
WHY IS THE GOVERNOR TO BE HONOURED ?
To theEditor of theN. Z. Tablet.

Sir,
—
Itwill be in the recollection of a number of your readerswhoarc interested in curiosities of literature that some time ago, towit before the present spotlessministry got into power, on the oc-casion of a visitof the Governor to Dunediu, a long, rambling letterappeared in the columns of the Otago Dally Times by thenowAttorney-General whichletter was entitled

"WHY WAS THE GOVERNOR HISSED ?"
It appears that some naughty little boy from. Isuppose acertain northern island in the neighbourhood of Greenland,under "spirit" influence, made a feeble attempt to utter

A CONTRADICTION.
To the Editor of theN. Z.Tablet.

Sir,
—
Itwouldbebut affectation to suppose that any other than

Knox Church wasreferred to ina paragraph copiedintoyour journal
of 31stult. from

'"a northern contemporary," and therefore Itake
uponmyself to correct the statement therein contained. Such an
alteration in the arrangementsof the choir asis suggested in thepara-
graphhas not inany way been thought of by me, and most certainly
has not been found desirable.—Iam, Sec,

W. G.Innes,
Precentor, Knox Church.

("The paragraph referred to was foundby us in the PovertyBayStandard, andran as follows :— "The other day a member of the

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, Feb. 14, 1879.

Correspondence.
We arenot responsiblefor theopinionsof ourcorrespondents.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONCONSISTENCY.
To the Editor of theN.Z.Tablet.

Sir,
—

Our RomanCatholic fellow citizensaredeservingofgreatcreditfor the consistent stand which they have takenfrom thebeginning onthis subject andalso for the persistency with which they havesought
to^eaijse their aim. The helplesscondition in which the Protestantproffcsingreligious community finds itself in thematter of education
isa lesson whichought not soon to be forgotten. Itis cause for deephumiliationthat as a people professing a supreme regard for theauthority of God and the supremacy of a conscience enlightened byspiritualtruth, wehaveyet, throughdivision and false ideas of thatwherein trueliberty consist, bowed downour heads in t"ic dust andallowed theunclean foot of secularism to be placed upon our necks,a secularism that fears not God nor yet regards any duty which isdue toman.

It is thenakedtruthanditmaynot bedenied thatthisprofessingChristian communityhas not had the courage of its opinions;it hasbeen browbeaten with the idea that one man'sopinion is as "ood
as another untilthis strangeresult hasbeen brought about, viz :— thatthe godlessminority, unscrupulousas such aminority always is,rulewithaniron hand. You must not suppose that this strange stateof things has resulted withoutprotest;by no means, but those whosaw what was comingreceived nosympathy from those who affectedto rule in theChurch. There arc those amongus whoput themselvesforward as oracles and whoyet care for little else than to please thecrowd, and if a course of action would only bring them a littleephemeralpopularity, they would follow it evenif the result shouldbe theruinof the unfortunatechurch with which they areconnected.Iheywill holdout their handand evenopen their door toanygodlesscharlatan that comes hither to blaspheme. It is a small matter tothem that a Peebles and Dunne,a Walker and a Bright, areattractedthither todecry, inhopeof gain,a religion which theyhave toolittlesoul tounderstand. If such adventurers can only gain the earof athoughtlessmob, someof our would-be leaders will be on "ood termswith them. We have,you see,got far a-head of St. John who saysthat such arenotto be received even into ourhouses. They will alsoencourageandsupport such men as the Attorney-General, who fromthe loftyheight of his agnosticism,some say egotism,looksdownuponthem with the complaisant feelings with which it is said the wolfregards the sheep.
Iamafraid thatsome of our so-called leaders will seekbofore thenext election to tone down the feelingof deepindignationanddisgustwhich is atpresentfelt for the Attorney-General, if they should do sothey will deserve toshare withhim a common ruin. There is a limitto forbearance,and Ithink, in this instance,our representative hasgonebeyond that limit. Had any one in the interests of religion

acted so unscrupulously as he has done against religion there wouldhavebeena cry raised against him throughout the whole countiyMr.Stout, feelingsecurein his own wantof religion, comeshere, andin the veryface of the PresbyterianChurchhasthe audacity torepeat
the untrue statement, to wit, thathe is doing as thatChurch desires,and whenthat statement gets the lie direct he has not the manlinessto sayhe wasmistaken.
Isuppose this is whathe meantthe other night when presidiumwhereno noble-mindedAttorney-Generalwould be seen he whined

over the impossibility of a man being allowed freely tosay what hethought. We know, Sir, this gentleman is supra grammutieam butit is quite another thing if he should seriously claim to be alsosupra vcrltatctn. But,Sir, supposing he did notrefer to bein°- takento task for unblushingly asserting that Mr.Bannerman said whathedidnot say,andsupposing he meant that in Dunedin there was noliberty of speech,was this true ? and did it become him to say so1Is thereno liberty of speech in the anti-Christian nonsense talkedduring the last twelve months in thePrincess Theatre by this gentle-
man's friend> Is therenoliberty for secularists, seeing that obscenebooks— declared to be obscene by the judges of England— publishedby leading free thinkers, are sold in this city without hindrance.' Isthere noroom for aman to hold his opinionsin this placescein"- thatthepaper over which thishon.gentlemanrejoices as quondameditor isa repertoryofwritingagainstourcommonChristianity 1 And finally,looking at the position which Mr. Stout so frequently occupies asspeakeratevery meetingof vagarydom,itis a little toomuch to say
that there is noliberty of opinion,unless he wishes an unrestrictedto blaspheme. Iconfess, Sir, that Iknow of no degradationdeeper than that to which as a professing Christian community we
havesunk in supporting a representative that is out of all sympathy
with uson the most importantof all subjects,and if we suffer sucha stateof matters tocontinue we deserve the scorn and the miserywhich we are likely toexperience. Ifnot for our own sakes then atleast for our children's we should be true to our better feelings andrid ourselves of an incubus.—Iam,&c,

°
A Protestant.

