
Mb HenryPniVEß(on behalfof theN.Z.L.andM.A.Company,Limited) reports for the week ending 12th February, 1879, asfollows:
—

■"
'

Fat Cattle.— The small supply of 87 head wasyarded for to-day's
sale, consisting of medium togoodquality. Competition was fairlyanimated, and prices obtained were rather over last week's rates.Bullock sbrought from £9 to £14 per head;cows, from £7 to fig-
equalfor primebeef, to from 30s to 32sCdper lOOlbs.Fat Calves —7 yarded, and were sold atsatisfactoryprices.

*at Sheep.— lGG3 penned. The trade having bought largclvlast week,bidding was languid, andsalesdifficulttoeffect, andprices
showedno improvementonlast quotations. We disposed of a fewsmall lots at from ]£d to 2d per lb,,at which wequote mutton.Country bales.— Land:On Saturday,theBthinst.,sold 30 sections
\"i ,townshipof Clinton, at anaverage of £17 10s, on account ofFitzclarenceRoberts,Esq.

Wool.— We soldasmall catalogue of farmers' lotsthisafternoon.The attendance of buyers wasnot full, andbidding kcked spirit. Itwas withdifficulty that former prices were obtained. Merino fleece,both ingrease and washed, werein gooddemand, and brought veryfull rates. Ihe formersold at from 7± to lOd, thelatter from 13d to1»W per lb., the last namedpricebeing from the stud flock ofJohnJohnston, Esq., Kaihiku. Crossbrcds barelymaintainedformerrates,
particularly Leicestcrs and three-quarter-breds, which, if in at all
heavy andcottcd condition, brought very low prices.
» -cv

Sb(JePskins
-—

Atour usual weeklysale onMonday wecatalogued1..00 skins, which werefairly competed for, though withoutimprove-
mentinprices, the stormy weatherpreventing somefellmongers frombuying their usualrequirements. Cross-bredsin wool sold at 3s »dto4s ;lambs, lid to Is4d each;station skins, 4j}d to oM;pelts,5d
to9deach.

Tallow.— Small parcels of inferior tallow sold at 22s:rcu»h fat,
21s to21s Gd.

°
Grain.— Wheat market quite stagnant;no business doing;

prices are nominal. Oats:Market quiet;old corn moves off insmall parcels,at 3s Gd to 3s 7d. The unsettled state of the weatherhas preventednewgrainfrom coming tomaiket ;dealersarewithoutstock, waiting for arrivals of new pram. Barley :Maltingsamplesareinquiredfor. Brewers getting low in stock, fair prices willbe
given for early samples.

Messbs.A. & H.Mercerreport for the weekendingFeb. 12 :—
Retail prices only

—
Freshbutter. £and lib. prints, test andfavour-

ite brands, Is 2dper lb;ordinary"butter, Isper lb;fresh butter inlumps lid per lb:powderedand salt butter, Is. The market is stillwellsupplied with fresh butter, and although several of the shop-
keepers are salting down large quantities, prices are looking up.bait butter inkeg, K)d tolid perlb,nodemand;cheese,bestquality,lOd to Isper lb;sideandrolledbacon lOd to lid per lb:colonialhams, Isper lb;English hams, Is3d per !b:eegs still scarce andretailingat Is lOd to 2s per doz.

Mb.Skene reports far the week endingFebruary12 :— Harvest
operations are now in full swing, and everyman is at work. Ordi-nary works onroads, Railways, harbour works,&c,arc all crying formen. Wages wereneverso high as at present in eveiy department,
lown and Country— Shopmen and clerks arepoorlypaid,incompari-son toordinary labourers;hotel servants are in good demand andtrained people are scarce. The Building Trade keeps very active.Couples are moreasked for. Men trained to bush work are muchwanted. female servants are a shade more plentiful. Wages-Couples, £7r> to £90 ;harvesters, 30s to oOs; cooks waiters, boots,&c,20s to40s ;ploughmen andshepherds. £00, £Go, and £70 :daylabourers, Bs, 9s, ]os, and 11s per day ;girls, 10s, 12s,15s, 20s. andrfOs :milkers. l.>s. 2()s, and2.>s;boy.«, (is to10s.Mb.J. Flemingreports (wholesale prices) for the week endingl<cb.12, 1879,as follows :— Oats (feed). 3s (id to 3333 9d per bushel.Wheat— 4s ;chicks,3s to 3s 4d. Bailey,malting, 5s to (X Gd ;feed3m to 3s Gd. Pollard. £C> per ton. Bran, £4 10s. Flour, largebags, £10 ;small, £10 jos. Oatnual, £19 10s. Potatoes, £5 0s to £Gper ton. Hay, new, £4 per ton;olddo. £G per ton. Chaff, £4 10sto £"> 10s per ton. Straw, JC2 per ton. Onions, 10s. Cheese, GM.Rolledbacon Sid.

