
We donot as a rule lay any very great stress on conversions to
the Catholic faith. Ifthe converts arc persons of anynote, andon
the partof whomany considerable change or movement wouldclaim
attention,orif any other circumstancesmake themattermore orless
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thingalleged tohave taken place at a certain church in Dunedin,
evidentlyKnoxChurch. We nowfind that there is no truth what-
everin thematter alludedto,andhasten toexpress ourregretat hav-
ingbeenmisled by a statement that, it seems, had no foundation.
Atthe sametime,perhaps, we mayhave furnished the opportunity
for contradictingareportthatotherwise might havegone the rounds
unnoticed. A letterinour correspondencecolumn will fully explain
thematter.

wellas any of the authorised Christian teachers of the day. Only
think of the sort of coves who first taught Christian doctrine, and
you will sec that the idea of its requiring any kind of peculiar
qualification todo so is ridiculous. Any savage in the landis fully
qualified to write a gospelif he only took it intohis head todo so."Andconsidering thekind of men who first taught the Christian
faithbeforeitwas reducedto ascience, there seems no valid reason
whyheshouldnot." So says our contemporary,wbose thoughts, as it
becomesa trusty henchman ofour great Attorney-General, seem to
run on

"science." However, weareto knowallaboutitnextMarch.
Te Whiti is then topublish his new religion, andwhatever it may
be, whether eclipsing Dr. Cumming, Mr. Spurgcon, His Grace of
Canterbury,andthe Pope, ornot,of one thing wearecertain, thatit
mayMieagreatdealbetter,andcannot possibly be more degrading
or mischievoustosociety than is secularism, the creed of the Grey
Government.

Our contemporary the OtagoDaily Time* published an article
on Wednesday laston the Agar-Ellismixedmarriage case,whichhas
latelybeen finally decided, and to which we referred some few
months back, pointingout to our readers the impossibility of rely-
ingon thepromises madeby non-Catholicspreviousto theirmarriage
with Catholics as to the faith in which their children should be
educated. Our readers will recollect thatMr. Agar-Ellis, amember
of theEnglish untitled aristocracy had pledged his solemn word to
Miss Stonor, whomhe desiredtomarry,thatallchildren bornof their
marriageshouldbebrought up in theCatholic faith,and thaton this
condition the ladyinquestion accepted and married him; that for
6ome months he respected his word, but that afterwards, in a
manner thateven depriveshim of theright tobe considered somuch
asa gentleman, he broke his word, and charged his wife not to
instructhischildren as he had consented that she should instruct
them,andin virtue of which consent he had prevailed on her to
marryhim. His wife,however, considered thathe wasbound by his
promise,and wecannot conceive how she could be called upon to
think otherwise, andcontinued to teach the childrenthe tenets of her
faith. Of this the Daily Times says :—":

— "Having given general
instructionsto that effect,he appearsto havebeencareless asto how
they werecarried out;whilehis wife, true to the instincts of her
creed,was subtily imbuing them with her own doctrines." That is
tosay this lady, in acting on the word that had been solemnly
pledged toher,and for which she had paid thepricedemandedof
her, was actingsubtily, with cunning, and inanunderhandmanner,
whenshe determinedonholding the right that had been conferred
uponher, and that she was acting in this cunning andreprehensible
manner according to the teaching of the creed professedby her. If
weknew what the principlesof theDaily Times reallyare,orif our
contemporary didnot vere round like the wind, and waghither and
thither, "Commclaqueuedenotre cbnt, "
so that it is impossible to tell one day what opinions he may
represent thenext,and sothat all we can discern in his columns is
that coarsenesshas been replacedby feebleness,andthat"Godknows
what," would be his most fitting motto,weshould be the belter able
to deal withhim. The sentence to which werefer would alittle time
ago, weknow, havebeen an outrage on the principles which then
ruled our contemporary'scolumns, for it would have been a slapin
the face for

"'
woman's rights" which tenet is held by the party that

were then representedby the Times. However,itmatters very little
as to whether we can show that our contemporaiy is false to
his principlesor not. The sentence to which wereferhaidlydeserves
criticism :itisstupid,slanderous,andignorant toadegree,andthere-
fore false to all true principles. Our contemporary makes another
asseition whichis almost equally stupid;itruns as follows ::

— "'
The

beneficial lesson to belearned from the Agar-Ellis case is the avoid-
anceofmixedmarriages. FatherHennebery, whenhe tookoccasion
todenounce them ashe did some time ago, was not so wantingin
worldly wisdom asmanypeople imagined,hadhe onlyrestrained his
wrath^ithinreasonablebounds." Theonegramof commonsensethat
re^Ks this is the condemnation itcontainsof mixedmarriages;but
itm/tfepresentsFather Henneberyat the sametime. FatherHenne-
bery displayed no wrath whateveronthe subjectof mixedmarriages.
He-taught his congregation the doctrine of the Catholic Church on
the subject inmoderate andplain language,and so they understood
him. On the West Coast his teaching,itis true, was misinterpreted
by a knotof bigots and interested persons, who, for reasons best
known to themselves,though, perhaps,not quitehidden from others,
wereanxious tobring themission into disrepute. Butthemissionary
wasnot accountable for this;he had stated the simple truth, and
baddone somoderately and well. This has beenabundantly testified
too,andhadnot our contemporary been awaie that any sneerat any-
thing Catholic made by him, however mild, would pass with his
readersfor smartness,or however unfounded, would be acceptedas
just, he wouldnot have venturedtomake the allusion to which we
refer.

