
Now thatLordBeaconsfield has reached the top roundof thepolitical
ladder,anythingrelating tohis earlier venturesin politicallife must
proveinteresting, and, taking thisview of the case,an English con-
temporary reproduces Mr. Benjamin Disraeli's first speech in the
House of Commons. Itwas made in 1837,in reply to an attack of
Daniel O'Connell uponSir F.Burdett for desertingtheLiberal cause.
Mr. Disraeli said :—

"
Istand here to-night, sir— (here the noise in

theHouse became so general that thehonourablegentlemancouldnot
proceedfor sometime;whenthe confusion had somewhat subsided,
he said):Istandhere to-night, sir,not formally,but in somedegree
virtually, therepresentativeof a considerable number of members of
Parliament (bursts of laughter). Now why smile (continued laugh-
ter) ? Why envy me (here the laughter became general)? Why
shouldInot havea tale tounfold to-night (roars of laughter)1 Do
you forget thatband olonehundredand fi'ty-eight— those ingenuous
and inexperiencedyouths to whose unsophisticated minds the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer,in those tonesof winning pathos— (excessive
laughter, and loud cries of

"Question")— now, a considerable mis-
conception exists in theminds of many members on this side of the
House as to the conduct of her Majesty's governmentwith regard to
these elections, andIwish to removeit. Iwill not twit the noble
lord oppositewithopinionswhich arenot ascribable to him. or to his
more immediate supporters,but which were expressedby the more
popular section of his party some few months back (question,
question). About that time, sir, when the bell of our cathedral an-
nounced thedeath ofthemonarch (oh, oh!and much laughter)— we
all read then, sir (groans and cries of

"
OhI")— we all thenread—

(laughter-and great interruption). Iknow nothing which to me is
moredelightful than to showcourtesy to a newmember, particularly
if he happens to appeal to me from the party opposed to myself
(hear, hear). At that time we read thatit was the death-knell of
Toryism, that the doom of thatparty was sealed,that their funeral
obsequies wereabout tobe consummated (laughter). We were told
that, with thedissolution of thatmuch vilified Parliament, which the
right honourablebaronethadcalled together, thehopesandprospects
of the Tories wouldbe thrown forever to the winds (laughter),and
that affairs were again brought exactly to what they were at the
period whenthehurried Mr. Hudsonrushed into the chambers of the
Vatican (immense laughter). Idonot impute these sanguine hopes
to the noble lord himself particularly, because Iremember that,
shortly afterwards, thenoble lorJ,as if tocheck thenew andsanguine
expectationsof his followers, came forward withamanifesto inform-
ing them that the Tories could not expire in a moment, but the
Ministry in a reform Parliament might dependupon having a work-
ingmajority of onehundred, which was to be extended upon great
occasions to onehundredand twenty-fiveandonehundredand thirty,
Now sir (question,question), thisis the question,andIam going to
ask the noble lord for ourinstruction (oh,oh!andgreatinterruption),
We onlywish to kuow this simple fact, whether the great occasion
onwhich the working majoritywas to increase from one hundred
to onehundred and twenty-fiveor one hundred and thirty, is upon
the question of anelection ballot (cheers and groans),and whether
the Grenville Acthasnot been given forth to the people that it is
impossible that an impartial tribunalcanbe obtainedin this House ?
(oh,oh !question,question). If honourablemembers think itis fair
thus to interrupt me,Iwill submit (greatlaughter). Iwouldnot act
so to any one,that is allIcan say (laughter,andcries of "Go on").
ButIbegsimply toask (oh1 and laughter). Nothing is so easy as
to laugh(laughter). Ireally wish toplacebefore theHouse what is
ourposition. When we remember all this— when we remember all
that, inspite of the supportof thehonourable gentlemen,themember
forDublin,and his well-disciplinedphalanxof patriots, and,in spite
of all this, we remember theamatory eclogue(roars of laughter), the
oldlovesandnew loves thattook place between the noble lord, the
Tityrus of the Treasury Bench,and the learned Daphne of Liskcard
(loud laughter andcries of