«i hiss, but it died away in the dh sound which characterises
that race. The then plain Mr. Hubert Stout taking the tide atits turn,whichleadson toglory,wrotethe abovenamed letter, inwhichit is hard to say which was most conspicuous—bad grammar,
or bad taste. And,now. sir, the wheel of fortune having turned on
its axle, Mr. Robert Stout having become the hon. the Attorney-General and the Marquisof Normanby about to leave thecolony it is
well toconsider for a momentour surroundings andhaving cast the
log to find whereabout weare.'

Ithappenedonceuponatime thata wasp foundits wayinto the
palaceof a great king ;by and by it lighted upon the king's nose,and, true to its instincts, as all wasps ever are, it stungits poor
victim;beingunused tosuch summary treatment, the kini? sprung
from hisseat in pain,buthis foot catching in the dressof some of hisnobles,he fell and broke his ueck. His sons quarrelled over thedivisionof the kingdom, andthe result was thatthat wasp earned for
itself in the annals of the nation a name to whichit wasnot other-
wise entitled. Now, to compaie small things with great, Mr. It.Stout has by attemptingtoannoy ourcoming illustrious visitorsought
toearn for himselfa niche in the templeof fame,but likemanymorehe is likely to find thatitis not permitted toa cobler to judge ultra
etvpidatn. It is no doubt hard to convince the Attorney-Ciencral,
evenwhenhe is manifestly wrong. The spirit that characterised
Goldsmith'scountry schoolmaster,isstronginsomenatures

— ''though
conqueredhe could argue still."andnodoubthe will not sec in the
preparationtodohonour tocur departing Governor any indication
unfavourable tohimself. Still itmightalmost convince theAttorney-General thathis sun has pretty well set when thepersonnel of his
platform friendsis comparedwith that of those who on thepresent
oseasion leadin thepreparationtoreceive the ex-Governor. Itmay
well be asked why is all this desire todohonour toour lateGovernor/No doubt, it is, ina measure,because ho hasacted thepartof amanty
uprightgentlemanduring the time of sojourn with us. : He has been
quite a contrast tosome of his predecessors;he has shown bothfirmness and urbanity, and in the face of insult he has shownno
dispositionto meet littleness of soul,otherwise than with thedignity
thatbecame her majesty's representative. All this, however, was
only his duty, andon this ground alone we hardly have gone out of
our way tohonour him. There is,however,a reason,a very humb-
ling one. why we should honour him,— our representatives havegrievously misrepresentedus in theirtreatmeutof him. Letthe other
parts of the colony deal with their own offenders, we have enough to
do withour own, and wemean to show that sham points of order,
that questionsas towhohissed the Governor, asprofound as the ques-
tion

"
who killed cock robin," that stump orationsas to elective

governors, wemeanIsay toshow that we as heartily despisesuch
things as we see clearly through, andabhorthespiri;from whichthey
flow, and what is more such things read in the light of past ex-
perience effectually warnusof something ahead. Itmay bea strange
psychological fact,but a fact itis that in all thoughts aul motive*
of somemen there is a shadowy something that stands out in bold
relief;itis carefully hid from others butitsomehowis ever revealing
itself. Hobbs musteither havebeen such a man or he must have
mingled largely withsuch men. Thatsomething is *'//, they will do
little for God's sake,if they believe their is such a being, and they
will do as little for man's sake,unless a quid pro quo is tobe had.
Andyou may rest assured that whenanything is done by those men
there is something personal to which it points. Now, just look at
the Attorney-General's political career, he

"pitched into" all and
sundry in power. Macandrew,amongothers, when he was an un-
feaihered lawyer, seeking place,and what followed1 why place and
power. The sameprocess was gone over in the House of Repre-
sentatives, aud what followedI— placeand power. Now all this was
perfectly lawful,but itmakes us shy, and it causes us to ask what
is the object aimed at in this transcendentnonsenseabout anelective
governor. Surely there is something more than merely annoyance
to our Governor,etc. Do our representativesallor any ofthem aspire
still higher, if so then wesay

— '" pridegoethbeforea fall." Sir, weare
richly deserving our humiliation in having made the Attorney-
General our representative. When a mancasts aside the faithof his
fathers so lightly, as some among us do, we degrade ourselves by
doing themhonour, and why should webe startled at theresult ? I
suppose the foolish farmer whoput the frozensnake into his bosom
wondered that the ungrateful reptile stung him— others did not
wonder. Why in our circumstancss should we be surprisedthat
Christianity is taboodby the laws inventedby men, who see nothing
betterin Christianity, as a divine revelation,than inHindooism, un-
less webestir ourselves matters wontrest here, there is little basisfor
loyality orany other part of the frame-work of society, if religion is
destroyed. We may show our abhorrence of its results in spasmodicefforts, like the present receptionof the Governor, andso far it is
well, but the evilis deeply seated, and it must be pulled up by the
roots. Audnot only Catholics, butall men who have got the least
regard for the religion of Christ are bound in principle to rise aud
hurl from their scats men who will not recognise the claims of a
religion that has procured for us everything good which we
possess.

Pro Boxo Publico.
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