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amongst & number of systems that have a common origin, all of them
are diving, or none are so. “ We have found -1l kinds of virtue and
spiritual aspiration in places where, for a long time, we had been
tanght tolook for degradation only ; and the conclusion that at once
suggests itself is that, since fruth iy apparently diffused everywhere,
it is concentrated nowhere.” Rut from a Catholic point of view this
wns to be expected, Revealed religion is natural religron with some-
thing superadded to it ; henee all religions will have much in com-
mon. The Catholic Chureh is a human organism capable of receiving
the Divine Spirit, and such have all other religions bodies virtually
attempied tobe. From the Caiholic standpoint they are so many
incomplete and abortive Catholicisws, and they tend to confirm the
supremacy of the Church, They ean no more prove the contrary
than the fact of a number of arrows baving bit the target prevents
Aut recognising that one has hit the centre,  Buthow are we to know
‘that it is-the Catholic Chureh that has bitthe centre, To answer this is
& long matter, but it issimplificd townrds those who have not looked in
search of a creed beyond the Christian world, It may be enough to
point out that Catholicism alone has recognised what dogmatism
really implies, and what will be demanded of it, and has rnde pro-
vision to meet these demands,  “ She slone has seen that if there is
to be any infaliible voice in the world at all, this voice must be an
cver living one, as capable of speaking now as it ever wasin the past ;
and that, as the world's capacities for knowledge grow, the teacher
shall be alwsys able to unfold to it a fuller teaching, The Catholic
Church is the only historieal religion that can conceivably adapt itself
to the wants of the present day, without virtually ceasing to be itself.
1t is the only religion that can keep itsidentity without losing its life,
and keep its life withont losing its identity ; that can enlarge its
teachings without changing them ; that can he always the same, and
yeb be always developing.” There remain the moral and historical
objeetions ; a part of the former have already been removed.  “The
conception of Catholicism will be seen to involve mno real want of
charity ; and it will have been seen also, in some degree, how little
the complexity of theology, and still less of its constitution, destroys
the simplicity of its religion.” Let us consider the point more fully :
many writers contrast natural religion with orthodoxy in general,
particularly Catholicism, praising the former as simple, and deriding
the laiter as the very reverse. Nabural religion isin one sense simpler
than revealed, but merely becanse it can have no authoritative scionce
of itself. “Tt is simpler for the same reason that a boy’s account
of having given himself a headache is simpler than the physician’s
wounld be.” Tho boy's account wonld be the simplest but not the
truest.  “The simplinity of a religion and the complexity of theolog
are not opposed to each other; and the contrast between the twois an
essentinlly false and superficial one.' Buat, setting aside theology,
the simplicity of a religion cannot tost its probable truth, ¢ And in
the case of natural religion, what is called simplicity is in generai
nothing more than vagueness, The religion of the Catholic
Church, however. as apart from its theology, is something far simpler
than is supposed by the outside world i andl there is not a point in it
that hins not a direct moral meaning for us, and is not ecaleulated to
have a dircet effoct on the spirit,” The outside world can only reach
all this through explanations, and the explanation is always far more
complex than the apprehension of the thing itsclf; thus the ontside
world misjudges. It is so, for instance, with regard to the invoeation
of saints.  The doetrine of purgato ¥, o, has long been a stumbling-
block tothe Protestant world, but the view men take of itischanging.
“Tt is becoming fast recognised on 2’ sides that it is the only doctrine
that ean bring a belief in future rewards and punigshments into any-
thing like nccordanee with our noticns of what is just or reasonable,
and, 5o far from its being a superflnous superstition, it will be scen to
be just what is demanded at once by reason and morality ; and a
belief in i amounts not only to an intellectual assent, but to a har-
monising and completion of the whole moral ideal. The same too
will be found to hold true of the whale Catholie veligion. ., . To
sum up, then, if we would obtain a true view of Catholicism, we must
begin by making o clean sweep of all the views that, as outsiders, we
have been taught to entertain about her. We must, in the first place,
learn to conceive of her as p living, spiritual body, as infaltible and
’ anthoritative now as she ever was, with her eyes nndimmed and
cr strength not abated ; continning to grow still as she hascontinued
to grow hitherto : and the growth of the new dogmas that she may
from time to time enuneiate, we must leain to sce are, from her stand-
point, signg of life and not sigus of corruption. And further, when
we come to look into her more closely, we must separate earefully the
diverse elements we find in her—hey discipline, her pious opinions,
her theology, and her religion,” If she be faitly Jooked nt in 1ibis
way, and it be admitted that we helong to o apiritnal world, and that
we there are free and responsible

agents, there witl be no new diffi-
eunlty enenuntered in admitting to the full the supernatural elaims of
Catholicista. The historieal difficulty now alone remains to be con-
sidered, but it is impessible here to deal with it, * Ido not underrate

it ; but I think others have overrated it. +  Any apology {for
Romanism is to many a very distusteful thing ; but such petulant and
vnlgar prejudice as this should never be given way io.  The Roman

Church exists, and exists as a power in the world ; and whether she
be an encmy to be destroyed, or a saviour to be clung to, it is equally
important that we should estimate her full strength. It is idle to
waste our arguments and our savcasm on Protestantism only, If we
think that Christinnity is false, and is doing an evil work in the
world, Iet us meet it and combat it in its strongest and most coherent
form, The Church will not shrink from these attacks, BShe will
rather court them, Only sce me, she says, what Ireally am,and then
strike me as foreibly as you will or can.”

