
"Our ultimateaim," they openly declare,"is that of Voltaireandofthe FrenchRevolution:the total annihilation of Catholicity andofeveryidea of Christianity" This is the endaimed at by the Protes-tant schools already openedin many towns inItaly:itis to this that
allhostility against theclergy is directed ;thisis whatitis sought to
accomplish by ridding the laws, education, marriage, and finally
society, fromwhat is called theocratic tyranny. It is to this that
independence, renovation, progress, as they understand it, that is
the abolitionof Catholic worship, the annihilation of thereligionof
JesusChrist, the destruction of faithin souls,areturn tothedarkness
of Paganism, resolve themselves. This plan of conspiracy is by no
meansobscure toany onewhodoes not refuse toopenhis eyes. But
how is it to be carried out? Itis to be carried out, (listen atten-
tively to this, dearlybeloved,that you may not fall into the snares
of thewicked),itis to becarried out by multiplying assurances,by
makingprotestations,by swearingloudly that there is no desire to
touchreligionnor to violateitinanymanner whatever.Now, this horrible designbeing exposed,it is evident that there
is nolonger anymiddle course for us:we must either stand with
Christ andHis Church, that is with the Roman Pontiff, who is theVicar of the firstand VisibleHead of the latter, against the enemies
of our faith, or stand withthose against God andHis Church. Itis
no longer a question of politics, itis a question of conscience. We
areno longer permittedtohaltbetween Christ andBelial;we would
show ourselves vile and foolishbeforemen, enemies andguilty before
God:Quinonest mecum contrame est. Constrained, as we are,by
this necessity, todecide between the courage of Catholic conscience
and adherence to perfidious principles, canIbelieve even for an
instant, that there is one among yoii who would prefer to take the
side of the enemies of the Vicar of Jesus Christ ? This would be be-
traying thetraditions of your ancestors;it would be (allow me to
use thewords of thepact of your country) "to degenerate from the
ancient andnoble blood of your ancestors," who not only displayed
the greatest zeal for the faith, but who even wanted to make a
buckler and arampartoftheir breasts for the temporaldomain ofthe
SovereignPontiffs. They knew too well by what an intimate bondthe" freedom of conscience and the honor and independenceof the
Catholic family wereunited to that domain. Even before the time
of Charlemagne, that illustrioussoldier of the Church, as far back as
the year727,Perugia spontaneously gave itself to theHoly RomanSee.

Itwasat the time that theEmperorLeo the Isaurian, opposing
the worship of holy images, was excommunicated by Gregory 11.
Perugia nolonger wishing to besubject to the dominion of a sacrile-
gious prince, andhaving abandonedhim, pledged itself by a solemn
oath todefend for ever the Stateand the life of the SovereignPontiff,
under whose authority it was careful to place itself, and all its
possessions. When the factions of the Guelphs andGhibelins sprang
up in Italy, Perugia always remained faithful to the Sovereign
Pontiffs. If any trouble broke out in Rome against them, Perugia
immediately offered them a secure hospitality, where they found
safety, and the Conclaves the fullest freedom. This fidelity on the
part of Perugia shone forth with marvellous brilliancy under the
Pontificate of Alexander IV. The Popecalled your fathers tlie robust
athletes and theincited warriors ofthe Church, not surpassedin,con-
stancy andstrengthofsold, oy thegenerous Macluibees. But Perugia
reached the summit of her glory when, in the first half of the four-
teenth century, she carried her victorious army beyond TJmbria,
which was already subject toha.',and reduced the adversaries of the
Pontiffs toextremes. Your archives arc full of Pontifical Briefs that
bear testimony tothe assistance givenby your ancestors to the Holy
See, and to alltheblessings with which they wererewarded.

