
cuthim tothe bone. _But theconcludingpartof the Bishop's letter
wa* the unkindest cut of all, in my opinion. It looked like an
attempt tomake the "First" minister practice justice,gentlemanly
manners, andChristian charity "oncompulsion;" weshall seeif he
succeed. Ishallbe agreeably disappointedif hedo. Iwould have
liked ifBishopMoranhadleft the" First" minister tomake a volun-
taryandgraceful apology after he found how cruelly he had been
deceivedand his.credulity practised upon by the Melbourne Cross.
What aprofanationinsuch apaperassuming such aname! Butthe
Melbourne Cross andDunedin ChristianRecordhaveinthisinstance
only acted as the Protestant pulpit -and Press generally have
acted ever since the birth of Protestantism. They volularily
or involuntarily have practised a system of gross and
shameful.deception on the. people in regard to Catholic matters.
To ask such deceivers tomake reparationor apologies tothose whom
they have wronged,-or tried to wrong,has usually proved idleand
vain. The only resulthas been to make themrepeattheir calumnies
and try to justify them. Letus hope the "First" minister will be an
exception. He owesCatholics not only an apology, but thefullest
andmost ampleapology which the English language can possibly
express for the atrocious, and we may well call them devilish,
calumnies he has been the means of circulating against them so
recklessly. He owessuch anapology,not only to Dr.Moranand the
Catholicclergy generally, who areour spiritual guides and teachers,
buttoevery memberof the Catholic laity. As theCatholic Church
believesso theCatholic laity believes. A wrongdone,or attempted
to bedone, to the character of the "Catholic clergy is done toevery
even the humblest, member of the Catholic laity. The "First"
minister may rely" upon it we feel it as such. As wellmayhe
expect that a grateful and affectionate child would read without
indignation somefoul caluihuy published againsthisparents,asthat
the Caiholic laity would read unmoved<«uch slanders against the
CatholicChurch ashehas just publishedinhis Record. He expects
possibly by such unworthy means to damage the good name of the
Catholic schools for higher education in this colony, and set the
people against them. But just and sensible Protestants willnot so
easily be imposedonnow. The Protestantworldis toowell informed
for that in thesedays of cheap books and Catholicnewspapers and
other Catholic literature. The reign of Protestant prejudice and
ignorance is fast drawing to a close. Perhapsevenin this colony it
is declining. Ifthe"First

"
minister wishesto avertthis, andkeep

Protestantismup,he willpublish nomoresuch articles as that which
Dr. Moranhas repliedto. IEhedo persist, he will therebyset edu-
cated Protestants of good will to enquire into the real tenets of the
Catholic Church; When any sincere Protestant does this inaspirit
ofhumility, and relyingon theDivineguidance, heishalf a Catholic
already,and will verysoon become a full-blown "RomanRecruit,"
if he only honestly persevere in his researches. The credulity of
illiterate orhalf-educated Protestants in regard to Catholicmatters
asmisrepresentedby the Protestant pulpit and press, is evennow
amazing. Butit is nothingnowcomparedto whatit wassome forty
or fifty yearsback. Ifthe Protestant public were weak enouehto
believe such menasthe editors of the Melbourne Southern Cross and
Dunedin Christian Recordthey would believethat theJesuits, or in
other words the Roman Catholic Church,havehadthedaring impiety
to promulgate a new Decalogue diametrically opposed to that
given to Moses on theMount. ThenewCatholic, orJesuit, Decalogue,
if webelieve theRecord and others of his cloth, teaches theduty of
worshipping idols or false gods. Ittcachc-h tbeft, lying, murder, and
impurity. No wonder they say that there shouldbe somany bad
Catholic people everywhere. Unfortunately Catholics, no less than
Protestants, oftenviolate the moral law as containedinthe Decalogue
withoutscruple. The "First"minister, for exampledoes notseem to
paymuch respect tothatpartof the Mosaic Decalogue, which says:"Thou shallnot bear false witnessagainst thy neighbour." He vio-
lates it without hesitation, and in a way the most shameless and
shocking. Would an action for defamation of chaiocter not lie
against the Record for theinsult, A public body, no less than an
individual, may be defamed, and entitled to legalredress, Ibelieve.
The Record"x article bears malice on its face, or inexcusable, and
criminal ignorance.

Johx Wood.
Auckland, January,1879.

meanwhile employ every.legitimatemeans to*bring aboutthe repeal,
ormodification, of the unjust and insane law by which weareop-
pressed. '

Our position is this:our holy faith requires that Catholicchildrenshall be taught religion and morality along with secularknowledge. Hence, thepresent purely secular systemisutterly re-
pugnant toour conscientiousconvictions. Yet we arc constrainedto
pay taxesfor the supportof a system which weabhor, and of which
we arcdebarredby conscience fromavailingourselves. And,further,
nothing is giveninaidof the schools which we approve, and which
wehaveerectedatgreatcost andsacrifice. Is not our case parallel
to thatof £he Dissentersin England, and the Catholics in Ireland,
who wereformerly obligedtopay church ratesfor an Establishment
whose tenets they did not admit? Good sense and justice have
abolished thoseobnoxious churchratesinEngland andIreland,and
erelong, wehope,they will sweepawnyourpresentgallinggrievance.
What we want is that theStateshouldpayusonly forsecular results.
The so-called religiousdifficulty is, in a great measure, asfar as we
areconcerned,of easy solution, by the introduction of onauxiliary
system of paymentby results underGovernmentinspection. Letany
fairnumber ofpersons be free to establish a school under theEduca-
tion Act, whichwouldreceive theperiodicalvisit ofaGovernmentin-
spector, and let all, and only, such pupils as wouldreacha fixed
secular standard,obtainaliberal grant. Let thisbe thefundamental
principleround whichallminor practicaldetails wouldrevolve. This
system would greatly stimulatesecular instruction, secure the rights
of conscience,and be alasting bond of social peace and harmony.
Letuspray that God,by whom"Kings reign,andLawgiversdecree
just things,"mayturn theminds andhearts of our rulers tocounsels
of fairnessand justice, and that,come what may, our childrenmay
keep inviolate the priceless treasure of their Catholic faith and
morality."Now the God of peace bewith yonall. Amen." (Romans
xv.33.)

