
Sir,-—Iamoneof themany who are greatly amused just now atthe reception given toMr. Varley in Dunedin by the Evangelicals
1hey want the dry bones steepod in someenlivening liquid, which'while ithas plenty of froth, mustbe so diluted that it shall containnothing tohurtthefeelingofeveryoneinthe thousandandonesects. Isthat what ProtestantChristianityhascome to! A cuttingawayhere,a paring and a lopping there, to please each sect till finally a littlercvivalistic emotion only remains. Evidently the reformers are fastreforming themselves, or rather theirprinciplesout ofexistence;andthe struggle between faithandreason, between true liberty of con-
science and Caesarism— a form of whichlatter wehavein the actionof peoplewho forcetheir intolerantideas uponotherpeople'schildren
inthepublic schools— is coming toa pointat a much faster rate thanmighthave been a few years ago expected. Listening to the Rev.bather OMalley's sermon atSt.Joseph's the other evening, Icouldnotbut think of St. Augustine'snoble words when he spoke againsta, sect strongin its day,but whose verynameis now to most peopleforgotten. In the beautiful apostrophe which the great saint puts
into the mouth of the Church shecries out to the eternal spouse :Why do those whohavegonefrom me murmur againstme1 Whydo those whoarelostdeclare thatitisIwhohaveperished1 Announceto methe fewnessof my days :how long shall Iba inthis world?Tell it tome for the sakeof those who say she wasandnowshe isnot;for the sake of those whosaythat the Scriptures have been fulfilled,the nations have believed, but the Church has apostatised, andperishedfrom all the nations." Andit wasanswered;nor was the
voice anempty one. In what words wasitannounced1 Behold1am with you untilthe consummation of the world. That is,movedbyyour words and by your false opinions, the Church asks of God tomake known toher the fewness ofher days ;and she finds that theLordhas said :Behold lam withyou all days until the consummationof theworld.Sir,Iwill trouble you with a double quotation, namely anex-tractfrom thecelebrated encyclical ofNovember, 1873, by the latePope, and which Icommend to the diluted Protestants,"" liberal

"
parsons, and

"
advanced

"
thinkersof this colony:"We havea surehope of a future calm, and a glorious peace for the Church, and,trusting in the assistance of God, let us cheer ourselves, our toilin^clergy and our people, with thenoble words of Chrysostom:

'
Manywavesand storms threaten us, but weare not afraid of being over-whelmed,for westandupontherock. Though the searage,itcannotmelt the rock;though thewaves rise, yet they cannot sink the barkof Jesus. There is nothingmightier than the Church. The Church

is stronger than heavenitself. Ilea veilandearth shallpassaway,hutmy word shall hot pass away. What words are these ? 2htm artPeter andupon this rockIwillbuildmy C'hvrch,and the gatesofhellshallnotprevailaya inst it. Ifyou donot believe in wordsbelieveindeeds. How many tyrants have triedto oppress the Church? Howmany swords havebeen preparedagainsther? What have they ac-complished? Nothing! Where areher foes ? They are forgotten.Where is the Church ? she shines more brightly than the sun. Herfoes haveperished;her children areimmortal. If when these werefew Christians they were not overcome;how, when tbe whole worldis full of holy religion will yoube able to overcome them1 Heavenandearthshall pansaway butmy word*\allnotpans away.'1
"

Sir, the contentionof to-day andof the coming day is not andwillnot be with the sects— they have lost their propagating forceand are passing down theriver of forgetfulness. It is and will bewith indifference,doubt,scepticism, and with the
"

advanced
"

ideaswhich old fashioned Protestants asserted, howevermuch they mi^htflourish onthe continent,couldnot findahome inaBritishcommunity.1heerror ofthathas been foundoutafew yearsago. But
"

shall thesons
oiGod fall back before the sons of Voltaire!" The burning words ofthe great Frenchorator,are answered by all Catholics with an em-phatic "No !"— Iam, etc. M

GODLESS EDUCATION.
To the Editor of theN.Z. Tablet.

Sir,— lt is tobe hopedthat theelection of the new SchoolCom-mittee mayhave the effect of letting the infidel band,which hashitherto sat uponus like a horriblenightmare, see that they are nolonger to play at pleasure the dictator to. a professedly Christiancommunity ;on the other handitis to be hopadthat those whohavesomerespect left for religionmly see the necessity that exists for
using to purpose the power they have got. Qur infidelneighbours
and half-hearted religionists have heretofore almost wrought them-selves into a phrensy over thebigotry, forsooth,'that lurkedi.i everymild, almost apologetic, assertion of Christian right;but, sir, wehavehad* tasteof what those cando who carenothing for religion
and that tastehas left a bitternessbehindit whichyears tocome°willnot obliterate. The secularists have been permitted to set upJti'ii- gr° for a time' and a sony g°d he bas proved to be.Of thisIamsure that, granting the worst that has ever been saidaboutdenominationalism,it wouldbehardnow toconvince us thatit
is worse than themoral plague, in the shapeof the scholastic system,which hasfor a moment been imposed uponus inNew Zealand.Where there is no fear of God, it appears to me, you may saythereno firm principle will bo found;a wavering, cunnin« disre-putable telescopingof the future willtake its place, and,as a matterof course,our legislative adventurers are doinoc their best tobrin« upthe artof balancing themselves ona fence to the dignityof a science.Itis surely owing to the moral blindness of the crowdandtheindifference of those whose perceptions are clearer thatmenlike thebulk of our representativesget into office. Look,for example,at theAttorney-Generaleven on Monday night last, andsay if the exhibi-tion was not painful.. Iwouldnot like tosay that the office whichhe fills hashad the effect of softening his brain, still the point isworthyof consideration. Whata farragoofnonsensehe spokewhenthe Education Act was jeeringly handed down to him for his ex-planation as to whether womencould vote— wivesaswellashusbands—