Thehistory of yourcountry is full of splendidfeats of valour by
which their invinciblearms put their enemies to flight, and restored,
the rebellious regions to the authority of the Church. Such was the
extent to which the religious spirit and a love for the Sovereign
Pontiff burnedin their souls ! Ah !if they were to rise up out of
their graves, with what noble indignation would they not hurl far
from them, the counsels of those who would dispossess the common
Father of the Faithful, and rob the Church of her liberty I They
made themostcompletesacrifice of the goods of this world,andeven
of life itself, whenever there was any question of defending and
honouring the power of the Papacy; and would you be doing too
much inabstaining from participating in the sacrilegious enterprise
for its destruction ? Theyhave meritedby theblood theyhave shed,
the glory that surrounds thenameof the defenders of theChurch, and
will youallow youselvestobemisledby chose who seeknot tohave this
honour,but who arepreparing the most ignominious pages for the
history of ourcountry1 Ah!rouseup,once more, within your souls
thosemagnanimous andChristiansentiments thatyournoble ancestors
have transmitted to you with their Mood;and with the courage that
faith imparts,sever,henccfort"h, all relations with these innovators;
ever attach yourselvesmore closely to the centre of Catholic unity;
cast those odious pamphlets that ai*e circulated amongyou, andin
which themajesty of the SovereignPontiff is reviled, insulted and
outraged,into thefire.

The followiug letter, presentedtoPopeLeo on the 2Gtli of April, will
be read "with gratificationby Catholics :—:

—
HolyFather,— The priestCharles ilary Curci having become

aware thathis recent writings andacts have caused scandal to some,
as has been remarkedto himby pious and learned personages, and
desirous of avoiding even the shadow of suspicion on his part, conies
to throw himself at the feetofyourHoliness,todeclare thatheadheres
fully, and without any reservation of heart or feeling, to all the
teachings andall the prescriptions of the Catholic Church, and in
particular to all that the SovereignPontiffs, and quite recently yourHoliness, in the Encyclical letter

'Inscrutabili,' etc., teach as to the
temporal power of theHoly See. He deploresany annoyances which
his writingsmay have caused to your Holiness or your predecessor,as hehas always entertained the sincerest sentiments of filial homage
and most docileobedience to the Vicar of Jesus Christ, to whom he
submits his judgment as the sole andlegitimate judge competent to
decide on whatconduces to the real usefulness and veritable benefit
of theChurch andthe welfare of souls. He makesthis declarationas
a sincere Catholic,as he alwayshasbeen and stillremains:andwhile
withdrawing all thatyour Holinessdeems worthyof censure,he places
himself entirely inyourhands, ready to followeverywhereandalways
your infallibledirections.

(Signed,) Ciiables Mary Cuitcr,Priest."

Never in moderntimes has therebeensuch aperiodof famine as
inthe last five years. FirstinAnatolia (Turkey), thenin India,and
nowin Chinaand Brazil. Tens of thousauds have died from sheer
starvation. Lastmonth the deaths from this cause inBrazil werere-
ported to be as many as one hundred a day. Government and
individuals havedone what they can,but are powerless to deal ade-
quately withthe calamity.

The Kingof Portugalhas acceded to therequestof the governor
of Goa,and will allow thebody of St. Francis Xavier tobeexposedto
thevenerationofthe faithful in December next. Special arrange-
ments are to be made for the accommodationof the thousands who
will throng to the scene, also for the preservation of the remains ofthesaint.

Friday, July 19, 1878. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
PROTESTANT BURIAL IN IRELAND. THE TEMPORAL POWER OF THE POPES.

Ax industrious person in Ireland— lris name, Mr.R. Barry O'Brien,
deserves lo be recorded

—
Las beenspending somesuperfluouspostage

stamps, strategy,and time which docs not appear to be veryvaluable,
in interviewingby letters various Protestants connectedwith Ireland,
on the verysingular questionwhether it is true that

"
thegrave of a

Protestanthas nosanctity for the Irish." We presume that no sane
person whoknew Irelandor the Irishcould have any doubt on the
point,and if any others hadsuch doubts it was scarcely worth while
tohopelessly trytodisabuse them. Nevertheless,theabsurd question
has beenanexcusefor variousmoreor less public Protestants saying
somecomplimentarythings of theirIrish fellow-countrymen, and as
it is somewhat moreuseful to find theProtestantIrish talkingwellof
the Catholic Irishthan to find the latter actingdecently at the Pro-
testant graves, wenoticesome of the comments. Mr.W. H. E.Lecky
says:"Iknownothing aboutSt. Michan's except that it is situated
inoneofthe most disreputablepartsof Dublin;butsurely the general
assertion that