Is brigandage to become an institution in the neighbouring
colonies? Itwill add much to the romance of the bush if itbe
regularly establishedthere, but we doubtas to whether the comfort
of settlers willbemuchimprovedby it. Infact it is verylittletothe
creditof the policeofVictoriathat theKelly gang arestill at large,
andforany signs that wecandiscern to the contrary, that they bid
fair toremain at large,andcontinue the scourge ofthe border. We
werelately told that the desperadoesbadbeen hemmed in, so that
theircapture wasmade sure of;and thatit wouldbe impossible for
them to escapefrom thenet drawnaround them;butwhile this re-
port wasstillcurrent therecame theintelligence that at a distance
from theplaceinwhich they were supposed to be lurking they had
crossed into New South Wales,andstuck up a bank, robbing it of
£2000, and destroying valuable documents of various kinds. This
wanton destructionspeaksverybadly of them, and goes far tocon-
tradict thepretence of theirhavingbeendriven by the force of cir-
cumstancesonalifeofviolenceandbloodshed. Itbetraysaninnate
malicealtogetherat variance with thetraditional spirit of thebold-
heartedhighway man, whoonly robbedthe rich, andhalf atonedfor
his lawlessnessby kindactions to those in need. Meantime it must
be verypleasant,for the squatters particularlyon the border,toknow
thatsoreckless,soswiftly-moving,andpowerfulabandofdesperadoes
aie in theirneighbourhood, andmay at any time appear around the
station. The intensequietudeof the Australian bush must become
much altered by such a change. We can fancy with tow much
trembling interestevery advancingbody of equestrians is watched,
andhow each range andstretch of tranquil forest becomes a menac-
ing lair which the imaginationpeopleswith the dreadedband. Such
a stateof thingsmust be all the more unsatisfactory because of the
contrastitaffords to thepeaceful life ledof late years by settlers in
those parts, who had long given up all thoughts of bushrangers.
It is now a good many years since the Clarkes, the last men
of the kind whom we remember to have heard of as
frequenting the country alluded to, were captured. They
bad been settlers in fairly respectable circumstances, who
seem to have taken tothebushmore through the spiritof adventure
thananything else, and their career was short. We remember to
havereceived anaccountof anenterpriseundertaken by them from
one of thepersons who were principally and most unwillingly con-
cerned init.andit was not withoutits amusing features. One even-
ing, during thetime they wereout,ithappened that the mistress of
a bush publichouse, whose family had been absent during the day at
races

'
held in the neighbourhood, had just achieved the task

ofcooking for them aholiday supper andit was laid on the table in
readiness. When, as thehungry party wereabout tocommencepro-
ceecdings, a man with his face blackened appeared at one of the
windows,andpresentinga revolver ordered them to bail up,to rise
from the table andstand against the wall,with theirfaces towardsit.
This man was inamoment joinedby three others, andas ladiesonly
werepresent in the roomhis otclers werepromptlyobeyed. Ascaich
of thehouse then commenced, but without much results, for almost
all themoney thenunder theroof washiddenawayinoneof thebeds,
and the Clarkes do not seem tohave been well skilled in searching.
Indeed they appear tohavebeen singularly stupid for on their 'way
to the inninquestion they hadpassedin thebusha servant woman,
who wascarryingback from the racecourse the proceedsof the day's
sale at aboothamounting to £40 ;andonher telling them she was"

only a poorgirl" onher wayhome from the races they did not in
any waymolest her,butlether carryher money safely in their rear
to the inn, which she reached some time after they had gone away.
The ladiescontinued with their faces to the wall,.ill the time the
bushrangers were in thehouse, but when thesehad takentheirdepar-
ture,and theusual clatter of women's tongues set free at last had
comeoff, the lady of the house proposed that they should now cat
their supper andso comfort themselves for their fright. They accord-
ingly sat down at the table, which was apparently untouched, but
onlifting up the dish covers they weredismayedtofindthatthe gang
hadcarried off all theirvictuals, and,evidentlyas atrick,had covered
up the dishes again. Theparty, therefore, wereobliged togo supper-
less tobed. Meantime it is to be hoped that the present state of
things will speedily come toan end. However excellent a shot a
desperadomay be itis a disgrace to the civilization of thecountry in
which he finds himself thatheis allowed to go long at large.

A week or twoago we commented on a paragraph which we
liad seenin aNorthern contemporary, and which referred to some
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