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Friday, Jan, 31, 1879,

MR. WAKEFIELD, M.H.R., ON SECULARISM.

WE clip from a ‘Ifmarn contemporary the’ folfowing exiract from Mr.
Wakefields's Jute address to his 2onsti};uéms e g
Now I come to a specinl subject, one indced jn which we all take
aspcclnllmterc_st. Last serricn Mr, Cmlis, ke mcpober for Nelson,
brought in a Bill to make the practice geneanl thionghout the colony
of subsidising dencminalionsl education where the tchools fulfilled
the requirements of 1he Government Inepeetor.  This it will be ob-
eerved was the cstablishment of a modified form of denominational
education, In 1he provinces of Nelvon and Hawke's Bay, they alivays
had a dencmipational system of education. In Nelson, where I lived
mysclf, I know {licie ‘me no better schools than ihose conducted by
religious bodies ; there is no proselytising ; tke children are taught
the elements of religion and =ound morality, and during the nineteen
years they were in cxistence in Nelson, to my knowledge no com-
piaint had ever been made against than, The object of the Bill was
to resfore to fome cxtent 1hese dopeminational schools which, I
believe, wonld have been a very good thing, bui ihe Government wns
oppored to it, and did a very unjustifinble thing in attempting fo
burkp its being discussed. I hold that every question effecting the
public should be allowed to be fairly discussed The Govern-
ment took adventage of the forms of the House io {hrow
out the Bill. However, lbe fceling of the House was &0
strong on the matter that the Bill was restored fo the Order
aper.  Mr, Stout then agiecd that a particular day should
se‘t apart for discussing it, but it was afterwnids so arranged by
the Government ihat the Bill should bediscussed after half-past fivcon
anotber day. A number of the members knew nothigg about this
change, amongst them myself, and I was not in the Honse when a
division was taken on the question. The late Mr, Teschemaker and
m]yself were supporters of the Bill, nnd we were not in attendance
Wwhen the Bill went to a division, But it was Jost only by six votes,
and-tbat Iact is, I think, the strongest proof that the opinion of the
Housze regarding the education question had very much changed since
the previous segsion. It is my belief that we shall be obliged to come
back toa denominational system whether we like it or not. The only
real objection urged against this system is that it is very expensive,
that is to say thac instead of the Government aiding a small number
of large achools they will have to aid a great number of smaller ones,
It is saiq that a proper distribution of the funds could be made to the
schools witheut dissipating the educational fund whatever, I hope
that is the case, but cven, if not, wonld it not be better for us to spend
rtore money o the education of our children, and o get a good educa-

ti?n. . Of he money we now spend, a very large snm is wasted in
bringing up the whole youihful population of this colony without

teaching them any roligion, Such a system I am sure is o very bad
one,and one which issureto land ugina very bad position ina short time.
Well, gentlemen, I am very glad fo hear that cheer, for it was only
a very short time ago that a man would not dare to stand up ona
public platform in New Zealand and express such a sentiment, I
remember well thae Mr, Stafford lost his election at Heathicote through
making a remark like the one Ihave just made. Isay we area Clrdstian
People, and we cannot submit to have our children brought up with-
out religion at all.  Some people maintain that we can educate the
children in the public schools without religious instruction in those
schools, and that they can then be langht the principles of morality ;
but I say that nothing of the kind can be done.  We have learnt onr
own sense of what was right from the Bible, and we nre not going to
introdnce any system of Greek philosophy—that no two men arce
agreed upon—and to see our children brought up without religious
Instruction in our public schools. We are not prepared o throw
away that system under which Christianity has spread through out
the whole world during the last cighteen centuries, T myself would
rather see my children dead than grow up without religion, and I say
that this is the feeling throughout the whole counu‘y? I say I at-
tribute half the prevailing larvikinism iu onr towns to the preseut
system of education. If we are to have denominationalism, we must
consider thosc who bold different views to onr awn, and be most
strongly against children learning religion according to a faith they
do not belong to (hear, hear), Tet us be just and gencrous toevery-
body, and let us not, while we do this, introduce anything like
bigotry. 'This is the very worst form the question can assume, and I
hope nnd trust we shall never have it heie, (Chearg). T feel sme of
this, that the time will come when we shall have religion in onr
schools, sc that the opinions of the people who differ from us in
religious matters may be respected. (Cheers),
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THE BISHOT OF WELLINGTON AT TIMARU.