'
the grave of aProtestanthas nosanctity for the Irish,'

hardlyrequires a serious answer. EveryonewhoknowsIrelandknows
thatthis is untrue. The Irishlaw of burial is much moreliberal than
the English law, and its very satisfactory working is one of thebest
arguments of English Liberals. Probably the most imposing
memorial monument erected"of late yearsinIrelandis thenoble cross
erected to thememory of Mr. Herbert of Muckross.by a tenantrywho
are chiefly Catholic. Protestant landlords have long been the most
popularmembers in a largenumber of the most Catholic constituen-
cies in Ireland, and when an agrarian war has subsisted between
landlord and tenant ithas always shown itself quite irrespective of
creed. The funeral of Lord Leitrim was a great scandal, and the
language employed about Lord Leitrim in Parliament has been, if
possible, still more disgraceful, but the former at best is not un-
parallclled. When LordLondonderry committed suicide in 1822his
coffin wasborne to Westminster Abbey amid theinsults of thecrowd,
andinthe Gentlemen's Magazine of17S8 you may find anaccount of
a very similar scene which took place at the funeral of Bishop
Burnct."' LordInchiquin, not a very Irish peer, in reference to the
samemattersays:

"
Sofar as myexperiencegoes, the statementthat

the
'
graveof a Protestanthas nosanctity for the Irish

'
is perfectly

unwarrantable. The funerals of Protestants are nearly always
attendedb}r largenumbers of Roman Catholics,and their graves are
treated with equalrespect." Lord Leconfield writes:"During the
few years thatIhavebecome moredirectly intimate and acquainted
with the Irishpeople,no instance, tomy knowledge, has occurred of
any outrage on the graveof a Protestant by a fellow-countryman of
theRoman Catholic religion.*1 LordWaterford writes from Curragh-
more :—":

— "
As far as the south of Ireland goesIquite agree with the

remarks youmake in your letter. There are,unfortunately, peoplein
this country who live by agitation, and would try and teach the
peopleto believe thatbecause amanis a landlord and a Protestant
hemust thereforebe their enemy. These agitatorsgive Ireland abadname, and, as far asIhave ever seen, not atall deserved." Lord
Devon has no hesitation in stating that, so far as his experience of
Iribhlife extends,he does not believe that there "are any grounds"
for the assertion that the

"
grave of a Protestant has no sanctity forthe Irish." A very respectableProtestant clergymanof Dublin,Rev.

W. £>. Carroll, writes : "My own experienceo£ over thirty years'
ministry enables meto say thatInever knew aninstance of Catholic
hostility or disrespect at a Protestant funeral. Ihave seen in thepapers accounts of disturbances at funerals in Ireland as well as in
England, and in both countries,Idare say, the disturbances wereowing to localcauses, andin the accounts of boththeremayhavebeen
exaggeration. For instance, at Sir John Grey's funeral, at which Iofficiated, itwasreported that therewasverybadbehaviour,and that
Iwasassaulted,&c. There wasnobadbehaviourbeyondanunseemlyeagerness and crushing to get near the coffin after the service wasover;andso far as the assault onme, they made way for me to pass
out. Whatever Mr. Longsays youmay dependupon;butthe rowdy-
ism of tipsy cornerboys of theNorthLiberties of Dublin is a slight
premise for auniversal conclusion. Possibly some extra sectarianrancour may survive amongst that class inSaint Michan'sparish fromthe fact thatthf Iri&h Church Missions wore cradled there. If the
RcdemptoristFathers were toopen a Mission in Sandy-row, Belfast,
wouldyoube surprised at a shindy ?"

—
Catholic lievien:

FATHER OCTROI'S RECONCILIATION.

(Concluded.)

9


