
Deviuo,si tvpeiix,ct choisis,si tvloses.Onthe19thFebruary,in short,M.Bismarck declared that if Eussiadidnot wishtomakesacrifices for the sake of peace,if she refusedto
moderate her pretensions, he should not know what to do inthe
matter, andhecried:Beatlj/ossidentcs! This declarationmust have
been grateful to St. Petersburg. But, on the other hand,he also
declared thatif the discontented wished to run the chances of a
geneial war he wouldnot be atthepainsof hindering them,and thathe wouiagrant to all, even to Austria, the right of fighting ;and this
seconddeclarationcausedless pleasurethanthefirstatSt.Petersburg
Why wasit not the Chancellor who pronounced the speech of M.'
Bennigsen1 Ifithadbeenso Europe and Germany wouldhavebeenmore tranquil. They wouldhavegainedthe certainty that theCon-.gress will bea workof peace,andthat the sword will remaininits
scabbard.

M G.Valbertinhisarticle (kgSbucis de VAllemagnc) in theIlcmcdasDeuxMoncles, of which we have already given a sketch,1aving shown whatcause Germanyhas for anxiety with respect toft IS PC?lCy° f PfiuccßismaPfiuccßismarckcontinuestoexplainherreasons«J^V" «f takeQ by thG cWell<* with respect tonnSrtt1* S1iC hhffS'beSidGS'Says M'Valberfc'ofch<*«*"» &rSJ Cai'eS b^Httlcaboutt^ Russians,and to-day she verymuch desirespeace. Therefore she didnot secwithoutinquLude tSdak cloud, from whichthestorm wasabout toburstupon the Eastfhat thTl «
moUntainS° fHerze^-« quickly rccognisthat tliis cloud .was an artificialcloud, and she divined the greathousem which it had been manufactured,-** thereare manufac-turers of clouds. She allayedher anxietyby saying -.-After all, acannon shot cannotbefiredinEuropewithoutmy permission" if Mtie BlSmarckBISmarck opposes his veto there will be no war in theEast'Meantimeshe saw withastonishmentthat the journals in theconfi-dence of the Chancellor, insteadofdissuadingKussiafromherdesigns

encouragedher, openedby anticipationthe gates ofByzantium toherand announced that the moment had come wherein to settle the"pastern Question.-thathalf measures would satisfy no one. Thetactis that M.Bismarck,inopeningthe Reichstag in December '76didnothold the samelanguageasthe officialPress; nevertheless heaid not pronounce the decisive word, the veto Germanylooked forHe declared that, tbe Empirehavingno seriousinterestin the ques-tion his policy would consist in preserving those friendly relationsalsut,7re
» ValUe> that hG W° llld als° )ly himself> with°utassuming a threatening attitude, to preserve peace between theEuropeanpowersand to localisethe war. H« added:«IfIdonotsucceed, then a new situation will arise concerning whichIby nomeans wishtomake conjectures or to furnish particulars which you

The London Times in a leadingarticle ontheCentennary of Vol-taire, thenapproaching, takes occasion to reflect unfavourably on thetreatmentreceivedby theHuguenots under King Louis XIV. Thespirit inwhichthe Times writes, it isneedless to say, is thatof parti-sanship-,of extremeprejudice against all that is Catholic. A kindredspirit 'to that, in short, which inspired the fiction that passes
with some for history under the name of Merle d'Aubigne,whiclfinducedMosbeim togarble onepassage atleast taken fromthe
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smooth rock and the ship was still found heading for thebreakers.-Uus commotion seems to have frightened the passengers, most ofwiomgot up;and thepoor youngladiesin their cabin were rousedby their mother, but after a moment, supposing nothingunusual tobethematter, they lay clown again. Meantimethesailors werebusyendeavouringto put on sail, but the mainsail only was set, whencame thecatastrophe— "

-the dreadful touch
Ot merchant-marringrocks."siSes^M^ wit£ aMfht£ul «**.andrippedopenherbowsand

one of tW r
JnCarm*hae1'*c <*ly ■"**«of her family,and

foDow- ft T.WhlCh °UtOf all BUrvived the says thatfollowing the crashimmediately there wasarush of water,andevery-one washedabout, Itwastotallydark;she could seenothing,
oTthZt O *7&7&m

n
t6riifiedpe°Ple- Amidsfcallthehon"of the scene Captain Gibbappears to havemaintainedhis calmness;he orderecUheboatsout, and meantimehad severaUadies lashed tospars, withlife preservers around them. The last that was seen of

wirr^V^f^118 Gl?gaged' he kissed Miss Carmichael,andbegged of her to tellhis wifehehad« died likeasailor." The mid-the^J'TV*l^o^ survivor'hadc° fc into a boat"th a"<*
whirl iT\i? hG b° at Was washed onboard, swamped, andwhirledaboutlike acork. Pearce wasstunned foramoment, andonrecovering foundhimselfunder the boat, whichhad capskk He

aboutamZ?^ bCTWere **** there' and was lockedaboutamongst them, untilatlength the boatstruck arock and threwmm_off. He thenswam some yards andcaughtholdof a table,which

