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CATHOLIC MISSIONS,

—
.

Tur Rev. A, M. Garin writes to the editor of fhe Nelson Culonist :—
The approaching visit of the Rev. Father Hennebery to Nelson renders
il desirahle to offer some explanation of his purposs in coming here.

The Church has many missionary priests doing different kinds of
work, Some having a special vocation, are sent to labour among Lhe
Beathen ; othevs visit places where Catholic congregations are alraacly
established, for the purpose of cxciting grealer zeal in the cause of
religion, There are many other ways in which the Chureh makes usc
of missionaries ; for instancs, some devote themselves to teaching
philosoply and theology to young men destined for the prizsthosd.
The Marist Fathers, whose Order closely resembles that of the Jesults,
which comprises in its constitation all sorts of missions, cama o New
Zzaland originally to minister to the Maoris, and some of them arve
still engazel in that work.  Tha rapidly changlng circumstances of
the eountry, however, consequent wpon the influx of Ruropaans, cast
2 the Catholic Bishops of New Zanland the duty of providing for
1.9 .tered spiritnal wants, and the mission was extended so as to e~
brace on a larger seale both Europeans and Natives, Thus the Marists
bacamz notb only the missionaries to ths Maoris, bat also ths parish
priests of the colony, The diocese of Wellington was from the first
wader their exclusive charge ; first under the lamented Bishop Viard,
and now under Bishop Redwood, It was in 1830 I was appointed by
Bishop Viard to the charge of the Nelson Mission, receiving from him
the appointment of Rictor of 8t. Mary's, and baing allowed at the
game time a Curate to assist me, anl to act as Cuarate-in-charge of
Waimea, Wakefield, and Takaka,

But the Rav. Father Hennchery is a missionary not doing exactly
t1e same work, He goei to such places as the Holy Sce thinks
propar, for a limitad tim3, armal swith thesperial rezomnenlation of
tha Pope, anl empowered to grant cartain indalgences to such of the
faithEal as religicusly attend his sarvicas.  He is seab nat to prosely-
tise, bat as a Catholic priest of clogquenes and ability to deliver a
course of spiritnal lectures to the members of his Church., 1f Protes-
tants choose to attend his services, which they ave parfectly welecoms
t> do, and as they bave done in large numbars elsewhere, lef them
first of all elearly understand the position the rev. father oceupies, and
the special duties he comes here to perform. Thay onght not to blam:
him afterwards if they hear anything they do not like, Iic doesnot
appear as a controversialist, bnt it g evident that in expounding
Catholic dostrines to Catholics, he may say something that would
sound offensively in Protestant ears. 83 much for the mission ar-
vices, which, a3 I have tried to explain, are specially intended for
Catholics, bat to which all ean go who please.

There is, however, another matter which the rev. missionary ad-
vocates from strong peorssual conviction, the result of world-wids
experience ; that is the canss of temporance.  He is one of tha ablest
anl most ardent apostles of teetotalism, and ib is cortainly rather a
startling fact that he should, in less than a year, by his reasoning and
eloquence, have induced about 7000 persons in this colony to take the
pledge.,  Many of these perhaps will fall away, but nevertheless it is
wonderful that so many should have been seriously induced to make an
attempt at total abstinence. I do net know if he wiil consent to de-
liver a lecture on this subject in & publie hall, babt those interestad
specially in the cause should lose no time in ascertaining, if they wish
to secure his eloguent advozacy.

DuRrING the five months from the 1st October last to the Ist
March of the present year, nearly 19,000 adult pagans have been in-
structed and baptised in the three Vicariates-Apostolic of Colmbatore,
Mysore, Pondicherry ; and besides these 12,000 children at the point
of death have been baptised. At Pondicherry there are now 3,831
catechumens,

PROBPECTUS
OF THE
}I EW ZEALAND RAILWAY WAGGON COM-
PANY, LIMITED,
Capital £102,000.

In 10,000 shares of £10 cach, of which it is proposed to cnll up £3.

viz. :~—58 on application ; s on allotment ; and tbe balance in

calls of 10y gachy, at intervals of not less than three months,

ProvisIoNAL DIRecrons—G. (. Russell (National Mortgage
and Agency Company of N.Z.) ; Henry Driver, M.H.R., (New Zealand
Zown and Mercantile Agency Company); W. H. Cutten, M.H.R. ;

qohn Davie (M‘Landress, Hepburn and Co.); James Mills (Union

4, Bteam Bhip Company of New Zealand) ; Wilham Feans (Timaru);
John M‘Gregor, C.E.; Jas, . Maitland (Commissioper of Crown
Lands) ; Walter Guthrie (Guthrie and Larnach's New, Zealand Tin-
ber and Woodware Factories Company, Limited) ; P. C. Neill (Netll
and Co); T. B, Grabam (Bing, Harris and Co); Allan Holmes
{Solicitar),

BANKERS—Nuational Bank of New Zealand, Limited.

SoLICITOR--A, Holmes.

BroxER—J. A, Mackenzie,

This Company is promoted with the view of supplying the great
and increasing want of rolling stock on the Government railways,

It is a well-known fact that, ever since the railways in thisisland
have been opened, the supply of trucks has beenr quite insufficient for
the needs of the system ; and as the lines are extended, and the traffic
increases, the evil is becoming more and more seriously felt,

Al elasses using the railways for the transmission of goods, grain,
minerals, &e., have already suffered more or less inconvenience and
loss from this cause, and will continue to do so even more severely,
unless steps are taken at once to remedy this state of matters.

