NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Friday, Feb. 14, 1879,

&G ommercial,

. Mz. HexRY DRIVER (on bebalf of the N.Z.L.
Limited) reports for the
follows :—

Fat Cattlo.—The small supply of 87 head was yarded for to-day’s
sale, consisting of medium to good quality. Competition was fairly
animated, and prices obtained were ratber over last week's rates.
RBuliock’s braught from £9 to £14 per head ; cows, from £7 to £9—
equal‘for prime beef, fo from 30s to 32s 6d per 1001bs,

Fat Calves —7 yarded, and were sold at eatisfactory prices.

Fat Sheep.—1663 penned. The trade having bought largcly
last week, bidding was Janguid, and sales difficult to cffect, and prices
showed no improvement on last quotniions. We disposed of a few
small Jots at from 13d to 2d per Ib,, at which we quote mutton.

.., Country Bales.—Land : Ona 8aturday, the 8thinst., sold 30 scctions
in the township of Clinton, at an avernge of £17 10s, on account of
Fitzclarence Roberts, Bsq,

Woal,—We sold a small eatalogue of farmers' lots this afternoon,
The attendance of buyers was not fuil, and bidding lacked sphint, It
was with difficulty that former prices were obtained. .Merino fleece,
both in grease and washed, were in good demand, and brought very
fnlll rates.  The former sold at from 71 to 10d, the latter from 13d to
153d per 1b., the last named price being from the stud flock of John
Jo[n!ston, Esq.,.l\athlku. Crossbreds barely maintained former rates,
particularly Leicesters and three-quarter-breds, which, if in at all
heavy and cotted condition, brought very low prices.

.. Bheepskins.—At our usnal weckly eale on Monday we catalogued
1500 sking, which were fairly competed for, though without improve-
ment in prices, the stormy weather reventing some fellmongers from
buying their usual requirements. Cross-breds in wool sold at 3s 9d
to 45 ; lambs, 11d to 1s 4d each ; station sking, 43 to 33 pelts, 5d
to 94 each,

Tallow,—&mall
21s to 21s 6d.

Grain,—Wheat market

and M.A, Cerapany,
week ending  12th February, 1879, as

parcels of inferior tallow sold at 22s ; rcugh fat,

. 1 quite stagnant ; mo business doing ;
prices are nominal. Oats: Market quiet; old corn moves off in
small pareels, at 35 64 to 3s 7. The unscttled state of the weather
has prevented new giain from coming to market ; dealers are without
stock, waiting for arrivals of new prain. Barley : Malting samples
ate inquired for. DBrewers getting low in stoel, fair prices will be
given for carly samples,

MEssRS. A. & H. MERCER report for the week cnding Feb. 12 :—
Retail prices only — Fresh batter, 4 and 1lb. prints, best and favour-
ite brands, 1s 2d per 1b; ordinary butter, 1s per 1b ; fresh butter in
lumps 114 per Ib : powdered and salt butter, 1s. The market s still
well supplied with fresh butter, and although several of the shop-
kecpers ave salting down large quantities, prices arve looking np.
Salt buiter in keg, 10d to 114 per 1b, no demand ; cheese, best quality,
10d fo 15 per Ih; side and rolled bacon 10d to 11d per 1b; colonial
hams, 1s per b ; English hams, 15 3d per W: egos still seavee and
retailing at 1s 10d to 2s per doz.

MR. SKENE reports for the week eneling ebruary 12 :—Harvest
operations are now in full swing, and cvery man is at work. Ordi-
nary works on roads, Railways, harbonr works, &c., ave all crying for
men.  Wagoes were never so high as at present in every department.
Town and Country—=Shopmien and clerks are pourly paid, in compart-
son to ordinary labourers; hotel servants are in good demand and
trained people are senrce. The Builling Trade keeps very active.
Couples are more asked for. Men teained to bush work ate much
wanted. Ff:mn.le servants are a shade more plentiful. Wages—
Couples, €75 to £ ; harvesters, 305 to 30s; cooks, waiters, boots,
&e., 205 to 40s 5 plonghmen and shepherds, £60, £63, and £70: day
labourers, 8s, 92, 10s, and 1ls perlay; girls, 10z, 125, 13, 205, aud
80s ; milkers, 15 205, and 2555 boys, Bs to 10s,