MR- J. Vezey reports for the week endingFeb. 12, as follows:Retail prices. Roastingbeef, Gd to 8d per lb;'boiling do, 3d to Gdper lb;stewing do. 4d toGd per lb;strak. Gd to8d per lb;mutton,
2id to 4d per lb. veal 4d to 8d per lb;p^-V, Gd to9d per lb;lamb
Zs Od to Js Od per quarter.

A goodstoryof a priest and a parson is relatedby the JBOntrn(ounrr,a Berlin paper, as having lately happened in one of the
largest towns ofPrussia. The wife of a journeyman carpenterout ofwork having givenbirth to a very delicate child, wished it tobebaptized at once, and no the husband called on the Protestantminister, askinghim toperform the ceremony. The parson refusedto do it unless a fee of &ix shillings were paid him in advance, and.all entreatIPs of thepoor man to wait for the money wereofnoavail.
A iriend then told the child's father that the Catholic priest of the
place would baptize the child for nothing, and so he went to sec
him aboutit. "'But, my good fellow,"'said thepriest, "you're net aCatholic; why don't you have the child baptized in your ownChurch ? The man explains to him that it is owing to want ofcash, whereto the priestreplies, "If that is all, here is six shillings,
do and take it to the minister. It shall not be said of me thatI
want toproselytize." The man went back to the parson, who, onbeing told that the six shillings came from a priest, would not forvery shame accept it.but christened the child gratis ;adding,how-ever,''Go and tell the priest that out ofpity for your povertyIhavedoneit for nothing/ Upon themoney being offered to the priest,
this excellent man lefused to accept it, but said it had better gotowards somecomforts for the poor womauin couliucmeut.

Tin: Chinese Minister haa addrc.s»cd the following letter to the
Foreign Secretary on thesubject of the recent famine in China :

—"'
My Lord,— lhave, been instructed by the Tsung-li Yamcn and the

Grand SecretaryLi torequest that your lordship will have thegoocl-
dess to present to the subscribers of the China Famine Fund the
gratefulacknowledgmentof the Chinese Government for the generous
alacrity with which, on hearing of the fearful calamity which had
befallen thenorthern provincesof China, they hastened to the assist-
ance of the suffering population. The noble philanthropy which
heardin a far-distant country Ihe cry of suffering, and hastened to
its assistance, is toosignal a recognitionof the commonbrotherhood
of humanity ever tobe forgotten, andis all themore worthyof beingremembered, becauseit wasnot a merepassingresponse toa generous
emotion,but a continuedeffort pejsevered in, until, in sending the
welcome rain, Heavengave the assuring promiseof returningplenty,
and the sign that the brotherly succour was no longer required.
Coming from Englishmen residing in all partsof the world, this
spontaneous act of generosity madea deep impressionon the Govern-
ment and peopleof China, which cannotbuthave the effect of more
closely cementing the friendly relations which now so happily exist
betweenChina and the Government and the peopleof this country.
But thehandthatgavealso assumed the arduous duty of administci -
ing the relief ;and here Iwould not forget to offer my grateful j
thanks andcondolence to the familiesof those, and they are not a
few, who nobly fell indistributing the fund. To Englishmen in all
partsof the worldIbeg tooffer, through your Lordship, the thanks
of the Government and peopleof China for the generous assistance
affordedby themin a time of great calamity:butImore especially
desire to thank his Grace the Archbishopof Canterbury, Sir Thomas
Wade, Sir Rutherford Alcock, the Governor of Hong Kong, and the
variousmissionaiy societies who inauguratedthe ChinaFamine Fund,
supportedit with their influence, ami advanced it by their strenuous
exertions. Trusting that your Lordship will convey to them this
acknowledgment of the Chinese Government,Ibeg, Sec. (Signed)
Kuo Sung Tao." Lord Salisbury has thus replied:—":

