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E REV. LIND3AY MACKIE,
e fp——

1do hopethat Dr. Moran, the Zublef, and members of ihe Press
geuerally will he merciful to the above named rev, gentleman, other-
wise they may drive bim to do something rash, Heis my fellow-
countryman, and I do not like to sce him chastised too much. It is
trac he be has committed a grievous fault against Roman Cathoties,
but it has bern committed ¢ under extenmating circumstances,”
It must be remembered that he isa Scoteh Presbyterian ; that he bas
eucked in with his mother's milk a belief that Papists, one and all of
them, Jesnits more cspeeially, are nothing else but Sons of Belial
petfect ¥ deevils incarnate ;” ready to tell any amonnt of lies, or shed
any amount of blood, or commit any number of assassinations for
Holy Church. We all know the forze of early impressions—how
they domineer over men's minds, blind their understanding, and too
often blont their conscience and moral sense.  The recent establishe
ment of a college for bigler education in the Beoteh I'reserve of
Otago, and jts being under the conduct of the terrible “ Jesuits”
must also have stirred his eeelyterian bile, and roused bis anger,
“ Ira brevis furor est.” Anger being a temporary madiess, may
account for some of Mr Mackic's rccent cccentricitics as a con-
trovertist against “Vapists,” If that Jesuit Colicge prove a success
it will likely upset him altogether. and bis friends must then look to
Lim in ease of accident.  Be mereiful then, Yeeritics, ye theologinns,
and spare my countryman,  He has now bern punished quite enough
by you. Itis possible Lis own conscience has punished him still
mare, Do not give him reason to cxclaim, My punishment is more
than Yean bear,”  Besides it is plain that the “dominic” under
whom he studied in bonnie Scotlnnd lias not «rilled him so well in the
use of the * ahlative absolute ™ ns his sarenstic crities, the cditors of
the Ofege Witness and Eeewing Stur, bave been drilled. The
dominie, therefore, more than the pupil in this casc, deserves the
“tawse.,” I only hope that he is fully aware now of the leinous
nature of the offence he has committed, and that he is traly p:oitent,
and will be more careful in future how he meddles with Jesuits
or Catholic theologians of any kind, He must now sce that it is a
dangerous thing to assail them, and that he who doss so must luok
well tohis weapons and his armour crc he enter the lists {o eontend
with them. While secking to roin the moralcharacter of the Calholic
priests, and through them the moral characterof the Catholie Churel:
and the entire body of Catholics everywhere, e has positively don:
them a great service. He lias provokel Dr. Mowan into the field, 1t
must now clearly appear to cvery intelligent and fair-mindel wan,
ba his creed what it may, who has reat the TaBLET of late, that the
horrid accusations which the Itov. Mr. Maekic has so confidently
brought against the charcter of the Catholics, nnd which are so
widely eredite | and so trequently repeated in public nnd in private.
are as falsc as—— [ was going to say as false as hell : but
that is mot a pretty word, and some now don't believe in hell
at all: T will thercfore say as fules as false can be. I will
nob say Lie bas made them maliciously, hpowing them to e false :
but I will say e has made 1hem rashly and in eriminal ignorance,
Being 2 scholar and professeild teacher of Christian Lruth, it was his
duty tu make himscll acquainted, and fully acquainted, with the tenets
of the Catholic Church, as st forth amd explained by ber authori-ed
teachers, ancd not as given in o mablitel form and misrepresente ]
by ber avowed encmics,  The Roman Catholic is 1he mest anejent
Christinn Churels in existency,  Kven at this day her adhierents form
the great bulk of Christans. They are constantly ingreasingz.  <he
Lias given to the world in every age, anl is still giving to the world
eminent scholars, divines, philosopliers, and statesmen,  8he bas sent
forth, aml is =til} sending torth. many men and wonen in every con-
dition of life remarkable above rll otlier men aud women fur their
