
average tone and temper of a class; its position relatively to
the other sections of the community in education, birth, and af-
fluence;its meanspecificgravity ofability, energy,andself-sacrifice;
its powers of geniality and intuition, whichenable itto maintainits
convictionsictions withoutcausing needless offence;such are some of the
elementswhich determine the social standing of anybody ofmen,
and whichnoAct of Parliament can touch. ... So long as a
substantialproportionof Dissenting Ministers are men of inferior
education andof intolerably dependent position, so long will their
dead weighthelp to drag down theircolleagues in the socialscale."So far the Quarterly. We donot see,then, that our Nonconformist
friendsneed so congratulate themselveson thepaucity of theirmem-bers who have joined the Catholic Church. It would appear the
AnglicanEstablishmentwhichworshipslike"Baal's priestsonMount
Carmel"bids fair tocarryoff alltheculture andrefinementthatthey
are capable of producing, and their conventicles must continue
the resort only of asuperstitiousportionof theilliteratemob, or elsego wholly to thewall. As to the stampede out of their enclosure
madeby the educatedelement,whocan wonder at it ? Coarsenessis
everywhere detestabletoallmen of refinement or gentlemanly feel-ing, but above all is it most detestable when connected with re-
ligion.

portionofa shortnotice, which werecommend, together withahex-
tract to befoundin another.column, to especialattention:

— "Paul
Fevalhas beenformany years known as a popular novelist; The
disclosures hehas made,whowroteagainst theJesuits, and why they
didso, with theoverturesmade tohimself to join the band ofmer-
cenary writers, whoareunfortunately ever ready to take any side
that willpaybest,aregraphically described. The characters of the
diplomatists and persecutors of the Jesuits, Choiseul in ..France,
PombalinPortugal,ArandainSpain, and the smaller intriguers of
otherplaces are faithfully portrayed, as are the portraituresof the
saintly heroismofFrancis Xavier, the persevering devotion ofthe
wonderful Reccio. andthe courageousand single-hearted workof the
societyin its Asiatic, American, and other Missions." Such is the
natureof thetrue testimony thatis borne tothe merits of the great
Society ;astothe false,we finditmixedwith thefilthtb*tdisgraces
such pages as thoseofEugene Sue, relying on the anonymity of the
author of "Le Maudit," or, it may be, swept tip here and^^resecond-hand by men of imperfect education, weak intellect, and
extremebigotry, whobelieve that it is for the spiritual benefit of"ProtestantChristians," theyidentifythemselveswithAtheistwriter*
abroad,thehangers-onof the"reptile fund"athorae,andunspeakable
offscouringssuchas those of theParisian streets,ofwhomweharebut
nowreceivedsomelancholy apicture, for they too,fromtheirearliest
years,have beentaught tojeer at the Catholic priest. Nevertheless
the oldproverbholdsgood, and will continue to do so.

"Dit moi
quituhantes etje tediraigui ttieg," or in plain English, "Birdscfi
a feather flock together."

M.Othenin d'Hatjssonville,in thearticle writtenby himin
the Revuedes Dev.vMondes, from aportionofwhich wegave quota-
tions last week,bears alsohis testimony to the inefficacy of secular
education to influence thehigher life. He goes on to treat of the
methodin which theyoung criminalsofwhom he speaks are dealt
withduring thetime of their imprisonment, whensuch takesplace;
and, in describing the centralprison of Poissy he says:

"They allgo
regularly and for severalhours a day toschool; their educationmay
indeedbe carriedon there toquiteanadvancedpoint, foralmost all
of them, when they arrivein thehouse, already know how to read,write, and do a little arithmetic. At the time of my lastvisit,
there were only tyro of those who were there wholly illiterate;afurther proof, let it be remarked in passing, of the slight direct
influence of instruction on crime." Fartheron hepointsout what
mannerof schoolitis in which they have been educated. He says:"

The chaplain, whose cloth they have heard jeered at from their
infancy, themoment he has turned his back,is, for them,a subject of
mockery. The schoolmaster succeeds better,for study relieves their
monotony." The writer, however, evidently a man of valuable
experienceonsubjects of this kind,has no faith in bare secularism,'"But," continues he, "withoutunder-rating thefutureusefulness of
the lessons taught them,Iamnot oneof those whobelievein the re-
generating virtuesof arithmetic or geography, separatedfrom moral
teaching. Now against moral teaching they arenot less rebellious
thanagainst religious teaching; from which, besides,itis so difficult
to distinguish it where youthful understandings are concerned."
Their condition, then, is but little hopeful; they are the genuine
nurselings of secularism, They have been taught toread and write
and cipher;but tbey werealso tauaht tomock atreligion; the very
sight of a priest furnishes them with a subject for their biting wit,
and the courseof their life is written on their faces, notwithstanding
the higher studies to which their imprisonmententitles them. "It is
enough toexamine their countenances to understandthe obduracyin
.v.liich they live.. .Isought on these young faces for anexpression
of repentance,of sadness, or even of seriousness ;Ididnot findit.
Indifference andbravado were alone to be read there." There is,
however, aprison-school wheremorehopeful results areobtained;it
is thatof LaPetite Roquette,aprisoninwhicharedetained offenders
of less than 1G yearsof age, and we recognise a testimony borne to
the value of religious teaching in the statement that there, of four
teachers, one is a priest,and twoothers members of a religious order.M,d'Haussonvillewrites asfollows :