— "
Foreign

Office, October 2~>, 1878.— Sir.— Ibave the honor to acknowledge Che
of your letter of the14th inst., conveying tome anexpression

of the gratefulacknowledgments of the Chiuese Governments for the
.assistance rendered by Englishmen inallparts of the world towards
relieving distress in the districts of Chinarecently strickenbyfamine,
andIbeg leave to acquaint you, in reply, that Ishall have great
pleasureincommunicating such acknowledgmentsto the persons who
were instrumental in establishing the fund for the reliefof the suffer-
ingpopulationin China."

Commercial.
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THE HORRORS OF RUSSIAN CHRISTIANITY.
At length the official report of tho correspondence respecting theproceedings of the International Commission sent to the MountRhodopedistricts is beforeus,and wehave an opportunity of study-ing the "plain,unvarnished tale" whichis offeredfor the considera-tion of Europe by its special representatives. The commission
journeyed fromplace to place,gathering evidence and investigating
statements. Nothinglikeenthusiasm orevenhumanitariansympathy
marks itsproceedings; witnessesareheard,their testimonyis sifted,
andthenthecalmreportismade. TheConsuls-GeneralandSecretariesof Legation wentto the Rhodopedistricttoascertain the truth,and
what they heard they compile in the form of an ordinary officialdocument, leavingtheir respectivegovernmentstosupply the requisite
comment. They tellus, for instance, thatat Sarembcrg anumber of
Turkish refugees werechased by the Russians, who, on overtaking
them, "carried off the young women," butof thefateof thesehaplelV
Mumtlmans no moreis said. At Carlova it was found that the"*Russians hadarrested sixty-eightmenand three womenin the village
of Mcdressi,close at hand, andshotthem-all;butwhy this slaughter
was perpetratedwe are not informed. In the district of Tirnova
ampleevidenceis givento showthat theRussians cut off thehands of
twenty-four Moslems,and then hurled them from a precipice, the
only comment on the appalling tale being that it is "confirmed by
all the delegates." Forty Turks arefound tohavebeenhung atSelvi
and tenshot, thesole explanationgivenbeing that they were " the
rich peopleof the district. Once only themembers of the commis-
sion arerepresentedas greatly impressed,andit was'when they saw,
inside the Russianlinesnear Gabrova,about a dozen burnt villages,
whichhadbeen so evidently destroyedby design asto prove beyond
a doubt the determinednature of the devastation which Muscovite
soldiers hadcommitted. Referring1 to Phillippopolis, the stories of
largenumbers of women, who testify to the brutality of the Czar's
troops to their children and themselves, aresummarized inthe fewest
possiblelines;and even the evidence of those who witnessed the
decapitationof thirty unoffending peasants in a glen is not dwelt
uponwith the slightestemphasis. A mannamed IssiseestenTurkish
womentaken to-vardsa woodby the Russians,someof themsabred on
the way for offering resistance; another man who witnessed the
murder of his wife and theabductionof hisdaughter-in-law, ismerely
mentioned in a long ] st of those whoat Hannanli who were cithev
killed oroutraged;while a crowd of widows near Camarkow, who
furnish evidence of themost fearfulnatureitis possible to conceive,
are simply catalogued,andso left. The narrative which deals with
the agony of thousands,continues in the same quiet fashion to the
end. The recital atKerdjalli was indeedso terrible that as it pro-
ceeds,the sobs of the victims arc mingled with the tearsof "more
thana thousandauditors ;" butthe commission makes no comment,
even whennoting the infamousconduct of the MuscovitesatFourltou,
when fifty women wereput in a shed full of leaves,and there burnt
todeath. Noris the terrible record more highly coloured when it
relates the destruction of two thousand children in the Maritzariver,
orwhen the fact that skeletons lay lining the road,as was the case
near Hasskeni, is grimly added to theproceedings.

The reportbears the signaturesof therepresentativesof England,
France, Turkey and Italy, lllucss prevented the Austrian cuvoy
from adding his name to the paper, and the Russian signatures are
missing for obvious reasons.— Exchange.

THE FAMTNE IN CHINA.
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