
The usual weeklymeetingof the above society was held on Friday
evening last

—
the President being in the chair. Some merrimentwascreated at the opening of the meeting, by a memb.er drawing

attention to the Tabletreport of thepreviousmeeting, which stated
mat iJro.Dunne had resigned the position of chairman," a postgenerally occupied by the President, the word should have beenlibrarian.

We regret to see that somehalf-dozenmembers, were struck off
tne roll, beingbehindhandintheirsubscriptions. We must,however,compliment thesociety onstrictly enforcingits rules,even at thelHSfr
ot displeasing some,as in all societies prompt action is absolutelynecessary,morder tobring somemembers totheir senses.

After theusualbusiness wasdisposedof,the work ofthe elocution
class wasenteredupon. Amongst the recitations,the onebearing theformidable title of "The Law" was especially good, the member
beingwellcomplimented onhis improvedpronunciationofLatin, the.Latin class apparently being capable of furnishing bothsubjects and
critics*

A Shakesperianreading from the Merchant of Venice, act IV.scene1., wasexcellently renderedby Bros.Norman, Corrigan,Hanis,uunne,and Williamson. Theparts were evidently carefully studied,
each member of the quintette vying with the other in making aproperrendition of his part.

At the close of the meetingit wasannouncedthat thenomination
ot oflicers for theensuing half yearwould takeplace onthe following
meeting night, when all membersare requestedto put inanappear-

LEO XIII. AND IRELAND.

(Communicated to theNelsonEvening Mail.')As seated by advertisementsin the local paperstheRev.A. M. Garininvited thepupils of St.Mary'sSchools to celebratethe twenty-eighthanniversary of his schools by a grand picnic at FoxhillonWednes-day,3rdinst. Itunfortunatelyhappenedthattheday wasrathero-loomvfor a picnic, but the Rev.Father Garin and Mr.Ashcroft took everyprecaution thatin the event of the day beingwet the young peopleshould be properly sheltered. Mr. Ashcroft rana special train, andinstead of the opencarriagesused on such occasions,kindly suppliedcoveredcars The boys mustered in large numbers at the station,andat 930 the tramstarted forFoxhill. Itwas a bright picture tosee the flags ofall colours flying, andhappy faces beaming with joyatthe expectedday s pleasure. The Rev. Fathers Garin and Ma-}?ncJ.^Mr:X^a° a?haccomPanied theboys. As thetrainncared£ i"!CaP^Edwm s warning wasverified, so on their arrivingatFoxhillMr. Wamhouse, the station-master,very thoughtfully offeredthe use of the goods shed for theboys,andina short time he hadswingsputup for the youngsters. Mr. Jervis hadhis carriage readyto take thelittle ones tohis hotel wherehehad tentspitched for the
Picnic. Aboutnoonthe sun made its welcomeappearance, and foot-ball, rounders,and other games were started. Mr. Jervis suppliedoverseventy boys with tea, Sec, provided the gentlemen whoaccom-panied theboys with asumptuousdinner,andkepthis carriage run-ning to and fro gratuitously, while Mrs. Jervis had everythingarranged m grand style. This act of generosity was altogether un°-looked for and quiteunexpectedby Father Garin. The boys visitedKiTJ?8'f"1 seventy-two years of age, known, asOld Gauk, affordedplenty of fun for theyoungsters by his quaintsayings and doings, A little after three the bugle sounded, and allreturned to the station sit Foxhillwhen the Rev.FatherGarin ad-dressed theboys as follows :— « My dear boys —Although theweatheris notvery enticing for apicnicIamglad to see so manyhere to sayfarewell to you on this the twenty-eighth anniversary of St. Mary'sschools. The majority of you are of a different persuasion from myown but Ihave never been less friendly on that account Yourreligious principleshavealwaysbeen respectedin your teaching andduring twenty-eightyearsIhaveneverheard a single complaint ofa pupils faith being tamperedwith. In some books you may readthatCatholics arenot friendly to Protestants, but Ihope from whatyou haveseenyou will be able tocontradict the assertion. Many ofyourparentshavebeen educatedat St. Mary's, which has always heldahigh position withother Government schools,butunfortunately thebtaterefuses support for denominationalschools, and we are obligedto dependon the voluntary aid of thepeople. Under these circum-stances many of you will go to otherschools,butdon'tforgetthat you
havebeen to St. Mary's, and by being truthful and honest youwillbecome goodand useful citizens. Iwish you every happiness andsuccessmyour future undertakings, and though yougo elsewhere foryour studiesIshall alwaysbe pleasedtomeet St. Mary'sboys

