
A WORD FOR THE REV. LINDSAY MACKIE. has brought ruin and despair, andevendeath,into many and many
a oncecomfortable andhappy home. Yet your offenceis, inamoral
pointof view, even greater than theirs;inasmuch as the good nameof which youhavesought torobusall, is far morevaluable thanany
amount of money, ormoneysworth,can possibly be. Idonot im-
pute your offence,nor that of the Glasgow bank directors, to yourreligion, directly. The Presbyterian religion, no less than theCatholic religion, denounces wilful falsehood or fraud. But theRe-formation, asithasbeen falsely called,has scared,Las hardened,the
conscience of Scotchmen. Speaking of the Scottish " lleformers,"
anablehistorian remarks,"Themind is perfectly amazedatthe sight
of such deepandcomplicatedinjustice,treachery,hypocrisy, sedition,
and forger}', as form the character of the men who subverted theCatholic ChurchinScotland.'1 Some of the peculiar views of tbesc
men are evidently yet ingrained inthenature of not a few of theirmodern admirers nnd followers even in New Zealand. Till the
falsity called Scotch

"
lieformation" be undone, wecannothopetosecScotchmen do justice toothers or tlictr selves in any relation of life.Happily itis nowinprocess of beingundone.

John Wood.Auckland, A\ ril 16.

CATHOLIC PICNIC, SHAND'S TRACK.
Having- been kindly invitelby the Rev.FatherChervicr to a picnic
tobe held at the aboveplace on Easter Monday,Itook my dcpartuie
from Lyttelton in company witha number of ladies and gentlemen
by the (5.40 a.m. train,and after a ride (anunpleasantone of twentymiles, which distance wasnegotiated in twohours,nine intermediate
stations being stopped) we foundourselves atLincolu where anumber
of vehicles were in waiting to convey pleasure-seekers from South-bridge, Lceston, Doyleston, Springton and Lyttelton to Shand'sTrack, the place selected tohave the fete. On our arrival at thesceneof festivities there was a very nice repast prepared for thevisitois by Mrs. M'Cabeat theresidence of the Rev. Father Chervior,
to which ample justice was done, owing to a long ride in the
country.

The locality chosen tobold the sports was a most appropriateone and reflected much credit upon the taste and judgment of theCommittee. It was a large paddock adjoining the garden of theRev. Father Chervicr, the usa of which was kindly givon by himaud admirably suited for the occasbn. On entering tln'rc waspresenteda pleasing aud picturesque aspect, ilags of various sizes and
colour were placed throughout, the most conspicuous being thatgrand old ting which floatedout upon thebrcez !ofheavendisplayingembodied in its Held of green the goldenHarpofErin. Little grouisof picnickers werescattered promiscousiy about, and from tnc un-mistakeable expressionsof joy which were;oplainly depicted ontheirfaces, it was easy to conjecture that a day of more thenordinary
amusement wasanticipated, which Iregret tosay was not realized.The morning gave indicationsof a disagreeableday,anditwasfeared
attirst that the day wouldbo a complete failure,anil there woresomethoughts of postponing the cntertainmcut but this circumstances
rendered highly unadvisable, if not allogether impossible:it was
therefore resolved tocarry the matter through, and Father Chervicr,
the iudof.iti^iblj Chairman with his co-adjutor«, set himself toworkinorder to effect this,displaying a gooIhumourandundaunted
spirit which under the circumstances were extremely deserving ofprai.se.

Tho piogrammc of sports was then gone into anIembraced
running, walking, and jumping matches for men and boys, withspecial contests for the .young ladies and girls. Mr. ThomasKing
actedus starter and worked moat energetically, appearing to bequiteinhi,s clement.

The .scveuil eventson the programme worekeenly contested and
the racing fail, tlu veiy liberal pr.z -s offered, by the Committeebringing together a largenumb r of competitors.

