
"
hath acharmto soothe thesavagebreast."

But, what is more to the purpose, we understand that one Denis
Kearney, amanof Irishbirth, anignorant, unkemptlump ofa fellow,
with nothing on earthto recommend him to the fancy of the public,
unless itbe that same "subtle spell" we spoke of,has attained to the
leadership of the dangerous classes in San Francisco. Now, no
influence whatevercanreach thesemen, except that of the Catholic
Church ;if itcannot soften themitcanatleast thwart them,— wedo
not,ofcourse, allude to Mr. Sheehan, for we don't suppose anyone
connected with the Church could for an instant think of thwarting
him,andas tosofteninghim, we imagine he is soft enough. Thereis
indeedone point on whichlie appears mighty hard, but wedon't
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tEarehappy,and, more than happy, thankful, to learn
that an evil which threatened has been averted.
Father Curci has retracted all that was publishedby
him contrary to the teachingorprotests of the Pope.
Itwas not that we feared for the Church; thisnever
enters into themind of any Catholic, let what will
happen,but we feared that another namehadbeen
added to that sad list which contains those of Loy-

son,Lamennais, andof others who rebelled against authority, andin
their obstinacy werelost. For,if aman'sownsoulbe moreprecious
tohim than all the world beside, surely charity demands it of him
thathe should atall* timeshear with deep concern that the souls of
others are indanger,and rejoice to learn that the dangerhas been
overcome. We had no fear, indeed,for anything that might happen
to theChurch ;even apart from the sure promises of God, itis evi-
dent that the errors of her unfortunate sons who resist her are
impotent to work her the slightest ill. "We have before our eyesin
sayingso theexample of Dbllinger, and of the pitiful Loyson; and
amongst thememories of others wehave that of Lamennais. What
fruitsofhis teachingnowremain to justifyBeranger's versesaddressed
tohim1

Paul, oft vas-tu?— Je vaisprtaher aiixhomines
Taix,justiceet fratcmite.

If there be,indeed, any fruits of his teaching, they must bo sought
amongst themass of evils thathavebeenengendered by the doctrines
anddeeds of all the enemies of Christianity, that cannot injure the
Church,but destroy the hopes and happiness of thousands for time
and eternity. These are the peace, justice, and brotherly-love
engrafted by the preaching of such "Pauls

"
as this;

—
miserable"Pauls" who,instead of flinging off the viper that has seized hold

of them, cherish it, and allow its virus to poisontheir hearts,and
make them such as to infect all that come into contact with them.
We sincerely rejoice thatFather Curci has not refused to hear the
voice of religionandwisdom, but that he has had themanliness to
acknowledgehis fault in the face ofEurope. Itiseasyto understand
howa man,even amanholding the Faith in all sincerity, maybe
ledawayinto such anerror as that committed by this ecclesiastic to
whom werefer. A man of intellect becomes verymuch attached to
theplansand theoriesinventedbyhim ; thegreaterhismental powers
the easier it is tohim tosmooth for himself all difficulties that lie in
the way of that which hehas devised, and the more plausibly he is
ableto state thematter tohimself. His work gains upon him as it
grows,andbecomes like a part of himself,— a point which we re-
member to haveseen wellbrought outby the late AnglicanBishopof
Ossory,Dr. O'Biien,ina charge deliveredby him to hisclergy at the

thepublications ofDr. Colenso,respecting thePentateuch,were
"jreatingsuch anexcitement. Knowing,besidesallthis, theweakness

of human nature, we canunderstand the error of Father Curci,and
make due allowancefor it,andwe feel that we shouldnot beacting
quite fairly if we were'not also toacknowledge theworthof the effort
made by him in confessing his fault, and the mistaken tenets of his
work. Itis not aneasy thing for a man to bring himself to this :
thevictory of duty insuch a caseis signal; the acknowledgment to

