
ber or weight with the host of sv.blime geniuses in every line pro-
duced atall agesb}r the Catholic Church. A list wouldbe tediors;
werefer any candid student to the scroll of history.

And if we jegnrd the older inventions which have Dvoved of
great and permanent utility tomankind,a far greater number were
made byCatholics thanbynon-Catholics. Who inventedthemariner's
compass ? A Catholic. The art of printing ? A Catholic. Gunpowder ?
A Catholic. The artof printing ? A Catholic. Clocks and watches ?
Catholics. And steamboat navigation? .Again a Catholic; Blaxo
de Garay, aSpaniard, made the first successful experiment in steam
navigationin theharbour of Barcelonain 1543. To Catholics belongs
theglory of the discovery of America,and of first doubling trie Cape
piGood Hope,and penetrating to the Indies. The microscope, the
telescope, the thermometer, the barometer were all invented by
Catholics. Thechief greatdiscoveriesinastronomy

—
thatof Jupiter's

satellites, of spots in the sun, and of most of the new planets or
asteroids

—
weremade by Catholics. Butin sayingthis Idonotintend

todetract from the glory of Newton. The paper onwhich we write,
thegeneral use of window-glassandthe art of stainingit, the weaving
of cloth, the artof enameling in ivory aud metals, the discovery of
stone coal, the sciences of galvanism aud minerology

—
and many

other inventions and improvements werefirst introducedby Catholics,
and that tooin the so-called

'"'
dark" ages. Anditmaybemaintained

on the faithofhistory thatmore greatand important inventionswere
made during the 300 yearspreceding theReformationthanin the 300
years whichhave followedit. Still weare tobetoldthatthe Catholic
Church is the foe of scienceandlearning. Outuponsuch an impudent
fiction andbare-faced calumny ! Why the two greatest periods of
modern literature

—
that of Leo X. and Louis XIV

—
both occurred in

Catholic countries and under Catholic auspices. While the literary
glories of Queen Anne's reign in England were equaled,if not sur-
passed,by those of themuch earlierage ofFerdinandand Isabellain
Spain.

A verycommon charge against theCatholic Church is that she
keepsher peoplein ignorance,and to prove the charge an appeal is
made to the condition of Catholic countries,in which, it is said, the
common people are not educated. No assertion can be more
unfounded.

"
For inevery street in Rome— to take one instance

—
thereare,or atleast therewerewhenthePopeswere free Sovereignsof
Rome, atshort distances piiblicprimary schools for the education of
the lower and middle classes in the neighbourhood. Rome, with a
populationof 158,600 souls,has 372primaryschools, with4B2 teachers
and14,000 children attending them. Has Edinburgh so many schools
for the instruction of these classes ? Berlin, withapopulationabout
doublethatof Rome has only264 schools. Romehas also her univer-
sity, with an average attendance of 660 students ;and the Papal
States, with apopulationof two andahalf millions,contained seven
universities. Prussia, witha populationof 14,000,000 has butseven."
So speaksMr.Laing, anon-CatholicandaScotchman. The testimony
is splendidand conclusive.

Sometimes non-Catholics point their finger at the Irish Catholic
and upbraidhim with his educational inferiority. This shows very
bad taste andextremeignorance. For if Ireland docs not hold the
rank in education she is entitled toit is England's fault. Until a
comparatively recentdate she prevented educationinIreland,in the
samemanneras she crushed manufactures in Ireland and inIndia.
The devotionof the IrishCatholic clergy and people in the cause of
education,has been simply heroic. Whenever the Irish youthhave
had anything like a fair chance, they have been second to none in
intellectualproficiency. For anEnglishman toreproachanIrishman
withhis deficient schooling is likea manstarving another and then
tauntinghim withhis emaciation. Happily England is openingher
eyes \o herbigotedmisgovernment,andis beginning toconcede justice
atleast by smallinstalments. CardinalManning saysthatinprimary
education Ireland is already on a par with England. But the
measurewillnot be filleduntil provisionshavebeenadequately made
for intermediateandhigher education in Ireland, according to the
principlesand feelings of the vast majority ofher people. For seven
centuries Irelandhas battled for the sacred rights of national educa-
tion, but even at this hour, in the light of the 19thcentury, the
boastedlandof freedom and fair-play turns a deaf car to her cry of
right. While Trinity Collegehas its £60,000 a year,and theQueen's
Colleges £ 30,000, withcharters and royalrecognition,that one seat of
learning whichrepresentsthe faith and science of the vast proportion
ofthepeopleremains isolated andalone, without charter or endow-
ment ;it is supported, like some poor scholar, by the charity and
generosity of the faithful. And in New Zealand who can compare

