
§HE Russians,itwould seem,areuneasy atthe thoughtsof
thenations of the East being supplied with arms, and
having their thoughts directed to Western conquest.
History repeatsitselt;but it would be a grim repeti-
tion of thepast were we oncemore to see. vast hordes
descending upon civilization, or comparative civiliza-
tion, and layingall wastebefore their march. There is
a great deal to captivate the gloomy imagination in

dwelling on theincursions of thebarbariansfrom the north and east
upon thedeclining strength of the EomanEmpire. Itis impossible
tocontemplate without a certain wild charm the fierce bands of
Attila sweeping over ItalyandGaul, and retreating thencewith the
spoilof ruined countries andcitiesback intotheirroughhome beyond
theDanube, and leaving in their rear whole realms so desolate that
the forest springing up covered them, and wild beasts weretheir
sole inhabitantsuntil themonks came in after ages,andby degrees
thehermitagebecameamonastery,and themonastery the centreof a
city,and so human society and civilization were restored. The in-
cursions of thebarbariansacross theDanube,tribe after tribe coming
down andrequiring roomupon theborders of the empire; thewild
Avarsswoopingat will uponthe Greeks whogrewmorefeeble every
day, andcarryingoff their splendid spoils and the treasuresof Con-
stantinople to that hurdle-fenced camp amongst the marshes of
Hungary, the future conquest of Charlemagne. The atrocious
cruelties related of Zingis and Timur, the exterminations, the
slaughters marked with monumental towers of human skulls;all
these things engrave uponthe north-east of Europe, and awayinto
the regions of Central and Northern Asia, an epic for him whohas
eyes toread it,thatis akinin horror and wierdness to Dante's des-
criptionof theInferno. But the crime of those, by whose instru-
mentality a repetitionof such thingsshouldoccur, wouldindeedcryto
heavenfor vengeance. Were itpossibleby turning the minds of the
inhabitantsof Indiaor China to conquest, and by facilitating their
obtaining a supply of arms, to throw western civilization especially
open to their incursions, the guilt of those who wouldprepare the
way for any such things would be beyond expression. But,in fact,
the ideaseemsstrangely far-fetched. Itappears tobe one that could
hardly havebeen seriously entertainedby aman worthy of thename
of statesman; and we cannot wonder that the English delegates
treateditcoldly whenproposedto themat Berlinby Count Schouva-
loff. The vigorousEuropeof to-day, withallhermighty armaments,
*s not the region tobe over-run by Asiatics, howevernumerous,far
lesspowerfully armed and totally unable in other respects to cope
with hersoldiers. IfCount Schouvaloffmade the remonstranceattri-
buted to him,he must have concealed his true meaning. Itis far
moreprobablethat whatis fearedby theEussians is thattheEastern
tribeswhom they are now oppressing may be encouraged toresis-

„ M?eiortbat their further advance in Asia may be checkedby the
Vtakenby England in preparing to employ her Indianforces
ay *ast them. The spiritof the Asiatic tribes may be roused, and
they maybe foundmoredifficult tokeepdownormoreperseveringin
resistance,byfinding kindredpeopleesteemedcapableof confronting
and subduing theEussians athome,backedup by the whole strength
of their empire. We do not, indeed, consider the intendedemploy-
ment of Indiantroopswell-judged;but this is not because wehaveany doubtof itspavingthe way for an independentEastern descentuponevenEussia, butbecause we think itunwise for England to have
displayedher weakness, or given cause for it to be supposedshe wasweak, amongst a people and to an army that has already rebelled
against her, and thatmayperhaps againrebel.

