
Mr.HenryDriver is acandidateto represent Roslyn inPar-
liament.

A Nelsonpaper makes somesevere comments on cases of per-
jury, whichitasserts frequently tooccur in the EesidentMagistrate's
Court in the town alludedto, but tobeallowed topass withoutnotice
being takenof them.

Sir George Grey is said tohaveexpressedabelief that themoa
still exists in the West Coast Banges.

Tawhiao is reportedto haveexcited a good deal of admiration
in Hamilton and other places visited by him. He is said to be a
good looking fellow, of comparatively light complexion, and not
tatoocd

Some of thecopper ore fromD'UrvilleIsland has been smelted
inBlenheim,and withexcellent results.

The settlers at Ohinemuri seem to be particularly unfortunate.
The land turns out tobe excessivelybadanddifficult of clearing for
cultivation. There is, besides,hardly any market foi agricultural
produce.

A Qhinamanis delivering lectures onhis country inVictoria.

Curlinghas beenestablishedatNaseby, Ithas been kept up
thereso far during theseasonwithmuch spirit.

An expeditiontoNew Guinea is being organised inWellington.
Some children atAlexandrahavebeenseverely injuredby play-

ingwithgunpowder.
At the commencement of thepresentmonth the snowatArthur's

Pass on the road from Christchurch to Hokitika was nine feet in
depth.

There is anagreeable roadbetween GreymouthandReefton, on
whicha teamsterlately travelling, or rather toiling to travel,with a
four ton loadanda teamof eight horses, took awhole day to accom-
plishhalf-a-mile.

The settlement at Ormondville is said to be progressingrapidly.

Certainof the Hawke's Bay newspapers appearverymuchput
out on account of the way inwhich the Maoris are being dealt with
atpresent. One of them says that the folk who weremade so much
of at Waitara weretheperpetratorsof the White Cliffs massacre or
their accomplices. Andanother complains of the natives being re-
warded for rebellion,andassisted to getback land which they have
sold "honorably to a European." We can easily fancy that this
latter fact is one most grievous to some people. It is a greatpity,
indeed,to interferewithsuch "honourable

"
bargains.

Some blocksof marble from Milford Sound have been sent to
Melbourne.

The Mokau natives arehaving a steamerbuiltat Auckland for
thepurpose of trading on theirriver.

A stronggale at Onehungalatelyblewanexpress off the wharf
into the sea.

A miner at Coromandel has proved to be heir to a valuable
propertyinLondon. "We believein this instance the matter is bond
fide.

Mr. O'Malleyof Wellington is the successful tenderer for the
portcontract of the NelsonandFoxhillrailway. The amountof his
tenderis £6,229.

PropertyatDillmanstown is risinginvalue.
£40,000 weresaid tobepaidannually by theImperialGovernment

to pensionersresident inNew Zealand.
Mr.J. C.Brown,M.H.E., addressinghisconstituents atWaita-

huna, the other evening, spokeas follows on education :—":
— "That he

wasnot inlove with thepresentsystem, because it must leadto an
educationtax,which wouldprovedistasteful. While hedidnot think
theStatehad anything to do with religious teaching, it became a
serious questionwhether thesebodieswho,fromconscientiousreasons,
wouldnot sendtheir children to State schools, should not receive
someassistance,if they undertook to subject their schools toGovern-
ment inspection,and that a certainnumber of scholars reached the
Statestandard. He thought itright to tell them in what direction
hisopinions tended."

This petition wasnumerously signedatSt. Joseph's,Dunedin,
on last Sunday. Wehope thatthe Catholics throughout,not
only the Province of Otago and Southland,but the entire
colony, will sign this or a similarpetitionbefore the meeting
of Parliament. Let this be the answer of Catholics to that
Memorandum of Mr. Hislop re cadetships in the public
service.

Catholics complain that the present system of Education
inflicts on them grievous injustice. Theydeny the right of
the Government to interfere with the education of their
children; they state that theyhave established andare main-
tainingmany excellent Catholic schools. They declare they
labourunder asense of being the victims of a persecution,
simply because theyrefuse to permit the faith and morals of
theirchildren to be ruined— and they pray for justice and fair
play.

