotunder control. There werebetween 60 and60 children inthebuilding at the time, and it is considered miraculous that nolives were lost.

Forty-eight days after beingbittenby a dog,a manhas diedatSanJuanin the agonies of hydrophobia.
The able Boston correspondentof the Springfield Republican,Mr, Frank Sanbornlooks at the Pocasset murder with fearless andphilosophic eyes. He says :— '"

The Pocasset child murder is a
monstrosity and yet itreveals a veinof theNew England characterthatitis well for us tonotice a little, before we let itpass into thequick forgetfuluess that awaits everything in this age, when the
daily newspaper creates and terminates publicity by its swift-succeeding wares of news and gossip. The religious fanaticism
whichlad the ffreemans tomurder their ownchild is adistinct traitof ourpeople— less noticeablenow, and perhaps less active than itwas when our ancestors whipped Quakers and hung witches— butexistingalways inone guise or another among the descendants of thePuritans. In theolden times it wasanintolerant spiritof persecu-
tion among a powerfulclass of the people; in the wretchedclan offanatics at Sandwich,without power except over their own families,
itshows itself in the cruel bigotry which delights in sacrifice, even tothe extentof making the father kill the child withhis ownhand. Atsuch a deed naturehas always shuddered,but theprevailing religion
has rnoie thanonceupheld it, upon the abominable theory that theDeity is an angry and bloodthirsty being, to whom themost exquisitecruelty of human sacrifice is a sweet offering."

The precisenumber of FrenchCommunists amnestied onSunday,
April,20th, is 661. The Victor Hugo committee appeals for further
subscriptions to supplement the 300,000 francs voted by the Cham-bers, and the 100,000 francs votedby the Municipality.

Visitors to the auld kirkyardof*Alloway will regret to learn that"
Wee Jamie," who, during many yearspasthas acted as guide to the

hauntedruin immortalized by Bums, is nomore. James Crawfordknew every foot of the place, and every legend connected withit.His great pleasureconsisted in pointing out the various last restingplacesin the cemetery, the sceneof the witches' dance, the" winnockbunker inthe east
"

wherehis Satanic majesty"
Screwedhis pipes,and ga'rdthem skirl,

Tillroofandratters aFdid dirl."
the holy water font, and the old roadwayby which Tarn o' Shanter
approachedwhenhe neared the sceneof theunearthly cantrips. He
had Burns athis finger ends,and latterly no one could disassociate
him from-the churchyard. He died in poverty, advancedin years,but he willlongbe remembered,not only by the townspeople,butby
tourists from all partsof Scotland, and bymany foreigners, in whose
ears he often recited in the broadest west country dialect,the layswhich came so readily tohis lips.

Yellow fever is raging badly in Rio Janeiro,not only in the city
but among the shipping also.

At the evening celebration of t-he 1800th anniversary of the de-
struction of Pompeii, abottle of wine taken from the ruins, whereit
had lain since A. D.79, is to be opened.

A report says:— " The Socialist leaders at Chicago asssrt that
they, with the trades'unions,are organizing a strike, to begin Julyfith, andto be eeneial throughout the country. They will demand
the universaladoptionof the eight-hour system, and will settle the
matterof wage*after their demands on that point are acceded to.
This strike has been decided on in their privy councils, but is no
seciet. Thtir purpose is political in its nature, and the purpose ofthe workmenis to secure better wages."

Itis again announced that, in Septembernext,King Alfonso XIIwill many the Archduchess, Mary Chiistino,of Austria,born July 15,1838.
A Catholic Congress was opened at Lucca on the 22nd April,

under thepresidency of theArchbishop. The sitting closed on the

followingday withaTe Beum. Thequestionsdiscussed were thoseof reanimating by sermonsand circulars the zeal of contributors toPeter's Fence, the repression of blasphemy, and popular religious
instruction. Everythingpassed off tranquilly,notwithstanding thatplacardsagainst the Congress wereaffixedat the streetcorners.Afire having destroyed the sole Church Antonimina,provinceofReggio, the HolyFather sent the sum of 300 francs, and a letter ofsympathy, for which the peopleare verygrateful.