"
Theboys then gave lusty cheers for the Rev. Father Garin, Father Ma-honcy, Messrs. Kavanagh, Jervis,and Wainhouso. At 4.30 the trainstartedfor Nelson, where itarrived at 5.30, theboysbeingallpleasedwith theirday s outing, andgrateful to FatherGarinfor his kindnessinaffording them so much pleasure.

THE EDUCATION QUESTION AT LYTTELTON.

HisEminence Cardinal Cullen andMonsignor Kirby Rector of theIrish College, werereceivedby His Holiness in private audience onthe Istof April. Cardinal Cullenpresented the HolyFatheronthat
occasion six addresses from Ireland— the first from the Clergy ofDublin, thesecond from theCatholicUniversity of Ireland the thirdfrom theBishop, Clergy, and faithfulof the Diocese of Ossory, thefourth from the Archbishop of Cashel and theBishops from the pro-vince of Cashel, the fifth from the Bishop, Clergy, and faithful ofiems ;and the sixth from the Corporationof the City of LimerickThese addresses werepresentedto theHoly Father separately, withafew words of explanationfrom the Cardinal. The following letterfromhis Eminence to the Bishop of Limerick, written the day fol-lowing, and whichhas just beenpublished, will be readwithinterest.Itshows thatLeoXIII.has the sameunboundedaffectionforIrelandthat Pius IX.had:

Irish College,Rome, April2nd,1878.My Lord,— lhad the honour of presenting at the Vatican, toInsHolmes?, thebeautiful address to him from the Corporation ofLimerickwhich your lordship forwarded. His Holiness received it
most graciously,and admired it very much. He commissionedmetothankin his name theMayor and all themembers of theCorporation
for this proof oftheir kindness, and for their goodwishesthatbe mayhavea long andglorious career in the Chair of Peter. His Holinessis well acquainted with the stale of Ireland, andit wasnot necessaryto inform him of the oldand glorious traditionsof Limerick, and ofthe venerationand love whichithas alwaysentertained for theHolySee,asheis familiar with itshistory, havingreferred in amost feel-ing manner to the faith and good works of that ancient city Hedesires me to sayhe sends his Apostolic Benediction to the Mayoranu allthemembers of the Corporation, also to their families andfriends, together withhisbest wishes for their spiritualand temporalwelfare. Asfor your lordship,he told me toassure youof his greatregardand sincere affection for youand yourexcellentClergy, and ofhis desire to co-operate withyou as far as possible in promoting allyourundertakings for thehonour andglory of God andthe salvation
of souls. In conclusion, allow meto add thatitis impossible to de-scribe thekindness and affectionof his Holiness. He is a worthysuccessor of the great and glorious Pius the Ninth, and he is quite
determinedto walk in his footsteps. Wishing your lordship everyhappiness,Iremain yours faithfully,

Paul Cardinal Collen.
MostRev.Dr. Butler, LordBishop ofLimerick.