£< FRANCIS,
Bishopof Wellington.

Given at Wellington on the11th day ofFeb.,1879.
Regulations.

All whohavearrived at the yearsof discretionarebound to goto
Communionwithin Easter time, which,in theDiocese of Wellington,
begins onthe first Sunday inLent,and ends on Trinity Sunday,both
days included.

Alldays inLent,except Sundays, aredaysof fast andabstinence,
subject to the following regulations which* we make in virtue of
special faculties received from theHoly Sec :—:

—
1. We grantpermission for theuse of flcfch meatat dinner

onlyon allMondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and also on
all Saturdays except two,viz., the second Saturday in
Lentandthelast.

2. Lard and dripping may be used after the mannerof
butter atall meals on all days of fast and abstiuence
during Lent (and also on all Fridays and fast days
throughout theyear) with the exception of the first and
la^tWednesday ofLent,andGoodFriday.

3. White meats— suchasbutter, milk, cheese, and eggs—
arc allowed on all days at allmeals, with the exception
of AshWednesday, and the Wednesday and Friday of
Holy Week.

4. Fish and flesh arcnot allowed at the same meal dur-
ingLent.

There is neither fastnor abstinenceonSundays inLent.
All who havecompleted their 21st year are bound to fast and

abstain— unless excusedby the stateof their health or thenature of
their employments— according to the regulations stated above:and
.ill who Lavearrived at the useof reason, though not bounl to fast
before the completionof their 21st year, are nevertheless bound 1o
abntuiu from the useof flesh meaton the days appointed

—
unless ex-

empted for a legitimatecause, of which the respectivePastors areto
be the judges.

The clergy are requestedtoread this Pastoral from the several
altars assoon aspossible, and to causea copy of its regulations to be
placed duringLentin a conspicuousplaceintheirrespectivechurches
audchapels.

FRANCIS,
Bishop of Wellington.

The usual collection for the Holy See will be made inall the
Missions of our Diocese on the feast of Saints Peter and Paul, the
iJ'Jth of June.

BISHOP MORAN AND THE EDITOR OF THE
CHRISTIANRECORD.

Many attempts havebeen, made to penetrateinto the interiorof
Greenlandfrom the west coast, but, until this summer, with little
success. Three Danish gentlemen, Messrs. Jensen, Komerup, and
Groth,under the direction os theCommission for scientific explora-
tionin theDanish colony, started to exploreand Burvey the coast
between GodhaabandFredeiikshaab. Lieutenant Jensen took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to make an excursion into the interior
over the ice. The aim was to reach several mountainpeaksrising
outof theice. The baggagewas placedin three small sledges of the
travellers own, and the* toilsome journey commenced on July 14.
After twodays the loose snow accumulated on the sufaceof the ice
to such anextent that the journey became very dangerous, while
they continually sank inconcealed crevasses and holes,saving them-
selves only by adopting the Alpine expedientof attaching them-
selves to each other witha rope. Thesurface oftheice wasgenerally
undulating, but there werealso many ruggedpartsandchasms which
rendered the journey a very difficult one. It was foggy nearly the
whole time, andonJuly 23 a snowstorm cameon. On the 24th the
expeditionreached the footof themountain referred toabove. Then
came on another storm which lasted for six days with continuous
snow and fog:the travellers weresnowblind. The weathercleared
on the31st, when the ascent of the mountain might be undertaken
with some prospect of snecefes. Tim height was estimated at about
5,000 feet abovesea level,andon the other side of the mountain, as
far asthe eyecould reach, ice sheets aud glaciers wereseen, andnot
the smallest speck of land free from ice. After finisning their obser-
vations the expeditionreturned,and reached their starting-pointon
August», havingbeenaway for twenty-thi cc days. The mountain
referredto was45 miles from thecoast.— Times,

The Catholic andProtestant laity both ought to thank the minister
of the "First Church." He has been the means of causing Bishop
Moran " writea very interesting letter in the Tablet containing
some things whichIbelieve are "

not generally known" either to
Catholics or Protestants. By the way,what is the meaning of the
name "

First Church ?" It seems an odd and, not to speak irre-
verently, a queername fora church. Wehaveallheardof the Catho-
lic Church, the English Church, the Presbyterian Church, and we
know what these words mean. But a "First Church"'

—
NoInever!

Why "First?
"

Is it the biggest, the finest church inDunedin, or
the worshippersin it, are they piominent in Christian piety and
alms deeds, inliberality and refinement andhigh principlesof justice
andhonour aboveall other Dunedinites? The title seems to savour
somewhat of vanity,and ostentation. Perhaps the llev. Lindsay
Mackiemay tell us at a distance, the reason why it is so called.
Bishop Moranhas hammered theminister of the First Church, andI
presume we mustcall him the firstminister ofDunedin, terribly;and
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