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CONVENT SCHOOLS, WELLINGTON.

Friday,July 4,1879.

THE NATURALIST AND HIS FATHER.

The Convent Schools,Dixon,St.Wellington, have just beenfinishedandreflect thehighest credit onMr. Charles O'Neil, the architect;infact visitors consider themunsurpassed in the colony for generalplan,equipment, ventilation,etc. Among the other works recentlycompleted by Mr. O'Neil may be mentioned the Reefton Catholic
U>urcn (» model of ecolesiastical architecture), the Convent andschoolsatHokitika, theinterior of Wellington Cathedral,etc.The followingletterfromthe Catholic Building Committee has
£ e<^!rlTedbJMr- O'Neill,perMr. Cook,managerof theNationali>aUix, le Aro :—-
m. i "v. «

' Wellington, 14June, 1879.Charles O'Neill,Esq.,J.P.,O.E.Architect,etc.,etc.,
_, _. Wellington.Dear Sir— s

H
, At a meeting of the Committee of theTe Aro Conventschools, heldlastevening, the followingresolution wasproposedandearned unanimously :— « That thethanks ofthe Committee be con-veyed to Mr. O'Neill, the architect, for his attention to tha require-ments of the schools, whichare finished toperfection."
i

conveyine to you the aboveresolutionpermit me to addmythanks for thekindnessand urbanityIhavealways received and thepleasureIhave experiencedwhen meeting-you on any matter con-nected with the above sohools,and to expressahope that wemay besoon engaged in anothersuch undertaking.—lam, Dear Sir,
"Yours faithfully,

Jas, Cook,
Hon. Sec.

A btory istold of Agassiz, the great naturalist, which, webelieve,has never yet appeared in print :— His father destined him for a
commercial life, and was impatient at his devotion to frogs, snakes
and nsb.es. The latter, especially, wereobjects of theboy's attention,
tvs vacations he spent in making journeys on foot through Europe,
examiningthe different species of fresh-waterfishes. "If you canprove tome," said his father, " that you reallyknow anything aboutscience, Iwill consent that you shall give up the career Ihaveplanned for you." Young Agassiz, in his next vacation,being then
eighteen,visitedEngland, and took withhim aletter of introduction toBir RoderickMurchison. "Youhave been studying nature," said thegreat man,bluntly. "What have youlearned?" The lad wastimid,not sure at thatmoment that he had learned anything. "Ithink,"he said at last. «Iknow a little about fishes." "Veiy well, there
will be a meetingof theRoyal Society to-night. Iwilltake you withme there. AH of the great scientificsavants of England belonged tothis society. That evening, when the business of the meeting wasover,bir Roderick arose andsaid :"Ihave a young friendhere fromSwitzerland, who thinks he knows something about fishes;howmuch, Ihave a fancy to try. There is,under this cloth, a perfectskeleton of a fish which existed long before man." He thengavehim thepreciselocality inwhich it hadbeen found with oneor twoother factsconcerning it. Thespecies to which the specimenbelongedwas, of course,extinct. "

Can you sketch for me on theblackboardyy
vu

U
i
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i S*8 of this fish f

"
saivl Sir Roderick. Agassiz took up thechalk, hesitated a moment, and then sketched rapidly a skeletonnsn. Sir Roderick held up the specimen. The portrait was'correct

in every bone and line. The grave old doctors burst into loudapplause. "Sir," Agassi said, on telling the story, "that was theproudest moment of my life— no, the happiest,for Iknew,now,mylather wouldconsent thatIshould givemy life to science."

THE BURNING OF NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY.
We (Pdot)cannot express our regret for theburning of theUniver-Bity of Notre Dame, Ind. It wasa treasureto the West. ItsreverendPresident and Professorshave the sympathy of the Catholics of the
United States, and of more than the Catholics. The University of
.Notre Dame was founded by Very Rev. Father Sorin, Superior-Ueneral of the Congregationof the Holy Cross, and was,perhaps, the
most flourishingCatholiceducational institutionin theUniked States,
the usual attendanceof students being from 500 to700, from allpartsol the United States, and many of them from foreign countries. Itj^nch in its libraries, soological, ornithological, etymological,

and other collections, as wellas rare gifts frompatronsand good-wishers. One of these last was a telescope from the lateNapoleon 111., presented when he was Emperor of France. The
corner-atoaeof the college building was laid on the 28th day ofAugust, 1848. The school has been suspendeduntilSeptember, when
it isexpectedanother College building will be ready for the students.We have receiveda proof-sheetof the admirable littleCollegepaper
The Scholastic, whichsayß :—

"Ifeveryreader of the Aye Maria, and fritnd of Notre Dameweretocontribute evenone dollar for this purpose, the result would
q#a very handbomesum, and an important as well asmuch-neededasß^tance tomake Notre Dame whatit was."

'Ibis suggestion is one that ought to be acted on. Every littlehelps;and,if thewide-spread friends ofNotre Dame will act on thefirst warmimpulse, they will givegood helpby giving in time, and
inspiring couragein those who must bear the burdenof rebuilding
the College.