— ———
WE clip from the Evening Telegraph of the 20th inst., the following re-
marks made in bis late sermon at Timaru by the Lev, Dr. Ledwood.
He remarked that it was necessary for them to have Catholic
education, The Church bad again and again1aised her voice against
schools wherein even the hame of God was not allowed to he spoken,
or religious prineciples inculeated. The Church had declared that
such schools were positively pernicious and dangerous to Catholic
children, It was therefore necessary to bave Catholic schools. His
hearers might say that it was a hard thing to pay taxes for schools,
and at the same time not to be allowed to Liave either hand or part
therein, But the consideration of their children’s cducation, in accord-
ance with the teaching of their Church, was of a higher aim than
that of the paltry money they would pay in taxes. Whaether they
bad a hand or part in it or not, it was veeesrary to bave Catholic
scl_:oo}s, and by establishing them it was the best way to get some-
thing from the Government. Let Catholies sct the example and
#how the Government what they could do,  If Catholics did not make
an effort in cstablishing schools, but cowed down before the Govera-
ment, then their enemics would triumph over them and say that they
could not do theirdaty.  Asshowing, however, that efforts were being
magde, he would state that in other parts of New Zealand, Catholics
were trying to get schools established. Xt was a principle of the
Catholic faith that religion must go hand in hand with secular
teaching in ibe schools, and when they liad no such schools of their
own, the parepts mus't use Lbeir infilnenee to counteract the pernicious
cfiects of the instruction otherwise imparted, Whilst, however, talk-

ing in {bat sirain, he woold not forget to impress on his' Catholic

Licarcrs the fact that in Timary they bad means to establish educational
schools in their midst, They were strictly bound to assist in their
cstnblishment, They bad property, and their numbers wers such
that they must at once act in the watter. Their pastors would not
allow th¢m to go on any longer without ihem, and he was there that
day to sce what could be done in the good cause, He warned Catho-
lic parents that if they allowed their children to be educated in the
preeent echools they were guilty of great scandal in depriving obhildren
of Catholic morality. He koew they were only too anxious to have
theze gchoels o soon ag means allowed, and he would submit a plan
whereby they could have the schools erected in a few months, That
bad becn resolved on by their pastors, and it was their sovereign
duty to assist them, and they must also look to the future as well as
to the present. It was necessary to found fwo schools, one for boym
and one for girls. In order for the boys fo be pro}}l)erly educated, it
was in contemplation to have the assistance of Christian Brothers,
nnd for girls they had in view the cmployment of an order of nuns,
This would be an immense boon for the whole district, as they wonld
be all trained and certificated teachers, who would surpass their
opponents in secular education, and would also be well founded in
religion. If any child went astray after being educated in ome of
these schools, then its parvents could say they had Gone their Quty and
their conscience wag safe, It would be necessary to have two schools,
one under ibe charge of a Catholie school-master, and the other under
the charge of a Catholic school-mictress, till arrangements were com-
pleted with the Christian Brothers and Sisters, Their venerable
pastor, Father Chataigner, has resolved to pass over to the Bishop of
the diocere half an acre of land on the eastern side of the town belt,
for the boys’ school, This land cost him £620, and it wonld be handed
over free of any cost. That would be the subecription of their clergy.
A portion of land would also by secured on the western side of the
town belt, which he wounld mark out for the girls' school and which
wonld cventually become a convent. Both schools would thus be
under the eye of the clergy. It would not cost them much more for
the two than for the one school, and the difference in the cost was in
reality nothing when comparved with the advantages to be derived,

LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE
DUNEDIN CATHEDRAL,

OxN Sunday last, 26th inst., Pouotifical High Mass was celebrated a
8t. Josepl's Chureh, Dunedin, at 11 a,m.  His Lordship the Bishop
of Wellington acting as celebrant, the Rev, Fathors Larkinand Crowley
as dencon and sub-deacon respectively ; the Rev. Father Higgins as
Priest Assistant at the altar: and the Rev, Father McEnroe, B.J., as
Master of Ceremonies. As the cercmony of laying the foundation
stonc of the cathedral was to commence at 3 pan., no sermon was
preacbed so that the convenience of the congregation might be the
better providett for. At the hour appointed in the afternocon a pro-
cession was formed in front of Bt, Joseph’s Church, in the followinyg
order :—The cross-bearer, girls of ¥t. Joseph's female schools in
white dresses and veils, boys of the Christian Brothers' schools, wear-
ing temperance and confirmation scarfs, and under the carc of their
teachers, the Christinn Brothers 1 Association of the Children of Mary,
preceded by the Banner of the Blessed Virgin and wearing the blue
and white garments of the society ; Members of the Catholic Associze
tion, headed by the Banner of the Swered Heart; mcembers of the
H.A.C.B.8,, iu their regalia ; females of the congregation ; males of
the congregation ; acolytes, priests, and bishops, The school children
arrived first on the site of the new building and were ranged in order
forming a semi-eirele in front of the formdation stone, and according
as the pr cession advanced those who formed it teok up a position
behind where the children stood.  The whole constitating a group
that had a very good effeet, There were also present a very large
number of people belonging to various denowinations, who were
rematkable for the decornm of their condnct.  The number could not
bave been far shost of 10,000, for the eathedral will furnish sitting
room for 2,000 and a space much larger than that it will finally cover
was denscly packed with people stauding, besides many on the
outskirts of the ¢rowd, .

The ceremonies were then procceded with, the cheir of the
Children of Mayy rendering the responses to the Litany., Under the
foundation stone were placed copics of the N. 2, TABLET, the Otage
Tttty 1 imes, and the Moruing Lierald newspapers, and several coins
bearing the date 1878 ; and the following Latin inscription, of which
we furnish, also, a translation,

Tu honorem et gloriam ASteini Dei Omuipotentis Patris et Filiict
Spiritus Saneti : in honorem Jesu Clidsti ¥ilii Del Unigeniti, Redemp-
toris Nostii ; in angmentum devotionis, erga 8.8, Eucharistine Sacra-
mentum : erga Beatam Mariam Scmyper Virginemn, et Sponsum ejus
gloriosum Joseph ; hae die VII Kal, ¥ceb., anno reparate salutis
MDCCCLXXIX ; Leene I'apa XIIL sedem esanctam occupante ;
Llevissimo Patritio Moran anuos guidenn XXIIT—ad episcopatum
eveeto, decimo autem anno Diccesim Dunedinensem eujus episcopalem
curam ille primus gerit, regenfe: Victoria Britannine Magme ct,
Hiberniie Regina neenon ¢t Indisrum Imperatrice anno XLII-
regnante: Equite Mercule Lobinsvn Novie Zelaudiwe Gubernatore
Generali; Ministro veiv Primario Equite Georgio Grey; Coram
Revissimo Francisco Redwood Episcopo Wellingtonensi, atcque feie
omuibus totins Diceeesis Dunedinensis Sacerdotibus, populique magno
concursu : lapsis hic Angularis Beclesios Cathedralis Sancti Joscph,
juxta formam a Franciseo G l'etre Anmigero excogitatamn sedificando,
& Revissimo l'atritio 3oton Episcopo Duncdinensi, benedictus et
positug est,

To the honour and glory of the Eternal Omnipotent God, and of
His only Bon Jesus Christ Our Bedecmer, to promote devotion to the
Most Holy Sacrament of the Encharist, to Blessedl Mary ever Virgin
and her glorious spouse. Bt. Joseph, this foundation stone of ihe
Cathedral Church of Bt Joseph, designed by Frank W, Petre, Esq.,
was laid to-day, the 26th January, 1879, by the Most Reverend P,
Moran, Bishop of Duncdin, assisted Ly the Most Reverend Francis
Redwood, Bishop of Wellington, and almost all the clergy of the
diocese of Dunedin, in {he presence of a vast multitnde of people of
all elasses, in the Pontificate of Pope Leo XIIL, in the 28rd year of
the Episcopute of the Most Liev, I', Moran, and the 10th year of his
incumbency of the diocese of Dunedin, in the 42ud year of the rvign