The Universe says that the celebrated statesman Lord Bipon,formerly a Protestant anda Freemason, now a fervent Catholic,haspurchased the sanctuary andcloister of St.Damain, near thetownofAasisi,in order topreserve those monumentsfor the pietyof the faith-ful and the admiration of artists. He is abouttoestabli.-hanorphan-age there.
The Societe des Missions Etrangeres de Paris has published

statistical tables, showing the progress and positionof their missionsin the east during the years 1877 and 1878. The total number ofCatholicsamong populationsof some 134.000,000 infidels were in theformer year713.172, and in the latter 729,351. In1877 there werein charge of these missions twenty-five bishops, 507 missionary and338 native priests;and in 1878 thenumbers were:bishops, twenty-four, missionary priests,542, and nativepriests, 327.
Several persons who,under the influence of theProtestant pro-paganda in Spain, have denied the faith and left the Church, havelately returned. The other day, in the Church of the Holy AngelGuardian,at Barcelona,ten persons solemnly abjured Protestantismin the presence of a numerous congregation. Similar scenes havebeen witnessed at Alcoy, Ferrol, and other Spanish towns whereProtestant agents haveopenedchapels.
Among the most extraordinary of the tyrannicalregulationsofthe Russian police is one which strictly forbids any one to touch adead or dying man without the direct sanction of thepolice. Inconsequence of this arbitrary enactment,itis nouncommon thing tosee aman lying bleeding andhelpless from a severe fall in the streetsof Moscow or St. Petersburg without any one daring toassist him.To whatan extent this curious tyranny 'is carried may be judged

from a single instance. An English gentleman residing at Peterhof,a coast townabout sixteen miles from St. Petersburg,one morningfound his Russian groomhanging by the neck in thestable, andcuthim downat once, just in time to save his life. The next day hereceived a visit from the local Inspector of Police, who, far fromcommendinghisprompthumanity, vehemently abusedhim for daring
to transgressthe law. The Englishman heard him to the end with-
out a word, and then said quietly: "Well, Mr. Inspector, I'mextremelysorry to havedone anything,but I'llmake all the amendg
inmy power. If Ifind you hang'ng anywhere,Ipledge you my
honourIwon'tcut youdown."Hillsboro',N.C., wasthe scene, on the16th May,of thehanging
of three desperados named Henry Alphonso Davis (white), Henry
T. Andrews (white), and Lewis Carlton (coloured). For a long time
tnese men had been the terror of Orange Country, and a generalfeelingof relief was manifested when they had paid thepenalty ofof death for their numerous crimes. Each of the prisonerspro-
claimed his innocence to the last moment. Carlton spoke anhour,and, as usual, said his salvation was sure. The parting between
Andrews and his sister on the scaffold was most affectionate, andmoved the witnesses to tears. All were firm, and showed nosignsofwavering Thehanging was badly botched. The ropes around the
necks of Davis and Carlton were too long,and their feet rested onthe ground. They wereraised,and the ropes re-tied, causing deathfrom strangulation. A terrific thunderstorm raged during the whole
proceeding,and the scene was wild and terrible. Fully 8,000people
werepresent.

TheLondon Daily News has published the textof the ordinance
issued by Sir Garnet Wolseley,providing " for the executionof woiksof publicutility in the island of Cyprus by the labour of the inhabit-
ants." The ordinance is dated December 16, 1878. All able-bodiedmen between the ages of sixteen and sixty, except Government
officials and priests,are liable to labour for fifteen or thirtydays in
the year,at therate of not less than Is. per day. Substitutes maybe
provided, or a payment in lieu thereof of 2s per day be made.Every person wilfully absenting himself when summoned will beliable to a fine of ss. per day. If the fine benot paid, a ratemaybe
leviedupon everyhouse in the village. Any person quittinghis workwithoutpermission is liable toa fine of £1, or to be imprisonedwith
bard labour for a month.

Berlin, May 8.
—

In the tariff debate in the Reichstag to-dayHerr Lasker accused Bismarck of fomenting agrarianagitation. An,
angry scene ensued. Bismarck declared that deputies should mutu-ally respect the laws of politeness. He said he merely wished to
restore Zollverein, and must for this purpose remodel the railway
goodstariff, which wasunduly favourable to foreign products. He
still adhered to the whole of his programme. Dr. Farenbeck, Presi-
dent of the Chamber, ruled that Lasker's attack on Bismarck wassevere,butnot insulting. Bismarck refused to retract his remarks,andquitted the house.

Four thousand ninehundredand fifty-three persons werekilledduring the past year in the north-western provinces of India andOudeby wildbeasts andsnakes, andof these 3,871owed their death
to snake bites. No less than10,513 headof cattle werealso destroyed,
mostly by leopards,in the vastgrazing plainsof the Terai.' Rewardsto the extentof 10,000 rupees were paid by the Government for thedestruction of 3,910 wild animals. The reward which usedto be paid by Government for the destraction of snakeshas been discontinued for some years now, but the mor-tality from this source is so alarming that the Government ofthe noith-westernprovinces has addressed all district officers,urging
upon them thenecessity of inducing the landowners to act for them-
selves in the matterof protectionagainst this danger, the remedy for
which is entiiely'in their own hands

Mr.Henry, inventor of theMartini-Henry rifle barrel and am-munition, is seeking in vain for adequate remuneratien from theBritish War Office for the use of his patents by that Govern,
ment.
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