Friday, Oct, 11, 1878,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET, 7.

. _ Becondly, it is constitutional law in Great Britain that blasphemy
18 punishable at common law, The proof is {rom thae followiag pas~
Sage ot Btephen’s “Commentary on the Laws of England 7 :—
“ Blasphemy against the Almighty, by denying His being or provi-
denee, or by contumelious reproaches of cur Saviour Christ, also all
brofane scoffing at Holy Scriptures, as exposing it to conterupt and
ridicnlo—these offences are punishable at common law by fine and
imprisonment, or other infamons corporal punishient, for Christianity
i a part of the laws of England "—ihere you have the principle
undcrlying the whole legislation of Christendom in the middle ages
—*and g blasphemaous libel may be prosecuted as an offence at com-
mon law, and punished by fine and imprispnment.” And ihe same
authority could be quoted to show that ctrsing and profane swearing
and profanation of the Lord’s Day are punishable by the common
law of England,

Thi . and lastly, T ind that civil allegiance and the right to
the crown'of England depend on religions crecd. The act of scttle-
ment to the crown of England was passed in the first of Willlan: and
Mary. Another Act was subsequently passed—12 and 13 Willlam
HI, cap. 2—affecting the limitation of the crown. The first scetion
of that Act limited the suceession to Princoss Bophia and the heirs of
her body, “being Protestant.”” The second section provided that any
person who shall take or inkerit the crown of England by virtue of
su.ch limitation, and is or shall be reconciled to or hold communion
with the See or Church of Rome, or shall profess the Popish religion,
or mairy a Iapist, shall be subject to the incapacities provided by the
recited  Act, that is, shall for ever be incapable of possessing the
crown, and the people are in such cases absolved from their allegianee.
The thin section further provided that whoever shall hereafter come
to the possession of the crown * shall join in commaunion with the
Chureh of England, as by law established.” The result of this is
that no person can be sovereign of these realms unless “he join in
communion with the Church of England as by Inw established.”
Nonconformists and Catholics, therefore, appear here to he in the
same condition, It was also provided that a sovereign helding com-
munion with the Bee of Rome, or becoming a convert, or even
“marrying a Catholie,” is thereby deposcd, and his or her subjects
absolved from allegiance. Hence we draw the irrefragable conclu-
sion, that the English eonstitution does not admit full and entire
liberty in the matter of conseicnce and worship, It restricts these
liberties upen the same principle that the Pope restriets them,
namely, because Christinuity is part of the laws of England. Far
from npproving or praising all kinds of Iiberty of worship or of con-
science, the English constitution in legislating on these matters uses
the very same terms as the Pope. For the Act which first grantod liberty
of warship, the Act passed in 1688—that being the first time that the
English Constitution recognised liberty of worship for Dissenters and
Nonconformists—ivas ealled a * Toleration Act.” Bo, in the same
manner, when Catholies behold a hundred different seets, when the
Pope, from his prison of the Vatican, looks out into a Christendom
eplit up into a Lnndred denominations, he and we do not bless the
division, we do not consecrate by words of praise and approval this
destruction of unity and of Christendom, bnk we ¥ tolerate ” it in the
Same manner that the English Censtitution has brought in an Act
calling it simply a ©Toleration Act” Hence, while not o Ffew
Englishmen are so loud in their denunciations of Roman intolerance,
they will perbaps be rather startled in waking up to the fact that, in
principle as to liberty of worship, their own laws are as Popish as
those of the Pope,

I again refer to that commeon acensation, by which we find in
our leading newspapers—such as the London Zimes, the apology of
the present persecution of Catbolics in Germany and other countrics
—if Catholics got the upper hand again they would punisk nom-
Catholics as heretics. The assertion is utterly false, and not a single
precedent can be produced to prove it. It isas unfair as for us to say,
if ever Protestantism regained its domiration, i% would repeal the
Emaneipation Act, re-impose the Test Act, re-enact the Penal Laws,
and renew the persecutions of Elizabeth. Reasonand ex pericnce have
taught the non-Catholie world that principle on whiclh the Catholic
Church has ever acted, namely, that in a de fucto divided community,
where religious unity iz a present impossibility, the less of twae ovils
is a practical toleration. The lask of the Catholie Church in the
lamentable divisions of the present time is to endeavonr to bring
back the nations to the unity of faith by the pacific meaus of per-
suasion. If ever the happy day should dawn, when rcligions unity
in Catholig truth prevails, then, indeed, she will remind prinees of
their Quty Jgprotect the truth ; for truth has essential right to exis-
tence, whiie ervor in itself deserves nothing but suppression. The
protection of tiuth in a religionsly united community, and the tolera-
tion of error in a religiously divided community—such is the doctiine
und practice of the Catholic Church. In this she stands forth at once
the champion of truth and the promoter of liberty,

ARCHBISHOP ALEMANY’S PASTORAT.

——————
THE Most Rev. Joseph Sadoc Alemany, D.D.,, O.P,, Archbishop of
Ban T'rancisco, in a Pastoral Letter on the oceasion of a colicetion for
the Pope, avails himself of the opportunity to refer, among other
things, to the following topics

CATHOLIC PAPERS, OFFICIAT, ORGAXNS,

It is, besides, agrecahle, interesting and generally conducive to
enliven our faith, to read sound Catholic periodicals, in which the
struggles and trinmphs of the Church thronghont the world are
brought to our notice; the local religious events are recorded, the
voice of lhe emingnt defenders of the faith is heard, and the Allocu-
tions of the Father of the faithful reach us for our edification,
Hence, most of the dioceses or provinces possess a Catholic journal,
generally the organ of one or more Bishops, which as a true friend
pericdically visits the variuus families, and is entitled to a corres
ponding friendiy welcome. Instead of reading scurrilous sheets, we
should rather encourage suck Catholic journals as greatly consributing
to the cause of truth,  We do not mean to state that whatover ap-