Very Rev. Father Ignatius Legerer, of the Order of Mercy,is
engaged in the most laudable work of extending themeans andcon-
sequent usefulness of the great charity he has undertaken

—
an

institution for the careand shelter of disabledpriests, atLancaster,
Pensyivania.
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PROFESSOR GUSSOOTT,
THE GREAT AMERICAN HERBALIST,

Hasnowremoved to Christchurch, whsrehe may be consulted daily
from8 a.m.to7p.m. Address— Tully's Buildings, oppositeLaurie's
Timber Merchant,Christchurch.

Theundermeationedtestimonialswill suffice to prove the effi-cacy of his treatment.
Woolston,May 14th,1879.To Professor Gusscott.Sir,

—
Ihave been suffering fromnervous debility for ten years,

andhave triedall themedical skillIcould get in Christchurch, andotherphysicians in theoldcountry. Ihave neverbeen able tosleeporeat,but since beingundor the treatmentof Professor Gnsjoott forsucha short time,Ihave received wonderful relief, and persons in.
Chrstchurch whohaveknown me for yearscancertifythatlan quiteanewman;anditappearsto me extraordinary how Mr. Gusscottcan effectsuch wondere. Ican safely recommend anyperson suffer*ingin the same way asIhave been to place themselves under his
herbaltreatment. Iwrite this for Mr. Guscott todoor publish thisashe pleasea.

Fbedebick Johns.(Signed) In thepresenceof
Mr. Mumford,

Shopkeeper,Manchester street South,
Mr.J.Heslop,

Painter and Paperhangor,Manchester street Seuth.

Tuam Street, Christchurch,
April 28th,1879.

To Professor Gusscott,
Sir,— lhavebeen troubled with Liver Complaint these last sixyears, many times being not able to attend to work. Ihave tried

everything in thephape of patentmedicines. Ihavebeenan outdoor
patientin theHospital; [got attimes temporaryrelief. Icouldnot
sleeponmy left side;Ikeptrolling about backwards and forwards
inbed. WhenIgot upin themorning,Iwould rather be in bed,
but workIhad toattend to. WhenIhadeaten a light mealIfoundit
alwayslodged in my stomach. Alwayscostive, a great palpitation,
painsacross the chest,moreparticularly under the leftbreast,always
a violentpain between the shoulders, felt just the sameas if any one
waspouring water downmy back, feet always cold. Happened to
get one of yourbills whenyou cametoSt. Asaph Street, which ex-
plained to me all my symptoms Iwas labouring under. When I
appliedto you,you told me all my symptoms and guaranteed a
perfectcure, which,Iam happy to say you have done throuh your
herbal treatment. Ishould recommend those troubled with Liver
Complaint to place themselvesunder your treatment.

Iam, Sir,
Truly thankful,

WilliamMahson

To Professor Gusscott,
Sir,

—
Ihave been troubled with Dysentry for the last threemonths,so much so thatIwasperfectly exhausted, the linings ofmy

intestines peeledaway in flakes. Itried every remedy thatIcould
hear of,but tonopurpose. Hearing thatyou were in Christchurch,
and seeing the many wonderful cures, induced me to place myself
under your treatment,andIam happy to sayinone weekIam free
from the diarrhoea,and gaining strength from yourherbaltreatment.

Iam,yoursrespectfully,
EllenBbowk.

Igive you this testimonialfor the benefit of others asIknow
there area greatmany others suffering from the same complaint inChristchurch,

Borough Hotel,
Manchester street, Christchurch,

April21st,1879.
To Professor Gusscott,

Sib,
—
Ihavebeen troubledwith Sciatica and Rheumatism since

the commencementof the West Coast diggings in 1864, whereIhad
to leave throughmedical advice, and went to Melbourne, th«nce to
Sydney,and thenIthought Iwould try the tropical climate ofQueensland,and found only temporaryrelief. Icameto Christchurch
and tried doctors of the best medical repute, and got no better.
Thinking thatit wasuseless togo any further,Igave upall hopesof
being restored ;Icouldhardly walk, andstaying at anold friend's,
he advised me toconsult you,and Iam happy to sayIamin as per*
perfecthealth asIwas in 1864, whenIcrossed the rangestothe West
Coast. Iwasonly tendays under your treatment.

John O'Bbien.

To Professor Gusscott,
Georgestreet,

Dunedin.
Dear Sir,

—
Ihave been under medical men in Tuapeka for

eighteen months, andhavebeentreatedby thedoctors for indigestion,
but found norelief. Iwas advisedtocome toDunedin forchange of
climate, andwas advised tocall onyou. WhenIdid so,you-seemed
tobe acquainted withmy complaint, fur you were abletoexplainto
me all the symptoms. lamhappy to inform you that after thrift
weeksof yourherbaltreatmentIamrestoredtoperfect health.

Iam,yours truly,
Mm,KuzabkhWAXXSMk