Christian 3 frtues ; men snd women same of whons have literally for-
saken all that the wurld Lolds d ar in order that thoy may devole
themselves entiiely to the service of God and bis poor. It is a shame
and a disgrace, therdfore, to Mr. Mackie or any other man having
any pretensions 10 be considered a man of letters, it he Lo ignorant
of the real tenets of the Carlivlic Chureh, Yot how many Urotestant
clergymen and olhers are in {hat position ! They know literally
little or nothing of them, except what ey gather casualiy from such
writers as those in the Sewthern Cross and Christian Tteomed. How
little relianee is to be placed un the acenraey, the truth, the fairness,
or candour of such writers, the readers of the TARLET need not now
Le told. A word to Mr, Mackie and I coneiude. Know you not, Sir,
that “vood name in man aud woman is the immeodiate jewel of their
sonl,” and 1hat every other possession in comparison with that is the
vericst frash ; no better than the mire heneath our foet, Yet, yon
bave Iabonred, in ignorance let us hope, though certainly not in ex-
cusable ignorance, {o 10b Catholics of their zood name, If the prin-
ciples which you have so falsely, and o recklessly, amd so persistently
imputed to them were really beld by them, as they are not, Roman
Catholics would be unwoithy of {he respeet and econfidence of cvery
other elass in the community, Al men might justly regard them
with suspicion and aversion, not to say horror.  They would deserve
to be dizven out from the svcicty of Clubstinn or civilized men to
herd witl the worst of snvages, Even the worst of savages might, if
ihey only know yonrdescripiion of 1heir principles, aveid their com-
pany. #cee then, Sir, what a dreadful crime ¥you bave committed
against ug, er, at Ieast, done your st 1o peipeirate, Your conduct
i» nll the moie ¢ulpable, secing you Mefess 1o be a feaclier of the
religion of Jesus Clnist, whick iuculeates charity as the chicf of
Christian vittues,  You have deeply seandaiised Flis religion in the
oyes of men. You bave shown nocbarity to s, You have put the
worst possible consiruction on the words of our teachers. Yor have
-east guspicions when you can east nothing worse on cor character,
We bave recenlly seen a greal ciime commitied in the City of Glase
-gow by men who, like you, professed o burning zeal for the Preshy-
Ieiian religion, aad, of course, a corresponding aversion or horror at
the Catholic Chureh, ber people, and her teaching, W are told by
gomie of their indignant victims that these men have for years pask
Leen going about the streets clothed ostentalionsly in the gaib of a
pharisaic sauctity, at the very time when they were engaged seeretly
in & fiendish, cold-blooded scheme of unparullelled villuiny, which
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has brouglit ruin and despair, and even death, into many and wany
a once comfortable and happy liome.  Yet your offence is, in a moral
point of viuw, even greater than theirs ; inasmuch as the good name
of which you have soeght to ro% us all, is far more valuable than any
amount of money, or moncy's worth, can possibly be, I do not im-
pate your offence, nor that of ihe Glasgow bank directors, to your
religion, directly. The Presbyterian religion, no less than the
Catholie religion, denounces wilful falschood or fraud.  But the Re-
formation, as it has been falsely called, has seared, Las hardencd, the
conscience of Bcotchmen. Speaking of the Scottish ** Reformers,”
an able historian remarks, *‘The mind is perfectly amazed at the sight
of such deep and camplicated injustice, treachery, hypocrisy, sedition,
and forgery, as form the character of the men who subverted the
Catholic Church in Beotland.” Bome of the peculiar views of these
men are cvidently yet ingrained in the nature of not a few of their
modern admirers and followers cver in New Zealand. Till the
Ialsity called Beolch * Reformation™ be undone, we cannot hope to sce
Seotchmen do justice to others or thewsslves in any relatiou of life,
Happily it is now in process of being undone.
JOHN WooD,
Aunckiand, A)ril 16.
e e————t i}

