
A SPECIAL meetingof St Joseph's Branch, H.A.C.8.5., will take
placeon Mondayeveuing next toconsider the balance-sheet in con-
nection,with the late supper.

Ata committee meeting of the Dunedin Catholic Association,
held last Monday evening, the Vice-President in the chair, it was
resolved that a concertbe heldon the28th of nextmonth incelebra-
tion of the Ceutennary of Thomas Moore. The ballad poetryof the
Irishbard will comprise the chief items of the entertainment.

The 315th anniversary of Shakespeare's"birth, was celebrated by
theDunedinShakespeareClub on Wednesday eveninglast. TheRev.
R. A. Fitchett, 8.A., deliveredau address, aul severalreadings were
given, some musical selections were also pleasingly rendered during
the evening.

We understand that steps havebeen inaugurated in the diocese
of Wellington for vigorously carrying on the Catholic Missions
amongst the Maoris. Of the Marist Fathers those who speak the
Native tongue fluently are theRev. Fathers Lampila, Garin, Pezant,
Reignicr, Pertuis, and Morcau, and, in addition, the Rev. Father
Soulas, who has lately arrived from France, is studying the language
inquestion atNapier. A Maoriprayer-book also is being printedin
thatcity. Ithas been compiled andin part composed by the Sister
MaryJToseph,of the Order of Notre'Dames drs Missions.

We perceivethat there are seme errors, whichitis too late for
us now to correct, in the reply of his Lordship the Bishop to the
Address presentedtohim at St Joseph's Church, Dunedin. For '-hut
Igota glance at it yesterday,"&c., read

'"
Igot aglance at ityester-

day, but
"

&c. For"Ihavegiven a reply," read ''Ihave written a
reply."1 For "the most scandalous and violent attaok made by any
man," &c,read

"
The most scandalous and violentattack that could

be made,"'&c. For "Iwill say that, nomatter what the reason,or
nomatter what thehuman consequence," read "Iwill say that no
matter wbat the human cousequence."' For <: No greater injury has
been done to anypeople than that whichhas bsen shown to us,"read
"No greaterinjury has everbeen done to any people than that which
has baen done tous."' Certain typographical errors have also been
made inout third

"Topic." For
"goodliness"read

"
godliness." For."

W.D. Stewart," read
'"

Mr. W. D.Stewart."'

On Sunday last, theBoys attending theChristian Brothers' Schools
in Dunedin presentedanaddress of congratulation to his Lordship
theBishop of the Diocese. The Address, which was presented on
behalf of the pupils by Masters A. Court,C.Masterton and F.Walker
in one of the school halls,some time before the commencement, at
11a.m., of the PontificalHigh Mass, was read by Master Frederick
Walker, and ranasfollows:

—
"'

My Lord,
—

We, the pupils of the Christian Brothers' Schools,
Dunedin,respectfully approachyourLordship,to testify to you our
filial love,and tojoin our young hearts in the cordial felicitations
offered to youby your loving peopleon this happy day, the twenty-
thirdanniversary of your episcopalconsecration.

MyLord, weareyet too young to fnlly appreciate the sterling
good wrought in our midst by theuntiring efforts you have made,
andaredaily making, in thecause of our holy religion. But we are
not too young to value the goodof the priceless system of Christian
education which your zealous efforts haveprovidedfor us.

We have heardfrom our parents, and the goo'l Brothers who
instruct us, the great sacrifices made by your Lordship and your
excellent Clergy tosecure this greatboonfor us.

For this, and for themany personal acts of kindness we have
receivedfrom yourLordship,webeg to offer youour heartfelt thanks.

We trust that our career in after life will repay to some extent
the labours youhave undertaken for our welfare, and that we will
ever show ourselves worthy children of Holy Church, and zealous
defenders of herFaith.

Inconclusion, we pray thatGod, whoinHis gracious Providence
has ordained you tobe our chief pastor, may continue to bless you
and strengthen j'ou inyour arduous duties,until it shall please His
Divine Will tocall you to Himself, andgive you thereward reserved
for those whohave zealously labouredin His service.

This,my Lord,shall everbe the earnest prayer of yourhumble
anddevoted children— thepupilsof the Christian Brothers."

In reply his Lordshipsaid (we ta^e the report of this address
from theDailyTimes') i— lw My children, this address that you have
presented tome gives me thegreatest satisfaction and pleasure. It
is tome a source of great consolation to be enabled tocome here to-
day to see so many children assembled in this school-rojm. This
is the object for which I labour, and it is the first object
thatIhaveinview. Without a Christian education there is very
littlehope for any one in this worldor in the next, and if you are
deprivedof such an educationyour lotwillhevery deplorableindeed.
So far asIam concerned in thisgreat work, toomuch credithasbeen
given to me. PersonallyIcando verylittle indeed,andif you now
enjoy the greatblessing of Christian education,thisis clue principally
to the good Brothers whoinstruct yon, andto your ownopen-handed,
generousparents, who contributeso largelyfor themaintenanceof these
schools. My work is an easy one. Ihaveonly to suggest, todirect,
and toguide, but the greatlabour devolvesupon others, and, as you
know well, thatlabour has not been grudged. My reward for the
little Ihave done is already very great,and that reward consists in
seeing you here assembled in such large numbers, and already
beginning to set a proper value on the blessings that have been
vouchsafed to you. Ifyoucontinue as you are going on,' and be.
as Ihave no doubt you will be, zealous Catholics and good
members of society,Ishall be more than amply rewarded. Ishall
"say no morenow to you,asIshall have to reply to another address
in the course of the day,and the only other remark with which I
will troubleyouis this:thatitis for your own interest in time and
in eternity to co-operate zealously with those who are placed over
youin these schools. Be attentivehere, labour to profit by the in-
structions that youreceive;in theplayground act with charity and
aslittle Christian gentlemen. While going to and from school let
yourconduct bumarkedby the greatest propriety;andinyourhomes
prove by your obedience and docility, and the gentleness of your
demeanour to yenrparents, andall others that may know you, that
you haveleceived true andsolid lessons in theseschools,andprofited
largely by them. Iimpress upon you most earnestly to take mjr
advice,asIhave nodoubt you will. Depend upon it, by-and-bye
whenyou arrive at mauhood,^you will be filled with the greatest
giatitudc for theinnumerable Dencfits of which these schools have
been the source,and to the good Brothers who so devotedly attended
to your education. God bless you1