Father Cbervicr who syemed to infuse a spiritof gaity especially
amongst the juveniles, led oil' the games withas much hilarity as thevery youngest competitor. The three-legged race, for which there
werea number of entries, created great amusement and elicited roars
of laughter. During the iutervhls of each game refreshments were
plentifully supplied. The luncheon, under the superintendence of
Mrs. M'Cabe assistel by several ladies, was done ample justice
to.

The weather unfortunately provedmost disastrous, apersistent
diizzlc having set in about one o'clock, and continued dining theafternoon, thus marring tUe enjoyment of the day to a considerableextent, andcompelling tbc spectators, a gieat proportionof whom
were womenandchildren to take .shelter in the Church, and theRev.Father Chcrvier's house, the Jattcr place being literally crammed.
There the social teapotwas brought into us>e— a good supply of hot
water being constantly on hand— thanks to Mrs. M'Cube's good
management.
Ihad for sometime understood that the Christchurch Hibernian

Band was tohave beenin attendance,but forsomecauseunexplained
(probably owing to their takingpart in the Oddfellows' demonstra-
tion) they did not put inan appealance. The enlivening sounds of
a band would have gone far towards counteibalanci g the dismal
effects of the weather. A pleasing feature in the days business was
the thorough good order which reigned, andthe absence oE thoseun-
pleasantnesses which arc incidental to largegatherings. Despite the
threatening aspect of the weather the Itcv.Father Binsfield, of Eau-
giora. drove twenty-eight miles in order to be present on the oc-casion.

Atabout.".30 p.m. the Lyttelton visitors made a slait for home,
nnd all seemed thorougly pleased with the kiudncss and attention
received at Shand's Track, expressing a, hope that they would soon
again assemble at that vicinity.

Lytteltosiajt.

The Spanish and Portuguese Bishops arc issuing pastorals in
favour of Peter's Pence.

1do Lopethat Dr. Moran, the Tablet, and members of ibc Pressgenerally will bo merciful to the above namedrev.gentleman, other-
wise they may drive him to do something rash. He is my fellow-
countryman,and Ido not like tosechim chastised too much. Itistruehe he has committed a grievous fault against Roman Catholics,
but it has been committed "under extenuating circumstances."Itmust be remembered thatbeisa Scotch Presbyterian;thathehas
suckedin with his mother's milk a belief that Papists, ore and all ofthem, Jesuitsmore especially, arc nothing else but Sons of Belialperfect"deevils incarnate ;" ready to tell any amonnt of lies, or shedany amount of blood, or commit any numberof assassinations forHoly Church. We all know the force of early impressions— howthey domineer over men's minds, blind their undcistanding, and toooften blunt their conscience and moral sense. The recent establish-
ment ofa college for higher education in the Scotch Preserve ofOtago, andits being under the conduct of the terrible "Jesuits"
must also luivc stirred his Presbyterian bile, and roused his anger.
'"Irabrevis furor cst." Anger being a temporary madness, mayaccount for some of Mr Mackic's recent eccentricities as a con-trovertist against "Papists."' If that Jesuit College proveasuccess
it will likely upset him altogether,andhis fiicnds must then look tohim incase of accident. Bomerciful then,ye critics,ye theologian.",andspare my countryman. He has now beni punished quiteenoughby you. Itis possible Ins own conscience has punched him stillmore. Donot give him reason toexclaim, '" My punishment is morethan lean bear." besides it is plain that the '-dominie' underwhom he studiedin bonnie Scotlandhasnot drilled him sowell in the
useof tbe "ablativeabsolute" as his .snrens-tic critics, Ibc editorsofthe Otago Witness and Ihuniiuj Star, have bjen drilled. Thedominie,therefore, morethan the pupil in this case, deserves the"