Catholics in their devotionaiulopen-handednessfor thecauseof
education1 Godless education they abhor, and so with one hand
they pay anunjust taxation,and withthe other maintain their own
schools. However, their lights are sacred, andnever will they cease
to protest andagitate against the cryinginjustice,until it isremoved.
Andyet,Isuppose, they must still be called the foes of science and
enlightenment. Suchis thenon-Catholic notionof fair play.

(To concludenextneclt.)

BrotherJasper,thesun-mover,immersed358 coloured converts
inhis church in Richmond, Va., onSunday the 9th June. The pool
was a small one, and whenthe work was over the water was quite
dark. He has boasted thathe can putmoreconverts tinder waterin
oneday thanany other preacher,black or white. On. last Sunday,
800 persons were tobe baptised in theFirstAfricau Church.

We havebeen infoimed that Dr. Kirkus, of this cit}--, recently
preacheda sermonin condemnation of private interpictation of the
Bible. With Dr. Ewer, of New York,reiteratinghis convictionofthe
failure of Protestantism, with the Church Union of the same city
asking for prayers for the dead, with the Baliimore MethodistPro-
testantpresentingarguments for a beliefin the existence of aninter-
mediate state, and withDr.Kirkus labouring to overturn the corner-
stoneof the Protestant schism, the indications are that the truthis
making itself evident, and that the re-union of Christendom is not
such ahopelessthing asmight be thought.— Catholic Mirror,Haiti-
more,

The following singular incident reaches us from Jerusalem. A
Franciscan Father was spat uponintheface by fiveTurkish soldiers,
but thegood Father, a worthy disciple of the meekandhumble St.
Francis, bore the outragewithout the least complaint. Somepassers-
by,however, who had witnessed the scene, reported the affair to the
French Consul, whoat once complained to the pascha, orgovernor.
The latter worthyofficial replied thathe would feel less regret if such
an offence weregiven to himself than to one of the goodFathers. It
must be remarked that this pascha is a fair minded and honorable
man,andholds the Catholics in high esteem. His son is a studentin
the collegeof theFranciscans, and two of his daughters arepupilsin
an academy taught by the Sisters of Sion. The Governor sent the
entire garrison,headedby'their general, to the monastery, to make
an apology for thebrutal outrage offered to the Father. As the five
malefactors couldnot be discovered, lots were cast, and the ten who
had themisfortune todraw the worst lots werepublicly flogged and
sent toprison.— Are Maria.

EaelPekcy, heir to theDukeof Northumberland,England,has
become a Catholic, having been instructed by the priests of the
Oratory atBrompton. Sixty-seven conversions, among them eleven
clergymen, have been reportedin GreatBritain during the fortnight
ending June19,

—
Pilot,

Friday, Sept,13, 1878. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
THE CHINESE FAMINE.