Already the Government rolling stock is greatly overtasked, and
with the completion of the main line between Christchurch and In.
vercargill, and the branch lines now in course of coustruction, will be
still more 8o ; and it is quite certain that, owing to the heavy expen-

diture necessary to complete the lines ab present being constructed,

the proper eqnipment of the varions lines with rolling stock will be

even more neglected in the future than in the past.

There has been an inclination on the part of individuals to attempt
to supply their special wants by providing their own trucks, but with
no result, as the matter is one which can only be satisfactorily dealt
with 5s :1 special line of business.

Exactly the same atate of afiairs has been developed in England,
the capital of the original companies has proved insnffizient to main-
tain a proper supply of rolling stock on their lines, and individuals
have boen unable to supplement the defect, Consequently, a large
number of Waggon Companiss hive bzen started, which are now
tending to engross this class of business into thzir own hands, witly,
in nenrly all cases, very satisfactory results,

The present Company is intended by the Provisional Directorsfo
ozeupy exactly the same position as the English Waggon Companies.
The project has bien submitted to, and aftor carefnl investigation,
approvel of by the Government, and in order fo offsr private enter-
prise enferprisz suffizient inducement to undertake this necessary
work, it has bzen agreed to alter the rates of freight, so that goods
earried in the Compaay's waggon will ba allowed 2 rebate equal to
one panny per waggon par mile. The above rebate has baen fixed
for a period of five years, but should the Government nat ba willing
to extend it, they ave to purchase the wazzons of th2 Company at
their then value.

Thae business of the Company will be the building of railway and
tramway rolling stock of every description, and selling or leasing the
sam2 to the Governmant, private railway companies, grain merchants,
and others.

The profits made by companies engaged in this class of business
in Enzlan] are very larze. A statemont extracted from Financial
Opinian of May 1678, is appands], shoxing th value of shares in a
number of thes: companies, anl the dividsnds paid by them have
rangel from 9 to 20 per cent.

In the pres:mt ease the abave rebate would enable .th? Company
to let out their wagons on such t2rms3 as would yield a handsoms profit
to thr sharehnlders, anl the hives coald in all cises depend on a
regular supply, and wonld have the rixht to anloal when eoaveaient
to himself, without liability for demurraze,

Tha following cirealation will sho v tha prolits to ba derived from
thz operations of thr Company :(—

Allowinz sixty miles as the averaz2 weekly mileyze of a wagon (a
vory low estimate), the Goverament rebate on afive ton wagon
wainld amount to five shillings per wezk, an1afarthzr sum of five
shillings par wezk woukl be chargel to tha hirer, thus giving a
return of ten shillings per week for each wagon,

500 wagzons it Is estimated would cost, say, £45,000.
Eestimated carnings at 10s per week for one year £13,000
Less maintenance at £2 105 per wagon yearly... £1,250
Dapreciation ab £3 per wagon yearly... 2,500
Management, &c., ... e 1,600
£5,250
Net profit of over 17 per cent, £7,750

The average life of n wagon, as taken from Baglish practice, is
about 14 years, so the sum allowed for depreciation may be considered
ample, and the cost of maintenance has heen fixed at a higher rate
than the Government estimate.

With a view of at once commeneing operations, so that a supply
of wagons may be made available as soon as possible, the Provisional
Directors have obtained from Messrs., James Davidson and Co.
an offer to build such wagons as they may require on exceedingly
favourable terms, rud, in addition, they have agreed to give the Com-
pany the option of purchasing those valuable premises known as the
Jtago Foundry, containing about one acre, und having frontages to
both Castle-street and Cumberland-street, together with such plant as
the Company may require, at any time within twelve months from
the formation of the Company, at a valuation.

Should the Company ultimately agree to purchase the above
premises, the vendors have agreed to take at least one-third of the
purchase money in fully paid-up shares in the Compaoy.

The Company will therefore be in 2 position to determine during
the first twelve months whether it will be better to accept the above
offer, or to secure fresh premises, or continue the system of building
by contract. Thus it will be necessary to eall up only a compara-
tively small amount per share of the subseribed capital until the re-
munerative nature of the business, and the best means of carrying it
on, bave been fully tested.

The share list will close on the 1st day of November, 1878.

Forms of application for shares can be obtained at the National
Bank of New Zualand, and branches, or from Mr, J. &, Mackenzie,
the Company's broker.

STATEMENT RHEWING VALUE OF THE SHARES IN THRE
WAGON COMPANIES IN GREAT BRITAIN AS QUOTED
IN FPINANCIAL OPINION, FOIL MAY, 1878,

Amount of 5, .. Present
: Sharca Paid, Value
Birmingham Wagon Company ... o 20 £10 £17%
Midland Railway Car and Wagon Company 10 10 162
Metropolitan Railway Car and Wagon Co, 10 b 81—
Brown, Matshall and Co. (Limited) 5 I 7
Railway Car Company (Limited) e 5 5 63
Starbruck Car and Wagon Company 10 10 13
Bristol and South Wales Wagon Company
(Limited) v 10 4 7
British Wagon Company (Limited) S 20 10 11
North Central Wagon Company e 20 20 274
8hefficld Wagon Company 20 15 17
Yorkshire Railway Wagon Company 10 10 14

Bristol Wagon Works Company 20 11§
The dividends paid by the above-mentioned comnpanies bave
rangd from 9 to 20 per cent. per annum,