tawse." Ionly hope that he is fully aware now of the heinousnature ofthe offence he hascommitted, and thatheis truly p 'intent,
and will be more careful in future how he middles with Jesuitsor Catholic theologiansof anykind. He must now sec that it is adangerous thing toassail them,and thathe who does so must look
well toMs weapons and his armour ere he enter the lists to contendwiththem. While seeking toruin themoral character ofthe Catholic
priests, andthrough them the moral characterof the Catholic Churchand the entire body of Catholics everywhere,he has positively donithemagreat service. He has provoke1Dr. Moran into the field, itmustnowclearly appear to every intelligent and fair-mindc Iman,be his creed whatitmay, whohas read the Tablet of late, that thehorrid accusations which the Itcv. Mr. Mackic has so confident!vbroughtagainst the character of the Catholics, and which arc sowidely credite Iandso frequently repeatedinpublic ami in private.are as false as Iwas going to say as false as bell: butthat is not a pretty word, and souu now don't believe in hc!lat all:Iwill therefore .say as- fulvj as false cm bo. Iwillnot saybe has made them mal:eioti>ly, knowing them to be falsj :but Iwill say be has made them rashly and in criminal ignorance.
Beinga scholar and professed tcachei of Christian truth, it was hisduty tomake himself acquainted,and fully acquainted, with thetenetsof the Catholic Church, as set forth and explainedby her authorisedteachers, and not as givenin a ni'iiil.itcl iorm an-1 misrepresente1by her avowedenemies. The ltmnau Catholic is the moat ancientChristian Church inexistence Even at this d.iy her adherents formthe great bulk of ChrUtuins. They are constantly increasin *. Shelias given to the worldin every age, aivl is still giving to the worldIeminent scholars,divines,philo-ophcis,and statesmen. IShe has sentforth,and is still sending rorth. m.my men and womenin every con-dition,of life remarkable abovenil other men and women fur their !Christian \ntues ;mennnd womensome oE whom have literally for- Isaken all that the world holds «1 ;ir in order that th-y may devote

'
themselves entnely to the seiviee of Gud andhis poor, "it is, a .shame Iand adisgrace, therefore, to Mr. Mackic or any other man bavin" j
any pretensions tobe considered a manof letters, if he be ignorantof thereal tenetsof the Catholic Church. Yethow many Piotcstantclergymen and others are in that position? They know literallylittle ornothingof them, except whnt they gather casually from suchwritersas those in the Southern Crux* and Christian llcconi. Howlittle reliance is tobe placedon the amnacy,the truth, the fairnessorcandour of such writers, thereaders of the Taulet need not nowbe told. A word to Mr. Maekie and Iconclude. Know you not,Kir,that 'good name inmanand woman is the immediatejewel of theirfioul, and that everyother possession in comparison with that is theveiicatirash; nobetter than the mire beneath our feet. Vet, youhave laboured, in ignorance letus hope,though ccrtaiuly not in ex-cusable ignorance, to job Catholics of their sood name. If theprin-ciples which you have so faltcly, and to recklessly,andsopersistentlyimputed tothem werereallyheldby them, as they are not, ltomanCatholics would be unwoitby of the res-pect and confidenceof eveiyother class m the community. All men might justly regard themwith suspicionandaversion,notto tayhorror. They woulddeserve I
toTjcdiivcu out from the society of Chilian or civilized men toherd with the worst of savages. Eventhe worst of savagesmight, ifthey only knew yonrdc&ciipiicn of their piinciples. avoid theircom-pany, fckc then, Sir, what a dreadful ciinic you have committedagainst us. or.at least, done your best to peipctratc. Your conduct
isall the moie culpable, seeing you pufef-s to be a teacher of thereligion of Jesus Chtist, which inculcates chaiity as the chief ofChristian ahtues. You havedeeply scandalised His religion in the-eyes of men. louLaveshown nocharity to us. Youhave put the■worst possibleconstruction on the words of our teachers. You have

.cast suspicions when you can cast nothing worse on cur characterWe have recently seen a great ciime committed in the City of Glas-gow by men who, like you,professed a burning zeal for the Presby-.teiian religion, aud,of course, a corresponding aversionor horror atthe Catholic Church, her people,and her teaching. We are told by
someof their indignant victims that these men have for years pastbeen going aboutthe streets clothed ostentatiously in the gaib of aPharisaic sanctity, at the very time when they wereengaged secretly
in a fiendish, cold-bloodedscheme of unparallcllcd villainy, which
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