"

Mr.J.Fleming reports for the week ending April lGth,1879 :—:
—

Wholesale prices,newoats.2s4d to2sGd; old,2s 9d to 3sper bushel;
milling wheat,3s6d to3s 0d per bushel;chicks,2s Gdto2s 9cl ;barley,
malting, Gs to Gs 6d per bushel;feed, 3s to 3s Gd;pollard, £5 10s
per ton; bran, £4 per ton; flour, £9 per ton; oatmeal, £16 10s
per ton;potatoes, £4 5s per ton;hay, £4 per ton;chaff, £4 to
£4 10s per ton:straw, £2 5s per ton ; onions, 9s.

Mr. Skenb reports for the week ending April 23, 1879, as
follows :

—
Affairs are very quiet for men,but quite the reverse for

women. The farmers have not begun their winter ploughing in
earnest yet. Their wantsand the railway extension will soonabsorb
a great many. Couples andshepherdsare dull. The building trade
is still brisk. " The weakpointnow is, somany rush the townforany
wage— infact for abedand food. Eabbiters arc alwayson themove.
Storemen and clerks dull indeed. Wages :— Cooks, men and women.
20s. to 405.; waiters,boots, &c, 205., to 305.; couples, £75 to £90;
dairymen and boys,10s to235.; day labour. 7s. to s)s.;hotel girls,
13s. to 25s;ordinary do.,10s., 12s.155.; ploughmen and shepherds,
£33, £60, £63, and £70 ;blacksmiths, 10s;bakers, 40sand found.

A writer in theCineiunati Gazette says that 17,000,000 gallons
of alcohol is annually drunk in the United States, in the shape of
malt liquor.

Ox Monday the celebration of the anniversary was made in these
schools. The events of the day began in St. Joseph'sSchool, where a
shortplay waspleasingly acted, andsomemusic, both vocal and in-
strumental, performed by the pupils, who also presenteda purse con-
taining a substantial contribution to the Cathedral Building Fund,
aud the following Address :—:

—"'
Moist Reverendand Beloved Father,— Itis with great joy and

THE DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOLS.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, April 25, 1879.

CELEBRATION OF THE BISHOP OF DUNEDIN'S
TWENTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF CONSECRATION.

except for such as having learned to readhave failed to read toany
good purpose. Itis hard toseehow themassacreof St. Bartholomew
can furnishanargumentinfavour of the expensivenessof denomina-
tional educationinthenineteenthcentury. But then we are stupid
Papists,andcannot be supposed to possess commonsense. We beg
torefer "An Independent Thinker

"
to the first of our "Current

Topics" this week. Here he will see how an able English writer
regards thematter. Itwill be seen that, were the secular system
established inEngland, instead of the denominational, the rates for
educating the same number of children now at school would be
£6,750,000, whereasatpiesent the annual grant to schools amounts
toonly £1,851,796. This disposesof the St.Bartholomew argument
prettyconclusively,and we recommend it to thecareful consideration
of

"
AnIndependentThinker."

gladness that weare assembled here to-day to congratulate you on
the twenty-third-anniversary of your Episcopal consecration. We
offer youmore than our congratulations,but less than is clue to you,
our devoted Pastor. We give you the deep, loving gratitude of our
hearts for all youhavedone for us and for all the other children that
have attended these schools during the last eight years. Under"
God,weowe to youandto the nunsyoubrought fromIreland for our
instruction, allthe advantages we enjoy. Notcontentwithmakingin-
numerable sacrifices to buildandmaintain ourschools, and togiveus
good,kind instructresses, youhavetaughtusyourself,andopenedtous
thepathofreligionandscience. InreturnforyourLordship'sunwearied
efforts topromoteour spiritual and temporal welfare,we shall con-
tinue still moreearnestly than hitherto the prayerswhich we have
beenaccustomed tooffer twice each day foryour Lordship, that God
may spare you for verymany yearsinhealthandprosperitytogovern,
this diocese, andgive you themeansofspreadingfarandwide schools
of virtue and learning such as we enjoy here. We also beseech the
Almighty toenableyou to erecta cathedralworthy of Him, and we
beg yourLordship'sacceptance of the accompanying small contribu-
tion towardsthat object. Invoking Heaven's choicest gracesonyour
Lordship,we most humbly beg your fatherly blessing on ourselves,
our parents,andour homes." The Bishopmade a suitable reply.

Inthe afternoonhis Lordshipvisited the Convent High School,
where, incommemoration of the occasion, the Catholic young ladies
presentedhim with a stolebeautifully embroidered in gold. After-
wards the more advanced pupils went through some scenes from
Moliere in the original French, together with an English
operetta. The performance was extremely creditable, and
displayed valuableevidence of the progress the pupils are making
under* the careof the goodnuns.
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