invirtue of the sameestate, andIventure to assert that no man,
not presuming on the insanity of his audience,could affirm thathus-band andwife could vote in virtue of the same property, but thelearned^ Attorney's perceptions are so much clearer than other
mortals' ;then he canseeblack where they see white, and vice versa.Itmay stave off the clear perception of the fatal hour at handfor the Hon. R. Stout not to put forwardhis name onsuchan occa-sion asMonday night presented, but it willnot delay it;his utterdisi-p^ard of the religious feelings of this community has been notonl} known, but so thrust inour facesthat aNemesishas sprung intobeing which will neither be pacified nor deceived. Idonot"knowwhether the Attorney-General is thinking of taking that "con-foundedly sharp curve" or not, butitmaybe well be askedif, whenby way of explanation of the utter secularism of the Bill he saidsomething to the effect that, had it been otherwise, free-thinkersmight have applied for the schools for their worship; it maywell be askedIsay if this was the moving spring of his con-
duct—to put the question toany one whoknows thegentleman is toanswerit. Sir,Icould respect consistency even in the devil, butwhenhe begins tocome out in garments of light, incipient respectvanishes. The Attorney-Generalhasgone too far toretracehis stepsHe has read nodoubt the story of the boy and the wolf, and somehow or other we fancy that we have a moral plague tostamp out,
and we'll <&> it.

Sir, itis such men as Mr. Stout thatperpetuatethe jealousies audheartburnings that are supposed to exist amongProtestants, Catho-lics, and others, and that too, by the very means they take, if youbelieve them, to remove all such jealousies;they wouldperpetuate
peace by the destructionof all solid basis of peace. Perhaps,you
would kindly enquireif the Attorney-Generalhas ever, onany occa-sion said that the best wayof counteracting the Roman Catholic
influence was for Protestants to nominate their own friends,&c. If
such reportsgo abroad they make usuneasy, when we find denomi-nationalism cursed inone breathand blessjdin another. Ihopeyou
willnot)cease inyour efforts toobtain ineducation what youdemand,for in obtaining it, we will all derive benefit. WereIsure that re-
ligion could be taught apartfrom denominationalism Iwouldbe con-tent. This, however, the sectarianism of secularism forbids, and,perhaps,itis well for whatparthas Christ withBelial.

Yours,&c,
A Protestant.

AN UNFAIR CHARGE.
To the Editor of the N. Z.Tablet.

&in>
—Ihavenoticed inyour issue of 24th inst. anunwarrantable

attack made by the district officers of theH.A.C.B.S. attheir annualmeetingagainst some officersof the Oamaru branch for "misappro-
priation"of funds upon the informationof twomembers fromhere.Now, Sir,Iwish to inform your readers that these Dunedinofficers never gave the slightest notice in any shape or form to theoflii et-fc here that this seriouscharge was laid against them, until theysent,itabroadon the wingsof the Press. Thosewiseacres of Dunedinhad nither theprudencenor the consideration, to give us an oppor-tunity of defending ourselves from this charge;nor had they the
fairness to tell whoare they whoare charged,or wholaid the charge.
Of course itis quiteenough toproveitthatfourof those

"
wiseacres'

"
namesare gone forthsigned at the footof their report,and they giveastheir authority that they have receivedletters from two members
from Oamaru. Now, letthem them takeitillor otherwise of me,I
tell them that a moreuncharitable act wasnever done by any man,
or body of men, than that which theyhavedone.
Ihavebeen secretary for this Branch during the last 18 months.WhenItook office Iwas furnishedwithanaccount oftheamount ofmoney to the creditof this Branch at that date,whichIcan produce,

and also the amount of money received andpaid awaysince then up
to thepresent. We haveitall, as they say, "inblack and white,"
with day and date,andIdefy either the menfrom Camaru, who everthey may be,or the imprudent "wiseacres" of Dunedin, to prove
thatone shillinghas been misappropriated. Ialso request of them

The organs of the Conservativeparty in theGerman empire ai«congratulating Bismarckuponhis decision to come to terms with theVatican, maintaining that, inthe lightof recentoccurrences,Germanyhas more to gain from the Ultramontancs than from the Socialists,
Ten yearsagoPopePius IX,said asmuch.
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to furnish a copy of those letters that they have received to the1ablet,with thenames ofthe writers, inorder that they may provetheir charge. There is noother wayof settling thematternow thanthrough the Tablet,where the charge first appeared. Ispeak nowfor myself, and, as far asIknow,Ican do the same formy brotherofficers ;we wantnohole andcorner work. The charge is now laidand we want tohaveitproperly investigated, all through the public.Press. Then if weare foundguilty it will be time enoughto charge"
some officers with misappropriation" and charges of a " "rave"nature,and if the case goosthe reverse way, we shall havehad anopportunity of knowing our accusers. Ihopeyou will excuseme fortrespassingonyour space;butIfeel,incommon with others, that a

serious chargehas beencirculated concerningus, andIwish the casetobe thoroughly sifted, sothat instead of the Dunedin officers andthe twopersons from Oamaru, we may have the public to jud<»c ofourcase. Knowingalso that yourmottois Fiat Juxtitia,Isay FiatJuxtitiaruat eoelum.
Iamprepared togive a full andcorrectaccount o£ the funds ofthe Branch whencalleduponby the properauthorities.—lam, &c,

P.M. MOBONY,

To theEditor of theN.Z.Tablet.
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