"Question") which appeared as a fresh
instance of the amoris redinte'gratio (excessive laughter), when we
remember at the same time that, withemancipated Ireland and en-
slaved England, on the onehanda triumphantnation,on the other a
groaningpeople,andnotwithstanding the noble lord, secure on the
pedestalof power,may wieldinonehand the keys of St. Peter,and
(here thehonourable member was interrupted with such loud and
incessant bursts of laughter thatit was impossible to know whether
he reallyclosed his sentence or not). The honourable member con-
cludedin these words :— Now, Mr. Speaker, we see the philosophical
prejudices of man(laughter and cheers). Irespectcheers even when
they come from the lips of political opponents (renewed laughter).
Ithink, sir (hear, hear,andrepeatedcries of "Question, question")— Iamnot atall surprised,sir, atthe receptionwhichIhavereceived
(continued laughter). Ihave begun several times many things
(laughter), andIhavesucceededatlast (freshcries of "Question").
Ay, sir. and thoughIsit down now,the time will come when you
will hear me. The honourable member delivered the last sentencein
a very loud tone, and resumed his seat amidst cheers from the
Opposition,andmuchlaughter from the Ministerialbenches.

through wickedness of mind, or much more through ignorance and
negligence, should not think of seeking for their children thebenefit
of religious instruction, a great numberof youngpeoplewouldremain
deprivedof themost salutary precepts,withextremedamagenot only
to these innocent souls,but tocivil society itself. And mattersbeing
insuch extremes, woulditnot be a duty of whosoever presides over
the school to remedy the malice or negligence of others ? Hoping
for advantages less marked undoubtedly, it was lately thought to
render elementary instruction compulsory by law, constraining,
evenwith fines, theparentsto send their children to school ;andnow
how could anyonehave at heart to withdraw religious instruction
from youngCatholics, whichis indubitably the soundestguarantee of
a wise and virtuous direction given to life? Is it not a cruelty to
pretendthat these children should growup without ideas and senti-
ments ofreligion,until having reached fervidadolescence they find
themselvesface to face with flatteringandviolentpassions,disarmed,
destitute of every curb, with the certainty of being dragged into the
slippery paths of crime? It is a torture for our paternal heart to
beholdthe lamentableconsequencesofthisinconsiderate deliberation;
andour torture is embittered, since to-day theincitements to every
sort ofvice are stronger and more numerous, You, Lord Cardinal,
whoinyour high office ofour Vicar follow closely the developement
of thewar whichis wagedagainst God and the Church inour Rome,
knowwell, withoutour speaking of itat length, whatand how many
are theperils of perversionwhich youth encounters:doctrines which
areperniciousand subversive of all constituted order, audacious and
violentpropositionsto theprejudice and discredit of all legitimate
authoiity;finally, immorality, which, without hindrance, proceeds
openly ina thousand ways tocontaminate the eyes and corrupt the
heart."