. Me..F FLEMING reports (wholesale prices) for the week ending
Feb, 12, 1879, as_fullows :—Oats (feed), 3s 6 to 3s 0d per bushek,
‘Wheat—1s; chicks, 33 tods hl. B ley, malting, 55 to 6 G ; feal
dwsto 3s Gl Pollard. £G per ton., Bram, £4 10s. VFlour, large
bags, £10; small, £10 105 Ontmoal, £19 10s.  Potatoes, £3 05 to £6
per ton.  Hay, new, £4 per ton; old do. £6 per torr.  Chafi, £4 108
to L35 10s per ton,  Bbraw, £2 per ton, Onions, 10s. Cheese, Gid,
Rolled bacon 4d, °

MR. J. VEZEY rcports for the week erding Feb, 12, as follows:

Retail prices.  Roasting beef, 6d to 8d per 1b; boiling do, 3d to Gd
per Ib; stewing do. 4d to 6 per 1b ; strak, 6d to 8d per 1b; mutton,
24d to 4 per Ib. veal 4d to 8l per 1b; pwk, Gd to %d per 1b; lamb
25 6d 1o 3s 6d per quarter.

T e ———

A good story of a priest and a parson is related by the Birsen
{'wuerier, a Berdin paper, as having lately bappened in one of the
largest towns of Prussia. The wife of a journeyman carpenoter out of
work having given birth to & very delieate child, wished it to be
Ln_pf:mecl at onee, and so the husband ealled on the DUrotestant
minister, asking him to perform the ceremony, The parson refused
to do it onless & fee of six shillings were paid him in advance, and
all qntrea,llos of the poor man to wait for the moncy were of no avail,
A friend then told the ¢hild's father {hat the Catholic priest of the
Mace would baptize the child for nothing, and so he went to sec
him about it. * BDut, my good fellow,” snid the priest, ¥ you're ncta
Catholic; why dou't yonu have the child Laplized in your own
Church I The man explains to Lim that it is owing to waut of
cagh, whereto the micst replies, “ If that is all, here is six shillings.
tio and fake it to the minister. It sball not he said of me that I
want to proselytize.” The man went back to the parson, who, on
heing told that the six shillings came from a priest, would not for
very shame aceept it, bat christened the child gratis ; adding, how-
cver, ' tio and tell the priest that out of pity for your poverty I have
done it for nothing,” Upon the money being offered to the pricst,
ihis excellent man 1efased to accept it, but said it had belter yo
towards some comforts for the pour womau in conlinewent,

THE HORRORS OF RUSSIAN CHRISTIANITY.

—_—————
AT length the official report of tho correspondence respecting the
proceedings of the International Commission sent to the Mount
Lthodope districts is before us, and we have an opportunity of study-
ing the * plain, unvarnished tale” which is oﬁeredpgor the considera-
tion of Burope by its special representatives. The commission
journeyed frum place to place, gathering evidence and investigating
statements. Nothing like enthusiasm or even humanitarian sympathy
marks its Eroceedings ; witnesses are heard, their testimony is sified,
and then the calm report is made. The Consuls-General and Becretaries
of Legation went to the Bhodope district to ascertain the truth, and
what they henrd they corpile in the form of an ordinary official
document, leaving their respective governmentsto supyly the requisite
comment, They tell us, for instance, that at Snremlger'g & namber of
"Tarkish refugees were chased by the Russians, who, on overtaking
them, * carried off the young women,” butof the fate of these 'haplh
Muzzulmans no more is said. At Carlova it was found that the’
Russians had arrested sixty-eight men and thyee women in the village
of Medressi, close at band, and shot them-all ; but why tbis slaughter
was perpetrated we are not informmed. In the district of Tirnova
ample evidence is given to show that the Russians cut off the hands of
twenty-four Moslems, and then lurled them from a precipice, the
only comment on the appalling tale being that it is “confirmed by
all the delegates.,” Forty Turks are found to have been bhung at Selvi
and ten shot, the sole explanation given being that they were * the
rich people of the district.  Once only the members of the commis-
sion are represented as greatly impressed, and it was when they saw,
inside the Eussinn {ines near Gabrova, about n dozen burnt villages,
which had been so evidently destroyed by design as to prove beyond
a doubt the detcrmined nature of the devastation which Muscovite
soldicers had committed. Dleferring to Phillippopolis, the storics of
large numbers of women, who testify to the brutality of the Czar’s
troops tu their children and themsclves, are summarized in the fewest
possible lines ; and even the evidence of those who witnessed the
decapitation of thirty unoffending peasants in a glen is not dwelt
upon with the slightest emphasis, A man bamed Issiseesten Turkish
women taken tovards a wood by the Russians, some of them sabred on
the way fov offering rcsistance; another man who witnessed the
murder of his wife and the abduction of his danghter-in-law, is merely
mentioned in a long 1 st of those who at Hannanli who were ecither
killed or outraged ; whilc a crowd of widows near Camarkow, who
furnish evidence of the most fearful nature it is possible to conceive,
are simply catalogued, and so left. The narrative which deals with
the agony of thonsands, continues in the same gniet fashion to the
end, The recital at Kerdjalli was indecd so terrible that as it pro-
ceeds, the sobs of the vietims are mingled with the tears of “more
than a thousand anditors;” but the commission makes no comment,
even when noting the infamous conduct of the Muscovites at Fourlten,
when fifty women were put in n shed full of leaves, and there burnt
to death. Nor is the terrible record more highly colonred when it
relates the destruction of two thousand children in the Maritza river,
or when the fact that skelotons lay lining the road, as was the casc
near Hasskent, is grimly added to the proceedings,