This is a serious state of things. Catholics are a numer-
ous and united body, capable of making great sacrifices for
their principles; and any one who knows the history of
Catholics must be convinced that it is vain to hope either to
intimidate or to cajole them when the interests of the faith
and morals of their children are indanger. AnyGovernment
whichattempts eithermust be demented. No doubt,superior
force may carry theday for a season, but at what serious loss
to the public prosperity, with what danger to the peace
and well-beingof the State. And can injustice hope to suc-
ceed for ever? Maynot the majority of to-daybecome the
minority to-morrow? Andwhat then? Thepast willbeover-
turned,a new order of things inaugurated, and whilst new
adjustments arebeing effected,progressmust be arrested. A
wiselegislator would endeavour not to force hisownnostrums
on anunwilling people,but to inaugurate such measures as
give satisfaction to all sections of thepeople,andpromise per-
manenceandstability.

Is it not a species ofmadness, which,in this day, impels
menhavingcharge of the well-beingof the commonwealth, to
insist on forcinga godlesseducationonthe rising generation ?
This is the species ofeducation patronised by Communists and
Socialists,and whichhas made them what they are and what
they haveproved themselves inEurope and America. Com-
munism and Socialism inFrance burned themostmagnificent
cityin Europe,murdered crowdsof innocent and meritorious
citizens of all classes ; in Germany, shot down apopular
sovereign— anoldman,a greatwarrior,andanablestatesman;
in the United States of America, destroyed hundreds of
thousands of pounds worth of property in a wanton raid on
therights of others, andby itspresent attitudehas compelled
the most democraticlegislature in the world to authorise the
President to call out 75,000 men

—
as many as President

Buchananwasauthorised to enrolatthebeginning of the war
of secession.

Such are consequencesagainst which Catholics are taking
precautions, and whichthey are labouring to prevent. And
because they thus show themselves the best friends of the
State, the State takes elaborate pains to punishthem,trample
on them, and subject them to pains and penalties. This is
deplorable, and certainly afiords littlehopefor the stabilityof
law and orderin thiscountry. Stillwemust notloseallhope.
Notwithstandingthe maddened forces arrayed against us, it is
ourduty to proceed along the path of rectitude, to persevere
inproclaiming the principles of truth and justice,and to fight
the battleofChristian educationto the last. But whilst we
ventilate our grievances in everylegitimate way,demand jus-
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tice in every mode sanctioned by the constitution,petition
Parliament,and act the part of determined men at elections,
wemust continue to leave nothing undone, no matter how
great the sacrifices we may have to make, to provide a
sufficient number of Catholic schools for our ownchildren.

News of the Week.

vering inmaintaining Christian schools. Why, don't yousee,
says this Memorandum, as clearly as possible, that your love
for Christian education closes against you all avenues to pre-
ferment. Not only is the department of education closed
againstyou,butall the departments under the control of the
Government. And this is the fact, no matter what view may
be takenof the Memorandum.

But this willnot frightenCatholics. Theyaredetermined
that their children shall not be subjected to that godless
system of education which only succeeds in rearing subjects
dangerous to the State,recruits to the ranks of Communism
and Socialism, and aliens to all Christian faith and hope.
And it is only a paltry Government that could fancy that
Catholics couldbe frightenedinto disloyalty to all their prin-
ciples through fear that half-a-dozen or so Catholic boys
should lose the chance of being scavengers or messengers in
some public office.

THE CATHOLIC PETITION.

A CatholicPresbytery is incourseof constructionatWanganui.
It is beingbuilt on plansdrawn upby tbeRev.Father Kirk,whohas
chosen tobe his own architect. The style selectedis theperpendicu-
lar Gothic, and therev.gentleman'stasteand ingenuityare asworthy
of commendation asis the energy with which hehas workedtobring
aboutthe building ofthehandsome edificereferredto.
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