When these and similar assaults are made against faithand
morals,each can judge for himself how opportunely the moment has
bscn selected todrive away religious education from public schools.
Perchanceitis desired with these disposition, instead of that Roman
people, which was celebrated for its faith throughout theworld from
Apostolic times, and upto thepresentday wasadmired for the vigor
and thereligious culture of its morals, to form a people without reli-
gion anddissolute, andtoleadit thus to the condition of barbarism
and savagery? Andinthemidst of this people, perverted with re-
markable disloyalty,how could the Vicar of Jesus Christ, themaster
of all the faithful, see his supreme authority revered, hold with
honour his august See, and expect the charges of his Pontifical
Ministryrespectedand tranquil? Behold,Lord Cardinal,thecondi-
tion, whichin parthas already been made to us, and which is pre-
pared forus in the future, if themerciful God willnot place a limit
to this continuanceof attempts, theone more tobe reprobatedthan
the other."But as longasProvidenceby its adorable judgments allows this
trial to last, if it be not in our power to change the condition of
things, itis neverthelessour duty to use everyeffort to mitigate it,
inorder that its evileffects maybe rendered lesssensible. Hence it
is needful that not only theparishpriestsshonld redouble their dili-
gence and zeal in theteaching of the Catechism, butthat they should
supply by new andefficacious means the void whichis causedby the
fault of others. We donot doubtbut that the clergy of Rome will
not be atall this time behindinthe sacred duties of their sacerdotal
ministry,and that they may employ themselves with themost affec-
tionate carein preserving the Roman youths from the dangers which
their faithand their morality run. We arecertain, likewise, thatthe
Catholic associations flourishing inthis city with somuch advantage
toreligion, willconcur withall the means placed in their hands in
theholy undertaking of preventing that this holy city, losing the
sacredand augustcharacter of religion, and the enviedboast of being
theHoly City,shouldbecome the victim of errorand the theatre of
unbelief. Andyou,Lord Cardinal, with the sagacity and firmness
with which youare adorned, mayprocure that oratories and schools
may be increased, where the young may be gathered together and
instructed concerning the most holy Catholic religion, in which,by a
particulargraceof heaven, they havebeenborn. Seek,according as
it has already beendone withgood fruit insome churches, that vir-
tuous and charitable laymen, under the vigilance of one or more
priests,maylend their labour in the teaching of the Catechism to the
children, and procure thattheparentsbe exhorted by the respective
parishpriests to send their children, and that they may be reminded
likewise of the duty— which is incumbent on all— requiring religious
instructionin the schools of theirchildren. Itwill be_ useful, like-
wise,to establish catechetical instructions for adults in the places
whicharebelieved tobe most suitable, in order tokeep their salutary
teachings alivein theminds whichhavelearned them intheir child-
hood. Never fail to enkindle thepiety and todirect still better the
oledge of thepriests andof thelaity, placing before their eyes the
importanceof thework, the merits which they will acquire before
God,beforeus, andbefore the whole of society, and which we will
studymost laboriously toholdindue consideration."

Nor does itescape us finally thatto succeed well in our intent
theneedof materialmeanslikewise occurs, whichdo not answer in
proportionto thenecessities. .But, if we,constrained to live on the
alms of thefaithful,placed themselves in great straits by the present
darkandstruggling times, cannotbestow asmuch as our heart could
wish, we willnot howevtr cease todoall that which willbe possible
to us, to turn away the evileffect which comes from neglected reli-
gious education, first to thechild and then tocivil society itself."For the rest,in all our desires and caresit is necessary to send
upward the invocationof the "Divine help,without which every hope
of ahappy result is vain. We turn, meanwhile, to you. LordCar-
dinal, recommending you warmly toexhort theRomanpeopletoraise
to the Lordour Godfervent prayers.,that in this holy city the light
of the Catholic faithmay be maintained entire, which the heretical
sects, welcomedwithhonour, wouldpretend toobscure or wholly ex-
tinguish, and together with the impieties are plotting to overthrow
this mostfirm Rock,against which,as itis written, the gates of hell
will not prevail. In theheart of the Romansthe devotion towards
the ImmaculateMother of the Saviour is ancient;butnow, the dan

-
gcr pursuing still more,let themrecurbothmore frequently andwith
moreintense ardour to her who crushed the serpent and conquered
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all heresies. In the days which recall the solemn memory of the
glorious Apostles Peter and Paul, let them prostrate themselves
reverentlyin their basilicas, and conjure themto intercede toGod for
the city -which they sanctified by their own blood, and which they
made the depository of their ashes— apledge, as it were,of their con-
stantprotection. Letthem make gentle violence of supplication to
the celestialpatronsof Rome, who,either with their blood, or with
the works of Apostolic ministry, or with holy examples, rendered
more firminthehearts of their fathersthe faithwhichis sought to be
torn from the bosoms of their sons ;andGod willbemoved withpity
towards us,nor willHelet His religionbe made a laughing stock to
wickedmen."Meanwhilereceive,Lord Cardinal, the Apostolic Benediction,
which from the depths of ourhearts we impart to you,to the clergy,
and to allour dearlybelored people.

"Leo XIII.,P.P."From the Vatican, the 26thof June, 1878."
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