"
The evilis acertainnumberof

children remain tooBhort a time at La Petite Roquette. The short
term of their stay woulddiscourageeveryone else but the excellent
director, M. Brandreth,who applieshimself withan admirable zeal,
during these fewweeks, tore-awakenin the souls of the children the
sleeping moral sentiment, to refresh thehalf-forgottenschool memo-ries,or to impress on the completely illiterate the first elements of
primary instruction. He is assisted inhis task by achaplainandtwo
Brothersof the Christian Doctrine, and this combination of efforts,
thank God, isnotlost."

Some three or four yearsago M. Paul Feval, one of the most
brilliant French writers ofthe day,authorof the

"
Duke'sMotto,"and

severalother high class novels, renounced free-thought and became
reconciled to theChurch. Since that time M. Peval hasgivenhis
powerfulintellect over to the service of religion, and amongst the
rest he has writtena history of the Jesuits, whose excellence is well
testified to by the fact that, although recently published, it has
already run through teneditions in the original French. Thework
has now been translated in America into English, and it eeems
rapidly growingthere inpopularity. We have not yet been able to
procure a copy ofit,but wehopeerelong to lay a review of itbefore
ourreaders, Meantime weclip froma contemporary the following

A gentlemanin Tapanuihasgivenusa
"-warming,"or,at least

strivento the bestof his abilities to give us one in a letter to the
Tapanui Courier. We shouldnot,however, have thought anything
unusual aboutithadhe notat thesame time " warmed"theChristian
Record,and positively scalded the ChitJta Leader,whichnewspaper
heasserts to possess a "

clumsy andvenomousstyle," and tobein
other respectsjust asbad as the Tabletor the Record. This gentle-
man,whosigns himself "Plain Truth," and who is certainly plain
enough whateverelse hemaybe,evidently thinks thatpeopleought
toleave theirconsciences behind themwhen they embark for these
colonies,and perhapsitmaybe that hehimself having done so has
neverexperiencedany inconvenience forloss of thecast-away. But
this isbeside thequestion; whatconcerns us is that he accuses the
Tablet of being in the same boatwith the Record and the Clntlm
Leader,and as such he accusesus of seeking torevivehere" threshed
out disputes"andby suchmeansendeavouringto

"engender sectarian
andnationalhatred." He alludes especially to theattack on Gury's
theology and the defenceof it published in our columns. Now we
stoutly deny that we have done anything at all approaching that
which we arecharged withdoing. We simply contradicted and ex-
poseda false,and infamous, charge, made in pure wanton mischief
against certain, unoffending gentlemen, wao had come to settle
amongstus CatholicsinNew Zealand for ourbenefit and that of our
children. Inourplacewouldnot

"
PlainTruth"havedone the same

notwithstanding that suspicionof a derelict conscience? Suppose,
for instance, ithadbeenhis owncase

—
weassumehimtobe a gentle-

man engaged in rural pursuits in the neighbourhood ofTapanui.
Had a correspondentthen written a letter tothe Courier andadvised
allits readers to beware of letting theirbullocksgraze in the neigh-
bourhoodof MountPlainTruth, for"If they do," sayshe, " thepolice
will speedily be lookingout toidentify hides," orit mightbe:"The
grounds in thatlocality are laiddown withpoisonedbreadandbutter
ostensibly todestroy stray dogs,but with therealintentionof poison-
ing somechildrenagainst whose parents the proprietor entertains a
grudge." We fancy that under such circumstances"PlainTruth's"
commandof strong language would be called into requisition;and
that he would not consider himself deserving to be stigmatised
because of it as worthy only to "be deported at jonce out of the
country aa a firebrand andprostitutedhireling." Butthis isprecisely
how the Eev. editor of the Christian Record acted by the Jesuit
Fathers,novr residentnearDunedin, and by all Catholics here and
elsewhere at the same time. Ifmen whopreach on Sunday thecom-
mandment about bearing false witness, on Friday themselves bear
such witness, and accuse us, who may without the least^Kt-ceit boast of being as reputable of life as they are, of muraer,
theft, and every abomination, how shall we stigmatise their
cooduct as it deserves to be stigmatised; respect for our own
columns withholds us from fully doing so, for such men deserve
neither respectnor mercy. Itwas such men whostarted this "ugly
controversy" and the Tablet has but actedinitas it wasits bounden
duty to act. No man of common candour can say otherwise.The Eev.Lindsay Mackie, when he was questioned concerning his
action, repliedwith animpertinent smirk, that he consideredhe was
actingin the interests of"Protestant Christians," and wehave since
seen the same,or words to thesame effect, repeated simperingly in
the ChristianRecord. Itmay,perhaps,interesthis Reverence,then,
to learn that thereareProtestants in theprovince,probablyChristianstoo, whodonot approveofhis action. "PlainTruth

"
includeshim

amongst the " firebrandsandprostitutedhirelings" who should be
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