A-weiter who has contributedto theMelbourneReview anable
article oncolonial literature,amongstother reasons whichhe assigns
for thefailure inmany instancesof colonial authors to attain to the
positionto whichtheir talentshaveentitled them, gives that of the
jealouslywhich he assumes,and possibly justly assumes, to prevail
amongstcertainliterary men who,havingfailedtomake anindepen-
dent reputation for themselves, are lost amongst the anonymous
crowd that supply withmatter the columns of the newspaper Presr,
He doesnot,indeed, insomany words accusethe reviewersto whom
he alludes of jealousy;he deals more delicatelywith them;but,
nevertheless,his meaningisveryplain from the definitionhe gives of
that"Bias of age and experience" which he attributes to the pro-
fessionaljournalist. He says,"Ifhe (theprofessional journalist)has
attained to anypositionhe is generally a man past middle life,and
wornin thedaily service of letters,but from thefactthathisvolumin-
ous writings are anonymous,andupon ephemeraltopics,he receives
but scant personalrecognition for his labours. Whatever his intel-
lectualability andrequirements maybe, so long as he takes refuge
under the anonymity of the Press, he is vox, etprceterea nihU.
Naturally, itannoyshim beyondmeasure tonotice on the title pages
of books thenames of obtrusive1youngmen

—
unless they happen to

reside on the otherside of theequator. He,himself,hasnot published
a sonnet to his mistress' eye-brow these many years,and has not
thought of bringing out evena sketchybook of travels for the last
quarter of a century. There was a timewhenhe mayhaveattempted
odestoLiberty,or love verses to Melinda,but now he devoteshis
talentsto themorepracticalquestions of Underground Sewage and
Roll-stuffing. Hehas outlivedtheperiodwhenliteratureappears a$

Inlooking through thecolumns of our contemporaries,we meet
withmuch thatis curious. Sometimesweare instructed, sometimes
edified;but occasionally we areamused or disgusted. We confess,
however,thatitwas acombinationof amusementanddisgust whichweexperienced in coming across a certain controversialletter in the
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columns of our contemporary the Tlutmes Advertiser, and -which
purports tobea finalclincher for the Church of Eome, andone that
makesit as clearas daylight thatnoman withanounce of common
understandingcould possibly belong to her communion. We, who
actually do so, areall themerest simpletons;thereis nothingplainer
than that her doctrines are a mass of contradiction, her councils,-
assembliesthat give each other the lie,her Popes-opposed to
otherand to the councils,her saints fools, and her bishops ready to
condemninthemostviolent andundisguised terms the opinionsand
interpretationsof herPopes. The miracle, infact,of theprolonged
existence and present vigour of the Church is shown to be more
remarkable than evenwehad supposedit to be;for,if itbedifficult
foran institutionunitedin itself,and well knit togelher, tobear the
storms andadversitiesof centuries,how much more difficult must it
befor such abedlam, as this strongcontroversialistto whom werefer
assertstheChurch tobe? Moreover,another thingheteachesusis that
the wordof-Christhas failed,forbehold ahouse widelydividedagainst
itself,andyetitstandsandpromises tostanduntiltheendoftime.— Let
usnotforgetLordMacaulay'sNew Zealander— and,by theway,letusre-
mind our editorial friends whohavehelped to make him immortal,
wemight perhaps, indeed,say eternal, that even him they owe to the
Catholic Church, for unless to illustrate the marvellous youth and
vigour of this,he would never havebeen called into existence. But
to return,our manupNorthis vastly erudite;somewhereor another
he has evidently managedto furbishup a volume of printed contro-
versial sermons— by someIrishparson we will be bound, theyare the
boys whoknowhow to do thatsort of thing to perfection— and has
gleanedout of itaprodigiouslistof names anddates;butallbeside
the purpose. We knowhowsuch things are gotup;bysuppressing a
bit there,misinterpretinga passage here, mistranslating in another
place, andoccasionallyby theboldassertion ofa direct falsehood;the
thing is verysimple. The fact is, however, our controversialist has
made agrievousmistake;his point is toprove thatthe "Apocrypha"
wasnot pronounced canonicaluntil this wasdone by the Council of
Trentin1546;but, alas!for Msconclusions, his text-bookhas not
informedhim that that portionof Scripture which Protestants con-
sider apocryphal was includedamong the canonical Scriptures at a
Councilheld1149yearsbeforethatofTrent— namely,theThirdCouncil
of Carthage. Andagain, thatit wasclearly defined as canonical at
Florencein1439. Somuch for his strongpoint, and the argument
by which hehas convinced the southernhemisphere that the whole
Catholic worldarecomparableonly to

"
asses." As for his details

they arecompletenonsense,andmost nonsensically stated.
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