louwillbegladtohear that the Catholics of Lyttelton are deter-mined to save their children from the danger to faith andmoralsinherent inthe godless system of education lately established in thiscolony.
Inunion with our fellow Catholics throughout the world, wofully appreciate the importanceand necessity of a thoroughly soundCatholic education for our children, and in dutiful obedience tothe advice of our beloved Bishop we are resolved to make everysacrifice required for the sacred andurgent purpose.
For some timepast the Itev. Father Donovan has been engaged(assisted by anumber of gentlemen, whohaveshown thattheirhearts

.ire in the right place,) in adopting means to meet the expensesrequired for the establishment and maintenance of a school ;andthank God, their efforts areabout tobe crowned with success, for ina few days weshall haveaninstitutionin whichourchildren willnotonlyreceive secular instruction, but they will also be taught the fearand love of God ;andIfeel sure that the Catholics ofLytteltonwill
]omme insentiments of gratitude toGod, andto the gentlemen whohave exerted themselves so much in forwarding the great causeIhis is our answer, and an emphatic one it is, to the calumnysofrequently repeated by ourenemies, that the majority of intelligentCatholicsare infavour of secular education, and thatnone'are advo-catesof purely Catholicschools except the cleray and the ignorantlaity. I<actsnotorious toall prove that this falsehood is absolutelybaseless. Everywhere throughout New Zealand Catholics whilst
paying taxes, which the Government squander in endeavouringtoundermine their faith, arecontributinggenerously to themaintenanceof Catholic schools whereit is possibletodo so.But what do our enemiescare for facts which they do not like?Ihey ignore them,andnot only that,but assert that which is not2Itis veryhard upon the Catholics of New Zealand to be calleduponto supportschools of their own, and to be obliged tosupportotherschools for persons wealthier than themselves. Itis a hardshipand the State oujvht not to call uponus todo it. Butstill, great asthehardship is, when we consider thatour children receive in theCatholic schools whatthey cannot receive elsewhere; when we con-sider that ourownhopes forheaven areboundupinthesechildren,andthat the educationthey require they can receive onlyin the Catholicschool, and no whereelse, we mustputup with this disadvantageandmake thin sacrifice amongmany others togainheaven.Surely our opponentsmust soon come tosee thatitis sheer per-secution to forceus topay forwhatwe will not have, and for whatwe not only abhor,because itis the fruitof injustice, andtyranny,but
also because webelieveit to be most injurious to thewell-being ofthe community. " Lytteltonian.

Melancholia, whichhas struck theCzar ofKussia, is said tohaveaffected every autocrat of his family after the age of fifty. The
CrownPrince, who will be thenext Czar, hatesEngland.

One of themost remarkable mines in CaliforniaGulch is inlead
three feet in thickness, the ore from which yields from 240 to 276
ouncesof silver to the ton, andlies like acoal bankina stratification
of limestone,dropping about fifteen degrees. Two openings have
beenmade at pointsGOO feetapart,and sufficient ore is in sight to
makemillions of the

"
dollars of ourdaddies."The ownershavegone

far enough toknow that there is a fullacre of the ore in one solid
body,and someconceptionmaybe formed of theamazingrichness ofthis discovery by abrief calculation of its dimensions. A cubic foot
weighs190 pounds,and,as the orelies, twelvecubic feetmake a ton.There are 53,560 square feet inan acre;andfhe acreof ore,being
three feet in thickness,makes 130,680 cubic-feet, wMch, with twelve
cubic feetto the ton, makes 10,900, tons, worth250 dols. per ton,theenormousvalue ofthe aggregateof 2,700,000 dols. The Crescent is
anothermine workedlike acoal bed,theore lyinghorizontallyinthelarge room that has been opened, the roof beingheldupby heavy-
timbers withverystoutcaps andtuggingpoles. Theorebreasts from
afoot to threeandfoux feet,and occasionally very finespecimensofhorn silver are found.
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Messrs. Thomson, Strang & Co.,Princes-street,Dunedin,iuj^nowselling off at a great sacrifice the goods rescued from tlie lateweat their cutting warehouse. Eemarkablebargainsof excellentgoodsmaybe thus obtained.