THE CHURCH IN AMERICA,

—_———

{From the American letter of the Wellington Chrenicle.)

THE progress of Roman Catholicism upon this Continent isone of the
most phenomenal things upon record, For the first half of this
century, and later, Catholicism was at a disconnt in the United
States. The second generation of immigrants rarely remained true
to the church, Now, all this is changed. Caiholicism is an aggres-
sive foree, and numbers more converts than all other religions bodies
put together. Two canses are credited with this result, peghaps
three. The Cotholic Hierarchy was well chosen, and counted in its
ranks scholars and politicians of great plety and courtly manners.
They concentrated their efforts in large centres of population, and
surrounded themselves with elergy largely embued with o missionary
spirit—-men of clean lives and piire manners, They founded schools
and charities, and built splendid churchs in most conspicnous places,
in the very heart of American Protostantism. Their female schools
and seminaries were especiaily well managed, and gradually gave
tone to the richer classes who did not eare to subject their danghters
to the levelling method of the public schools. The poor were aitracted
by their munificent charities, the rich by their enlture, reﬁnemenf,
and liberal views. Soon they extended from town to hamlct._ ﬂ_ﬂtﬂ
now the Catholic Clurch is indubitably the most active religions
agency in America. No going back from the faith among the new-
comers now ; Catholicism is not the religion of the poor and un-
cducated, but rises above all other systems by its generous culture
and attention fo the wants of the poor, OF course this is the outline
as men see it, and the Catholics from the old country are prond of the
standing of their Chuich, and cling to it tenacionsly. The third
cause is fonnd in the utter worldiness and insincerity of Protestant
communions, If ever dry-rot may be said to have taken hold upon
a religious system, then dry-rot has taken possession of the Protestant-
ism of this country. It is without vitality or sympathy,and repela
ratber than attracts the masses. It is no exaggeration to say that
were Jesus Christ to walk into one of our fashionable churches, just as
be appearcd in the temple, he would be expelled by the janitor lest
he should soit the velvet cushions of the sanetuary raised for his
worship, Protestantism, as a religions system, exists only for the
rich in this conntry ; and I am compelled fo say that it bc,a,ara fruit in
season, judging by the plentiful cropof pious “high-toned * swindlers,

These general remarks lead me to mention the bankruptey of
Archbishop Purcell, the venerable Archbishop of Cincinnati, He has
been so deeply humiliated that he has forwarded his resignation home,
He foanded a nmnber of orphan asylums in Cincinnati, built & mag-
nificent church, and built and endowed three Jarge schools. Thousands
of the poor and neglected bad their daily bread there. Bui the Arch-
bishop was not a financier. He became deeply invalved in debt, and
just when these charities were wanted most they utterly failed. He
attempted foo much. The work of a life-time was spoilt by failure
at the close, and although an effort is being made to liquidate his
debt by private subseription, the stigma of failore remains. I men-
tion this, because the magnitude of the charities of the Catholic
Church in Cincinnati is not greater in degree than in other eities, In
New Orleans, for example, there are chavities conducted by the
Cathulie Church which would do hononr to any age or civilisation,
But as many subjects, especially chureh structares and schools, are
undertaken in faith, it follows that in dull years or periods of gencral
stagnation, the funds will beshort and failure or embarrassment ensue.
The cxample of Archbishop Purcell should not be worthless. A little
worldly wisdom, as a seasoning to faith, would not be without value
in the administration of the American branch of the Cﬂthoh.c Church.
Portestant churches are ran on a bnsiness basig, and faith has no
place in the ealculation of those who manage them,
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CELESTIAL SKILL.

—_———

ThE skill displayed by the Chinese in earving ivory balls into cach
other has excited the ‘wonder and admiration of Eunrcpeans. Noth-
ing can afford a grenter proof of patience and perseverance, as well
as of the taste of 4 Chinese handicraftsman, than one of these elegapt
baubles, each hall being exquisitely carved, and ne two alike in
pattern. Tach of these balls rolls freely within that which encloses
it, and is visible through apertares, so that, however many there may
be, the beanties of cach may be examined and the number of the
whole counted, The labor of two years is not unfrequently bestowed
on e production of a single toy, which is formed oul of a solid globe
of ivory, and has no junetion in any part., The outside of this globe
is first carved in some very opea pattern, and is then carefully cut
with a fine, sharp instrument through the openings, until & complcte
coating is detached from the solid part inside, as the peel of an
orange might be loosened with a scoop from the fruit without being
taken off. ~ One ollow bail is thus formed, with a solid ball inside of
it. The surface of the inner ball is then carved throngh the inter-
stices of the onter ove, and, when finished, is subjected to the same
operations as the first, and thus a gecond hollow ball is produced,
still with o solid one of smaller dimi nsions fuside. This Process 1s
repeated again and again, the dificultics increasing as the work pro-
ceeds, il at length a small ball, of the size of & marble, is left in the
centze, which is also ornanicated with fizures eut upon it, and then
the inpenious but uscless bauble is cotnpleted, This process is said
to be performed under water,—Bosfon Llerald,