The London Globe (June 28) thinks, judging from the latestaccounts
of thefamine inChina, it would seem tobe themo^t terriblecalamity
of the sort that everbefellmankind. Itis estimated thatmore than
livemillions of humanbeingshavealready perished, and there seems
every likelihood that the number will be doubled, or even trebled,
before the end is reached. "Whole districts, not long ago_ thickly
populated,are completely depopulated, through deathandmigration,
while in other parts the wretched inhabitants would seem to have
become absolutely insane through their sufferings. If it be asked
whatthemandarins aredoing to mitigate the calamity, we fear it
mustbe answered, "Next to nothing." But the fault does not so
much rest with them as with the Chinese Government in past times
forstupidly throwingeveryobstaclein the wayof improvedmeansof
communication.

The London Times (July 3rd) reports that further papers on this
painfulsubject werepresentedtoParliament on Tuesday, July 2nd.
The number of souls for whom relief is required is said tobe between
3,000,000 and4,000,000. One pointbrought out is the enormous cost
of transportingsupplies to theprovinceof Shansi, where amountain
rangehas tobe crossed anda distance of some hundreds of miles to
be traversedby carts. Mr. Mayers says the reported cost of trans-
porting these suppliesto Shansi would be about four taels per picul,
orsay, £12 sterling per ton. Mr. Hugh Fraser sends from Pekin,
January18th, thetransmission of a memorial addressedto theThrone
by YenKing-ruing, Special High Commissioner for the Superinten-
dence of the Arrangementof Famine Relief inShansi. The commis-
sioner dwells uponthepainful sceneshehas witnessed at every stage
of his journey,in thecourse of which his chair has continually been
surrounded by crowds of the famine-stricken population imploring
relief, to whom hehas administered comfort insoothingwords, assur-
ing them of theImperialsympathy. The roads are lined withcorpses
insuch numbersas to distance all efforts for their interment, while
womenandchildren, starving and inrags,knownot where to lookfor
themeans to keep body and soul together. The memorialist, his
heart wrung with despairing pity, cannot but ask why has such a
calamity so avrfulas this been visited upon thepeople? He can only
ascribe it tohis own failuie in the due discharge of his duty, and he
feels thathis shortcoming admits of noexcuse. In reply, the Grand
Councilhas receiveda rescript expressing profound sympathy with
the sufferings of the peopleasreported in tins memorial, anddirect-
ing thatall thatis possiblefor their relief be done, in consultation
with the governorof the province.

A POWERFUL ARGUMENT.

lT~made a tremendous impression on the great mind of Edmund
Burke, when BishopGibson pointedout tohim that, " if all the sects
separatedfrom theCatholic Church wereassembled in jury to judge
onesingle Catholic,on cachpoint there would be a majority to ap-
provehis Faith. For where any Protestant sect raised a point, the
majority derived from the Eastern sects and from other Protestant
sects wouldbe on the Catholic side ;andwhere there is an error in
anEastern sect, thevothcr Easternandhigher Protestant sects would
be on the Catholic 'side.""But," said Burke to theBishop, "

there is one thing you forget
—the Pope.""Not atall,"repliedthe Bishop. "The Easterns still recognise
him as theHead Bishop of the Church, and the President of her
Councils, and the final voice;only they say he is in error on some
one point that they maintain, be it theprocessionof the Holy Ghosfe
from the Bonas wellas theFather, or be it in the two natures in
Christ,or be itin the two wills inChrist, andon each of these points
the other sects of the East, and the great Protestant communities of
the West are with the Pope. And you must remember that whilst
the adversaries of the Church, all taken together, give a majority on
eachpoint of doctrine to the Catholic, that one Catholic is one of a
body whichalone constitutes the majority of Christians, which has
possessionfrom thebeginning, and undisputed succession, and that
all others whoclaim succession profess to have brought it from tha
Catholic Church."

Burkesank his headbetweenhishands, andremained astounded.
After a time,he lifteduphis facefull of awe,and exclaimed :—:

—
"An amazing truthlanastounding argument! Iwill go and

tell it to Fox, andIhope to see youagain.""But soonafter," concludes Bishop Gibson, "he died."— Bishop
Ullathorne.

7