The report bears the signatnres of the represeutatives of England,
France, Turkey and Italy. 1lloess prevented the Aunstrian envoy
from addiug his name to the paper, and the Russian signatures are
missing for obvions reasons.—Exchange.

e

THE FAMINE IN CHINA.

[ NE—

Tiurr: Chinese Minister has addressed the following letter to the
Iforeign Seerctary on the subject of the recent famine in China i —
** My Lord,—I kave been instracted by the Tsung-li Yamen and the
Grand Seerctary Li to request that your lordship will have the good-
dess to present to the subscribers of the China Famine Fund the
grateful acknowledgment of the Chinese Government for the generouns
alacrity wita which, on learing of the fearful calamity which had
befallen the northern provinces of China, they hastened to the assis!-
ance of the suffering population, The noble philanthropy which
Leard in a fav-distant country the cry of saffering, and hastenad to
ils assistance, is too signal a recognition of the common brotherhood
of humanity ever to be forgotten, and is all the more worthy of being
remembered, beeause it was not o mere passing response to a generous
cmotion, but a continued effort peisevered in, nntil, in sending the
welcome rain, Heaven gave the assuring promise of returning plenty,
and the sign that the brotherly succour was no longer required,
Coming from Englishmen residing in all parts of the world, this
spontaneous act of gonerosity made a deep impression or the Goveru-
ment and people of China, which cannot but bave the effect of more
closely cementing the friendly relations which now so happily cxist
hetween China and the Government and the people of this country.
But the hand that gave also assumed the arduous duty of administer-
ing Lhe relicf; and here I would not forget to offer my grateful §
thanks and condolence to the families of those, and they are not a
few, who nobly fell in distributing the fund. Yo Englishmen in all
parts of the world I beg to offer, through your Lordship, the thanks
of the Government and poople of China for the generous assistauce
afforded by them in a time of great calamily ; but I more especiatly
desire to thank his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, 8ir Thomas
Wade, gir Rutherford Alcock, the Governor of Hong Kong, and the
various missionary socicties who inaugurated the China Famine Fund,
supported it with their influenee, ml advanced it by their strennous
excrtions.  Trusting that your Leovdship will econvey to them ibis
acknowledgment of the Chinese Government, I beg, &e. (Signed)
Kuo Suxe Taoe” Lord Malisbury lhas thus replied :—* Forcign
Otice, Uctober 25, 1878, —Bir.—I bave the honor to acknowledge the
Lreceipt of your letter of the 14th inst., conveying to me an exprassion
of the grateful acknowledgments of the Chinese Governmen's for the
assiztance rendered by Englishmen in all parts of the world towards
relieving distress in the distrietsof China recently stricken by faminc,
and I beg leave to acquaint you, in reply, that I shatl have great
pleasure in communiciting sueh ackuovwledgments to the persons who
were instrnmental in establishing the fund for the relicf of the suffer-

ing population in China,”