be made is not thatan errorhas beencommitted through thoughtless-
ness or anykind of neglect. Itis that judgment has been atfault
during a lengthenedperiod, that study has failedtoclear updoubtful
points, that facts and doctrines have been misunderstood andper-
verted;it is,inshort, to confess that the mental powers havebeen
putto their proof and found wanting. To confess all this publicly is
not aneasy task toany one;it is a particularly difficult task tobe
performedby aman whohas attained to anything likea high repu-
tation for intellect and literary ability ; and it is no ordinary
humility, andnohalf-repentancethatcould lead to such anacknow-
ledgment at any time. But the merit of the act is muchenhanced
when we consider thatin the world of intellect there werenumbers
ofspectators watching with breathlessinterest the turn that matters
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wouldtake, applauding loudly that which hadalreadybeendoneby
Father Curci, and. ready tohail asanact ofheroismandconsummate
virtueand wisdomhisfinal determinationtoresist thePope. For the
moment he seemed thebrightest star inthe anti-Papalfirmament. It
dependedon himself to have remained fixed there, a guide to the
enemies of religion, and with full homage paidhim by them, but,
fortunately,hehas chosen the evanescent career of a meteor, andhas
settled swiftly downinto the obscurity that awaitshim inobedience
and fidelity to the chair of Peter. It is fitting that a tribute of
admirationshouldbe paid to the humility and strength of theman
whohad themoral courage tochoose so difficult a path:but, at the
same time, we cannot doubt thathehas chosenwell, not only for his
eternal welfare, but also for his temporal happiness and peacs of
mind.

The time is apparently drawing near when that which Robes-
pierre said of God will be repeatedof the Catholic Church, and men
will acknowledge thatif such aninstitutionhadnot existedit would
have been found necessary to invent it. Everywhere the fact is
becoming evident that the safety of society is bound up with the
obedience rendered to the Church's teaching and that the reverence
due to this cannot be interfered with without entailing the utmost
mischief to thewell-being of thecommunity. Hadthecondemnations
so frequentlypassedbyour latebelovedHolyFather onsecretsocietiea
andespeciallyon theparentof themall, that Masonic body, where so
many respectable Englishmen are proud of allowing themselves to
appear conspicuously, and to form, asit were, the ornamentation by
which the whole is made to havea decent appearance in the sight of
reputable men; had these condemnations been attended to,
we say,the world would not now be on the verge of convulsions
whoseenditis impossible to foretell, but of which it may be safely
predicted thatthey will cause dire distress andinnumerable misfor-
tunes. We need not speak of German Socialismwhich to-day, it is
true, openly pursues its aim, but which has been hatched and
fostered, and advanced to its present standing by means of such
societies as we refer to;it is more to the point for us to turn to
America,where thestateof thingsis acknowledgedtobe sothreatening
and where secret societies abound. Americaseems to beontheverge
of revolution,andif a revolution,infact, takeplace there it will bo
intense and desperate,withaconcentrationoneveryhorror of those
energies thatare now divided by so many objects. The Catholic
Church is,however, in America, as elsewhere, the one power that
even as it is, may to a certainextentmodify the evil;it would,were
itin the ascendant, altogetheravailtoovercomeit,but,unfortunately,
thatis not thecase. There, also,ithas been resisted,its lawful office
of teaching obstructed, andits rights andprivileges in eveiy conceiv-
ableway interferedwithandmolested ;for there also,ithasbornethe
brunt of opposition and prejudice. Butnow there is aconsideration
which strikes us with regard to this attempted repression of the
Catholic Church which is so general, and which weknow tobe so
wicked. Itis that its folly shouldbe clear toeveryone whowilluse
his perceptionandreasoning powers, at least incountries wherethe
IrishCatholic element obtains to any extent, There canbenodoubt
whatever that in all such countries there will be foundIrishmenor
men of Irishparentagewho,owing tosomecauseor other— itmaybe
to the"subtle spellof.the Irishmind,"of whichwehaveheardtell,

—
perhaps without any apparent meritor particular talent,will attain
to a leadingposition,andbefoundto influence large bodies of their
fellow-countrymen or others. Here in New Zealand, for example
wehaveaninstance of this,acting beneficially, inthe person of Mr.
Sheehan who,like music,

—
thatof the tomtom we suppose,