—

pears in them is emanating from the Prelates, or that any statement
in them should be charged on the Church, even when they be the
offieial organs of Bishops, who are respontible only for what appears
under their signatures; yet we take pleasure in echoing heré the wiss
words of the Fathers of the second Plenary Council, who say o this
subject : “We cheerfally acknowledge the services the Catholic Press
has rendered to religion, as also the disinterestedness with which, in
most instances, it has been conducted, although yielding to publishers
and editors a very jnsufficient return for their labours. We exhort
the Catholic community to extend to thése publications a more liberal
support, in order that they may ho enabled to become more worthy
of the great cause they advocate, Itis our duty to avail cursclves of
this mode of making known the truths of our religion, and removing
the misapprehensions which so generally prevailed in regard to
them.
CATHOLIC SCHOOQYLS, .

The last, though not the lcast, point to which we beg your
earnest consideration is the obligation of possesaing, supporting and
using Parochial Bchools, It would be desirable snd repubhcan—hlge
if the people would charitably consider the unequal and unfair
method of exacting an enormous taxation to conduct a gystem of edu-
caflon, which, though satisfactory to many, fails to meet all the de-
mands of a considerable portion of the community. Were we under
a monarch, we could understand why a hundred and fifty thousand
in this city, nay, three-fifths of its population, should be overburdened
with a crusbing weight of taxation, to support what they find incom-
plete, as nnprovided with the most important class—that of religion.
Wao value the enlightenment of the mind, but we do not prize less the
culture of the heart ; and of the two, the latter is the most 1mpo_1'taut.
Learning is necessary for sociely, yet virtue is molessse. It is not
only Bt. Panl that declares relizion important for temporal happi-
ness, no less than for the eternal, but the wisest of the ancient philo-
sophers proclaimed also, that socicty, without religion, could not
endure any more than a building without foundations, or a.fortx:ess
without walls. Relizion, in order to benefit sociely, should be im-
parted to children while young ; for otherwise the passions, l_onsr un-
restrained, will not be apt to learn moderation, Some will imagine
that religious education may be given after the sehool hours, or cn
Bundays ; yet experience proves that the tonder minds, after being
sufficiently strained at school, cannot be essily taxed again with
another, perhaps less agrecable, lesson, bué they clamor for the
natural righls of relaxation ; and the same rcason holds good, more
or less, on Sundays. The inconvenicnee is prudently met _by some
practical satistactory measures in some countrios less republican and
nearly as wise as ours ; and as ways and means are found to gratify
a smaller number petitioning for a class of French or German, a way
could he found to satisfy a far larger number of citizens of various
denominations, londly ealing for a catechetical class, which they con-
sider the most important.  But, 3f wo will not be heard, we shoald
patiently submit, without, however, losing sight of our duty to cur
children, TFor, if we recogni e God, the King of the Creation, the
Baviour of Mankind, and the Bupreme Judge of all, we must also
acknowledge His elaim on the grateful worsh'p even of children, who
will not likely learn how to discharge that debt, wnless they be
regolarly twght to do so when young, We toil with unceasiug
diligence to provide for their tempotal wants, and the cnlture of their
intellect ; but we would neglect the most important part of our duty, if
we omitted to adorn their soul with that religious training and virtne
which will prepare them to becomo upright members of society and
citizens of heaven. We cannot educate our children by halves, if we
lave their well-being. “ We ean,” {as Leo XIII is reported to have
recently said) “ we can in no way revive the judgment of Solomon on
the child, and divide him by an unreasonable and cruel blow Jof the
sword, separating his understanding from hiswill. = While cultivating
the first, it is necessary to direct the socond in the acquirement of
virtuous habits and to his Iast end. He who, in the education of
youth, neglects the will and concentrates all his energies on the cul-
ture of the intellect sncceeds in turain o cducation into a dangerous
weapon in the hands of the wicked. It is the reasoning of the
intellect that sometimes joins with the evil propensities of the will,
and gives them a power that baffles all resistance.”

THE IIOLY SACRAMENT T0 BE REVUSED TO PARENTS WHO NEGLECT
THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN,

Much has been done by many of yom in erecting parochial
schools, colleges and academies, but there are some who neither take
part in the noble burden nor avail themselves of the facilities placed
within their reach. Itis a well-known and avowed fact that none
can surpass the Jesuits, the Christian Brothers, and the Sisters, in
literary accomplishments and in the talent of imparting them Lo chil-
dren ; and yet some make a pretext for their pusillanimous spirit and
sending their ¢hildren to un-Christian schools, the plea of their vain
supeijority, It is true, that sometimes parents live too fir fron
Chiistian Schools, or may have sorae other especially serious impedi-
ments ; but in the absence of such reasons pastors are not allowed to
admit to the Holy Bacraments, parents who eijthor expose their chil-
dren in such schools to grow without due Christian training, or take
not the proper precantion to see that they be not infected by evil
associates,

Children soon grow, parents rapidly advance in age, time swiftly
passes away ; let us therefore worship God, let us love His trne reve-
Iation, let us shun fallacious intriguers, let us practice our religious
dutics ; and thus by keeping Gtod's Holy Law, we shall enter eternal
life,

* The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity of God, and
the communication of the Holy Grhost be with you all,”

Your humble and devated servant in Christ,

1 JosEpH 8apog, O.P,,
Archbishop of 8an Francisco,
8an Francisco, Bt. Ignatins’ Feast, 1878,
e ———
THE number of students in the Mount Melleray Beminary, Ireland,

last year excceded ane lwndred and thirty, Fully five-sixths of these
are destined for the foreign missions,