the exh V 1° SW HCTe he d0" t0 "°" *"
tUe exhaustion, but on feeling better, and looking out to sea, hisattentionwascaught by someonewhowas stragglingwiththewavesandcrying aloud. Heat onceswamout totherescue,andsucceeded
S-T^J*8 Me° f tbG Wh° had* this time becomeinsensible,
bnehad been for about two hours in the water. Conduct on hispart whichit requiresnocomment topointout asheroic, andhonour-able to lus profession andIns country. Butmuch still remainedtotobedone:there werethecliffs 150 feet in height to be scaled insearch ofassistance. After a rest, therefore, themidshipmansethim-self toperform his task, which, with considerable difficulty, he suc-ceededinaccomplishing, and then,having walkedadistance of threemiles,he fellinwithaman, whobrought intelligenceof the wrecktoMr Gibson's headstation, whence Mr. Gibson and a party of menhastenedat once to theaid of the survivors. Miss Carmichael hadmeantime,wanderedawayfromtheplacewherePearcehadlefther,andit wasnotuntilafter a considerable search thatshe was found verymuchexhausted and almost inadying state. Her lifewasindanger
lorsome time, but she now appears to be The younglady was coming out to Australia with her parents,'and theothermembersofher family ;herfather, who wasamedical man,intend-
ingto settle, for the benefit ofhis health, in Queensland. Midship-manPearce is the sonof CaptainPearce, who was lost someyearsagom theGothenburgoff thenortli-eastcoastof Australia.

do not demandof me." Four days previously hehad said,ataPar-liamentary dinner, thatmediationis a delicatetask,if it is difficultto sit between two chairs, it is impossible tosit betweenthree;ifwar was inevitable Russia andTurkey wouldgrowwearyof it,andthat thenwouldcome themoment forGermany to give thempeacefulcounsels. Itwould do barm insteadofgoodtoadvancetheseprema-turely. In spite of the hopes expressedbyM.Bismarck warbrokeout. Germany followed its fortunes with anxious curiosity, mostdesirous pf knowing what the Chancellor-had tosay concerningit.But theChancellor wasat Varzin,andfor a yearkeptastrictsilence.Formerly M.Bismarck spokefreely onall subjects alike: latterlyhe
has becomealmosttaciturn. Thischange ofmannerliasdisconcertedtheGermans. So long as thearmyof the Grand-DukeNicholas washeld incheck by a fortifiedvillage and theheroismof a truesoldier,they thought: thehermitof Varzinhasprophesiedtruly,thecampaign
promises to bebloodyand laborious; the belligerentswill willingly
bereconciled. But whenPlevna fell the appearanceof thingsbecame
changed. All then layin the power of theRussians. ThenGermanywasgreatly moved; she asked herself, has this Empire only beenfounded todeliveroverthe world to the greedof the Czars ? Shallwe "permit this inconvenient neighbour that already impedes ourcommerce to seize upon the mouths of the Danube, and shutthe only road that remains open for us to the Bast? Shall
we permit his conquests to threaten the existence of the Austro-
Hungarianmonarchy towhichfriendshipand interestuniteus ?

"
M.

de Bismarck had once said thatif everhe sold himself toadevil,'it
wouldbe toa Teutonicdevil;hadhebrokenhis word? Hadhesold
himself toa Muscovite devil instead? Or must itbebelieved that
the wondrous success of the conquerors of Plevna hadfalsifiedallhis
previsions;aixlthathehadbeentakenbysurpriselikeNapoleon111.by
the victory ofSadowa1 Germanymay reassureherself:M.Bismarck
wasnot deceived;he is ready, and never was he better prepared.
TheRussians havenodoubtsconcerning this, they only need a word
from Berlin toarrest their course, butthey alsoknow that word will
notbe spoken. TheGermans waitedwithfeverishimpatience forM.
Bismarck toemerge fromhiscloud. The.demand for interventioninthe affairs of theEast wassignedby representativesof almost every
party, and M. Bennigsen was entrusted with carrying it through.
The remarkable discourse pronounced by him on February 19th
appearstohavebeena trueexpressionof the opinionof Germany :—*"If weconsent withoutcomplaining tosupportthe increasingcharges
ofamilitary system whichoppresses us,itis not because wedream
of future conquests;what war, undertaken by us with or withoutallies, could procure forus anaugmentationof power oran increase
of territory which w.ouldbe to us rathera gain than a burden1 If
wehavethe army whichwe have;ifwe do not care to lessen it,it
is not only that we desire to be in a position todefendourselves
against attack, but tbat we also feel theresponsibility attachingto
our greatness,and wish to assure peace to Europe." Although he
carefully avoided contradicting M. Bennigsen, M. Bismarck gave
utterance to differentlanguage. His discourseof February19th is
themasterpieceofMs newmanner— his sibylline method. Some one
has justly compared this discourse to thoseportraitswhichseemto
look atall those whoarelookingat them. To whom did the Chan-
celloraddress such aveiled allusion,— such a warning1 To PrinceGortschakoff,toCount Andrassy,ortoLordBeaconsfield?
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