CATHOLIC PICNIC, SIHAND'S TRACK.

el e
HAviNG been kindly invite'l by the Rev, Father Chervier to a pienie
to be held at the above place on Easter Monday, I took my departme
from Lytteltoun in company witlt a nnmber of ladies and gentlemen
by the 6.40 a.m. train, and after n ride (an unpleasant one of twenty
miles, which distance was negotiated in two hours, nine intermediate
stations being stopped) we found ourselves at Lincoln where » nnmber
of vehicles were in waiting to convey pleasurc-seckers from Sontis
bridge, Lecston, Doyleston, Springton and Yyttelton to Bhand's
Track, the place sclected to have the fote.  On our arrival at the
scene of festivities there was a very nice repnst prepared for the
visitols by Mys, M‘Cabe at the rosidence of the Rev. Father Chorvier,
to which ample justicc was doue, owing to a Jong ride in the
country.

The locality chosen to hwld the sports was a most appropriate
anc and reflected mucl eredit upon e taste and judgment of the
Commillec. It was a large paddock adjoining tlie garden of the
Liev, Father Chervier, the uss of which was kindly given by him
and almirably suited for the occasion.  Ou entering thire was
presented a pleasing aud picturesyue aspoct, flags of various sizes and
colonr were placed throughout, the most conspicuons being that
grand ol fag which floated out npon the brees: otheaven displaying
embaodied in its fiekd of green the golden Harpof Erin,  Little arouj 8
of picnickers were scattercd promiscously abount, and from the un-
mistakeable expressions of joy which were so plainty depicted on their
faces, it was easy to conjecture that a day of more then ordinary
amusement was anticipated, which I rogret o say was not realized,
The morning gave indications of a disagrecabie Jay, and it was feared
at first that the day would be a complete failure, aml theve wore some
thoughts of pestponing the entertabmnent but this circumstances
refidered hishly unadvisable, if not al'oyether impossible @ it was
therafore resolved to earry the matter through, and Father Chervier,
the indefaliziblie Chairman with his co-aljutors, sct himescl to
work in vrduer to effect this, displaying a goo 1 humour and undaanted
spirit which under the ciremmstinees were extremely deserving of

waise.

: The programme of sports was then gone into anl embraexd
runving, walking, and jumping matehes for men and boys, with
special contests for the young lates and girls, Mr. Thomas King
acted a5 starter and worked most energctically, appearing to be quite
in Lis clement,

The scveinl events on the progeamme were keenly contested and
the racing faiy, the vy liboral prz-s offered by the Committee
bringing together a large numb v of competitors,

Father Clervier who spemed to infuse a spirit of gaity especially
amongst the jnveniles, led off the grmes with as mueh hilavity as the
very youngest competitor,  The three-legmed race, for which there
were a number of entries, ercated great amusement and elicited roars
of lauuhiter,  During the iutervals of cach gawe refreshnents wero
plentifully supplicd.  The luncheen, vnder the superintendence of
Alrs, M'Cabe assistel Ly several ladies, was dome ample justice
to.

The weatlier unfortunately proved most disastrous, a porsistent
drizzle having set in abount oue o'clock, aud contimued daring the
afternoon, thus marring the enjoyment of the day to a considerable
exlent, and compelling the spectators, a gieat proportion of whom
were women and children to take shelter in the Church, snd the Rev,
Father Chervier's bouge, the Iatter place being literaliy crammed,
Ihere the social tcapot wag brought into use—a gool supply of bot
water being coustantly on hand—thanks to Mrs. M‘Cube's gool
management.

I'had for some time understood that the Christehureh Hibernian
Band was to have been in attendance, bat for some cruse unex plained
(probably owing to their taking part in the Oddfellows’ demonstra-
tion) they did nct put in an appemianee.  The calivening sounds of
a band would liave gone far towards counterbalanei g the dismal
cffects of the weather, A plensing feature i the days business was
the thoreugh goorl order which reigned, and the absence of those une
pleasautnesses which are incidental to lavge gatherings, Despite the
threatening agpect of the weather the Rev. Fatber Binsfield, of Ran-
giora. drove twenty-cight milos in order to be present on the oc
casion.

At about 5.30 pom. the Lyttelton visitors made a siait for Lowme,
and all seemed thorougly pleased with the kindness and attention
received at Shand’s Track, expressing a hope thatb they would soon
again assemble ab that viginity.

LYTTELTORIAN,
e rermm——————a.]

The Spanish and Portuguese Dishops sre issaing pastorals in
favour of Peter’s Pence,



